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James 2:8-13 8  If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9  But if ye have respect to 
persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 10  
For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all. 11  For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not 
kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a 
transgressor of the law. 12  So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be 
judged by the law of liberty. 13  For he shall have judgment without mercy, 
that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.  !

James 2:1-7 1  My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of glory, with respect of persons. 2  For if there come unto your assembly a 
man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile 
raiment; 3  And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, 
Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my 
footstool: 4  Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil 
thoughts? 5  Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? 6  
But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the 
judgment seats? 7  Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called? !

To express that you have the faith of (and in) Jesus Christ but simultaneously prefer one 
brother or sister over another is hypocritical. !
8  If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9  But if ye have respect to persons, ye 
commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 10  For 
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all. 11  For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. 
Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a 
transgressor of the law. !
Love as James writes here is agape (heart) love not phileo (head) love. It is a 
commandment as given to the Jews in the old testament and therefore part of the law. !

Leviticus 19:18  Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of 
thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD. !

Jesus designates the commandment as the second of the greatest commandments. !
Mark 12:28-34 (Also Matthew 22:34-40) 28  And one of the scribes came, and 
having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, 
asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 29  And Jesus answered him, 
The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one 
Lord: 30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment. (Continued) 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(Mark 12:28-34 Continued) 31  And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater 
than these. 32  And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: 
for there is one God; and there is none other but he: 33  And to love him with all the 
heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, 
and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. 34  And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou 
art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any 
question. !

Jesus defines the commandment further, to include friends and enemies, removing 
preferential treatment under the law, which had been introduced as tradition outside of 
the law. !

Matthew 5:43-48 43  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45  That ye may be the children of 
your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 46  For if ye love them which love 
you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 47  And if ye salute 
your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? 48  Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. !

Jesus defines neighbor through a parable after having been asked about the greatest 
commandments in the law. !

Luke 10:25-37 25  And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, 
Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 26  He said unto him, What is 
written in the law? how readest thou? 27  And he answering said, Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 28  And he 
said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 29  But he, 
willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? 30  And Jesus 
answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him 
half dead. 31  And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw 
him, he passed by on the other side. 32  And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, 
came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 33  But a certain Samaritan, as 
he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34  
And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his 
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35  And on the morrow 
when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, 
Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay 
thee. 36  Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him 
that fell among the thieves? 37  And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. 
Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.  !!
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Jesus’ command is not limited to the recitation of the law, but to the practice of the law. 
He says “Go, and do thou likewise” after defining who is and what it means to be a 
neighbor through the parable. The law can only be fulfilled through demonstration and 
continued practice. !
12  So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty. 
13  For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; 
and mercy rejoiceth against judgment. !

Romans 13:8-10 8  Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he 
that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 9  For this, Thou shalt not commit 
adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou 
shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 10  Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. !

The law of Moses can be distilled down unto the two greatest commands with the first 
toward God and the second toward man. In both cases, love is the pivot, the fulcrum, 
and the lever which puts the law into action. !

Galatians 5:13-14 13  For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use 
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 14  For all the 
law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. !

Without God’s intervention we would be unable to fulfill the royal law. We would judge 
without mercy and would be judged without mercy. But God does intervene in the 
hearts of his children and enables them to love.  !

John 6:45  It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every 
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. !
Galatians 5:22a  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, !
1 Thessalonians 4:9  But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto 
you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. !
2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind. !

1 Peter 1:22-23 22  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently: 23  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. !!

!3

sword://KJV/Romans%2013:10


Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
4/20/2014 
James 2:8-13

It is the law of liberty by which the born again are judged. !
Romans 2:16  In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus 
Christ according to my gospel.  !

Therefore, the fulfillment of the royal law (loving our neighbors as ourselves) is a 
outward demonstration of the inward working of the gospel in the born again. !

James 1:25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall 
be blessed in his deed. !

And, given the mercy of God upon us, to “Go, and do thou likewise” as the Lord 
commanded is our “reasonable service”. !

Romans 12:1-2 1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. 2  And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
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