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!
“CHRIST’S RESURRECTION”!!

I. Introduction !
A. In a recent film, a teenage boy asks his father the age-old question, ‘What 

is the meaning of life?’  !
B. The father responds by saying, “How… am I supposed to know?  You’re 

feeling things, right?” !
C. That might not seem like much of an answer, but if Jesus Christ is not 

risen from the dead it is an honest answer and a true answer.  !
D. If Christ has not been raised, then the only thing that we have is what we 

experience, for better or for worse.  !
E. This is the point that the apostle Paul is making in the passage we have 

just read from 1 Corinthians 15.  !
F. As we study this text today, we will focus on what it teaches us about the 

necessity, the effect, and the proclamation of Christ’s resurrection from the 
dead.  !

II. Its Necessity  !
A. Our text begins with Paul pointing out a doctrinal inconsistency in the 

Corinthian church.  !
1. He asks, “if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can 

some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?”  !
2. While these believers had received the proclamation of Christ’s 

resurrection from the dead, some of them were denying that there 
will be a bodily resurrection of Christians at the end of the age.  !

3. This was probably due to the influence of Greek ideas about the 
inherent undesirability of the body.  !
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4. For people influenced by such thinking, the notion that human 
existence in the afterlife would be physical was looked upon as 
both absurd and unwanted.  !

5. There are plenty of people in the world today who scoff at the idea 
of bodily resurrection.  !

6. In every culture, there are always going to be widely-held 
assumptions that make various aspects of the gospel seem 
implausible.  !

7. We need to be aware of this, or else we will invariably be 
influenced by thoese assumptions ourselves.  !

B. Paul tells the Corinthians that their denial of the future resurrection of 
believers has a devastating effect upon an essential element of the 
Christian faith.  !
1. If the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised.  !
2. And if Christ has not been raised, then the message that Paul 

preached is a sham.  !
3. By saying this, Paul makes it clear that the Christian faith is rooted 

in historical events.  !
4. We are reminded of this every time we recite the Apostles’ Creed:  

we believe that Jesus Christ was born to a woman whose name was 
Mary, that he suffered under a Roman governor named Pontius 
Pilate, that he was buried in a tomb, that he rose again from the 
dead three days after he had been crucified.  !

5. If these things did not really happen, then Christianity is utterly 
worthless because it is not true.  !

6. Of course, some people do try to present the Christian faith as a 
way of life apart from the historical realities upon which it is 
founded, but such people are not presenting the Christian faith.  !
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7. Christianity without the bodily resurrection of Christ is not 
Christianity.  !

C. The reason why Paul makes such a big deal about this is because the 
gospel is an announcement about how God has provided for the 
forgiveness of our sins.  !
1. We see this in Paul’s summary of the gospel earlier in this chapter, 

where he writes:  “For I delivered to you as of first importance what 
I also received:  that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to [a series 
of witnesses].” (1 Cor. 15:3-4)  !

2. If Christ has not been raised, we have no reason to believe that his 
death was any different than any other man’s death.  !

3. If Christ has not been raised, then death had a legitimate claim on 
him and he did not die for our sins.  !

4. This would mean that we are still dead in our sins and still subject 
to God’s judgment.  !

5. It would mean that the dead in Christ have been lost forever.  !
6. Everything hangs on Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  !

III. Its Effect  !
A. We turn now to the second paragraph in our passage, where Paul’s focus 

is upon the effect of Christ’s resurrection.  !
1. He refers to Christ as “the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep.”  !
2. Paul says this because Jesus was raised from the dead on the day of 

the Feast of Firstfruits, which was the first part of the Feast of 
Harvest in Israel.  !
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3. At the Feast of Firstfruits, the Israelites brought a sheaf of the first 
part of their harvest to the priest, who then waved that sheaf before 
the Lord so that the people might be accepted by God.  !

4. The second part of the Feast of Harvest took place fifty days later, 
celebrating the end of the harvest.  !

5. By calling Jesus the firstfruits, Paul is saying that Jesus is the initial 
installment of the resurrection harvest.  !

6. The resurrection of believers on the last day will be the final stage 
of the harvest that began on the first Easter Sunday.  !

7. This means Jesus’ bodily resurrection is the source and cause of our 
eventual bodily resurrection.  !

8. The fact that he has been raised guarantees that all who believe in 
him will be raised.  !

B. Paul explains this further by drawing a comparison between Christ and 
Adam.  !
1. Adam represented the entire human race when he sinned against 

God by eating from the tree in the Garden.  !
2. That sin resulted in the entire race being plunged into an estate of 

sin and misery.  !
3. As our Shorter Catechism explains, in our fallen estate we have 

“lost communion with God, are under his wrath and curse, and so 
made liable to all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and to the 
pains of hell forever.” [WSC 19]  !

4. That is where every human being stands as long as they are 
represented by Adam.  !

5. But Christ came into the world as another Adam, as the last Adam.  !
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6. When we lay hold of Christ by faith, we cease to be in the first 
Adam and are found in Christ as the last Adam.  !

7. And if we belong to Christ, we will be made alive on the day of his 
coming.  !

8. In the words of one commentator, “At present no man can resist the  
touch of death.  Then death will be able to touch no [one who 
belongs to Christ].” [Morris, 217]  !

C. Paul tells us that the return of Christ will usher in the consummated 
kingdom of God.  !
1. At Christ’s Second Coming, all things will be put in perfect 

subjection to him.  !
2. Of course, all things are under his authority at this very moment, 

but we do not yet see everything in subjection to him.  !
3. We do not see Jesus reigning in glory when we look at the world or 

the church or the lives of individual Christians.  !
4. At present, Christ is subduing his people to himself through the 

proclamation of the gospel.  !
5. When he returns, he will put all his enemies under his feet as the 

Judge of all the earth.  !
D. Our passage also says that when that day arrives, Christ will be subjected 

to God, that God may be all in all.  !
1. This does not mean that Jesus is subordinate to God in terms of his 

essential nature.  !
2. Jesus is fully God, which means he is co-equal with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit.  !
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3. Paul is simply saying that Jesus submitted himself to the will of 
God the Father in his mediatorial office as the last Adam.  !

4. Jesus undertook the task of being made man in order to accomplish 
what the first Adam failed to accomplish.  !

5. Jesus became a man in order to fulfill humanity’s God-given task of 
subduing all creation under God’s rule.  !

6. Once Jesus has accomplished this task, he will say, ‘Mission 
accomplished’, and hand the kingdom over to God.  !

IV. Its Proclamation !
A. This brings us to the third paragraph in our text, where the emphasis is 

upon the proclamation of the gospel.  !
1. This paragraph begins with one of the most difficult verses to 

interpret in the entire New Testament.  !
2. What in the world does Paul mean when he speaks of people being 

baptized on behalf of the dead?  !
3. Some see this as a reference to a practice that may have been taking 

place in the Corinthian church, a practice in which living believers 
would undergo baptism as proxies for those who had died before 
they were able to be baptized.  !

4. Most of those who interpret the verse this way are quick to point 
out that Paul does not say that he approves of this practice but is 
only using it to make a point about the resurrection of the dead.  !

5. While that is the most widely held interpretation, I find it hard to 
believe that Paul would mention a superstitious practice that is 
without any biblical support without confronting that practice.  !

6. Perhaps “the dead” refers to our bodies, which are subject to death 
and decay.  !



1 Corinthians 15:12-34 (a.m.)!
Easter Sunday!

Page "  of "7 8 Grace PC, Laconia (4/5/15)!
Rev. Andy Wilson

7. Or perhaps Paul is talking about people who got baptized on their 
deathbeds.  !

8. Or perhaps this is referring to people who underwent baptism with 
the hope of being eventually reunited with deceased loved ones 
who were Christians.  !

9. Whatever Paul means by “being baptized on behalf of the dead”, 
the point that he is making is quite clear.  !

10. He is saying that it makes no sense to do this if the dead are not 
raised.  !

B. Paul also calls attention to the dangers that he faces in his ministry.  !
1. Why would he be willing to suffer so much for the sake of the 

gospel if the dead are not raised?  !
2. Why would anyone be willing to suffer for Christ?  !
3. Why not just devote your life to the pursuit of pleasure?  !
4. In Paul’s words, “If the dead are not raised, ‘Let us eat and drink, 

for tomorrow we die.’”  !
C. The passage ends with Paul confronting the Corinthians for tolerating 

such teaching in their midst.  !
1. He says, “Do not be deceived:  ‘Bad company ruins good morals.’”  !
2. These Christians needed to be more careful about who they were 

having fellowship with.  !
3. They should not have been treating people who denied the 

resurrection of the dead as fellow believers.  !
4. This is a teaching that needs to be applied by Christians today.  !
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5. There are many people these days who call themselves Christians 
but who reject basic Christian doctrines and the Bible’s basic ethical 
principles.  !

6. We should certainly be kind and respectful to such people, but we 
cannot accept them as Christians.  !

7. We need to do all that we can to spread the true knowledge of God, 
and this requires that we be careful not to lend any legitimacy to 
those who reject central elements of the Christian faith.  !

V. Conclusion !
A. The only way this life can have any meaning beyond the things that we 

experience in it is if Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead.  !
B. If Christ has been raised, then those who believe in him have an anchor 

that will hold fast through all the storms of life — even death itself.  !
C. Our Savior has already entered into the resurrected state, and he will not 

fail to bring all who belong to him into that state with him.  !
D. As he said to Lazarus’ sister Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life.  

Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me shall never die.  Do you believe this?” (Jn. 
11:25-26)  !

E. If you can join Martha in answering ‘Yes’ to Jesus’ question, then you are a 
part of the resurrection harvest that began on that first Easter Sunday.  !

F. And if you have not yet answered ‘Yes’ to Jesus’ question, then I urge you 
to believe on him today, so that you may share in this great hope, the only 
hope that gives life meaning.  
 


