
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 4-3-16 AM NOTES 
“PARTNERING WITH GOD TO WIN THE LOST” 

ACTS 8:25-40 
# 12 in Series, “Acts: The Spirit, the Church, and the World” 

 
Ephesians 2:1-3 (NASB) “1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course 
of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among 
them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, even as the rest.” 
 
Ephesians 2:4-9 (NASB) “4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were 
dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and 
seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 
 
Acts 1:8 (NASB) “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 
 
Luke 9:23 (NASB) “And He was saying to them all, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily and follow Me.’” 
 
 
 
I.       The Preparation Provided by God (vv. 25-28) 
 

Romans 10:13-15 (NASB) “13 for ‘WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE Lord WILL BE SAVED.’ 14 How then will 
they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they 
hear without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, ‘HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET 
OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!’" 
 
A. The Preparation of the Christian (vv. 25-27a) 
 
 
B. The Preparation of the non-Christian (vv. 27b-28) 

 
 
 
 
II.      The Communication Provided by Philip (vv. 29-35) 
 

A. Philip’s Communication Focused on the Scriptures (vv. 29-34) 
 
 
B. Philip’ Communication Focused on Jesus (v. 35) 
 

Isaiah 53:6 (NASB) “All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused 
the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.” 

 
 
III.     The Response Provided by the Ethiopian (vv. 36-40) 
 

A. Faith (vv. 36-37) 
 
B. Baptism (v. 38) 

 
C. Rejoicing (vv. 39-40) 
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I came to Christ in repentance and faith as a child and I know without a doubt that God saved me. From as 
early as I can remember, I knew that it was God’s plan for me to share this life changing good news called 
“the Gospel” with others. I don’t remember quilt trips being laid on me from the pulpit; I don’t even remember 
hearing a sermon or a Sunday School lesson about our responsibility to share the Gospel. I do remember this 
deep down knowing that I was to proclaim salvation to others. I openly confess to you that I have not always 
been faithful to fulfill that Holy Spirit originated desire to share Christ with others.  
When you think about it, the reluctance (or even dread for some) to share the Gospel has to be supernatural in 
its origin. Here is what I mean. There is no logical reason that we should be reluctant to share the “good news” 
(which is what the word “Gospel” literally means). Follow my logic. Every descendant of Adam is spiritually 
dead, and without hope in this world. Ephesians 2:1-3: 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of 
the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all 
formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  

As spiritually dead sinners, all are “children of wrath.” To be blunt, that means that the default destination of 
every person is separation from God in an eternal hell. This is where the Gospel enters the picture. Ephesians 
2:4-9:  

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even 
when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the 
surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a 
result of works, so that no one may boast.  

If we believe these verses are true, there is no natural reason that that we would not be proclaiming this 
salvation by grace through faith to every spiritually dead sinner who would listen to us. The first people we 
would naturally go to would be those closest to us. Why don’t we? That’s a good question. I believe that it is 
because the enemy of our souls has filled us with fear. There is a fear that sharing with others would mean that 
we would be rejected by them. The bottom line is that we don’t share because we love self more than we love 
God or the lost. The fear is that we will be rejected and thought badly of. The enemy uses fear – irrational 
fear. There is the ever so common fear that we won’t say the right thing, and that we will be asked a question 
we might not be able to answer. Again that goes back to the fact that we love self more than we love God or 
the lost. We don’t want to be made to look bad and we submit to self as lord instead of acknowledging that 
Jesus is Lord. If Jesus is Lord and we are denying self, we would obey His Acts commission that propelled the 
early church into all the hard places with the Gospel. That commission is found in Acts 1:8: “but you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”  
One of the tactics of the enemy is to convince us that we need more and more training. I’m all about training! 
Tim and I developed the TELL training (Teaching Exchanged Life Living) to equip disciples of Christ to be 
effective sharers of the Gospel. Having said that, there is no indication anywhere in the book of Acts that there 
was any kind of formal training to equip the early disciples to share the Gospel. There may have been such 



training, but the Holy Spirit, when He inspired Luke to write Acts, didn’t have him record anything about it. 
Instead, what we find is a spontaneous sharing of the Gospel wherever these early believers found themselves.  
Let’s take Philip as an example. Philip wasn’t an apostle. He was one of the first deacons, but that simply 
meant that he was to be an example in serving the believers. We would say that Philip was a layman. Yet, look 
at the pattern of Philip’s life.  
Acts 8:4-5: “Therefore, those who had been scattered [because of the persecution that broke out after 
Stephen’s martyrdom] went about preaching the word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began 
proclaiming Christ to them.”  
Acts 8:25: “So, when they [including Philip] had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they 
started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.”  
Acts 8:26-27a: “But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, ‘Get up and go south to the road that 
descends from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a desert road.) So he got up and went…” He was available to share 
Christ anywhere, anytime, to anybody. After the encounter with the Ethiopian eunuch, what does Philip do?  
Acts 8:40: “But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept preaching the gospel to all 
the cities until he came to Caesarea.”  
When we see the word “preaching,” don’t think about what I am doing right now. The HCSB translates it 
“evangelizing.” That is the best translation. The Greek lexicon says of this word, “to evangelize, proclaim the 
good news.” This word would include speaking in a public place to a crowd, speaking in a home, or just a one 
on one situation. It means that Philip was sharing Christ with anyone who would listen!  
Perhaps you hear this and say, “I’m just not comfortable with that.” What has feeling comfortable got to do 
with anything? To use that excuse is just an admission that we are a slave to the self life. It is evidence that we 
have not obeyed Luke 9:23: “And He [Jesus] was saying to them all, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.’”  
My intent in this message is not to verbally beat you up, but to encourage you and equip you to obey the 
commission Jesus gave in Acts 1:8. I want to be, and I want you to be, like Philip in Acts 8:40 (to paraphrase), 
“and as the members of FBC Powell passed through wherever their daily journey’s took them, they just kept 
on faithfully sharing the Gospel with anyone who would listen.”  
With that background, let’s dive into the text and see how we partner with God to bring the lost to Christ.  
 

I.  The Preparation Provided by God (v 25-28) 
What we have in these verses is a divine encounter. When we begin to understand the sovereignty and the 
providence of God, we realize that there are no chance occurrences or chance encounters. God is constantly 
arranging divine encounters for us. At this point, I want to pause and help you see God’s plan to bring hell-
bound “in Adam” sinners to Himself. God is sovereign in salvation. He initiates it. He opens blind eyes. He 
draws sinners unto Jesus. While God is sovereign in salvation, man is responsible as to what he does with 
Jesus. It is God’s plan that people be saved when the Gospel is proclaimed to them. He has no plan B. Romans 
10:13-15:  

for “whoever will call on the name of the lord will be saved.” How then will they call on 
Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have 
not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher [one who proclaims]? How will 
they preach [this word means to preach, herald, or proclaim] unless they are sent? Just 
as it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news of good 
things!”  

We must never get off balance on the twin truths of God’s sovereignty in salvation and man’s responsibility. 
No one is saved apart from hearing the Gospel. Any theology that minimizes the believer’s responsibility to 
share the Gospel is an incorrect, out of balance theology.  
Here is the comforting truth that we see from these verses. God is constantly arranging divine encounters for 
us to share the good news of the Gospel with the lost. I don’t want to miss a single one of those encounters. I 
want to be expecting them. Let’s look at an example of how God prepares these divine encounters. 



A.  The Preparation of the Christian (v 25-27a) 
Philip was in the middle of an amazing move of God among the Samaritans. As he started back to Jerusalem, 
he was proclaiming the Gospel everywhere he went and people were coming to Christ. The Gospel had for 
certain crossed over the barrier between the Jews and the Samaritans. Here is Philip in the midst of this 
amazing move of God and God, through an angel, gives him some very specific instructions that do not seem 
logical. God tells Philip to leave the fruitful work with the Samaritans and instead of heading back to 
Jerusalem, go into the desert. The area this angel tells Philip to travel to is real desert – it is desolate. There 
were two roads that went from Jerusalem to Gaza, and the one Philip was sent to was the one traveled the 
least. There were no cities, no villages; there was nothing on this road. Yet Philip obeyed – verse 27a says, 
“So he got up and went.”  
Our walk with the Lord is to be an adventure. A bored Christian ought to be an oxymoron. Today in our fast 
paced, fully planned out days, the have gained what seems to be efficiency, but we have lost the adventure of 
being available to go to a desert road and be used amazingly by God. I want to wake up every day and report 
for duty. There is nothing wrong with planning your day, but be sure that you give God “veto rights” to your 
plan. Listen to Him. Be available to Him. There is an old saying, “The best ability is availability.” When it 
comes to our daily adventure with God, there is so much truth to that. God accomplishes so much of His work 
through ordinary people who are available to Him. God cares for the masses and, also, the one.  

B.  The Preparation of the Non-Christian (v 27b-28)  
The Ethiopia of the first century is not the same as the Ethiopia of today. It was a kingdom south of Egypt that 
was a lot larger than modern day Ethiopia. A eunuch could refer to a man who had been emasculated or it was 
sometimes just a general term for a court official who had not been emasculated. Either way, he was a man of 
great influence. “Candace” was not a personal name, but a title, likely for the Queen Mother who had a great 
deal of power in Ethiopia. This eunuch was a high official under her. He could probably be compared today to 
the Secretary of the Treasury.   
Notice how God had been preparing the eunuch? He obviously had a desire for God. It was no short journey 
from the Ethiopia of that day to Jerusalem. This man had been in Jerusalem and had purchased an Isaiah Scroll 
which would have been very expensive. The passage he reading in Isaiah is doubtlessly the most Jesus 
centered passage in the Old Testament. 
God’s sovereign, providential, working was on display here. A person with a God given conviction and 
drawing from God to the Savior goes to Jerusalem to seek the true God. He comes away from Jerusalem 
unfulfilled, but with a scroll of Isaiah, the Old Testament book that most clearly presents the Savior. 
Meanwhile, God pulls His servant Philip away from a fruitful work among the Samaritans and sends him to 
the desert where it seems there would be nothing to find. In the desert, he is brought to the eunuch who is open 
to God. The eunuch is reading the Isaiah scroll and just when Philip comes to his chariot in the desert, he is 
reading the most evangelistic passage in all the Old Testament – Isaiah 53. Is this not amazing?  
The preparation for this divine encounter is provided by God.  
 

II.  The Communication Provided by Philip (v 29-34) 
Let’s set the scene. Even though this Ethiopian eunuch is in the desert, he would have most certainly had a 
sizable entourage. Up beside his chariot comes a Jew on foot. Philip calls out to him and asks if he 
understands what he is reading and the eunuch says he needs help. I can imagine that Philip’s heart was 
beating pretty fast. The eunuch invites Philip into his chariot to explain one of the clearest sections of the Old 
Testament about the coming Messiah who has now come.  

A.  Philip’s Communication Focused on the Scriptures (v 29-34) 
I certainly don’t believe that you have to be a Bible scholar to share the Gospel as a way of life. You should 
seek to be growing in the Scriptures so that you can basically take most passages and tie them in to Jesus. The 
eunuch was reading Isaiah 53:7-8. Acts 8:32-33:  



HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS 
SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH. IN HUMILIATION 
HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL RELATE HIS GENERATION? 
FOR HIS LIFE IS REMOVED FROM THE EARTH.  

This passage perplexed the eunuch. Was Isaiah talking about himself? If not who was this passage referring 
to? Even the Jewish scholars couldn’t agree on what this passage was referring to. The Messiah in the Old 
Testament is most often pictured as a conqueror. It is the Messiah that would bring in the Kingdom and defeat 
the enemies of the Jews. This passage talks about the suffering, dying Messiah. Even the Jewish scholars 
couldn’t put this together. Some came up with the interpretation that there would be two Messiahs – one that 
dies and one that conquerors. Philip knew that there is one Messiah with two comings. He used the Scriptures 
in Isaiah and likely bought in others to lead this Ethiopian to the Savior  

B.  Philip Focused on Jesus (v 35) 
Philip began with Isaiah 53:7-8, but he took it further. Certainly Philip would have taken the eunuch back one 
verse to Isaiah 53:6: “All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord 
has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.” Philip knew that there is only one Messiah. He would have 
tied all this section of Isaiah to the Messiah who was slain for our sins, buried, and on the third day He rose 
again. That same Messiah is now in Heaven at the right hand of the Father and He is going to come again. 
When He returns He will wipe out His enemies and fulfill the promises as to His kingdom on earth.  Philip 
focused on the Scriptures, but He brought all the Scriptures to shine as a spotlight on Jesus. 
We have seen the preparation provided by God and the communication provided by Philip. 
 

III.  The Response Provided by the Ethiopian (v 36-40) 
While the outward response was by the Ethiopian, we know that the Spirit’s preparation and Philip’s 
presentation of the Gospel were a part of this joy producing response.  

A.  Faith (v 36-37) 
What a contrast this is to Simon the phony that we looked at I recently in Acts. At some point as they were 
traveling down this desert road, the Ethiopian repented and savingly believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. Right 
there in that chariot, he passed from death into life, from darkness into light, and became a new creation in 
Christ. 

B.  Baptism (v 38) 
Philip had likely explained to the eunuch about baptism and he gave evidence of the genuineness of his 
conversion by asking to be baptized. Even in a desert land, there are rare pools of water (an oasis). Since the 
Matthew version of the Great Commission specifies believer’s baptism for those who are true disciples of 
Jesus, a person who has just given their whole life to Christ would, as this Ethiopian eunuch did, desire to 
follow Jesus in believer’s baptism.  

C.  Rejoicing (v 39-40) 
The “snatching” away of Philip would have evidenced to the eunuch and his entourage that Philip was indeed 
God’s messenger. The Ethiopian official now went back to Ethiopia with his quest for knowing the true God 
completed, his salvation sure, and his future fixed.  
Philip, wherever he found himself, simply continued to proclaim the good news of the Gospel. The Holy Spirit 
did not direct Luke to say any more about the Ethiopian, but the early church Father Irenaeus, tells us that the 
eunuch became a missionary to the Ethiopians. Some say he the origin of the Coptic Church which still exists 
today can be traced to the Ethiopian eunuch.  
 
Conclusion 
Is your Christian life an adventure? Are you available for the Lord to use? I want to challenge you to do 
something. Have some reminder, such as a card on the mirror where you shave or put on makeup that says, 



“Reporting for Duty.” As you go about your daily activities, take tracts; they can be good conversation 
starters. Look for someone you can help and then perhaps share with. I can assure that God is at work on the 
other side of preparing a lost person to hear a message that they desperately need to hear. Let me know in 
weeks to come how God is using you. The first step in impacting lives is to be available. 

 


