
   EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW                                          p. 29 

 

Message #11                Matthew 5:11-16 

 

When we look carefully at verses 11-16, we notice a change in pronouns from “those” and 

“theirs” to “you” and “your.”  In the original Greek text, the pronoun “you” in verses 13 and 14 

is emphatic.  What this means is that Jesus Christ took a moment in this discourse to specifically 

single out and address His own disciples and what He says to them is this: 

 

MY DISCIPLES WILL HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY TO REFLECT ME TO THIS 

WORLD AND WHEN THEY DO THEY WILL BE  PERSECUTED . 

 

Life for a disciple of Christ on the road would not be easy, but the disciple could find joy in the 

fact that if he remained faithful, his reward would be great in heaven.  This principle is true for 

every dispensation.  If we purpose to take our responsibilities as a Christian seriously, we will–

not might or could be–but will, in some way, be persecuted. 

 

THOUGHT #1 – Disciples of Jesus Christ will be  persecuted  in this world.  5:11-12 

 

Now the word “persecute” which shows up twice in these two verses is a word that means to be 

pursued and driven away (Smith, p. 119).  There will be those who will pursue the faithful 

disciple of Christ with the goal to drive them away or to make them run.  Their passion is to get 

them out of the area.  These people will be relentless in their pursuit of the faithful servant of 

God.  Now there are specifically three ways spelled out that a disciple will be persecuted: 

 

(Way #1) - A disciple will be persecuted through  insults .  5:11a 

 

The word “insult” is one that means a disciple will be reproached, blamed, and disgraced through 

verbal attacks (Smith, p. 318).  If a disciple is faithfully serving God, he/she will be blamed for 

all kinds of things and there will be those who will actually try to make you a reproach. 

 

(Way #2) - A disciple will be persecuted by being driven  away .  5:11b 

 

As we said, the word “persecute” means there will be those who will drive away the faithful 

disciple.  The enemies are on a vendetta to get rid of the faithful disciple. 

 

(Way #3) - A disciple will be persecuted through  false  allegations.  5:11c 

 

There will be those who will actually invent false things to say against one who is faithful.  They 

will say all kinds of evil things and falsely accuse one walking close with God.  These allega-

tions are not true and they are evil. 

 

Consideration #1 - Disciples are being persecuted because of  Jesus Christ .  5:11 

 

Jesus wanted His faithful disciples to know they are persecuted “on account of Me.” 
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Consideration #2 - Disciples who endure persecution will receive great heavenly  rewards .   

                                   5:12 

 

This is very interesting as Christ did not promise these disciples the Kingdom.  He promised 

them rewards in heaven.  These disciples would not live to see the Kingdom.  In fact, what they 

didn’t know at this point is that a new age called the Church Age would begin that would have a 

heavenly focus, not an earthly one and they would be part of that age. 

 

Consideration #3 - Disciples who are being persecuted may  rejoice .  5:11-12 

 

Consideration #4 - Disciples being persecuted are in the same class as the O.T.  prophets .  5:12 

 

Their job was to communicate the truth about Jesus Christ and when they were mistreated for 

doing this, they were ranked with the O.T. prophets! 

 

THOUGHT #2 – Disciples of Jesus Christ are to be an  influence  in this world.  5:13-16 

 

Now again, let me point out that the pronouns “you,” which begins verses 13 and 14, are 

emphatic.  Christ is emphatically stressing this responsibility to His disciples. 

 

Metaphor #1 - My disciples are to be the  salt  of the earth.  5:13 

 

Christ develops this metaphor by saying that salt has a job to do and if it stops doing its job, it is 

worthless.  There are many different views as to what this salt metaphor means: 

1) Some say salt makes food taste better and we are to make our world better. 

2) Some say salt preserves from corruption and we are to preserve the world from corruption. 

3) Some say salt creates thirst for drink and we are, by our lives, to create a thirst for Christ. 

 

Disciples have the responsibility to maintain godly character or else they will be mocked and 

trampled on in this world. 

 

Metaphor #2 - My disciples are to be the  light  of the world.  5:14-16 

 

There are some Christians who say, “I don’t care what anyone thinks.”  That may be true, but 

you had better care about what everyone sees. 

 

(Challenge #1) - The negative challenge–do not  hide  your light.  5:14-15 

 

Concept #1 - You cannot hide a  city  which sits on a hill.  5:14 

Concept #2 - You do not hide a light but put it on a  lampstand .  5:15 

 

(Challenge #2) - The positive challenge–do let your light  shine .  5:16 

 

Now carefully notice from this verse that our good works are to glorify our Father who is in 

heaven, not ourselves.  Our lives are to be a reflection of Jesus Christ! 


