
Text: 1Corintians 15:58 
Title: Living in the Light of the Resurrection. 
Thesis: The certainty of the resurrection gives meaning to your life’s work. 
Purpose: To encourage the people that their labors in the Lord are not in vain and thus 
motivate them to be always abounding in the work of the Lord.  
Intro: 
 General: What difference does the certainty of the resurrection make in life? 
 Structural: We will look at the certainty of the resurrection and the consequence 
that Paul draws from it. 
 Personal: You will learn that the resurrection gives meaning to your life’s work. 

I. The certainty of the resurrection. If you are in Christ, your resurrection is as 
certain as Christ’s. 
A. The certainty of Christ’s resurrection. (1CO 15:1-8) 
B. The certainty of your resurrection if you are in Christ. (1 CO 15:20-23; 

35-57) 

II. The consequence of the certainty of the resurrection: your labors in the Lord 
are not in vain. 
A. 1 CO 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

B. If there is no resurrection there is no meaning to life. 
1. ECC 1:1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in 

Jerusalem. [2] Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of 
vanities; all is vanity. [3] What profit hath a man of all his labour 
which he taketh under the sun? [4] One generation passeth away, 
and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever. [5] 
The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his 
place where he arose. [6] The wind goeth toward the south, and 
turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and 
the wind returneth again according to his circuits. [7] All the 
rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from 
whence the rivers come, thither they return again. [8] All things 
are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with 
seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. [9] The thing that hath 
been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that 
which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. 
[10] Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it 
hath been already of old time, which was before us. [11] There is 
no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any 
remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall 
come after. 



2. ECC 2:18 Yea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under the 
sun: because I should leave it unto the man that shall be after me. 
[19] And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool? 
yet shall he have rule over all my labour wherein I have 
laboured, and wherein I have shown myself wise under the sun. 
This is also vanity. [20] Therefore I went about to cause my heart 
to despair of all the labour which I took under the sun. [21] For 
there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and 
in equity; yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he 
leave it for his portion. This also is vanity and a great evil. [22] 
For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of his 
heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun? [23] For all his 
days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not 
rest in the night. This is also vanity. 

C. Because of the certainty of the resurrection your labor is not in vain but 
will be acknowledged and rewarded.  REV 14:13 And I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do follow them. 

D. Since your labor in the Lord is not in vain you should be always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. 

1. Fighting against sin, pursuing holiness. 
2. Serving the Lord in your vocation: husband, wife, child, job, etc. 
3. Ministry in the family, the church, and the community. 

E. Although you may not see great results from your labor in the Lord you 
can be certain that your labor is not in vain. 

Conclusion: When you live in the light of the resurrection you will live a life of 
meaningful labor in Christ’s kingdom instead of living a life of vanity and chasing after 
the wind.  The certainty of the resurrection gives meaning to your life’s work.   This fact 
should encourage you that your labors in the Lord are not in vain.  This being the case 
you should be motivated to be always abounding in the work of the Lord.   


