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John 5:19-47 

 

“But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.” 

John 4:45 

 

These words were spoken to the religious leaders of Jerusalem on the occasion of Jesus healing a 

man who had been crippled for thirty-eight years. It was the Sabbath, and those leaders construed 

Jesus’ action as violating God’s law, which says “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” 

(Exodus 20:8).  

 

In fact, Jesus at no point violated the law of God (Matt. 5:17; Heb. 4:15), but in all points obeyed 

and pleased God (John 8:29). It was their interpretation of the Sabbath commandment that was in 

error. But if the religious leaders admitted that their interpretation was wrong, this would erode 

the people’s confidence in their authority. The throngs who were following Jesus might commit 

more firmly to Him as their leader. Thus, pride and lust for power among Jerusalem’s “clergy” 

blinded them to their own error, and hatched their effort to kill Jesus rather than believe Him. 

 

Jesus not only healed on the Sabbath, but when challenged He affirmed that He was doing the 

work of His Father. The Jewish leaders understood that to be a claim of equality with God, 

which, if it was not true, was blasphemy (5:18). Jesus knew their perceptions but did nothing to 

change them, for on that point they were exactly right. This is one of multiple passages where 

Jesus’ response affirms His equality with God the Father. 

 

He continued speaking to the religious leaders, citing four other witnesses that affirmed His 

proper identity. First was John the Baptist, who had introduced Jesus to the multitudes (5:33-35). 

Second, Jesus’ own works demonstrated that God had anointed and empowered Him (5:36). 

Third, God Himself bore witness of Jesus’ identity to everyone who believed. But unbelief 

blinded the religious elites, so Jesus told them, “ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom 

he hath sent, him ye believe not (5:37, 38). Fourth, Scripture bore witness to Jesus, for Moses 

who penned the law of God that they professed to defend had, in fact, written about Jesus (5:39-

46). Their rejection of Jesus exposed unbelief regarding Moses’ writings. 

 

In this exchange, Jesus said “I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.” In this He 

named one quality as essential: love for God. It was most important for them and it is most 

important for everyone living today. Do you love God? This is  

the difference between salvation or damnation, between heaven or hell. Everyone must ask 

himself: Do I love God? Scripture presents four qualities that mark the person who loves God. 

 

 1. A person who loves God will receive and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ (5:42-47; I  

  I Cor. 16:22; I John 4:19; 5:1, 2). 

 

 2. A person who loves God will obey His commandments (I John 2:5; 5:1-3). 

 

 3. A person who loves God will love others (I John 3:17; 4:7-5:1). 

 

 4. A person who loves God will not love this world (I John 2:15-17). 


