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Renewed Worship for a Renewed World (Isaiah 65:17-66:24) 

Please take your Bibles and turn to Isaiah 65. This morning we saw in Rev 

21 a snapshot of the new heaven and earth, but Isaiah actually gives much 

more of the picture and helps complete the panorama of a kingdom to come. 

Isaiah actually has more to say about the end than Revelation or any other 

book. Its 66 chapters include prophecies fulfilled in OT times (like Cyrus in 

Isa 45), others fulfilled in NT times (Jesus, Isa 53), and others to be fulfilled 

in the end times of Rev 19-22 (much of Isa 2, 11, 24-26, 33-35, 65-66, etc.). 

Isaiah's vision of a renewed world is to be applied in our renewed worship.  

 

65:17 For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former 

things shall not be remembered or come into mind. 
18

 But be glad and 

rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a 

joy, and her people to be a gladness. 
19

 I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be 

glad in my people; no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and 

the cry of distress. 
20

 No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a 

few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the young man 

shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall be 

accursed. 
21

 They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant 

vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22

 They shall not build and another inhabit; 

they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the 

days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their 

hands. 
23

 They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they 

shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, and their descendants with 

them. 
24

 Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will 

hear. 
25

 The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw 

like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt or 

destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the LORD [this is our King's decree] 

 

This morning I showed from the NT this new world starts at the 2
nd

 coming. 

This morning we saw the biblical portrait of future heaven and earth isn’t up 

in the clouds, it pictures it as heaven on earth. There’s symbolism in Isaiah, 

not all see it the same, but it paints different pictures than the images people 

have in their mind of sky guys, ghost-like spirits, a place where we become 

angels or every time a bell rings it means another person just got his wings. 

It’s a wonderful life in the heaven and earth to come, but it’s different than 

Hollywood imagines or even many Christians imagine. If I understand this 

rightly, and Rev 20-22 rightly, heaven comes down to earth like a paradise 

restored or renewed, much like the original Eden but even better at the end.  

I've written elsewhere on the brand-new earth or renewed earth debate here
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In Isa 65:21 gardening, eating fruit was how it was in the original garden. In 

the end of v. 22 the mention of long days enjoying the work of the hands is 

what Adam originally enjoyed in Gen 2. In v. 23 not laboring in vain was a 

part of the first world before sin, but it's not the case after sin as Gen 3:19 

promised man's labor would be more difficult now. There would be trouble 

in childbearing after Gen 3 but v. 23 here is reversing that (NKJV has 'bring 

forth children for trouble' and says it won't be the experience in that world).  

In v. 24 the Lord will be with His people and will answer them before they 

even speak, another restoration of God's intimate fellowship in the garden.  
[Isa 51:3 says God ‘will make like Eden…like the garden of the LORD’] 

In v. 25 animals eating plants instead of each other is how it was in Eden. 

For the first part of this kingdom to come (that I think begins in Rev 20:1-6) 

the curse from Gen 3 is reversed but with an exception: Satan's curse isn’t 

taken away. Notice the end of v. 25 says the serpent's food will still be dust. 

 

Gen 3:14: The LORD God said to the serpent, “cursed are you above all... 

beasts of the field...dust you shall eat all the days of your life." The serpent 

was cursed more than all the beasts of the field, to perpetually taste the dust 

(symbol of defeat even in our language, 'another one bites the dust'). But in 

v. 25 here the beasts of the field are no longer cursed and killing each other, 

it says lion and lamb and even big bad wolf will be good like in the original 

creation before sin where God saw all He had made as very good. The curse 

and consequences of sin are removed as the earth is renewed, except for the 

serpent whose fate remains continually, he won't hurt or destroy in this time 
 

It’s hard to explain these without a future age w/ an initial stage in Rev 20 

to fulfill Isa 65. Isa 11:4: He shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked [2nd coming, Rev 19] 

...
6
 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 

the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and 

a little child shall lead them. [so in the kingdom after Christ comes, children 

are pictured and protected]…
8
 The nursing child shall play over the hole of 

the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the [viper's] den. 

[weaned=pre-school age, so babies, nursing infants, toddlers, kids growing 

in various ages or stages, all safe from harm in the renewed world to come] 

 

54:10 'mountains shall depart and...be removed [that's 2nd coming changes, 

Rev 6:14 rolls back sky, 'every mountain was removed'], But My kindness 

shall not depart from you, Nor shall My covenant ... 
13

 All your children 

shall be taught by the LORD, And great shall be the peace of your children. 
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Some interpret literally Isaiah’s prophecies of the 1
st
 coming though not all 

2
nd

 coming ones or after (children, animals), but this is like literal history. 

In early Genesis men lived hundreds of years, almost 1000 years. Isa 65:20 

also seems to roll back history to that during an initial 1000 years of Rev 20 

before death ends, Rev 21:4. Isa 65:20 pictures dying at 100 as very young. 

Middle of v. 23 suggests people will live long as trees (hundreds of years?). 
 

John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim's Progress, writes of the millennial progress 

'These long-lived men therefore shew us the glory that the church shall have 

in the latter day … when Christ shall set up his kingdom on earth, according 

to that which is written, “They lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 

years” (Rev 20:4). They: Who? The church of God, according also as it was 

with Adam. Therefore they are said by John to be holy, as well as blessed ... 

In all which time the wicked in the world shall forbear to persecute, as did 

also the brood of wicked Cain in the days of Adam, Seth...therefore we find 

in the first place the [serpent] chained for these thousand years (Rev 20:1f)’
2
 

 

Why does God release Satan in Rev 20:7-10 to return to earth one last time 

to try to deceive? You can ask God when you get to heaven, but it seems it's 

a progressive rolling back things to early Genesis to show even in a world 

like in the beginning (all very good but w/ a possibility of sin) the only hope 

of this world is Jesus reversing it better than at first, ending Satan, sin, death   

 

The end of v. 20 mentions sinners in this time, some who die ‘young,’ but a 

question it begs is: will the coming kingdom keep having people being born 

and will it only be like early Genesis with possibility of sin/death, or is this 

just a first scene of the kingdom to come? Turn back to Isa 24 because this 

isn't the only picture of the new world after the 2nd coming. If this was all 

Isaiah wrote, we might wonder if that's how it all ends, or if death will end. 

 

If you read the context of Isa 24 it’s prophecy of the 2
nd

 coming, not the 1
st
. 

24:1 Behold, the LORD will empty the earth and make it desolate…[look at 

v. 6]…
6
 Therefore a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for 

their guilt; therefore the inhabitants of the earth are scorched, and few men 

are left. [so when the burning judgments of Revelation come, there won’t 

be many left, but some] … 
21

 On that day the LORD will punish the host of 

heaven, in heaven [that’s fallen angels], and the kings of the earth, on the 

earth. 
22

 They will be gathered together as prisoners in a pit; they will be 

shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be punished. 
23

 Then the 

moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed, for the LORD of hosts reigns  
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It says not everyone on earth will die in this time, a few are left in v. 6, but 

Isaiah explains when Jesus slays kings of the earth and their hosts (Rev 19), 

their eternal punishment won’t be immediate, v. 22 says it will after many 

days. After many days Rev 20 explains then sinners will be resurrected and 

punished in a lake of fire. v. 21 here includes Satan’s heavenly hosts, and in 

Rev 20:1-7 we also read of a pit and prison Satan is gathered to, then final 

punishment for Satan's hosts after many days, 20:10, then death ends, 21:4. 

 

Isa 25:7 And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast 

over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 
8
 He will swallow 

up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces … 
[same think Rev 21:4 says in same order] 

Isaiah doesn’t say how long the many days would be after Messiah judges 

the nations with fire at the 2
nd

 coming and casts fallen angels in a prison-pit. 

Ancient Jewish Rabbis based on this saw a long kingdom age, then eternity. 

 

Rabbi Kettina 200 years before Jesus suggested Messiah’s initial reign will 

last 1000 years. He argued from Isa 11:11 at this day the Lord alone would 

be exalted in all earth. He connected the day of the Lord with the text '1000 

years is as a day' to God (from Ps 92 which says it’s 'for the Sabbath day').  

Many saw a parallel in 6 days of creation then a 7th day Sabbath with 6000 

years of history followed by a Sabbath for earth, a 7th 1000-yr-period (time 

of rest and restoration, creation as Creator). Ancient Jewish Talmuds taught 

this. Some proposed other lengths of time. Rabbi Elias’ tradition was 1000. 

Rabbi Eliezer agreed it’s 1000. Rabbi Aben Ezra tied the 1000 to Isa 65:17.
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Early church father Justin Martyr: “For Isaiah spake thus concerning this 

space of a thousand years: ‘For there shall be the new heaven and the new 

earth…” [he quotes Isa 65:17-25] ... We have perceived, moreover, that the 

expression, ‘The day of the Lord is as a thousand years,’ is connected with 

this subject [2 Pet 3:8 quotes in context of the new earth]. And further, there 

was a certain man with us, whose name was John … who prophesied, by a 

revelation that was made to him, that those who believed in our Christ 

would dwell 1000 years in Jerusalem; and that thereafter…the eternal…”
4
 

[that’s the historic view, how should we view the future in the present?] 

How did Isaiah apply it, 25:9? Worship: It will be said on that day, ‘Behold, 

this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the 

LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.’ 

…
1 

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for 

you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure… 
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Knowing our ultimate future is sure should help us trust Him in the present. 

26:3 You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because 

he trusts in you. 
4
 Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an 

everlasting rock. He’s the solid rock we can stand when all else is unsure. 
[whatever may be unsure about the end, He’s our sure foundation till then] 

Isa 26:21 is another 2
nd

 coming picture: For behold, the LORD is coming out 

from his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity…[and 

in v. 19 God’s people are resurrected as He comes]…
19

Your dead shall live; 

their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy!   

 

That’s a key OT text on resurrection of saints (first resurrection, Rev 20:5). 

The bodies of God’s people will rise in that day, their dead will live, waking 

from the ground to sing for joy and worship God, but in v. 14 Isaiah says of 

unbelievers in context: 
14

 They are dead, they will not live; they are shades, 

they will not arise; to that end you have visited them with destruction … 

 

That matches the Rev 20 order, the saints rise as He returns, unsaved don’t 

but are in Hades many days, at final resurrection Hades goes to lake of fire. 

I think it also matches Isa 65-66 if you want to turn back where we started. 

Isaiah said skies will roll back as a scroll (34:4, the NT applies that to Jesus 

coming again) and it says then corpses of sinners will be left awhile in 34:3 

(it seems as the new heaven and earth comes, not all bodies are raised yet?) 

 

Look at 66:22: For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall 

remain before me, says the LORD, so shall your offspring and your name 

remain. 
23

 From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all 

flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the LORD. 
24

 “And they 

shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled… 

 

This seems to be before bodies of men rise to judgment at the end of Rev 20 

but it’s a time after the 2
nd

 coming (v. 15-17) and new earth begins (v. 22). 

Look at v. 15 ‘the LORD will come in fire and his chariots like the whirlwind 

[that's 2
nd

 coming, not 1
st
 coming to suffer/save (Isa 53), a 2

nd
 in judgment, 

this is the end when he returns to earth], to render his anger in fury, and his 

rebuke with flames of fire. 
16

 For by fire will the LORD enter into judgment, 

and by his sword, with all flesh; and those slain by the LORD shall be many’ 
[He returns as warrior-King to renew His world-kingdom in v. 22] 

v. 16 is 2nd coming fiery judgment with His sword to slay (Rev 19 words).  

v. 16 doesn’t say He kills all men at this coming, it says He kills many of all 

flesh. It says at the coming of the Lord in judgment, many are slain by Him. 



6 

 

6 

 

Their bodily resurrection is not immediate, there’s a time till final judgment. 

v. 22 says first comes the new world and v. 24 says there will be a time in it 

when the dead bodies of unbelievers will not yet be raised, they’ll still be 

seen by worshippers of God from v. 23. Why? To remind of justice, mercy? 

 

The spirits of unbelievers go to Hades as they die (and the rest of v. 24 may 

picture it as undying and a fire unquenchable). But at the end of Rev 20 the 

Lord will reunite all spirits and bodies, no dead bodies will remain on earth, 

they’ll all be resurrected for final judgment and sinners meet the lake of fire 
[Isa 24:21-22 says that will happen ‘many days’ after the 2

nd
 coming] 

Isa 24 describes the 2
nd

 coming and says only a few will survive in 24:6. In 

66:19 here God says: and I will set a sign among them. And from them I will 

send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, 

to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not heard my 

fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 
[a final gathering in grace before a final gathering in judgment] 

The survivors here seem to have become believers but there’s some on the 

earth who v. 19 says have not yet heard of the Lord or seen His glory and so 

the Lord seems to use this final remnant for a final grace for His final glory. 

If there are survivors left on the renewed earth during the millennium, that 

could explain v. 22 mentioning children of some people on the new earth, at 

least in the initial stage of it, in the many days before the final resurrection. 

That would also make sense of much of Isaiah, Rev 20:7-10, Zech 14:16-19 

 

I think the best explanation is that the new earth includes Rev 20 and 21-22. 

It’s not a temporary kingdom for 1,000 years, it’s to remain, Isa 66:22 says. 

I think that does best justice to forever language in 65:18 of the new earth. 

For all believers it all continues through the final end of Rev 20 to eternity. 

Isaiah’s new heaven and earth vision seems it’s a millennial age and eternal 

age, but for believers all blessings begin at His coming and continue forever  

 

Why more than 1 age? Eph 2:7 ‘so that in the ages to come He might show 

the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.’ In 

other translations it calls them immeasurable or incomparable riches of His 

grace, His kindness is so exceeding it seems it takes multiple ages to show. 

 

What’s the application of the renewed world to come? It’s renewed worship 

in v. 10: Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her [this is new Jerusalem] 

all you who love her; rejoice with her in joy … 
13

 As one whom his mother 

comforts, so I [God] will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
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O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, in the New Jerusalem. This 

is how this whole section began in Isa 40 ‘comfort, comfort to my people’ 

and it announced good tidings of joy. Look back at Isa 35 even before that.  

Isa 35 gives a great final application of the future helping us in the present. 

 

35:3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
4
 Say to 

those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God 

will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and 

save you.” 
5
 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 

deaf unstopped; 
6
 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue 

of the mute sing for joy. [in the kingdom there’s no more disability, and all 

God’s people will be singers in v. 10] the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
[Isa 60:20 adds ‘the days of your mourning will be over’] 

All sorrow and suffering will be taken away from God’s people in the end. 

Most all of different millennial views agree this is the Rev 21 eternal state. 

Not everything about the end will be clear to all until then, but this is clearly 

the ultimate hope and chief end of man: glorify God and enjoy Him forever, 

in everlasting joy, ever-increasing gladness, never-ending worship of Christ. 

 

Thinking about the 2
nd

 coming where He changes the world is to change us 

now, to strengthen our weakness and feebleness physically or emotionally 

in our anxiousness. The future should help us be strong and fear not, as the 

Lord will come to deal with sin and the consequences of sin in the world, in 

difficulty and disability, even depression will flee away, replaced with joy.  

 

The removal of sin and death and renewal of earth should renew worship. 
Charles Wesley wrote: Come divine effectual power, Fallen nature to restore; 

Wait we for thy presence here, Long to see thy throne appear; 

Bid the new creation rise, Bring us back our Paradise. 

Now our universe [re-make], Fair beyond its first estate, 

When thine eyes with pleasure viewed, When thy lips pronounced it good: 

Ruined now by sin and curse, Speak it fairer than at first.
5
 

 

A modern poet: We live and do ministry in the era of the old heaven and the old earth 

 All our efforts and our relationships are plagued, constrained and cursed 

… creation [is] the bondage of corruption, waiting for reconstruction 

Affecting everyone and everything and everywhere we go 

We are reminded of the fall, we feel the tug and the pull 

From the pain in our joints to the fingers that point, to the disappointment [life] faces, 

Sin is so invasive, even in our best moments we still see the traces 
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Constant conflict, weak and sick,  

discouraged and distressed, the fog is so thick …  

Nation against nation, entire empires crumble,  

hurricanes strike and earthquakes rumble, towers tumble … 

but the old will pass away, sin won’t have the last say, God has spoke His rebuttal 

These sufferings and trials could never compare to the glory being prepared 

 For all the redeemed whom Christ has made heirs! 

If you are in Christ, your best life isn’t … now 

 The best moments of this life are but a glimpse, we are homeward bound!  

This world is not our home, what awaits beyond the gates?  

An oasis! The best moments of this life are only but a taste. 

He is making all things new … He has eradicated the sea 

 Eliminated the wicked and triumphed over His enemies 

Delivered us to our destiny so we can be who we were destined to be: 

Children of God in the presence of our Father,  

 The Lamb will be our shepherd and guide us to springs of living water 

Never discontent, every need is met  

The blessings never cease, total joy, total peace 

 

In regards to our future, we need not be frightened, 

 If we are in Christ we will be right beside Him 

A multitude gathered from every nation and tribe 

 United as one church, prepared as His bride 

O how we long  to be with the One to whom we belong 

When the faith will be sight and the tears will be wiped,  

the infection of sin has been healed by His stripes 

And we feel His embrace, gaze face to face, with the Lord who is raised  

and join with the saints and the angels singing His praise for days upon days …
6
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