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Christology�the branch of theology concerned with the study of the nature, character, and actions of Jesus Christ. 

Who Is Jesus? 

Hinduism�Jesus Christ is a teacher, a guru, or an avatar (an incarnation of Vishnu). He is a son of God, as are others. 
His death does not atone for sins and he did not rise from the dead. 

Buddhism�Jesus Christ is not a part of this belief. Buddhists in the West generally view Jesus as an enlightened man. 

Islam�Jesus is one of up to 124,000 prophets sent by God to various cultures. Abraham, Moses, and Muhammad are 
others. Jesus was born of a virgin, but is not the Son of God. [He is] sinless. [He is] not divine or God Himself. He 
was not crucified (he ascended to heaven without dying). He is referred to as messiah and ayatollah (sign of God). 
Jesus will return in the future to live and die. 

Mormonism�Jesus is a separate god from the Father (Elohim). He was created as a spirit child by the Father and 
Mother in Heaven, and is the “elder brother” of all men and spirit beings. His body was created through sexual union 
between Elohim and Mary. Jesus was married. His death on the cross does not provide full atonement for all sin, but 
does provide everyone with resurrection. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses�Jesus is not God. Before he lived on earth, he was Michael, the archangel. Jehovah made the 
universe through him. On earth he was a man who lived a perfect life. After dying on a stake (not a cross), he was 
resurrected as a spirit; his body was destroyed. Jesus is not coming again; he “returned” invisibly in 1914 in spirit. 
Very soon, he and the angels will destroy all non-Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

Christian Science�Jesus was not the Christ, but a man who displayed the Christ idea. (“Christ” means perfection, not 
a person.) Jesus was not God, and God can never become man or flesh. He did not and could not suffer for sins. He 
did not die on the cross. He was not resurrected physically. He will not literally come back.  

Scientology�Jesus is rarely mentioned in Scientology. Jesus was not the Creator, and not an “operating thetan” (in 
control of supernatural powers, cleared from mental defects). Did not die for sins. 

�Excerpted from Rose Publishing, Christianity, Cults, and Religions 
 

I.       The Person of the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 15) 
 

A. “He is the image of the invisible God” 
 

John 4:24 (NASB) "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 
 
1 Timothy 1:17 (NASB) “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen.” 
 
1 Timothy 6:16 (NASB) “who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man 
has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.” 
 
John 14:9b (NASB) “He who has seen Me has seen the Father…”    
 
Matthew 11:27 (NASB) “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son 
except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to 
reveal Him.” 



 
Hebrews 1:3 (NASB) “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature…”  

 
 

B. “He is …the firstborn of all creation” 
 

Psalms 89:27 (NASB) “I also shall make him My firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.” 
 
 
 
II.      The Power of the Lord Jesus Christ (vv. 16-17) 
 

A. His Power Is Manifested by His Creation of All Things (v. 16) 
 

John 1:3 (NASB) “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has 
come into being.” 
 
Hebrews 1:2 (NASB) “in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the world.” 
 
1. He Created All Visible, Material Things (v. 16a)  
 

“The sun, for example, has a diameter of 864,000 miles (one hundred times that of the earth’s) and 
could hold  1.3 million planets the size of the earth inside it. The star Betelgeuse, however, has a 
diameter of 100 million miles, which is larger than the earth’s orbit around the sun. It takes sunlight, 
traveling at 186,000 miles per second, about 8.5 minutes to reach earth. Yet that same light would take 
more than four years to reach the nearest star, Alpha Centauri, some 24 trillion miles from earth. The 
galaxy to which our sun belongs, the Milky Way, contains hundreds of billions of stars. And 
astronomers estimate there are millions, or even billions of galaxies. What they can see leads them to 
estimate the number of stars in the universe at 10 to the 25th power. That is roughly the number of all 
the grains of sand on all the world’s beaches.”      

 
                  �John MacArthur 

2. He Created All Invisible Things (v. 16b) 
 

1 Peter 3:22 (NASB) “who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and 
authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.” 

 
3. The Goal of All Things He Created (v. 16c) 
 

Romans 11:36 (NASB) “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory 
forever. Amen.” 
 
Revelation 4:11 (NASB) “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for 
You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” 

 
 

B. His Power Is Manifested by Holding All Things Together (v. 17) 
 

2 Peter 3:10 (NASB) “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a 
roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.” 

 



 
 
III.     The Position of the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 18) 
 

A. His Position in Relation to His Church (v. 18a) 
 
B. His Position in Relation to Death (v. 18b) 

 
Ephesians 1:19-20 (NASB) “19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. 
These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when 
He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.” 

 
C. His Position in Relation to All Things (v. 18c) 

 
 
 
IV.      The Perfection of the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 19) 
 

Colossians 1:19 (AMP) “For it has pleased [the Father] that all the divine fullness (the sum total of the divine 
perfection, powers, and attributes) should dwell in Him permanently.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Baptist Church of Powell 04-03-16 PM 

Sermon 4: The Fullness of God in A Body 

Series: Jesus Is Enough 

Colossians 1:15-19 

Let me introduce you to a word than may be new to you. Christology – the branch of theology 
concerned with the study of the nature, character, and actions of Jesus Christ. Perhaps the 
greatest Christology in the Bible is found in Colossians 1:15-19. This passage is a feast of truth 
about the person of Christ. 



One of the primary things that makes a belief system a cult or a false religion is what they 
believe and teach about the person and work of Christ. Rose Publishing has produced a helpful 
brochure entitled, Christianity, Cults, and Religions. It looks at seventeen of the most common 
cults and false religions and shares what each believes about some critical Christian doctrines. 
Let me take just a few of these cults and religions and share their “Christology” – what they 
believe about Jesus Christ. 

Hinduism – Jesus Christ is a teacher, a guru, or an avatar (an incarnation 
of Vishnu). He is a son of God as are others. His death does not atone for 
sins and he did not rise from the dead. 

Buddhism – Jesus Christ is not a part of this belief. Buddhists in the West 
generally view Jesus as an enlightened man. 

Islam – Jesus is one of up to 124,000 prophets sent by God to various 
cultures. Abraham, Moses, and Muhammad are others. Jesus was born of 
a virgin, but is not the Son of God. [He is] sinless. [He is] not divine or God 
Himself. He was not crucified (he ascended to heaven without dying). He 
is referred to as messiah and ayatollah (sign of God). Jesus will return in 
the future to live and die. 

Mormonism – Jesus is a separate god from the Father (Elohim). He was 
created as a spirit child by the Father and Mother in Heaven, and is the 
“elder brother” of all men and spirit beings. His body was created through 
sexual union between Elohim and Mary. Jesus was married. His death on 
the cross does not provide full atonement for all sin, but does provide 
everyone with resurrection. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses – Jesus is not God. Before he lived on earth, he was 
Michael, the archangel. Jehovah made the universe through him. On earth 
he was a man who lived a perfect life. After dying on a stake (not a cross), 
he was resurrected as a spirit; his body was destroyed. Jesus is not coming 
again; he “returned” invisibly in 1914 in spirit. Very soon, he and the 
angels will destroy all non-Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

Christian Science – Jesus was not the Christ, but a man who displayed the 
Christ idea. (“Christ” means perfection, not a person.) Jesus was not God, 
and God can never become man or flesh. He did not and could not suffer 
for sins. He did not die on the cross. He was not resurrected physically. He 
will not literally come back.  

Scientology – Jesus is rarely mentioned in Scientology. Jesus was not the 
Creator, and not an “operating thetan” (in control of supernatural powers, 
cleared from mental defects). Did not die for sins. 

 
When it comes to answering the question, “Who is Jesus Christ?”, we go to the Scriptures. 
Colossians 1:15-19 does not tell us all that we need to know about Jesus (we must compile all the 



Scriptures to fulfill that goal), but it likely tells us more than any other one passage in Scripture. 
Let’s dig in to this rich, profound, treasure chest of Christology. My goal is not to just give you 
facts; my goal is to see you worship this One who is the fullness of God in a body.  
 

I.  The Person of the Lord Jesus Christ (v 15) 
In just thirteen words in the English translation (NASB), we see enough truth to engage a scholar 
for a lifetime. There are two profound descriptions of Jesus in this verse. 

A.  He is the image of the invisible God 
God is not visible to the human eye.  
John 4:24 (NASB) “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  
1 Timothy 1:17: “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. Amen.”  
1 Timothy 6:16 says of God, “who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable 
light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.”  
Jesus makes visible the invisible God. The Greek word translated “image” is eikon. We get our 
word icon from that Greek word. There are two emphases of that word translated “image.” First, 
it means “representation.” Jesus is the exact representation of God. Creation reveals some things 
about God. It reveals that He is powerful and that He is infinitely wise. However, Jesus came to 
fully reveal God. The word translated “image” does not mean similarity; it means the exact total 
likeness with nothing missing, altered, or changed. This explains why Jesus said in John 14:9b: 
“…He who has seen Me has seen the Father…”  
This word translated “image” also had the idea of revealing something hidden. Matthew 11:27 
(NASB) “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son 
except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son 
wills to reveal Him.” Because Jesus is the image of the invisible God, He has revealed to us what 
God is like. Hebrews 1:3a: “And He [Jesus Christ] is the radiance of His [God the Father’s] glory 
and the exact representation of His nature…”  

B.  He is … the firstborn of all creation 
The cultists pounce quickly on this phrase in verse 15. They say, “Ah ha, if He is the firstborn 
that means that He was created and not eternal.” Not so fast! The word “firstborn” in Scripture 
can refer to birth order, but it sometimes refers to position or rank instead of birth order. This 
term “firstborn” technically means, “one with the rights of inheritance”. The one with the rights 
of inheritance wasn’t always the one born first. For example, we read in Psalms 89:27: “I also 
shall make him My firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.” God was speaking to David. 
As to birth order, David was the youngest of his brothers, but he had the position, the rank of 
firstborn. Israel was called God’s firstborn in Exodus 4:22 and Jeremiah 31:19, but Israel was not 
the first people born. They did however hold first place in God’s sight among all the nations. To 
say that Jesus is “the firstborn over all creation” means that He ranks over all creation and He 
Himself was not created.  
 

II.  The Power of the Lord Jesus Christ (v 16-17) 
The power of the Lord Jesus Christ is manifested in two primary ways. 



A.  His Power Is Manifested by His Creation of All Things (v 16)  
Every created thing was created by Him, and it was created out of nothing. The fact that He 
created all things means that He himself is uncreated. He has always been. The apostle John 
proclaimed this very truth in John 1:3: “All things came into being through Him, and apart from 
Him nothing came into being that has come into being.” The writer of Hebrews put it this way in 
Hebrews 1:2: “in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all 
things, through whom also He made the world.”  

1.  He Created All Visible, Material Things  
The phrase “in the heavens and on the earth” is speaking of the all-inclusiveness of His creation 
of everything material. With just a cursory glance into creation, we see the amazing power of the 
uncreated Christ. Here are some facts that will boggle your mind. “The sun, for example, has a 
diameter of 864,000 miles (one hundred times that of the earth’s) and could hold 1.3 million 
planets the size of the earth inside it. The star Betelgeuse, however, has a diameter of 100 million 
miles, which is larger than the earth’s orbit around the sun. It takes sunlight, traveling at 186,000 
miles per second, about 8.5 minutes to reach earth. Yet that same light would take more than four 
years to reach the nearest star, Alpha Centauri, some 24 trillion miles from earth. The galaxy to 
which our sun belongs, the Milky Way, contains hundreds of billions of stars. And astronomers 
estimate there are millions, or even billions of galaxies. What they can see leads them to estimate 
the number of stars in the universe at 10 to the 25th power. That is roughly the number of all the 
grains of sand on all the world’s beaches.” [John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, 
Colossians & Philemon, pages 47-48]  

2.  He Created All Invisible Things 
The “invisible” things refer to angels. Satan and his demons were created as angels and fell when 
they rebelled against the Sovereign rule of God. Paul describes these immaterial beings Christ 
created as “thrones, dominions, rulers, and authorities.” These are the various ranks of angels. It 
seems that the false teachers at Colossae were teaching that Christ was an angel. Paul said, “He 
was no angel; he created the angels. Peter tells us of the place of angels compared to Christ in 1 
Peter 3:22: “who [Jesus Christ] is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels 
and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.” 

3.  The Goal of All Things He Created 
Not only were all things created by Him (material things and immaterial things), they were 
created for Him. That is, they were created to glorify Him, to put His power on display. All 
creation was brought into existence to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ! Romans 11:36: “For from 
Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” 
Revelation 4:11: “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; 
for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” 

B.  His Power Is Manifested by Holding All Creation Together (v 17) 
Not only is the Lord Jesus Christ the creator of all things, He holds everything together. The 
phrase, “He is before all things” speaks of His preexistence and reminds us of the fact that He 
predates all creation, because He created all that is created. He not only created all things, He 
controls all that He created. He is the One who holds everything together. That statement is true 
literally!  
I read about a guide who was giving a tour in an atomic laboratory. He explained how all matter 
was composed of rapidly moving electric particles. The visitors to the lab were shown models of 
molecules and were amazed to learn that matter is made up primarily of space. During the Q & 



A, one visitor asked, “If this is the way matter works, what holds it all together?” The guide had 
no answer. However, neither do the scientists have an answer. One scientist put it this way: 
“What holds the nucleus together? Why doesn’t it fall apart? And therefore why do not all atoms 
fly apart?” [MacArthur, page 49]  
There is a force that holds them together. That force is called, “the strong nuclear force” but 
scientists don’t know what it is. We do! It is Jesus. Colossians 1:17b: “…in Him all things hold 
together.” There is a day when He lets go. That day is described in 2 Peter 3:10: “But the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements 
will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.” 
If the power of our Lord Jesus Christ can keep every material thing in the universe from blowing 
apart, don’t you think that His power can put your marriage together, deliver you from that sin 
that keeps pulling you down and heal the emotional wounds that are controlling you? 
 

III.  The Position of the Lord Jesus Christ (v 18) 
Paul shows us how this all powerful One, the Lord Jesus Christ manifests that power in relation 
to the church, to death, and to every created thing in the universe.  

A.  His Position in Relation to His Church (v 18a) 
There are many metaphors used in Scripture to describe the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There is the metaphor of a family, a vineyard, a flock, and a bride, but the most common, and 
most descriptive, is that the church is a body – the body of Christ. When we see the church as a 
body, we see that Christ is the head. To say that He is the head is to say that He is to control 
every part. When every part of the body is submitted to the head, the body carries out the 
functions that it was designed for. Nothing works when the body is not submitted to the Head. 
The church is not to be run as a business (though there are some business principles that apply). 
The church is a body and we could do a whole series of messages on what that looks like when 
the totality of the diverse parts of the body are all working as one because they are all submitted 
to and following the directions of the head of the body.  

B.  His Position in Relation to Death (v 18b) 
As we saw earlier, the term “firstborn” can refer to rank or position. Jesus is the firstborn from 
the dead because he ranks highest of all those raised from the dead. He didn’t just escape death; 
He destroyed death and took away its power. Before His death, Jesus raised four different people 
from the dead. However, those all died again. Jesus rose from the dead, defeated death, and will 
never die again. This power that brought Jesus victorious from the dead is available to every 
person who is in Christ. Philippians 3:10 speaks of the power of His resurrection. Ephesians 
1:19-20: “and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in 
accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, 
when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.”  

C.  His Position in Relation to all Things (v 18c) 
That phrase “first place in everything” NASB is translated, “that in everything He might be 
preeminent” in the ESV; it is “so that in everything He might have the supremacy” in the NIV. 
All three are good translations of the original language here. To yield to Him as the One who has 
first place in everything is the only reasonable response to the One who conquered death for us 
and who has all power. Does this creator, this victor, this salvation provider have first place in all 



the compartments of your life? Is He preeminent? Verse 16 tells us that we were created for 
Him!  
 

IV.  The Perfection of the Lord Jesus Christ (v 19) 
This is an amazing verse! A little historical background makes it even more amazing. The word 
translated “fullness” means the totality of divine power and attributes. The false teachers at 
Colossae taught that different teachers had some of that fullness, but not all or it. Paul says that it 
all – all divine power, all the divine attributes dwelt in Jesus. Listen to the Amplified translation 
of verse 19. Colossians 1:19: (AMP) “For it has pleased [the Father] that all the divine fullness 
(the sum total of the divine perfection, powers, and attributes) should dwell in Him 
permanently.” Truly, Jesus is the fullness of God in a body! 
 
 
Conclusion 
This is the Jesus who saves – not the Jesus of the cults or the false religions. I am not saying that 
you had to know all of this to be saved, but you cannot deny these truths and be saved. When we 
come to know more and more about this Christ Jesus the Lord who saved us – to know that he 
was and is “God in a body,” how can we do anything but give Him first place in everything.



 


