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“How Real is the Lord to You?” 

Hebrews 11:27 

 
INTRO: 
 
 A.W. Tozer wrote: “To most people God is an inference, not a reality. He is a 

deduction from evidence which they consider adequate; but He remains personally 
unknown to the individual. He must be, they say, therefore, He is. Others do not go 
even so far as this; they know of Him only by hearsay. . . The possibility of intimate 
acquaintance with Him has not entered their minds. While admitting His existence 
they do not think of Him as knowable in the sense that we know things or people.” 

How real is God to you? Please notice I did not ask how real is God? He is real. Nothing we 
think or do will ever change that fact. But, how real is He to you? Is He someone who walks 
with you and talks with you along life’s narrow way? Is He someone you can reach out to and 
take hold of when you are sinking in the storms of life, whose presence comforts you in the 
valley of the Shadow of death? Or is He just someone you think of on Sundays and who really 
has very little impact in your day to day existence. 
 
 To several folks in the Word of God He is real. Some people to whom He was very real. 
    I. He Was Real to Moses. (Hebrews 11:24-27) 
  II. He Was Real to The Apostle Paul. (2 Corinthians 4:16-5.1ff) 
III. How Can He Become Real To Us? 
 
I. He Was Real to Moses. (Hebrews 11:24-27) 
 

A. Hebrews 11 has been labeled God’s hall of faith. In reality it is a list of illustrations of 
what faith really is and does. In verse 24 we meet Moses a man who was raised the first 
five years or so of his life in a godly home and then transferred to the palace in Egypt to be 
Pharaoh daughter’s son.  

 
1. Josephus tells us in The Antiquities of the Jews  that Pharaoh’s daughter intended 
to make Moses the successor to the Pharaoh as king of Egypt. But before that could 
happen, Moses made a choice.  

v.24    “By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter.” 
 

2. Moses’ action Exodus 2:11-12 was how he made his choice.  
“Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to 
his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a 
Hebrew, one of his brethren. So he looked this way and that way, and when he 
saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.”   

Stephen in his defense in Acts 7:25 adds some detail that we do not read anywhere 
else.  
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“For [Moses] supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his 
hand would deliver them: but they understood not.”  
 

B. What was Moses doing when he made this choice? Hebrews tells us clearly.  
vs.24-27a    “By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.  By faith 
he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king.” 
 

1. Moses refused the opportunity to become Pharaoh of what was at that time the 
greatest nation on the earth. He turned his back on unlimited power.  

 
2. (v. 25) He chose to suffer with the people of God rather than enjoy 
pleasures and reject God.  He could have enjoyed the best that the nation of Egypt 
could have given him, but to do that meant embracing the idolatry that Egypt practiced.   

 
3. (v. 26) He chose the reproach of Christ over the riches of Egypt.   
He saw that doing God’s will was much more valuable than the temporal riches of this 
present world, even if doing God’s will meant the reproaches the world wanted to hurl 
at the Lord were thrown upon him. He did this because “He was looking at the 
reward.”  Not the present reward, for there was none, but to the future blessing of 
God. 

 
C. How could Moses make these choices? What could possibly make a man do this? Moses 
made his choice by faith. What kind of faith is this which allows a man to choose to bypass 
present blessing for future reward? It is the faith described in (v. 27). He persevered as one 
“seeing Him who is invisible.”  With eyes of faith, he could see God. God was real to 
him.  

 
II. He Was Real to The Apostle Paul. (2 Corinthians 4:16-5.1ff) 
 

A. Another person who had 20/20 spiritual eyesight was the Apostle Paul.  In 2 

Corinthians 4, Paul wrote about the struggles that sometimes come to us in the ministry. 
 

B. If there is so much struggle and trouble why do you keep at it, Paul? His answer is three-
fold. 

 
1. God’s Plan for the present day.  

v.16  “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is 
perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.” 
 

2. What we suffer now will one day bring great blessing.  
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v.17    “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”  

 
3. Finally, I do it because there is an eternal reality out there that I can see with the eyes 
of my faith.  

v.18    “While we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.”  

This reality is not temporal like this world and all the suffering that I am doing in it. It is 
eternal and it will not pass away. 

 
III. How Can He Become Real To Us? 
 

A. The first step is making sure that we belong to Him. Remember what Jesus said to 
Nicodemus in John 3.  

v.3    “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.”   

You cannot see the unseen reality until the Lord opens your eyes in salvation. 
 
B. The second step is making sure that we are walking in fellowship with Him. 1 John 1:1-

9 is the primary passage on this reality. Our fellowship is based on the Lord’s incarnation 
(v.1-4). It is also built on His self-revelation (v.5-7). Finally, it is predicated on our 
purification (v.9). Prayer and the Bible have a big place in learning to walk with Him. 
 
C. The third step is reminding ourselves of what He has done in our lives in the past. We 
need to keep on reminding ourselves of His past faithfulness, so we do not forget His 
presence in our lives. 

 
The writer of Hebrews reminds us of the importance of all of this in Hebrews 12:1-2 

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  
(Looking means to focus our undivided attention upon.) 
 
We began with a question.  Let me finish with it too.  How real is God to you? 


