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1 Corinthians 5:9-13  “Judging Those Inside the Church”  Mar 23, 2014 

Deuteronomy 24:5-22 

Psalm 112 

 

There are several passages in Deuteronomy that include the line, 

 “so you shall purge the evil from your midst.” 

 

In each case, it is referring to the death penalty. 

 

The first two times, in 13:5 and in 17:7 and 12 the reason is idolatry  

that led Israel to worship other gods. 

In 19:19, the reason is bearing false witness that resulted in the death of the innocent. 

In 21:21, the reason is that a son is stubborn and rebellious – a glutton and a drunkard. 

In 22:21 and 24, the reason is sexual immorality. 

And here in 24:7, it is kidnapping and slavery – 

 in the context of a variety of laws about economic justice. 

 

In other words, throughout Deuteronomy Moses is laying out the sort of community 

 that should characterize Israel. 

Those who wish to be part of the community  

should live in a way that is consistent with God’s rule. 

 

Paul will use precisely the same terms in 1 Corinthians 5 to describe the church. 

 The church is the same covenant community as Israel. 

If you refuse to live in that way, you will be removed from the community. 

  

Before the 1830s, businessmen and lawyers  

would often refrain from joining the Christian church  

because they knew that the church might cast them out  

for their greed and dishonest practices. 

 

In Lexington, Kentucky, in 1823, there was exactly one lawyer out of dozens 

who was a communicant member of a Christian church.  

Almost every lawyer went to church on Sunday! 

  but only one was willing to subject himself to the discipline of the church. 

 

Gradually, however, churches stopped disciplining people for “economic sins” – 

 and by the 1850s the same men who refused to join the church earlier 

  were now the ruling elders. 

 

In contrast, Psalm 112 describes the economic conduct of the blessed man – 

 the one who fears the LORD and delights in his commands! 

 

Sing Psalm 112 

Read 1 Cor 5 
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Over the last couple weeks we’ve been looking at what it means to judge. 

 In chapter 4, we saw how Paul urged the Corinthians to judge by the way of the cross. 

  Paul says that with respect to “things now hidden in darkness” – 

   we should not judge. 

 

  “Do not pronounce judgment before the time – before the Lord comes.” 

 

  Secret things, hidden things, “the purposes of the heart” – 

   as Paul calls them in chapter 4, verse 5 – 

    are not our business. 

  That’s why Paul uses the Corinthians’ dispute over Paul, Apollos, and Peter 

   as an example so that they may learn “not to go beyond what is written.” 

 

God has given different gifts to each. 

  

But as we saw last time, Paul’s tolerance of diversity has limits! 

 And today Paul clearly explains when the church ought to judge. 

  

 Judging is not about having an opinion. 

 When someone says, “Don’t judge me” – 

  what they really mean is “don’t think poorly of me.” 

 When Paul talks about judging, 

  he is talking about a judicial verdict. 

 

And to understand how this works,  

we need to look at the Gospel foundation of church discipline. 

And Paul roots the whole discussion in the Passover. 

 

Introduction: Christ, Our Passover – the Gospel Foundation of Church Discipline (v6-8) 
6 

Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 
7 

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For 

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 
8 

Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with 

the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 

truth. 

 

In verse 7 Paul distinguishes between the “old leaven” and the “new lump,” 

 and he says, “Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, 

  as you really are unleavened.” 

  

Think about that for a second. 

 Paul wants us to cleanse out the old leaven, so that we may be a new lump. 

 Paul is comparing the church to a lump of dough. 

  If there is leaven in the dough,  

   then the whole lump will be leavened. 

 And yet Paul says, “cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump.” 
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 The Corinthians might be tempted to reply, 

  “But Paul, it’s too late – we’re already leavened. 

   Once the lump is leavened, you can’t go back! 

You have to throw the whole lump out and start over!” 

 

That’s why Paul says, “For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.” 

 If you look honestly at your life, you see a lot of leaven – you see “malice and evil” –  

  you don’t just see “sincerity and truth”! 

 Do I need to be thrown out too? 

 

But Paul says you really are unleavened! 

 For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 

 What does that mean? 

  For Israel in Egypt, that meant that God’s judgment would pass over their houses. 

  That night in Egypt, the angel of death was going to strike down  

the firstborn of man and of beast in every home in Egypt. 

  Not just the Egyptians! 

   Everyone. 

  If you did not sacrifice the Passover Lamb 

   and spread its blood on the lintels of their door 

    then your firstborn would die. 

 

 The death of the firstborn was a sign of the final judgment. 

  Judgment Day is coming. 

  God’s eschatological day of reckoning is at hand. 

  And only the blood of the Passover lamb can turn it from its path. 

 

And so, when you look at the leaven in your life – 

 when you look at the leaven in the church – 

  and you are tempted to give up! – 

 remember that Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 

 

The judgment of God fell upon his firstborn, 

 so that we might be cleansed and made a new lump. 

 

God is the one who has cleansed the old leaven out of his household. 

 Notice that for Paul this does not result in an “anything goes” mentality. 

 The Corinthians seemed to think that because salvation is all of God, 

  therefore we don’t have to do anything! 

 Paul distinguishes. 

  He agrees that Christ is our Passover lam. 

  He agrees that we have become a new lump. 

 

 Therefore, Paul says, we must clean out the old leaven. 

  The old leaven is inconsistent with your identity as a new lump. 

  Therefore get rid of it. 
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I like Thiselton’s way of putting it: 

 “Here, for Paul, the old is abolished  

and the blood of the Passover lamb ratifies the promises of redemption  

from bondage (where “Egypt” symbolizes the bondage of human existence  

 without Christ)  

to a new purity and freedom  

by a costly act.” (405) 

 Cleaning out the old leaven is costly. 

 It’s hard. 

  Dealing with that man who is sleeping with his father’s wife won’t be easy. 

  The church will certainly be smaller – 

   because not only will that man be expelled,  

    but probably there will be others who will leave. 

  Dealing with sin is always costly. 

   

 Remember the cross. 

  “The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing,  

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (1:18) 

  “we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,  

but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,  

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1:25) 

  “I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified”  

   (2:2) 

 Now Paul is applying the cross to the church. 

  What does it mean to know nothing except Jesus Christ and him crucified 

   when a man is sleeping with his father’s wife? 

  What does it mean to preach Christ crucified 

   when malice and evil is at work in the church? 

   

 The word of the cross – the power of God displayed in weakness, 

  as his own firstborn Son became the Passover lamb – sacrificed for us! 

 

This gospel message is at the heart and soul of Paul’s discussion of church discipline. 

 The reason why the church must clean out the old leaven  

  is because of the gospel! 

  It is because of the cross. 

 

If we are to celebrate the festival – 

 if we are to rejoice and be glad at the triumph of Jesus over sin and death – 

  then that triumph must mean something! 

 

If Jesus defeated the powers of sin, death, and the devil, 

 just so that we might go on with our wicked lives as though nothing had changed – 

  then so what?! 

 



 5

But Paul’s point in 1 Corinthians is that the work of Christ that justifies us – 

 is the same work that sanctifies us. 

 

And so we are to celebrate the festival! 

 It’s possible that Paul is writing in the spring as Passover is approaching, 

  but his point is not about a particular time of year! 

 His point is that the whole of the Christian life  

should be a sort of feast of unleavened bread. 

 He’s not saying “get rid of leaven for a week” – 

  after all, Christ is our Passover lamb, not just one day out of the year – 

  but every day! 

 

John Chrysostom commented on this verse, 

“the whole of time is a festival to Christians,  

because of the excellency of the good things which we have been given.” (AT 406) 

 

So Christ our Passover is the gospel foundation of church discipline. 

 And because of that, verses 9-13 necessarily follow! 

 If you understand what Jesus did on the cross, 

  then you will not judge outsiders – 

  but you will judge those inside the church who trample on Christ. 

 

1. “Do Not Associate” – The New Humanity in Corinth and South Bend (v9-11) 
In verses 9-10 Paul corrects their misunderstanding: 

 
9 

I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 
10 

not at all meaning 

the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you 

would need to go out of the world. 

 

The Corinthians seem to have gotten everything backwards. 

 They seem to have thought that Christians are “free from the law” – 

  and so could do whatever they want – 

  but they should not associate with “immoral people” outside the church. 

 But Paul points out that you would have to withdraw from the world entirely 

  if you wished to do that! 

 

So what is Paul saying. 

 The word translated “associate” is important. 

 It is formed from a root meaning “to mix” 

  joined with two prefixes that could most simply be translated, 

   “to mix up with.” 

 So Paul is saying “don’t get mixed up with sexually immoral people.” 

 

“Associate” works just fine so long as you understand  

that “association” has to do with being mixed up together! 

It doesn’t mean that you cannot talk to the person on the street. 
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It’s not like the old Mennonite practice of “shunning” – 

 where they pretend the person doesn’t exist. 

 

The basic question is: 

 can you be “mixed up together” in an organization  

with someone who is sexually immoral? 

And Paul’s answer is – 

 Yes and no. 

When it comes the boundaries of the Christian community, 

 we must not be mixed up together. 

There must be no hint that the Christian community tolerates immoral behavior  

 among its own members. 

 

Now, when it comes to secular associations, 

 you can be mixed up with sexually immoral people without difficulty. 

It can be difficult – 

 but if you know that your boss is an adulterer,  

  that doesn’t mean that you have to quit 

 (you may reach a point where you lose so much respect for him that you quit anyway – 

  but Paul’s point is that we expect the world to live in a worldly way). 

 

That’s why Paul extends the list from sexual immorality to include two other groups: 

 the greedy and swindlers,  

and idolaters. 

 

Do you remember what we saw in Deuteronomy? 

 It’s the same list! 

 Paul looks at the problems in Corinth and says, 

  guess what?  

 The same issues Moses addressed are the same issues here! 

 

Here in chapters 5-7 Paul will deal with sexual immorality and greed. 

Then in chapters 8-11 Paul will deal with idolaters. 

 

 First, a note on greedy swindlers: 

  like sexual immorality, greedy swindling, and idolatry refer to outward actions; 

  greed, at first blush, looks like it refers to inward disposition, 

   but in fact, the idea of greed is no more “inward” than sexual immorality. 

 

 After all, what is greed? 

  My Greek Lexicon defines it as  

“a strong desire to acquire more and more material possessions  

or to possess more things than other people have, all irrespective of need.” 

  How do you know if a person is greedy? 

  It’s because they do it!  

  A greedy person is someone who acquires more and more material possessions – 
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   irrespective of need. 

  Acquisitive materialism. 

 People who are always getting stuff are greedy. 

 And Paul connects greed and swindling (or robbing) – 

  the idea is that if my desire for stuff results in you not having stuff, 

  then my greed has turned into robbery. 

 

 If you are pushing other people down while you are trying to climb the ladder of success, 

  then you are greedy 

   (and quite frankly, if you don’t think about others while you are climbing, 

    then you are probably greedy as well!). 

 

I know of companies that are very slow to pay their debts – 

 but insistent on prompt payment by others! 

 

They are greedy swindlers! 

 They are using their economic clout to enrich themselves and impoverish others. 

 That’s a classic case of what “unjust balances” looks like in a modern economy. 

 And Paul says, you can work for a company like that – 

  you can be “mixed up with” them – 

   but the church may not engage in such practices! 

 (And if you have a say in how your company does business, 

  you had better do everything in your power to change it!) 

 

So you should expect to be mixed up with sexually immoral people in the world. 

You should expect to be mixed up with greedy swindlers –  

robbers whose drive to acquire stuff leads them to harm others. 

 

Sexually immorality and greed are very similar. 

 

Sexual immorality refers to any sexual practice other than what God commanded in marriage. 

Greed refers to any acquisition of stuff other than what God commanded in our daily labors. 

 (and don’t get me wrong: there can be sexual immorality within marriage – 

  just like there can be greed within our daily labors). 

 

But notice what two categories we are dealing with here: 

 in the beginning God blessed Adam and Eve, 

  “be fruitful and multiply – fill the earth and subdue it – 

   have dominion over the creatures.” 

 Sex and labor – the two basic callings of Adam and Eve – 

  were both created to be good – 

  and both have been twisted by sin. 

 

And that’s why Paul adds a third: 

 Idolaters – those who worship and serve the creature rather than the Creator. 

 As far as we know, this is the first time that the word “idolatry” was ever used. 
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  Paul may have coined the term in this epistle, 

   by blending the word “worship” and the word “image.” 

  Idolater simply means “image-worshiper” 

 

 As we go forward in Corinthians, Paul will deal with idolatry in chapters 8-11. 

 

But the reason why he introduces the term here 

 is to show why Christians should not hesitate to get “mixed up with” unbelievers  

  in their secular employments. 

 

After all, most of the Corinthians had very little control over their “associations.” 

 The world of Corinth was all about “getting ahead” – 

  using shrewd business tactics and associations to “make something” of yourself. 

 And partaking of religious feasts was a central part of this world. 

  

Paul wants to help the Corinthians think through 

 “what does it mean to live as a Christian  

in the midst of a world that is in rebellion against God?” 

 

Those whose lives are characterized by the wisdom and power of this age – 

 who are seeking simply the pleasures, the powers, and the peace of this world – 

  are only concerned with the here-and-now. 

 They are not concerned with the Day of the Lord. 

 

And so we can associate with immoral people without difficulty  

 since we don’t expect them to be different! 

 

But those whose citizenship is in heaven should be different. 

 

And so Paul says in verse 11: 

 

 
11 

But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he 

is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not 

even to eat with such a one. 

 

Now, here’s the thing to remember: 

 this is a you plural. 

This is not something that an individual Christian can decide alone. 

 Paul writes to the church and says that we should not be mixed up with anyone  

who bears the name of brother if he is sexually immoral, or greedy, or an idolater,  

 or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler. 

  

The name of brother is inconsistent with the continued practice of sexual immorality, 

 greed, idolatry, slandering, drunkenness, swindling. 

 

Notice that Paul adds slanderer and drunkard to the list  
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(both items that were to be “purged” from Deuteronomy!). 

 Those who are habitually verbally abusive should be removed from the church. 

 In the same way that we tend to ignore greed, 

  we also tend to ignore verbal abuse. 

 Likewise, drunkards should be removed from the church. 

  I’m not fond of the word “alcoholic” – 

   since it misses the connotations of “drunkard.” 

  Like the reviler, the drunkard is one who doesn’t care about others. 

  The reviler uses words to control others – 

the drunkard uses alcohol to control others. 

 Both are utterly inconsistent with love for God and others. 

 

Those who repent can be forgiven – 

 but those who continue in their stance of rebellion against God  

cannot remain in the community. 

Paul’s assumption is that such a one will be excommunicated – 

 handed over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh 

  in order that the spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord. 

 Paul’s hope is that he will be saved – 

  but at the present he has been removed from the kingdom of light, 

  and returned to the kingdom of darkness. 

 

So what does it mean “do not even eat with such a one”? 

 After all, Paul has just said that you may associate with unbelievers! 

 If he has been removed from the status of “brother” – 

  then isn’t he just like an unbeliever? 

 

 Paul’s answer is no. 

  He is not just an unbeliever. 

  The name of “brother” cannot be so easily effaced. 

 Those who are excommunicated have a unique status. 

 

Think about it. 

 Verse 11 presupposes that the Corinthians have now done  

what Paul said to do in verses 4-5. 

 And yet this man who had his father’s wife is still referred to as one  

  “bearing the name of brother.” 

  

The one who is excommunicated is not simply an unbeliever. 

 He is an excommunicated brother. 

 

And that’s why Paul adds an extra command: 

 with such a one do not even eat. 

 

The excommunicated brother is one who once was closely identified with the community, 

 but now is excluded from that community. 
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The point is that he must be made to realize that when he abandoned the gospel – 

 by choosing sexual immorality, greed, or idolatry over Christ – 

  he not only rejected Christ, he also rejected the Christian community. 

 

There are many questions that arise here, 

 so let me focus our attention on what does this look like in South Bend? 

 

After all, I suspect that most of us know many people who are “called” brothers and sisters, 

 and yet are sexually immoral, or greedy, or idolaters – 

 and yet their churches do nothing about it – 

  and if their church tries, they’ll just change churches! 

 

What do we do? 

 We don’t have the authority to excommunicate them! 

  

The best thing that we can do is put into practice what Paul says in verse 12: 

 

2. Judging Insiders – The Double Standard of the Gospel (v12) 
12 

For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to 

judge? 

 

We must maintain a double standard! 

 Nowadays we usually think that double standards are bad. 

 But Paul urges us not to judge those outside the church – only those inside the church. 

 

It’s important for us to remember that Paul is not talking about being “judgmental” – 

 there’s no discussion here of your attitude towards others. 

 

The point has to do with legal jurisdiction. 

 If your unbelieving boss is sleeping around or is greedy or is verbally abusive – 

  we have no jurisdiction. 

 We do not render a verdict in his case. 

But if a member of Michiana Covenant is sleeping around or is greedy or is verbally abusive – 

 then we must render a verdict in his case! 

 

If the Christian community took this to heart and focused on cleaning out the old leaven – 

 calling people to account for their sexual conduct,  

their business conduct, and their personal conduct – 

 I suspect that the church would have a very different reputation in our society. 

 

The purpose of church discipline, 

as Thiselton says well: 

   is “for the preservation of its unity, holiness, catholicity, and apostolicity  

as expressing a distinctively Christian (or Christ-like) corporate identity  

which retains cohesion for its witness, nurture, and mission to the world.” (416) 
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What about outsiders? 

 

3. “Purge the Evil Person from among You” – the Spiritual Death Penalty (v13) 
13 

God judges those outside.  

 

This is why the church must proclaim the gospel! 

 You see this regularly in Paul’s preaching. 

 He warns “those outside” that judgment is coming! 

 

The day is coming when God will judge the world in righteousness – 

 and he has demonstrated this by raising Jesus from the dead. 

And every time the Christian church excommunicates someone – 

 handing them over to Satan – 

  returning them to the kingdom of death – 

 we remind the world of the fate that awaits those  

who will not repent and believe the gospel.  

 

“Purge the evil person from among you.” 

 

Those who insist on practicing wickedness must be banished – purged – expelled. 

 

As we saw in Deuteronomy 24, 

 this is a death sentence – 

  a death sentence for the very same range of things that Paul addresses in 1 Cor 5. 

 

The one who has been banished from the community has been isolated from the people of God, 

 and Paul hopes that such isolation will be part of what God will use  

for the salvation of the offender. 

 

Paul will go to say in chapter 6 that “such were some of you.” 

 Some of you were sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers,  

those who practice homosexuality, thieves, greedy, drunkards,  

verbally abusive, swindlers. 

 It was true in Corinth. 

 It’s still true in South Bend. 

“But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified  

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (6:9-11) 

 

 

 

[Bob Taylor and Michael Duryea and Matthew and Julie Smith] 


