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With this sermon we come to the end of our studies on the book of Exodus. I 
hope and pray that the book of Exodus is more intelligible to us now, and is more 
helpful for us as well. The outline of the whole book has been the exodus from Egypt 
in chapters 1-15; Mount Sinai from chapters 16-24, and true and false worship from 
chapters 25-40. To put it another way, salvation leads us to gratitude, which leads to 
worship. The whole point of the book is point out for us the glory of our God. We 
learned that He was greater than all the gods that the Egyptians worshiped, since our 
one true God destroyed all the false gods in the great cosmic divine warfare of the 
plagues. We learned that God is perfect and just, and can therefore command our 
obedience. We learned that God commands our worship as the only person worthy of 
such worship. The book of Exodus echoes and re-echoes with the glory of God. The 
glory is shown most perfectly in the person and work of Jesus Christ, who is the 
subject matter about whom Moses writes. Jesus Christ shows forth for us the glory of 
God in the new Exodus that He brings about, the new and far greater gratitude that we 
can now show, and the pure worship of God in Spirit and in truth. The glory of God in 
the Exodus is the glory of Jesus Christ. And that glory is the final note of the book of 
Exodus, as well. 

The chapter is built like a crescendo in music: it gets gradually louder and 
louder, and the suspense grows and grows as the people watch the tabernacle being 
assembled. As each piece is put in place, the people wonder if God will show up. That 
is why I read the text the way I did, with a pause at the end of each piece as it was put 
in place, to see if the Lord would show up. It is only when the whole is finished that the 
Lord shows up in all His glory. It is like a machine that is being put together that will not 
work at all unless every single piece is in its rightful place. This tells us something 
about the tabernacle: every single piece of it was vitally important. If any one of those 
pieces were out of place or hadn't been made correctly, then the Lord would not have 
come down in glory at the end. 

Another important point to notice here is that the structure of the chapter has the 
same pattern to it that the instructions for building all the elements of the tabernacle 
had: the instructions come first, followed by the account of the fulfilling of those 
instructions. Last week we saw how that pattern worked before the golden calf incident 
and after the gold calf. This week we see it on a smaller scale, with the instructions 
coming first in verses 1-15, and the fulfillment of those instructions in verses 16-33. 

It is in this chapter that we learn about the precise locations of many of the 
articles of the tabernacle. We saw before that the location of each and every element 
of the tabernacle had something important to teach us. For instance, the altar of 
incense was located just outside the veil that separated the Holy Place from the Most 
Holy Place. The reason for that is that prayer needs to come directly before God, and 
so the incense is close to where God was so that He would “smell” it. 



Another example of the important of location: the seven-branched candelabra, 
called the Menorah, was located opposite the table of showbread, and was higher than 
the table, so that light from the candles would illumine the table of showbread. The 
lampstand is connected to the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden, and also points 
forward to Jesus, the light of the world, who sheds light on the bread of life that He 
offers us in Himself. The Tree of Life in the Menorah was located outside the Most 
Holy Place, which tells us that it was located in a place of grace. God showed His 
grace to us by shedding light into the darkness where we are, rather than forcing us to 
come to where He is. We could not do that anyway, because of our sin. But God has 
come down to us. 

A third example will show us the principle of location quite conclusively: the altar 
of sacrifice was the first thing anyone would see when they came through the curtains 
that surrounded the courtyard. This tells us that we cannot approach God in any way 
without a sacrifice being made for us. The Lord Jesus Christ is that great sacrifice for 
our sins. Now we may enter behind the veil, which was itself ripped from top to bottom 
when Jesus died on the cross. That ripping of the veil meant that we now have access 
to the Most Holy Place itself through the blood of Jesus, which brought an end to all 
sacrifices. If we have access to God Himself through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, then 
no more sacrifices are needed. So we see that the location of the various articles of 
furniture are very important, and have a lot to teach us about the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. 

As each piece of furniture was put in place, there was a rising expectation and 
perhaps fear that the Lord would not come when it was all done. Would He come to be 
with the people or not? We could have guessed the answer, given the fact that the 
Lord commanded them to finish work on the tabernacle even after the golden calf 
incident. Sometimes, though, it is one thing to hear and sort of believe that it might 
happen, and another thing entirely to see it happen. The last thing to go up was the 
screen of the courtyard. The obedience of Moses to all the commands of the Lord had 
the result of the assurance of God's presence. This is true for us as well. If we want to 
know that God is with us, and not be in any doubt, we will get busy about obeying the 
Lord God. Few things in life give us more assurance of God's love for us than 
obedience does. Similarly, nothing attacks our assurance quite like disobedience does.  

No sooner was the screen in place then the glory of the Lord descended and 
covered the tent of meeting. It was such a glorious manifestation of God's glory that 
not even Moses was able to enter the tabernacle. This was a different showing of glory 
than the pillar of cloud and fire. The cloud and the fire were still there, but it no longer 
looked like a pillar. The reason for this is obvious: the glory of the Lord now had a 
dwelling place among His people. 

It was, then, in the fullness of time that God came and pitched His tent among 
His people. The fullness of time was when everything was exactly in the right place. 
This principle we see also at work when Jesus Christ came to earth. As Paul says in 
Galatians, it was in the fullness of time that Christ came. That means that everything 
was prepared. All the events of the earth had been arranged very carefully by God, 



just like Moses did with the articles of furniture. Some of things bear repeating: there 
was a peace over the whole Roman world, and there were roads to get from one place 
to another quite easily. There were common languages of the day, most notably 
Greek. Just about everyone spoke Greek in those days. The prophecies from Daniel 
that gave the period as roughly 490 years from the end of captivity to the birth of Christ 
had also been completed. Everything was in place. And so, when we read John 1:14, 
so many layers of meaning and Old Testament echoes should rise to our mind as we 
hear these words translated quite literally: “the Word became flesh, and pitched His 
tabernacle among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” The new Moses erects a new tabernacle in Himself, in 
his own body, at the fullness of time. And so the ultimate meaning of Exodus 40 must 
be found in the Incarnation of Jesus Christ at just the right time, after long preparation 
and arrangement. For that was when glory came down and dwelt with man in an even 
closer way than during Moses time. For God Himself dwelt in a human body, a human 
tabernacle, a tabernacle that was human in its very essence. 

Paul and Peter, in the letters they wrote, talk about a new temple that God is 
building. It is the final temple, the final dwelling of God with man. It is called the church. 
God is building it living stone by living stone. We are each stones, packed tight with all 
the other stones around us, awaiting that moment when the last stone shall be put in 
its proper place, and the glory of Lord will once again fill the living temple. That is the 
new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. And then we will hear the loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them as their God.” Revelation 21 tells us this. The story 
that is the Exodus has its final ending point in the last few chapters of Revelation. 

So what should we take away, practically speaking, from the book of Exodus as 
a whole as it climaxes in the final chapter of the book? Well, firstly, we need a God to 
save us from our Egypt of sin and death. We are helplessly enslaved in our own 
natural states. And even when we are rescued, there still remain the remnants of 
Egypt in our lives. As someone once said, it is much easier to take Israel out of Egypt 
than it is to take Egypt out of Israel. Only God can do that. If it has not happened for 
you, then throw all your trust and belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, and He will lead you 
out of Egypt, and will gradually take Egypt out of you. The Exodus of the Old 
Testament points to the newer Exodus of Jesus Christ. This is our story, not just a 
story of people who lived long ago. 

Secondly, we need to show God the proper gratitude for His saving us from our 
sins. We do that by our obedience. Remember that talking about obedience is not 
legalism. It is legalism if we think that our obedience is what makes us right with God. 
But obedience has its proper place in the Christian life, contrary to what many outside 
and inside the church are saying nowadays. There is nothing more unpopular than 
obedience to God. And yet, God loves it when we obey Him. While our obedience 
does not save us, it does play a significant role in our assurance of salvation. We need 
to do what the Lord says. In order to do that, we need to have a willing and teachable 



heart. That is something also which only the Lord can give us. And so we need to pray 
that God will give that to us. 

Thirdly, it all leads to worship. Someone has well said that all true theology 
begins and ends with worship. The Christian life ends in worship. It all leads to the 
glory of God, and so we must give all that glory to God. He is the God who overcomes 
our false gods, takes us out of Egypt, takes the Egypt out of us, and leads us to 
Himself, so that He can pitch His tent inside us, and dwell in us by that great glory that 
is the Holy Spirit. 

Fourthly, we need to look ahead with wonder, expectation, and hope to the new 
heavens and the new earth, where God will dwell with us in an unbroken, eternal 
fellowship that will delight and astonish us every single moment. Someone might be 
tempted to think that this sort of thinking about the future will make us unfruitful here 
and now. As we will see, Lord-willing, in our study of Revelation, however, we need to 
think about the present time from the perspective of what is coming, or else we will be 
actually fruitless. It is only from the perspective of the future glory that God will bring 
that we can truly live this life for the glory of God. May we each and every one of us 
cling to the promises of God, which are all yes and amen in Christ Jesus, the glory of 
the Father. To God be the glory forever and ever, Amen.        

 


