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I.       In Christ We Have Redemption (v. 7a) 
 

A. The Redeemer 
 

Revelation 5:9 (NKJV) “And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; 
for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation.” 
 
John 8:34 (NKJV) “Jesus answered them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.’” 

 
B. The Redemption Price 
 

Romans 6:23a (NKJV) “For the wages of sin is death…”  
 
Hebrews 10:4 (NKJV) “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.” 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 (NKJV) “18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your 
aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot.” 

 
C. The Reason  
 

II.      In Christ We Have Forgiveness (v. 7b) 
 

The word translated forgiveness means to send away. 
 
Leviticus 16:7-10 (NKJV) “7 He shall take the two goats and present them before the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting. 8 Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the Lord and the other lot for the scapegoat. 9 And Aaron 
shall bring the goat on which the Lord's lot fell, and offer it as a sin offering. 10 But the goat on which the lot fell to be the 
scapegoat shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the 
wilderness.” 
 
1 John 2:2 (NKJV) “And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” 
 
Psalms 103:12 (NKJV) “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” 
 
Hebrews 10:17 (NKJV) "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more." 

 
III.     In Christ We Are Enlightened (vv. 8-10) 

Wisdom—insight into ultimate things such as life, death, righteousness, sin, hell, heaven and eternity.  
Prudence—practical understanding, the needs and problems of everyday living. 

A mystery in the Bible is a secret hidden in the heart of God until He chooses to reveal it to those in Christ. 
 
“So ‘mystery’ does not mean something inherently and essentially incomprehensible to the human mind, but rather 
something which is a secret beyond the reach of the natural human mind, but which God has revealed and unfolded to 
those who believe.”                                                                                                                           —Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
 
Romans 11:36 (NKJV) “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.” 
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   Charles Spurgeon, the great preacher of London in the late 1800’s tells of a pastoral visit to an elderly 

lady in one of the poverty stricken areas of London. In those times, if children or the church didn’t care 

for people like this lady, they would have no help. Spurgeon asked the lady if there was anyone, such as a 

child that could help her. She answered that she had a son but he lived and worked far away in South 

America. Spurgeon asked if there was any help she could get from this son. She said that all she ever 

heard from him was when she got a post card from him every month, but they were written in Spanish and 

she couldn’t understand them. Spurgeon asked what she had done with these “post cards” and she told 

him that she had used them to cover the walls since there were large cracks wall that allowed much cold 

air in. Spurgeon asked to see one of the postcards and discovered that they were not postcards at all but 

currency from the country where the son worked. The money covering the cracks in the wall were worth a 

small fortune, but the woman lived in poverty. What a picture that is of the average Christian life. Most 

Christians are totally unaware of the great wealth they have been given in Christ. As a result, they live 

like spiritual paupers.  

   The book of Ephesians is divided into three parts. Chapters 1-3 deals with the Christian’s wealth – 

spiritual wealth – that is theirs because they are in Christ. The second part is found in chapter 4:1-6:9. 

This part deals with the Christians walk. We can walk (live out our daily lives) in a way that is pleasing to 

God and unexplainable to the world when we appropriate the wealth that is ours in Christ. The third part 

of Ephesians deals with our warfare (chapter 6:10-24). When we belong to Christ, we face a real enemy in 

a real warfare. The enemy is Satan and legions of demonic spirits that followed him in his ancient 

rebellion against the one true God. That may sound like a J. R. Tolkien novel, but it is real. Just because 

something happens in the unseen realm called the heavenlies in Ephesians doesn’t mean that it is not real. 

In the last part of the book, we learn about the weapon and the armor that God has given us and how we 

walk in victory through the warfare. 

   Thus far in this series as we have begun to examine the wealth of the Christian, we have found that in 

Christ we have been given every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies; we have been chosen by God, 

predestined to be adopted into God’s family, and accepted by the Father because of our union with Christ. 

The Apostle Paul goes to great lengths to show us that all of this wealth is ours not because we are in any 

way deserving of it, but solely because of God’s grace. This amazing wealth just keeps on piling up as we 

examine chapters 1-3 in what might be the most exciting book in the Bible. 

 

I.       In Christ We Have Redemption (V7a) 

   When you step back and look at the Bible as a whole, you see that almost the whole Bible is about 

redemption. Redemption is the heart of the Gospel. In Genesis 1-11 we see sin coming into the world and 

the resulting corrupting and enslaving of all mankind thus showing the need for redemption. In Genesis 

12-Malachi we see redemption prepared for (the choice of Israel, the law, and the sacrificial system that 

pictured the Redeemer). In the Gospels, we see redemption provided for. In Acts we see redemption 

proclaimed. In the epistles, we see redemption explained, and in Revelation we see redemption 

consummated.  

   There are 2 Greek words for redemption in the New Testament. One world means to buy out of the 

marketplace. The word used in our text means to pay a ransom to release a person from bondage of some 

type. The most common use of the word was to release a person from slavery. In New Testament times 

there were an estimated 6 million slaves in the Roman Empire. Roman slavery was not racial; the slaves 

were mostly those captured from the countries defeated by the Roman Empire. Many time the slaves we 

very educated. Many slaves were teachers and physicians and people with management skills. If you had 

a relative or friend who was a slave, you may have wanted to set him free. First you would have to pay a 



price, and then you could set the slave free. The word used in verse 7 for redemption means to purchase 

from the slave market to set free. You and I were in slavery to sin. In Christ, the price was paid for us and 

we have been set free.  

A.   The Redeemer  

   The word “Him” in verse 7 refers back to verse 6 – “the Beloved”. The Redeemer is of course the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Revelation 5:9 (NKJV) “And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the 

scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of 

every tribe and tongue and people and nation”. Our Redeemer is the beloved Son of the Father. He is the 

only one who had the ability to redeem us. All of humanity as descendents of Adam had inherited the 

curse of sin and were born with a spirit that was dead to God and a desire to sin by being our own God. 

Jesus Christ was born of a virgin and thus escaped this curse, this pollution of sin. Every other man or 

woman who has ever lived has been a slave to sin themselves. John 8:34 (NKJV) “Jesus answered them, 

‘Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.’” A slave could not set another slave 

free. We were all disqualified but Christ alone had no sins of His own and was not a slave of sin. As God 

in human flesh, He alone had the right of redemption. 

B.   The Redemption Price  

   Sin is mankind’s captor and slave owner. Sin demands a price. That price is death. Romans 6:23a 

(NKJV) “For the wages of sin is death…” As stated earlier, we could not pay that price to set others free; 

we were born with the curse of sin as the result of being a descendent of Adam and being separated from 

God. The sacrificial animals of the Old Testament ceremonial law could not pay the price for our 

redemption. The blood of sacrificial animals was continually offered on altars of the Tabernacle and later 

the temple, those sacrifices could never cleans from sin. The animals were only symbolic types of the one 

true and effective sacrifice that would come in the fullness of time. Hebrews 10:4 (NKJV) “For it is not 

possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.” Jesus and Jesus alone could pay the 

redemption price. Oh, what this redemption cost Him! To secure our redemption, He left the 

unimaginable glory of Heaven, entered human life by means of the incarnation, lived a perfect, sinless 

life, suffered the agony of Gethsemane and Calvary, took the wrath of the Father that we deserved, and 

shed His life blood to pay to the Father the ransom, the redemption price for out sin. 1 Peter 1:18-19 

(NKJV) “
18 

knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your 

aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 
19 

but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 

lamb without blemish and without spot.” Truly we can say with the song writer, “There is power, wonder 

working power in the precious blood of the Lamb – Jesus Christ our Lord!  

C.   The Reason 

   There is no reason for what was done at Calvary except as verse 7 says, “according to the riches of His 

grace.” It literally says that God graced us with His grace. Let the magnitude of Christ’s great sacrifice to 

redeem you sink in to your heart. Think of yourself as a slave with no hope of ever being set free. Life 

was filled with unfulfilling work and the worst part is that there is no hope. You can never pay the 

redemption price because you are a slave. There is no kinsman who can pay the price for you. It seems 

hopeless. Then an incredibly wealthy man comes along and at an incomprehensible price buys you out of 

the slave market of sin. It cost him all that he had, but now you are free from the cruel taskmaster who 

hated you and would ultimately have destroyed you. How are you going to respond to this act of 

incredible generosity? Are you going to go on serving that cruel taskmaster? Are you going to turn away 

from this incredible love and sacrifice that has set you free? No! Your desire would be to serve this 

redeemer as His slave for the rest of your life for His great sacrifice and grace and love poured out on you.  

 

II.      In Christ We Have Forgiveness  

   Because the redemption price has been paid, the Christian is forgiven. Oh for a sinner how sweet is that 

word – forgiveness. To those who have done things for which they are ashamed, how precious is that 

word “forgiveness”. For the one who is hopeless of ever being set free from that cruel master called guilt, 

there is that wonderful, hope filled, encouraging word, FORGIVEN!  



    Let’s explore or at least be reminded of what the word translated “forgiven” means. The literal meaning 

of the word is “to send away”. Let’s see if we can go beyond that bland three word definition. Israel’s 

greatest holy day was Yom Kippur or The Day of the Atonement. On that day, Leviticus 16:7-22 tells us 

what happened. Leviticus 16:7-10 (NKJV) “
7 

He shall take the two goats and present them before the 

Lord at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 
8 

Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the 

Lord and the other lot for the scapegoat. 
9 

And Aaron shall bring the goat on which the Lord's lot fell, and 

offer it as a sin offering. 
10 

But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be presented alive 

before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness.” Allow 

me to narrate the remainder of this passage. The High Priest would slay the goat called “the one for the 

Lord”, and put the blood in a basin and take the blood of that sacrificial goat into the Holy of Holies of the 

tabernacle and later the temple. Inside the Holy of Holies, he would sprinkle the blood on the lid of the 

Ark of the Covenant called “the Mercy Seat”. The symbolism here is amazing. Inside that ark were the 

tablets of the law – the 10 Commandments. The lid on the Ark is called the Mercy Seat, but in the Greek 

translation of the Old Testament (the Septuagint) this was the same word that is translated “propitiation” 

in the New Testament. 1 John 2:2 (NKJV) “And He Himself is the propitiation [mercy seat] for our sins, 

and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” Propitiation means “to make a satisfactory payment to 

one who has been offended.” Watch the symbolism: We have all broken God’s law. Jesus is our mercy 

seat, our propitiation and the propitiating payment is not the bull of a goat, but His own blood.  

   Let’s get back to the Day of Atonement. When the High Priest came out of the Holy of Holies, he would 

go to the other goat – called the scapegoat and put his hand on the goat symbolizing the placing of Israel’s 

sin on this goat. Because of the sacrifice of the first goat, the sins of the nation are propitiated, satisfied, 

and now the sins are sent away into the wilderness never to return. What an amazing picture in the Old 

Testament of New Testament truth. Jesus fulfills the picture of this whole process. Jesus took our sins and 

then suffered the wrath of God those sins deserved. His shed blood propitiated, satisfied the Father as 

payment for our breaking of His law. Then our sins were sent away never to be brought up again. How far 

are they taken away? Psalms 103:12 (NKJV) “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed 

our transgressions from us.” Hebrews 10:17 (NKJV) "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember 

no more." God has taken our sins propitiated by the blood of Jesus and forgiven them – sent them away as 

far as the east is from the west and buried them in the sea of His forgetfulness.  

   I remember a song we used to sing in VBS when I was a child: “Gone, gone, gone, gone, yes my sins 

are gone. Buried in the deepest sea; yes that’s good enough for me. I shall live eternally, they’re gone, my 

sins are gone.” 

 

III.     In Christ We Are Enlightened (V8-10) 

   I hope I can make clear what this glorious passage is saying. Verse 8 is a continuing sentence from 

verse 7. The “which” refers to “the riches of His grace”. This grace not only provided our redemption and 

our forgiveness, it has also abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence that we are let in on the 

mystery of His will. Let’s look a little more closely. How would you feel if you got a call from the 

president of the United States and he said this: “Hello _____; This is the President of the United States. I 

just wanted to give you some information about some things that are happening internationally so you 

wouldn’t be in the dark. You know this Russia thing? Let me give you some behind the scenes things that 

we are doing to make sure this Putin guy doesn’t take this thing any further. Here is what the CIA is doing 

and here are the military and economic plans if he does continue to expand Russia’s borders. I just wanted 

you to be in the loop. I’ll get back to you with more as things develop.” You would feel pretty important 

wouldn’t you? Listen, the God who created and holds together the universe has let us in on the mystery of 

His will. 

   Notice in verse 9 that he reminds us that just as redemption and forgiveness are gifts of God’s grace, so 

is the insight He gives concerning His purpose. That word translated “abound” is translated “lavished on 

us” in most other translations. It speaks of the fact that His grace is never just barely enough; it is 

overflowing, lavished on us. That lavished, abounding grace come with wisdom and prudence. The word 



“wisdom” here is the Greek word Sophia, and it emphasizes insight in ultimate things such as life, death, 

righteousness, sin, hell, heaven and eternity. It is wisdom in the ultimate things of God. The word 

translated “prudence” is a contrast to wisdom. It emphasizes practical understanding – the needs and 

problems of everyday living. It is prudence in the handling of everyday affairs. God lavishes wisdom and 

prudence upon us so that we might know the mystery of His will.  

   Let’s spend some time on that phrase “the mystery of His will”(verse 9). The word “mystery” in the 

New Testament is not eerie hard to figure out things. A mystery in the Bible is a secret hidden in the heart 

of God until He chooses to reveal it to those in Christ. The word, “mystery” is used 27 times in the New 

Testament. A mystery is not something incomprehensible, but undiscoverable by the natural human mind. 

It is truth that cannot be known apart from God revealing it. Listen to this excellent description by Dr. 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones. “So ‘mystery’ does not mean something inherently and essentially incomprehensible 

to the human mind, but rather something which is a secret beyond the reach of the natural human mind 

but which God has revealed and unfolded to those who believe.” [Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, God’s 

Ultimate Purpose, Volume 1, page 191]. That means that believers are in God’s inner-circle. We can see 

the big picture. We recognize that God is sovereign and He is in control of even the most minute 

circumstances and that all He causes or allows is working toward His determined ends.  

   What is that “end” to which everything is heading? Let’s look closely at verse 10 and try to understand 

some key words. What does the word “dispensation” mean? The word literally means the management of 

the household. Applied to God, it is the management of His universe. To those not understanding the 

mystery, the world looks like chaos. Macbeth declared that history is “a tale told by a idiot, full of sound 

and fury, signifying nothing.” That’s the way not only history, but also the present and the future looks to 

those who don’t understand the sovereignty of God and His management of His universe. What is His 

plan? He is gathering together all things in Christ. He is bringing things in this universe to a close when 

His sovereign time determines it will happen. Christ will return, and all will see that things are operating 

according to God’s management plan for the world He created. The best verse to describe what verse 10 

is talking about is Romans 11:36 (NKJV) “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to 

whom be glory forever. Amen.”  

CONCLUSION 

   Outside of Christ, everything is chaos and disorder. When we see that He does everything according to 

His sovereign plan and at His perfect timing, we can have peace in this turmoil. There is no panic in 

Heaven, only plans. We don’t have to run around with headline hysteria. God is on His throne and He is 

managing his universe and you can rest in Him. (3076) 

    

 

  
 


