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THE RESURRECTION OF THE SON OF GOD 
 (SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2015) 

SCRIPTURE READING: PSALM 16; 1 COR. 15:1-11 

INTRODUCTION 

Charles Spurgeon has stated that “the resurrection is a fact better attested than any 
event recorded in any history, whether ancient or modern.”1 

In agreement with the words of Scripture found in 1 Cor. 15, John Calvin has rightly 
commented, “The resurrection of Christ is the most important article of our faith.”2 

Other people in the OT and the NT were brought back to life. Scripture is not silent 
or shy to show the power of God over death. 

It was not long before His own death and suffering that Jesus raised Lazarus from the 
dead after his body laid in his tomb for four days. 

None of these amazing miracles are identical to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

These other miracles all pointed to the resurrection of Jesus Christ but are not 
identical. Why? 

Only the resurrection of Jesus Christ shows that that the full justice of God for sin has 
been satisfied and that the power of death and the grave has truly been broken! 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the firstfruits! 

There was no other resurrection like it before. 

The only thing comparable is the resurrection at the end of time! 

And so rightfully we celebrate each Sunday, the triumph of Jesus Christ in His 
glorious resurrection. 

Charles Hodge has written: 

The resurrection of Christ, as the evidence of the sacrifice of his death being 
accepted, and of the validity of all his claims, is a much more decisive proof of the 
security of all who trust in him than his death could be.3 

                                                
1 John Blanchard, ed., The Complete Gathered Gold: a Treasury of Quotations for 
Christians (Accordance electronic ed. New York: Evangelical Press, 2006), n.p. 
2 Ibid. 



Page 2 of 12 - 4/5/15 

Because our joy, hope, and faith are so directly connected with the Resurrection, it is 
important that we know very well the story of the Christ’s resurrection as presented in 
the gospels and in 1 Cor. 15. 

God has given to us 5 separate written witnesses of the resurrection. 

However, many “scholars” in looking at these five witnesses conclude that they don’t 
really agree with each other in many details. 

One of these “scholars” has stated that there are at least 10 contradictions in the 
gospel accounts alone.4 

This is what you will get watching PBS, reading Time magazine, or in many 
“scholarly” journals and the like. 

This we absolutely reject! 

John Wenham in a very important book entitled, Easter Enigma, shows properly how 
all the accounts fit together. 

Without trying to mention and solve all the supposed difficulties, I want to consider 
the one account of the resurrection of Jesus Christ as presented in Scripture. 

We will look first at the witness and evidence given to women and then second the 
evidence given to men. 

 

 

 

WITNESS TO THE WOMEN 

It is quite significant that women were the first to receive the witness of the 
resurrection and see our Risen Lord. 

Why? 

The NT Background Commentary explains: 

                                                                                                                                                       
3 Ibid. 
4 John Wenham, Easter Enigma, 9. Wenham here was referring to a scholar named 
Reimarus. 
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The witness of women was considered unreliable in that culture, yet Jesus goes 
against the culture by revealing himself to the women and telling them to bear his 
message to the other disciples. This detail is definitely not one that ancient 
Christians would have invented, because it did not appeal to their culture.5 

Let us consider the witness to the resurrection that God gave to the women. 

The women saw an opened tomb 

Mark records that the women who came to the tomb early on Sunday morning asked 
the question among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the 
tomb for us?” (Mark 16:3) 

The women were certainly not going to do that. 

All four gospels record that the massive stone that sealed the tomb had been moved. 

Who moved it? 

Matthew’s gospel records that before any of the women came to the tomb, an angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled the stone from the door.  

The angel who did this then sat on the top of the stone.  

The Roman guards assigned to keep the tomb secure became like dead men, Matthew 
tells us. 

By the time the women came, the guards were long gone, and what caught the 
attention of the women was that the stone had been rolled away. 

Donald Barnhouse has stated well, 

The angel rolled away the stone from Jesus’ tomb, not to let the living Lord out 
but to let the unconvinced outsiders in.6 

The women saw an empty tomb 

There were at least 5 women who went to visit the tomb early on Sunday morning. 

They all did not travel together or even leave from the same place. 

Who were the women that visited the tomb? 
                                                
5 Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Accordance 
electronic ed. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1993), 130. 
6 John Blanchard, n.p. 
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Luke 24:10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 
other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. [At least 5 women] 

According to Luke 24:3, what the women who entered the tomb first noticed was that 
it was empty. 

Luke 24:3 Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 

Here is the very first piece of evidence of the resurrection – the tomb is empty! 

The empty tomb of Christ has been the cradle of the church. – W. Robertson 
Nicoll7 

The women who entered the tomb saw two angels 

Both Luke and John mention there were two angels who appeared to the women on 
Sunday morning.  

Matthew and Mark are not in contradiction, but they only mention one angel, 
probably because only one of the angels spoke. 

Angels can appear to be ordinary or extraordinary creatures depending on God’s 
purpose for using them. 

When the angels appeared to the guards, they appeared in the full glory – with 
countenance like lightning and clothing as white as snow. (Matthew 28:3) 

Where did the women see the angels? 

It was when they entered the empty tomb. 

The angels also appeared to the women as not simply ordinary creatures. 

What would your response be if you saw an angel in a shining garment? 

It certainly would be some response of awe or fear and understandably so. 

Luke records this response of the women. 

Luke 24:4 And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that 
behold, two men stood by them in shining garments.  5 Then, as they were afraid 
and bowed their faces to the earth. 

                                                
7 Ibid. 
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The angels gave a witness of the resurrection to the women in the 
tomb. 

According to Luke’s gospel, an angel gave the first announcement of Christ’s birth to 
shepherds who were keeping watch over their flock by night. 

Very appropriately angels gave the first announcement of the mighty resurrection of 
our Lord to the women who entered the tomb. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record a similar message. 

Listen to Luke’s record: 

Luke 24:5 Why do you seek the living among the dead?  6 He is not here, but is 
risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee,  7 saying, 
“The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day rise again.’ ” 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke then all record that the women in obedience to the angels 
left to tell the other disciples that Jesus is risen from the dead! 

Jesus made two appearances to the women who came to the tomb 
on Sunday morning. 

As Gordon Wenham points out in his book, the gospel accounts are in no way in 
contradiction, but it does take careful consideration to understand how they all fit 
perfectly together in telling the one account of our Savior’s resurrection. 

Mary Magdalene occupies a special place in the four gospel accounts being the first 
woman mentioned in each. 

According to John’s gospel when Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early that 
Sunday morning she saw the stone had been rolled away but did not enter the tomb. 

Rather she ran back into the city and came to Simon Peter and John announcing that 
they have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have 
laid Him. 

Sometime later, Mary went back to the tomb. She stood outside the tomb weeping 
and then went in and saw the two angels inside the tomb. 

Listen to John’s careful record of Mary speaking with the angels and then being the 
first person to see Jesus risen from the dead. 
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John 20:13 Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 
them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 
have laid Him.”  

John 20:14   Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus.  15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 

She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried 
Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”  

John 20:16   Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 

She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).  

John 20:17   Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended 
to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My 
Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’ ” 

John 20:18   Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the 
Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her. 

Mark also clearly testifies that Mary Magdalene was the first to see our risen Lord. 

Mark 16:9   Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons. 

Now remember other women came to the tomb as noted in Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke. These other women first saw the angels and were sent to go and tell the disciples 
the glorious news. 

As they went to fulfill this mission, Jesus met these women. 

Matthew records this second appearance of Jesus. 

Matt. 28:8   So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and 
ran to bring His disciples word.  

 



Page 7 of 12 - 4/5/15 

Matt. 28:9   And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, 
saying, “Rejoice!” So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him.  
10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see Me.” 

Women were the first to receive the resurrection message. 

an opened tomb 

then an empty tomb 

a vision of angels 

then followed by the angel’s proclamation 

Finally Jesus Himself met and spoke first to Mary Magdalene and then to the 
other women who came early to the tomb on Sunday morning. 

 

WITNESS TO MEN 

One of the keys to understanding the gospel accounts is to realize that not all the 
disciples or the women stayed in the same place on Saturday night. 

Wenham presents in his book I think accurately that John had a house in Jerusalem 
and that Peter was with John. The other disciples stayed Saturday night in Bethany, 
less than 2 miles to the east of Jerusalem. 

Peter and John first heard the word of the empty tomb from Mary 
Magdalene. 

John in his gospel focuses attention as noted earlier on Mary Magdalene.  

He was certainly aware of the other women, but he focuses on Mary likely because he 
first heard the news of the open and empty tomb from Mary. 

John 20:1 Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, 
while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.  
2 Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
do not know where they have laid Him.” 
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In Luke’s gospel we are told that the word Mary first brought and the word brought 
also by the other women seemed like idle tales and they did not believe them. 

This is significant in terms of our apologetic isn’t it? 

The disciples themselves were the last people to invent a fictional account of the 
resurrection. 

Scripture is very honest in showing how none of the disciples at first believed. 

They needed further revelation. 

Peter and John then ran to see the empty tomb. 

John 20:3   Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to 
the tomb.  4 So they both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and 
came to the tomb first. 

Gordon Wenham’s interpretation that Peter and John stayed together on Saturday 
night makes sense from John’s account. 

Peter may have been an older man or John simply was a better runner who beat Peter 
to the tomb. 

They both saw that the tomb was empty. 

Peter and John also observed the significance of the grave clothes that 
once covered our Lord. 

Listen to how John highlights that both Peter and John saw the clothing used to wrap 
our Lord’s body carefully arranged. 

John 20:5 And he [John], stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths 
lying there; yet he did not go in.  6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and 
went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the handkerchief 
that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded 
together in a place by itself.  8 Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb 
first, went in also; and he saw and believed.  9 For as yet they did not know the 
Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 

What did these pieces of cloth indicate? 

Wenham writes: 
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John is not describing burial-cloths which collapsed in situ with the removal of the 
body, he is showing that the handkerchief at least had been folded up by 
supernatural hands and moved to a separate place. He saw, not disorder left by 
grave-robbers, but the visible tokens of his master set free from the bonds of 
death.8 

Jesus’ third appearance was to two disciples who were walking to 
Emmaus. 

Both Mark and Luke record this first appearance of our risen Lord to some of his 
male disciples. 

We are told the name of one of them was Cleopas or Clopas, who well might have 
been the brother of Joseph, Jesus’ adoptive father.9 

Mark summarizes this appearance in just one verse. 

Mark 16:12   After that, He appeared in another form to two of them as they 
walked and went into the country. 

Luke’s account of this same appearance is much longer, starting in Luke 24:13-35. 

Listen to the first part of this account: 

Luke 24:13   Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village 
called Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem.  14 And they talked 
together of all these things which had happened.  15 So it was, while they 
conversed and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them.  16 
But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him. 

Jesus made a special appearance to Peter. 

This appearance to Peter is easy to miss if you are not reading carefully Luke’s gospel 
in conjunction with 1 Corinthians 15. 

When the two disciples who were on their way to Emmaus ran back to Jerusalem to 
the other disciples to announce that they saw our Risen Lord, they were also told that 
Peter also has seen the Risen Lord. 

                                                
8 Wenham, 93. 
9 Wenham, 100. 
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Luke 24:33 So they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found 
the eleven and those who were with them gathered together,  34 saying, “The Lord 
is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 

This is exactly what Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 15. 

Listen again to 1 Cor. 15:3-5 

1Cor. 15:3   For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4 and that He was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,  5 and that He 
was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 

I think you can understand why Jesus made this special appearance to Peter. 

The one who had three-times denied our Lord was for good reason the first apostle to 
receive witness that He was risen from the dead. 

Jesus appeared to the other 11 disciples 

Mark, Luke, and John all record that Jesus visited the 11 disciples on Sunday evening. 
From John’s gospel we learn that Thomas was not with the others so technically Jesus 
appeared to 10 of the apostles and others on that Sunday evening. 

Listen to how John describes the first part of this encounter. 

John 20:19   Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when 
the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When He 
had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord. 

Both John and Luke seem to indicate that Jesus appeared seemingly out of nowhere. 

Locked doors were no barrier to our Risen Lord. 

Luke says that when Jesus first appeared, the disciples were terrified and frightened, 
and supposed they had seen a spirit. (Luke 24:37) 

But clearly Jesus was not just a spirit. 

39 Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a 
spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.” 
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Jesus would go on to eat broiled fish and honeycomb with the disciples. 

What we learn from these passages is that Jesus was raised with a real physical body – 
a body that was also glorified, like the bodies we will one day enjoy after the great 
resurrection at the end of all time. 

Jesus continued to appear to others 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all end their gospels with Jesus giving His final instruction 
to His disciples. 

We know clearly that Jesus did not ascend until 40 days after His resurrection. 

John records a number of the other appearances of Jesus including to Thomas and 
shows the continued ministry of our Lord. 

Looking again at 1 Corinthians 15 we see other appearances of Jesus testifying indeed 
that the resurrection is the best attested event in all history. 

6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the 
greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.  7 After that He 
was seen by James, then by all the apostles.  8 Then last of all He was seen by me 
also, as by one born out of due time. 

Listen to an outstanding summary of the account of the witness to the resurrection 
found in Scripture summarized by Wenham at the end of his book. 

“Looked at in another way the story is a progressive revelation of the most 
stunning of all divine interventions in the history of man, made to believers as they 
were able to bear it. The believing women were ready to receive the resurrection 
message sooner than the men. These women saw first an opened tomb, then an 
empty tomb, then a vision of angels. Then followed the angel’s proclamation, and 
finally Jesus himself met and spoke first to one of them and then to others. Then 
the men received a series of developing revelations: first they heard the women’s 
story, then saw the empty tomb, then observed the significance of the grave cloths. 
Then Jesus himself went along with the disciples walking to Emmaus and began to 
expound to them the meaning of his passion. For a considerable time he kept his 
identity from them, then momentarily made himself known to them before he 
vanished from their sight. All this was preparatory to his commissioning of the 
official witnesses: Peter, the eleven, Thomas, the five hundred and finally his own 
brother James, who was one day to lead the Jerusalem church. There only 
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remained the last farewell and the waiting for the Spirit’s power, which would 
send them out to turn the world upside down.”10 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Scripture has given us everything we need to have absolute confidence in 
the resurrection of our Lord. 

Last year we had a seminar presented by Gregory Athnos on the art of the Roman 
Catacombs. 

He points out that early Christians focused on Resurrection imagery in their artwork.  

It was the victory of Christ they had as their focus in the midst of suffering and 
persecution.  

Should this not also be our focus? 

 

Prayer 

Hymn: 202 

 

Benediction – Hebrews 12:1-3 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you 
become weary and discouraged in your souls. 

 

                                                
10 Wenham, 124. 


