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“Sanctify Them” 

John 17:17-19 
 

INTRO: 

 

We like to sing “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty/ early in the morning our song 

shall rise to Thee.” What do these words mean? What does it mean that God is holy, holy, 

holy? This same thrice holy God speaks to us in 1 Peter 1:16 and says, “Be ye holy; for I am 

holy."  Yet, you and I are hardly holy in the way that our God is holy. How then can we be holy 

as He is holy? 

 

The Lord Jesus prayed about our holiness here in His third prayer request for His disciples.  

His FIRST desire for them was that they might have His joy filled full in themselves (v. 13). 

Second, He asked the Father to NOT take them out of the world, but rather protect them from 

the evil one (vs.14-15). Lastly, He prayed the Father would “Sanctify them.” This suggests 

two questions for our study. 

  I. What Does It Means to Be Sanctified? (v. 17-18) 

 II. How Do We Become Sanctified? (v. 19) 

 

I. What Does It Means to Be Sanctified? (v. 17-18) 

 

A. Our Lord's third prayer request for His disciples was transparent and simple on the 

surface. “Sanctify them in the truth. Your word is truth.”  Yet, as we look closer we 

discover it is not so simple. What specifically did Jesus ask the Father to do for us? 

 

B. To understand this, we must first understand what “sanctification” means. The verb 

translated “sanctify” means “to make holy, to set apart.” The Lord Jesus asks that the 

Father make us holy. Yet, this concept of holiness has several levels of meaning in the Bible. 

 

1. We are sanctified, made holy unto the Lord in the fact that we are uniquely His. In 

Ephesians 5:26 and 27, we read about our Lord Jesus Christ and His relationship to 

us, His church.  

“That He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or 

wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.”  

We have been set apart as uniquely His. This is the part of sanctification that marriage 

uniquely illustrates. We have been set apart from the ungodly world and unto this 

wonderful relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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2. We are also are sanctified because we are set apart for His service. We find this in 

Jeremiah 1:5 as the LORD is calling Jeremiah to the ministry.  

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified 

you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”  

From before his birth, God set Jeremiah apart to do a special job for Him. The Apostle 

Paul wrote in Galatians 1:15-16; 

“When it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me 

through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the 

Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood.”  

God had set him aside specifically to do the work of being an Apostle. 

 

3. Third, to sanctify can mean the process whereby we grow in our relationship with 

Christ so that we progressively become more and more like Him. As a result, we sin less 

and less. 2 Corinthians 3:18 speaks of this process.  

“And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because we] continued to behold [in the 

Word of God] as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being 

transfigured into His very own image in ever increasing splendor and from one 

degree of glory to another; [for this comes] from the Lord [Who is] the Spirit.”  

 

C. Sanctification has a passive and an active aspect to it. In this prayer we find ourselves 

pictured as passive recipients of our sanctification. Verse 17 says, “Sanctify them in 

Your truth. Your word is truth.” The disciples were not active in this request. They 

were not a part of being sanctified, they were simply receiving the sanctification. 

 

1. Again, in verse 19, we read, “And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, in order 

that they also may be sanctified by the truth.”  Jesus set himself apart to His task 

of redemption in order that His disciples might be sanctified. 

 

2. In the process of sanctification there are some aspects of being made holy we simply 

receive and others that we work together with God to accomplish. Philippians 2:12-13 

demonstrates the active part we must play in becoming sanctified.  

“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 

presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 

good pleasure.” 

Here we see both the active and passive aspects of our sanctification. Our response to 

the condescension and exaltation of our Lord Jesus Christ should be to “work out our 

salvation.”  May be we should translate this “work at your salvation.”  We need to 



April 27, 2014 PM Message  pg. 3 
 Rev. Don Gommesen, PhD 

work out the details and implications of what God gave us and make it a reality in our 

lives.  We are to do this with “fear and trembling”  because in doing this we are 

dealing with something that came from God Himself. This is active participation in our 

sanctification.  

 

Then Paul adds, “for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His 

good pleasure.” 

 

II. How Do We Become Sanctified? (v. 19) 

 

A. How are we to become set apart to God?    (John 17:19)  

“And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the 

truth.”  

We are sanctified first through the Son sanctifying Himself. Jesus is speaking of His being set 

apart to do the Father's will. Jesus is setting Himself apart as the Good Shepherd ready and 

willing to lay down His life in behalf of us, His sheep. The only way that we can become 

sanctified is through the salvation that is found in the Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot begin to 

be holy as He is holy if we do not own Him as Savior and Lord in our lives! 

 

B. The means of our sanctification is through the truth of the Word of God. Twice in this 

prayer the Lord underlined the part the Word of God plays in our sanctification. (v.17) 

 “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 

Jesus said it a second time here in verse 19.  

“And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the 

truth.”   

The tool the Holy Spirit uses to set us apart is the Word of God. 

 

Why should we want to be sanctified?  

Because Jesus died not only to save us but to work in us to conform us to Himself. 

 

What kind of relationship do we have with the Father and with His Son in the Word of God? 

Are we practicing the working out of our own salvation in our lives in active co-operation 

with the God who works in us the willing and the doing of His good pleasure? 


