
Sermon Notes:                       “Things ARE Not Really As they SEEM”                    Luke 13:31 – 35   

We finished the past sermon with the thoughts “things ARE not as they SEEM.”  You can knock on the door or salvation but  
be excluded.  You can be acquainted with Christ, the Lord, but never actually known by Him.  You can appear to be first  
when really you are last (and lost).

Were these Pharisees acting the part of friends to Jesus?  What was their motive?  The encounter reminds us of 
Nehemiah’s exemplary conduct (Neh. 6).

That “fox”!  What did Jesus mean?  In the process of finishing the work God has given you to do there will be all manner of  
obstacles to keep you back from your goal.  What is the chief end of man?

On the third day “I am perfected.”  Does Jesus simply mean “In a short time I will reach My destination?”  Compare with  
Heb. 2:10; 5:9; 7:28.  “Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered.  And being made perfect, he  
became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him…” (Heb 5:8-9).

Jesus is the example of “agonizing the good agony” (Luke 13:24).  He will finish His course. See John 17:4; Acts 20:24; 
13:25.  Finishing the work He has given us to do is more important than life itself.   Are you more mission oriented 
or people oriented?  Jesus’ mission was about people.

There is a lesson here for us.  Do your work today.  Sure, you have a goal for the future, but know that you will never get 
there unless you do what lies at hand today.

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem.”  The pathos is real!  God does not offer His grace to sinners in an insincere way.

So what about “Irresistible Grace”?  Did not Jerusalem resist  the grace of God?  The doctrine does need certain 
qualifiers.  Yes, it is true for God’s elect, but Jerusalem resisted God’s grace.  Yes, it applies to regenerating grace, our new  
birth, but we can frustrate sanctifying grace after we receive new life in Christ.

Is the extended love of God sincere on His part?  Of course!  In the process of finishing our course recognize that we 
will be called to love those who will reject our love.

Jesus  lays  the  responsibility  for  Jerusalem’s  obdurate,  unbelieving,  judgment-inducing  rejection  of  saving  grace  on… 
Jerusalem.   Here  are  the  two  poles  of  Biblical  evangelism.  We preach  both  the  sovereignty  of  God  and  the 
responsibility of man.  Although they seem contradictory, they are both necessary declarations to be true to the message 
of Scripture.

The consequence, “Behold, your house is left to you.”   How many churches today are only the shell of what they once were?  
God is driven to express His Name, to communicate His character, “Then you will know that I am the LORD.”  “Then you will  
know that a prophet has been among you.”

Finishing our course with  joy will  mean understanding and embracing the  “Theology of  the Cross.”   God works in 
seemingly paradoxical ways.  His strength lies hidden under apparent weakness; His wisdom appears to the world as folly;  
the future glory of the Christian is hidden under our present sufferings.  Jesus appears to be an abject failure, rejected by 
God and countrymen; foolishly insisting on what appears to be a tragically deluded death wish.  The Jews are too “moral” to 
accept this; the Greeks are too “wise.”  “It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, Who has become for us wisdom 
from God - that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption” (1Co 1:30).  

The Christian accepts that the way things SEEM to be is not the way they really ARE.  The way to exaltation is through  
humiliation.  The way to life is by death.  “Truly, you are a God who hides Himself, O God of Israel, the Savior” (Isa 45:15).


