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Ezra 1:1-6 

1  Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that 

he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying,  

2  Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD God of heaven 

has given me. And He has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is 

in Judah.  

3  Who is among you of all His people? May his God be with him, and let him go up to 

Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel (He is God), 

which is in Jerusalem.  

4  And whoever is left in any place where he dwells, let the men of his place help him 

with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, besides the freewill offerings for the 

house of God which is in Jerusalem.  

5  Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the 

Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved, arose to go up and build the house of the 

LORD which is in Jerusalem.  

6  And all those who were around them encouraged them with articles of silver and gold, 

with goods and livestock, and with precious things, besides all that was willingly offered. 

 
 

The LORD God Planned It All 

Ezra 1:1-11 

 
INTRO: 
 
 While a great number of books were written on the Book of Nehemiah, relatively few are 
composed about Ezra. This is probably because a large part of the book is given to historical 
record, genealogy, and ledger sheets. Yet, there are lessons we need to learn from how the 
living God worked with His people at the end of their exile. Ezra chapter one is about the decree 
from a pagan king whose name appeared in the record of Isaiah’s prophecy centuries before he 
was born. This record teaches us some important eternal truth. 
  I. Yahweh, the Living God, Planned All Of This Beforehand (v.1-6) 
II. The Record of God’s Stuff Being Returned (v.7-11) 
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I. Yahweh, the Living God Planned All Of This Beforehand (v.1-6) 
 
Ezra 1:1    “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the 
LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying,” 
 

A. Before we can apply all of this in Ezra we need to understand where we are in history and 
what the LORD is doing. Ezra is a book which records the history of Judah’s return from exile 
to Babylon. You remember that because Judah would stay away from idols and had refused 
to follow God, He brought down the hordes of the Babylonians down upon them to destroy 
Jerusalem and take the Jewish people captive. This captivity happened in two waves. In the 
first attack, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were taken captive to Babylon (Daniel 

1). Second, Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the city and the temple and took many to Babylonia 
in captivity. 
 

1. The Jewish people who were carried away to Babylon were told by Jeremiah the 
prophet two important things. First, God had not forgotten them. He had a plan. 
 
2. Second, Jeremiah told them to settle down and make Babylon their adopted land, a 
home because the restoration would not happen for seventy years. 
 

B. Long before Jeremiah came on the scene, the LORD used another prophet, Isaiah, to tell 
of this restoration. 

Isaiah 44:28    “Who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd, And he shall perform all 
My pleasure, Saying to Jerusalem, ‘You shall be built,’ And to the temple, ‘Your 
foundation shall be laid.’”  

 
C. Now centuries after Isaiah prophesied, we come upon Ezra chapter one and Judah is 
returning to the land. Cyrus, is the ruler who sends them back to Jerusalem. Verses 2-6 
tell the story of Cyrus’ proclamation.  

“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD God of 
heaven has given me. And He has commanded me to build Him a house at 
Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who is among you of all His people? May his God 
be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the 
house of the LORD God of Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem. And 
whoever is left in any place where he dwells, let the men of his place help him 
with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, besides the freewill offerings for 
the house of God which is in Jerusalem. Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of 
Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, with all whose spirits God 
had moved, arose to go up and build the house of the LORD which is in 
Jerusalem. And all those who were around them encouraged them with articles 
of silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with precious things, besides 
all that was willingly offered.”  
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D. So, what was God doing? He was carrying out His plan of redemption. Before Cyrus takes 
control of Babylon, everything looks desperate for God’s people. They are a conquered 
people with no ability to get back to the land. No hope to ever rebuild Yahweh’s temple. 
They have no capital city, no temple, and no hope, or at least this is how it looked. Then 
God who had never ceased running the universe fulfilled His promise to His people to return 
them to the land through the work of Cyrus. 

 
This teaches us our God is a God who providentially provides for His people. He keeps His 
promises and His Word. What He promised to Israel He did. What He promised to us He will do. 
Do you remember Paul’s statement in Philippians 1:6?  
“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you 
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
 
II. The Record of God’s Stuff Being Returned (v.7-11) 
 

A. Verses 7-11 reads like a ledger of returned goods to the Israelites. The reason for this is 
that the Old Testament and the rest of the Bible is a book of history. We need to recognize 
that God is faithful to His people and to His Word. 
 
B. Some who teach about ancient Israel tells empathically that the Old Testament cannot be 
relied upon. At the same time they quote extensively from the Old Testament because 
there really isn’t any other documentary evidence to use. The Bible is a record that always 
represents itself as a historical record.  

 
C. We have seen God’s faithfulness to His word in that He fulfilled the promises made 
through Isaiah and Jeremiah that the deliverance would come. He has always kept His 
promises to His people. Do you remember the strength this truth was to Jeremiah in 
Lamentations 3:21-25?  

“This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope. Through the LORD’s mercies 
we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning; Great is Your faithfulness. The LORD is my portion, says my soul, 
Therefore I hope in Him. The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul 
who seeks Him.”  
 

D. We recognize God’s faithfulness in promising to send us His Son to provide for our 
salvation. He came as promised to save His people from their sins. I love the summary of 
the great faithfulness of God in sending His Son given in Hebrews 9:26.  

“Now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself.” 
 
Let us rejoice in His eternal faithfulness. We also must let His faithfulness encourage us to be 
faithful. 
 


