
Final Words Concerning Each Other 
Final Words John 13-16, 18 

 
Good morning.  Today we begin our journey toward Easter.  For the next few weeks I’m going to do a mini-
series called Final Words.  Each week, including Easter Sunday, we’re going eavesdrop on a few of the final 
conversations Jesus had with His disciples on the eve of His crucifixion.   
 
It was less than 24 hours from the ringing out of the iron mallet against the spikes that would painfully and 
ruthlessly nail Jesus to the cross.  Less than a handful of hours before the temple guard would come and arrest 
Jesus in the middle of the night and take Him away from the disciples. 
 
The disciples literally have just a few hours with Him; and their time with Him as they had come to know and 
treasure would be over for good. 
 
Jesus, of course, knew this way better than they did.  And He had many things He needed to say.  All of them 
important.  I’ve read through John’s version of the last evening they had together and have selected some 
“final words” for us to consider.   
 
This Week:  Final Words Concerning Each Other 
Week Two:  Final Words Concerning Their Immediate Future 
Week Three:  Final Words Concerning Their Ultimate Future 
 
Turn in your bibles to John 13.   
 
Our “final words” focus for today took place in the upper room where Jesus and the disciples were observing 
the Passover.  The last Passover or last supper.  One of the concerns or points of emphasis that Jesus wanted 
to impress upon them had to do with how they would be toward one another when He was gone. 
 
If you’re familiar with the journey they had been on from Galilee to Jerusalem in the days leading up to 
Passover week, you’ll remember how they had been arguing among themselves about who was going to be in 
the most important positions and who would be the greatest.   
 
These were real community killing attitudes.  In order for them to stick together when He was gone there 
would need to be leaders among them but not the pompous, self-absorbed, self-seeking kind.  Jesus had come 
to set up His kingdom on earth.  And His kingdom was not like the kingdoms of this world.   
 
So He had a few things to say to them about how He wanted them to relate to each other.   
 
Final Word #1:  Wash Each Other’s Feet  
 
Kind of weird, huh?  Kind of gross too.  But it was a very normal thing to do for people in their culture.  It was 
an act of servant hospitality.  Now, before I read the passage, I’m going to ask you to do something for me.  
Are you ready to do something a little odd that might help you never forget today’s sermon?  How many of 
you like to hear sermons that you never forget? 
 
I’m going to ask you if it’s possible for you to take off your shoes and socks.  That’s right.  We’re going to feel 
the cool air on our feet and wiggle our toes while I do this part of the sermon.  It’s going to help you 
remember this passage and these final words of Jesus.  I’m going to choose some of you to have your feet 
washed. 



Ok, let’s get the big picture by reading John 13 starting at the beginning. 
 
Read John 13:1-17 
 
Now there is a lot going on in the details of the story -  that can be for a different sermon at another time.  
 
But related to His instruction in v. 14 to wash one another’s feet, let’s consider what He might be getting at. 
 
First of all He models it for them.  The greater serving the lessor.  The leader serving the followers.  It’s an 
object lesson for sure.  They are watching Him and experiencing Him serve them. 
 
He’s breaking all the stereotypes and molds of leadership mentality of His day.  Notice their discomfort.  (Has 

anyone been feeling uncomfortable since I told you that you may get chosen to have this done for you?)  I only 

did that so they you could identify with the disciples’ discomfort.  I’m not really going to put any of you in this 

situation.   

Notice Jesus’ logic.  “If I, the teacher, wash your feet then there is no basis for unwillingness on your part to 

wash each other’s feet.” 

Question!  Is this to be taken literally or is this a visual lesson that is to be applied far more broadly than just 

performing this particular servant task?  Many debate these kind of things.   

Certainly He meant for them to do this for one another whenever the situation warranted it.  Again it was the 

culturally customary act of service for guests who came to their home.  But if they limited this instruction 

merely to this it misses the bigger point. 

To wash one another’s feet is a metaphor backed up with a visual they would never ever forget. 

In God’s kingdom leaders are servants, and so are followers.  

And extending this instruction to us has far more power and application as a metaphor for humble 

servanthood.   

Jesus wants humble service between us to mark and characterize our community.   

Jesus wants positions of leadership to be seen and carried out as responsibility to those who follow our lead, 

not the other way around.   

So what does this look like lived out here among us day in and day out? 
 
Bringing a meal to someone in a stressful time. 
Helping someone move or do anything really that they need help with. 
Joining another in a task they are responsible for, even if you’re not. 
Helping out a single mom or widow with something that is helpful. 
Why don’t you help me out here...  Any other ways that we can serve one another? 
 
 
Ok, we have one more for today.  And this is a big one. 
 
  



Final Word #2: Love One Another 
 
Just a few moments after the whole discussion about serving and washing feet Jesus gave this final word: 
 
John 13:34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another. 35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another." 
 
And in John’s version of this night this command is repeated several times. 3x in these verses and then there 
are other times as well.  And again, it’s all within a few hours’ time. 
 
Some time back from this evening, Jesus had taught that this was actually the second greatest commandment 
in the whole bible.  “To love your neighbor as you love yourself.”  But here the subject is not neighbors.  It is 
very specifically the disciples loving each other.  Or maybe a bit more broadly, Christians loving each other in 
ways that are noticeable by non-Christians. 
 
This is a very important final message of Jesus.  To serve one another is one thing, but to love one another 
with agape love is revolutionary.  This doesn’t happen much at all among people who are not immediate 
family.  People don’t agape love their neighbors, their co-workers, their bosses, their teachers, their class 
mates.   
 
These disciples are not related to each other but AGAPE love is the highest form of love possible. In fact, it is 
empowered by God living in us.  It could be reasoned that agape love is a divine form of selfless love that is 
not possible among humans except that the God who defines that love lives within. 
 
He is calling for the love between Christians that we can usually only imagine coming from a parent toward 
their child.  It’s so mold-breaking that it is very, very noticeable in an otherwise self-centered world. 
 
So in the immediate context though, it is Christian men loving Christian men in the highest form of love that 
exists and it comes from God and has been modeled for them by Christ.  It, of course, extends to Christian 
men and women, boys and girls. 
 
They are hours away from Jesus being arrested for them and negotiating their release.  Hours away from Jesus 
being scourged for them.  They are hours away from Jesus being nailed to a cross for them.  And hours away 
from Jesus eeking out his final breath and dying for them. 
 
24 hours later the final word is going to take on a whole new meaning to them, when they recall this 
command post-crucifixion.  
 
John 13:34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another. 35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another." 
 
Conclusion: 
 
This serving one another in radical ways, and loving each other in radical ways -- Jesus wants to see 
characterize all of us.   
 


