
Lev. 17:10-16  “Life in the Blood”

For the Children: When you buy meat from the butcher, there is not much blood left in it.  It has been 
drained out.  That is done probably because of the influence of the Bible, which teaches us to see blood as 
something very special – because it reminds us that God gives us the gift of life and it reminds us also of the 
OT sacrifices  that deal with sin.  Today, we understand that the Lord Jesus gives us life and covers our sins 
so that we may enjoy life forever with God.  Next time you eat meat without all the blood in it, you might 
remember His great gift.  But we remember it especially at the Lord’s Supper.  Questions: What does the 
Lord’s Supper teach us about blood?  Why don’t we need to have sacraments involving blood any more? 
What made the OT sacrifices effective for dealing with sin at that time?
______________________________________________________________________________________
___

Introduction:

First Point: The Regulation Against Eating Blood
1) No Eating Blood: This law forbids drinking blood or eating meat with all the blood still in it – such as 

when the beast is strangulated rather than butchered.  The law applied to Jews and resident aliens. 
The penalty for disobedience was that God would oppose the sinner and cause him to be “cut off” – 
exiled or executed.  The repetition (Lev. 7:26-27, Dt. 12:16,23; 15:23, 1 Sam. 14:32f) and the severe 
penalty indicate an important matter

2) Wild Animals: Vss. 13-16 deal with wild animals and birds.  If one is killed by a hunter, the blood 
must be spilled before the meat is eaten.  If someone finds a dead animal, he must wash his clothes 
and self and remains unclean until evening – in case the blood is still in the animal.  In any case, 
contact with dead animals  caused uncleanness

3) The Law Today: The ceremonial part of this law has been fulfilled.  But there is another part that 
remains, given to all mankind before the ceremonial law (Gen. 9:4, Acts 15:20,29)

Second Point: The Reasons for the Regulation
1) Respect for Life: The “life is in the blood” (vss. 11,14).  God connected life to blood in man and beast 

in the beginning.  To treat the blood lightly is to treat God’s gift of life lightly.  Hence Gen. 9:4

2) Respect for Sacrifice: As God warned Adam and Eve, the penalty for sin is death (Rom. 6:23) – 
physical, spiritual and eternal.  The restoration of physical life must come at the cost of a life – only 
blood can atone/ransom (v. 11b-12 with Heb. 9:22).  See also Gen. 3:21; ch. 15; Ex. 11-12.  This is 
the principle behind Israel’s sacrificial system.  To take blood lightly would be to take this background 
lightly

Third Point: To What the Regulation Pointed
1) The Blood of the Lamb: This background re the life in the blood and the effect of sin explains the NT 

emphasis on the blood of Christ/the Lamb (Eph. 2:13, Heb. 9:14, 10:19, 1 Pet. 1:2,19 etc).  The 
blood of Christ makes the once-for-all atonement of all our sins, because the life is in the blood.  He 
had to give His physical life to restore ours, and suffer the agony of hell to restore spiritual and 
eternal life to our souls.  This is what made the OT sacrifices effective – as the OT saints looked 
ahead to Him, by faith

2) The Greatest Gift and the Greatest Penalty: Christ’s offering on the cross represents the greatest gift 
of life and the greatest payment of the penalty we deserve.  Thus, both reasons behind the 
regulation (as in Point 2) are fulfilled in Him.  There is no greater display of love than this

3) Remembered in the Supper: The wine at the Lord’s Supper especially reminds us of all this 
background. – of the “new covenant in My blood” 91 Cor. 11:25).  Because He has shed His blood 
once-for-all, the sacrament is now non-bloody.  But we are taught and assured of the greatest gift 
given, the greatest  penalty paid and the greatest love demonstrated

Conclusion:


