
The Wonder-Working Messiah (Matthew 4:23-26) 
Introduction:  Why does Jesus do miracles? And why does Matthew record so many? 
 

1. They demonstrate that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God 
 “Jesus of Nazareth [was] a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs 
which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know" (Acts 2:22).  
The Messiah was to come and demonstrate great signs and wonders (see Isa 35:5-6), and 
Nicodemus (John 3:1-2) and his fellow Jews clearly understood (1 Cor 1:22-23). 
 
2. They illustrate the message that Jesus preaches 
The miracles are a vehicle of his message. John Stott called them “enacted parables” 
(Basic Christianity, p. 32).  We see this even more clearly in the Gospel of John where 
John refers to the Lord’s miracles as “signs.”  He raises Lazarus and declares, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live” (John 
11:25).  The same is true for the feeding of the multitudes, which signifies him to be the 
bread of life, and the healing of a man born blind, which signifies that Jesus has come to 
bring sight to the blind—and blindness to the sighted!  “The miracles in fact are a 
retelling in small letters of the very same story which is written across the whole world in 
letters too large for some of us to see” (C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock, p. 29). 
 
3. They demonstrate that Jesus has the power to save 
All the miracles are pictures of salvation from sin and its effects—“far as the curse is 
found.”  Sickness is not only an effect of the fall; it is also a picture of man’s spiritual 
condition.  Christ’s healing of the sick is a beautiful demonstration of his power to save 
us from sin and death.  Similarly, his driving demons out of the possessed was a 
demonstration of his power to deliver human beings from the power of evil.  These 
miracles demonstrated that we need help we cannot get from other human beings. 
 
4. They demonstrate the love that Jesus has for us 
The Lord heals all who come to him.  However, it’s interesting that the miracles most 
frequently recorded in detail are for the benefit of the downtrodden, the outcast, the weak 
and helpless.  It’s no accident that in the coming chapters, Matthew records first the 
healing of a leper, then a Gentile, and then a woman.  In Jesus there is a love for others 
that transcends all the barriers that ordinarily keep human beings apart from one another.  
He suffered with those in need, he felt their sorrow and their despair and was moved to 
help them.  "Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows" (Isa 53:4).  Jesus 
wasn’t performing parlor tricks; he wasn’t levitating people or bringing a rabbit out of a 
hat.  He was delivering people from the scourges that were making them miserable.  They 
revealed Christ’s compassion for the needy, his sympathy and his kindness.   
 
Application:  The 20th century controversy over miracles 
Miracles were virtually inevitable given the identity of Jesus of Nazareth.  “The New 
Testament without the [supernatural] would be far easier to believe.  But the trouble is, it 
would not be worth believing.  Without the miracles the New Testament would contain 
an account of a holy man….  But of what benefit would such a man, and the death which 
marked his failure, be to us? … Without the miracles we should have a teacher; with the 
miracles we have a Savior” (Machen, Christianity and Liberalism, p. 103-104).  
Christians are no more gullible than anyone else and should be much less so.  
 
Conclusion:  Blaise Pascal and Eta Linnemann 

Living as Slaves or Sons? (Gal 3:26—4:10) 
Review:  Paul’s passion and purpose 
3:23, the law was our prison warden; 3:24, our tutor/pedagogue to lead us to Christ. 
 
1. The Position of Sonship (Gal 3:26-29):  In Christ, we stand as children of God. 
A warm and loving relationship with a father is one of the most delightful of all 
relationships; but one of the most bitter is that of an unhappy slave with a demanding 
master. Paul draws upon this contrast to illustrate the Christian life.  Here, the law acts as 
a guardian who controls an heir until the age of majority.  The child lives as a slave rather 
than a freeman and an heir, even though he owns everything, because he is subject to the 
rule of others.  
 
2. The Privileges of Sonship (Gal 4:1-10):  In Christ, we have the spirit of adoption and 
all of the privileges as members of God’s family.   
We experience redemption—freedom from bondage to the law’s condemnation.  We 
experience adoption—freedom to call upon God as our “Abba, Father.”  We experience 
sanctification—freedom from the dominion of sin by the power of the Spirit.  “Now, 
therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God," (Eph 2:19) 
 

Illustration: The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:20-24) 
The Father clothed him (a robe), as we are clothed with Christ (Gal 3:27).  The Father 
marked his freedom (sandals, slaves went barefoot).  The Father acknowledged him as 
son (a ring).  The Father provided the best for him (a fattened calf). 
 
Application: The Orphan vs. The Son/Daughter 
Feels alone; lacks a vital daily intimacy with 
God; a vacuum of self concern. 

Has a growing assurance that “God is really my 
loving Heavenly Father” (I John 4:16) 

Anxious over “needs”:  friends, money, etc; 
“I’m all alone and nobody cares.”  Has “little 
faith,” lots of fear, little ability to really trust 
God. 

A daily working trust in God’s sovereign plan 
for his life as loving, wise and best. Believes 
God is good; has a growing confidence in His 
loving care; being freed from worry (Mt 6:25).   

Proud; resists authority; not easily teachable; 
heart is not soft. 

Has a soft (broken and contrite) heart. (Psalm 
51:17); Teachable. 

Tends to be ungrateful, complaining; bitter; 
critical spirit. Tears down others. 

By the Spirit guides the tongue for edification, 
thanksgiving, encouragement. (Gal 5:22ff, etc.) 

Gossips (confesses other people’s sins); needs 
to criticize others to feel secure; a “competent 
analyst” of others’ weaknesses. 

Is able to freely confess his/her faults to others, 
doesn’t always have to be right; is finding that 
he/she is often wrong; is eager to grow. 

Feels powerless to defeat the flesh; has no real 
“heart victory” over pet sins—yet has lost 
his/her sense of being sinful. 

As he/she rests in Christ, he/she is seeing more 
and more victory over the flesh (Romans 8:1-
9)—yet he/she sees himself/herself as sinful. 

Is relatively prayerless; prayer is a “last resort,” 
and seldom in private. 

Prayer is a vital part of the day, loves to talk to 
the Father. (I Thess. 5:16-18) 

The Bible’s promises of spiritual power and joy 
mock him/her. “What has happened to all your 
joy?” (Galatians 4:15) 

God’s promises of power and joy are beginning 
to describe him/her. (Rom. 15:13) 

Lacks passion to share the gospel (since his/her 
Christian life is not really good news); or tends 
to be motivated by a sense of obligation and 
duty, not love. “All these years I’ve been 
slaving for you…” (Luke 15:29) 

Has a desire to see people come to know Jesus 
the way he/she does, shares the gospel with 
others, even when not under the outward 
pressure of a (good) program. “…the love of 
Christ constrains us.” (2 Cor. 5:14) 


