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Religion Is A Poison That Blinds Its Followers To Their True Condition Before Christ, (vs. 1 – 39) 
 

Christ Calls Us To See Where Real Holiness Is Found, (vs. 23 – 24) 
 

Message Emphasis:  Many today are like the Pharisees of Jesus day; they trust in their rituals to make them holy instead 
of trusting in the Spirit of Christ to root out their unholy sin.  We must not be blinded to our true condition because we 
have completed some rite or ritual.  We must not pretend to be holy but in fact let Christ make us holy. 
 
“How far does God say we can go…?” is one common question… ask of Scripture… this inquiry recognizes that there are certain 
absolute limits our Father has set regarding our… behavior. However, there has been a lot of confusion in defining these limits. 
The main reason for befuddlement is the Bible’s lack of an extensive list of “do’s and don’t’s”… Many groups have not let the lack of a 
list of acceptable and forbidden activities prevent them from imposing their own man-made checklist of godly and ungodly behaviors. 
While this form of legalism is clearly harmful, it is another type of legalism that may be even more prevalent, namely, trying to find all 
sorts of creative ways to get around God’s law. The Pharisees were excellent practitioners of this kind of legalism… 
As we look to God’s law… let us be wary of our tendency to circumvent true obedience. We are always a hair-breadth away from 
becoming Pharisees ourselves.  ~~ R.C. Sproul 
 
1) Pretending To Be Holy Is Disastrous, (vs. 23a)                                 Jesus is clear, those who wish to pretend will bring disaster on themselves 
 

• It is easier to pretend than to do the hard work of holiness - 23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
 
 
2)  Pretending To Be Holy Is Fruitless, (vs. 23b)                                  Those who wish to pretend will never bear fruit in keeping with repentance 
 

• We like to display obedience in the areas we control - For you tithe (Pres.Act.Ind) mint, dill, cumin          I produce the fruit 
 

• We don’t like obeying in areas we don’t control - and have neglected (Aor.Act.Ind) the weightier matters of the law:  
God is producing the fruit in me 

 

o The fruit of seeing others as our Lord does - justice                                  How do I distinguish between persons?  By what standard? 

o The fruit of treating others as our Lord does - and mercy                         How do my views influence my actions? 

o The fruit of trusting God’s work as our Lord does - and faithfulness.   How are my actions proof of holiness?  Or not?                                                                                                          

 
We need to see that the fruit of holiness must be found in both - These you ought (Impf.Act.Ind) to have done 
(Aor.Act.Inf), without neglecting (Pres.Act.Inf) the others.  
 

“Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God 
is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”” (Luke 3:8–9, ESV)  
 
 
3)  Pretending To Be Holy Is Self Deception, (vs. 24)      Those who wish to pretend believe they are pure while they fill themselves with gross filth 
 

• So many times we are so consumed with the sin we see, we miss the fact that our hidden sin is more grotesque - 
24 You blind guides, straining (Pres.Act.Part) out a gnat and swallowing (Pres.Act.Part) a camel!  

 
Lord, who shall come to thee, And stand before thy face? Who shall abide, a welcome guest, Within thy holy place? 
The man of upright life, Sincere in word and deed, Who slanders neither friend nor foe, No idle tales will heed. 
Who honors godly men, But scorns the false and vile, Who keeps his promised word to all, Though loss be his the while. 
Who loves not usury, Nor takes a base reward; Unmoved for ever he shall be, And stand before the Lord. 
 
***What Must I Do To Be Saved? ** 
 

Message Directive:  Look to Christ for the salvation of your soul ONLY in Christ will you be truly holy and not just a 
pretender. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  Christ Calls Us To See Where True Holiness Is Found, (vs. 25 – 26) 
6.  Christ Calls Us To See Where True Righteousness Is Found, (vs. 27 – 28) 
7.  Christ Calls Us To See Where True Love Is Found, (vs. 29 – 36) 
8.  Christ Calls Us To See Where True Belief Is Found, (vs. 37 – 39) 

 


