
“God and the Devil in Storms and Destruction” 

 

We begin with this passage of Scripture, Amos 3:6.  It is a passage that every Christian ought to 

know because it tells us something when we have events unfold such as the events that unfolded 

this past week throughout much of the South. Hundreds of people dead, maybe a billion dollars‟ 

worth of destruction that has come in the wake of all of this. Why do these things happen? 

 

The first thing that we note—and I believe this is very important—is what verse six tells us. 

They do not happen outside of the sovereignty of God. 

 

“If there is calamity in a city, will not the LORD have done it?” (Amos 3:6) 

 

The word that is translated “calamity” is the Hebrew word that is often translated “evil,” not 

necessarily to be understood always of moral evil, and certainly not moral evil here, but evil. 

 

What do we think of when we see a tornado?  I have never seen a tornado, but I remember in the 

second Presbyterian church that I served in Kansas, the very day that we were moving our stuff 

and unpacking which was a Saturday to be ready for Sunday, on that day there was a tornado 

alert and we went outside this, the parsonage there at that church had a storm cellar as people did 

in tornado alley and we went out, Sandy and I, and we looked at the sky and it was a very 

troubled sky. I had never seen a sky like that. 

 

A frightening thing, a tornado. What do you do when a tornado comes? Tornados, unlike 

hurricanes come with very little warning.  You may hear sounds and you may see a funny sky 

and there may be warning on the radio, but we tend to not take them seriously the way we take a 

hurricane. We see a hurricane and with modern technology we are able to track it and we are 

able to prepare and all of those things, but tornadoes come with great ferocity and often quite 

suddenly simply suddenly out of the clouds dipping down and then hitting the ground and 

sometimes massively. 

 

What do we do? Where is God? Is God impotent? 

 

We think of the words of Archibald McLeish who wrote a play based on the book of Job entitled 

J B in which he has this line. 

 

“If God is good he is not God.  If God is God he is not good.” 

 

And it goes down to a basic assertion. Either God is not sovereign, either he does not control the 

wind and the weather and the flight of birds and life and death, in which case he can be good, but 

impotent, limited in his power. But if he is unlimited in his power, if God can, indeed, do 

anything and if he is truly in control of the world, then in that statement in J B he is not good, the 

problem with that is that man is asserting there his right to call God into question, his right to 

judge God. 

 

I have experienced over the years many conversations with Atheists and I have always found that 

Atheists are never atheists, never Atheists based on creation. Only a fool can look at the 



universe, only the fool can look at life on our planet and deny intelligent design; however that 

intelligence created this world.  Only a fool denies creation.  

 

But what is it that makes men come to Atheism? It is providence. It is what is happening in the 

world? 

 

Where is God? How could a good God permit these things? 

 

Well, Amos asserts both the sovereignty of God and the fact that God is good and in total control 

of the world. If there is evil, if there is destruction, if there is a tornado, if there is a plague, if 

there is a hurricane, if there is an earthquake, he says, will not the Lord have done it?  

 

This great question is expressed for us deeply in perhaps the oldest book of the Bible, the book 

of Job.  

 

If you will turn with me to the book of Job for a moment, perhaps these are familiar themes, but 

we cannot assert them often enough.  Job chapter one tells us some very important things that we 

need to know at the outset. 

 

Verse one. “There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was 

blameless and upright, and one who feared God and shunned evil” (Job 1:1). 

 

It is very important that we keep the very first verse in mind constantly as we read the book 

because there are those who would say that the fault of Job‟s troubles lay in some way with Job 

himself, either that he was a man of unbelief or that he was given to fear.   

 

People will often twist Scripture and find something like, for example, Job 3:25 as a justification 

for what happened in the book of Job. 

 

“For the thing I greatly feared has come upon me, and what I dreaded has happened to me” (Job 

3:25). 

 

That doesn‟t mean that Job was a man of unbelief given over to fear, who rejected faith and 

embraced fear. That is not that at all.  Here is the bottom line.  Does anyone here not fear dying 

of cancer? Does anyone here not fear being in some terrible wreck that would leave you a 

quadriplegic where you are dependent on other people to take care of you for the last 15 or 20 

years of your life unable to move your hands and feet?  

 

There are many things that we all fear and that is all Job is saying. He is not saying here that he 

was a man of unbelief.  He is not saying here that he was a man who embraced fear. 

 

In fact, if we are governed by the very first verse in how we read this book, we understand Job 

1:1 that the natural and normal explanations that people have of evil are all wrong. That is why 

the book is written. The book is written to silence glib cliché‟ speakers. 

 



The book of Job is written so that we would know that life is mysterious and we could never 

point the finger at other people and say, “Well, we know there is something wrong in his life or 

her life for this to have happened to them.” 

 

Why does a tornado come through Tuscaloosa, Alabama? Why does it tear down certain 

churches and certain homes and leave others in tact?  

 

The book of Job is written so that nobody here and nobody anywhere would ever say, “Well, it is 

because of this.” 

 

Ultimately, in spite of the fact that God is in absolute control of the world, the way he governs 

the world and his purposes in history are ultimately inscrutable, mysterious, an enigma unless 

God himself reveals his purpose.  

 

So if we look at Job 1:1 we see that these troubles that unfold in Job‟s life are not due to him. His 

unbelief, his weakness, his failure to repent, he is what kind of man? He is, Job 1:1, a blameless 

man. He is an upright man. He is a man who feared God and shunned evil.  

 

You see, the fear of God is to walk in faith and fear nothing else.  Job feared God. That is the 

only thing he really feared was displeasing the Lord. 

 

In other words, Job‟s life was such that not you and not me, no one can hold a candle to this guy. 

He is a very, very great man, better than the finest person that you know personally. He is a man 

about whom the Lord says, “I find no fault in this man.” 

 

And what do we find unfolding?  Verse six, Job 1:6. 

 

“Now there was a day when the Bene Elohim (That is that Hebrew phrase that is used in Genesis 

one, it means angels here. The angels, the supernatural beings, not humans, but supernatural 

beings created by God.) ... Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 

themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them” (Job 1:6). 

 

I want you to notice that God himself initiates this contest.  God himself initiates this contest. 

The picture that we have in Job is not of a reactionary God who is saying, “Whoops. Oh, I didn‟t 

see that coming.”  It is not a God who is taken advantage by Satan. It is a God who is in absolute 

control. 

 

Notice that God initiates this thing with Satan.  Verse seven: “And the LORD said to Satan, 

„From where do you come?‟ So Satan answered the LORD and said, „From going to and fro on 

the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.‟ Then the LORD said to Satan, „Have you 

considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, 

one who fears God and shuns evil?‟” (Job 1:7-8) 

 

Then and then only Satan speaks in accusation against Job.  And he makes this statement in verse 

10 and it is a very important statement.  It is one of those statements that Christians ought to 

know.  



 

“Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on 

every side?” (Job 1:10) 

 

A hedge. What does that mean? That means for you and me, as well as for Job, we are protected 

from the malice of the most malicious and malignant spirit who has ever lived, Satan himself. 

Satan hates you and has designs on your life to make you squeal and curse in unbelief. That is 

what he wants to do. He hates you.  He has a sadistic delight in seeing you suffer.  

 

When troubles come, you better believe that Satan is in it and behind it.  He wants to bring you 

down.  He wants to prove to God that you are a hypocrite and flawed and that if the heat is just 

turned up on you enough you will do anything. 

 

And do you know what? Satan is right. Satan sees through all of the pretense and all of the 

masquerade that we maintain in life. He sees me as I am. He sees me not simply at my best, but 

at my worst. He hears me not only saying good things, but he hears me when I say things I 

should never say.  And he knows that about you as well. 

 

And there he is in the very presence of God saying, “Turn the heat up on this guy, and he will be 

squealing in fear. He will be howling in unbelief. He will curse you to your face.” 

 

And look at what God says. “Okay” he says.  

 

Verse 12: “And the LORD said to Satan, „Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not 

lay a hand on his person.‟ So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD” (Job 1:12). 

 

The hedge is dropped by God himself, but it isn‟t dropped totally. It is not dropped around Job 

himself, but it is dropped around his family. 

 

Do you have trouble with your family? Children cause grief to you? In laws cause you grief? 

Close friends? Do you see the pain and suffering in other people‟s lives?  

 

God says to Satan, “All right.  You can turn up the heat, but you can‟t lay a hand on the man 

himself.” 

 

It is interesting that after he does all he can do in chapter one, he comes back in chapter two and 

God goes on and says to him, “Look,” verse three: “Then the LORD said to Satan, „Have you 

considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, 

one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited 

Me against him, to destroy him without cause‟” (Job 2:3). 

 

Well, that is a powerful verse, isn‟t it, without cause. No one has the right to point the finger at 

Job and say, “Well, this is happening to Job because of you name it.” 

 

I want you to notice two truths here as well, the truth of the sovereignty of God and the truth of 

the power of Satan in evil. 



 

Human suffering does not happen apart from God‟s decree, his providential permission. But I 

want you to notice that the agent through whom God is sovereignly permitting these things to 

occur is Satan himself. 

 

Verse four: “So Satan answered the LORD and said, „Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he 

will give for his life.  But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he 

will surely curse You to Your face!‟” (Job 2:4-5) 

 

Verse six: “And the LORD said to Satan, „Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life‟” (Job 

2:6). 

 

“All right. I am dropping the hedge further.  You can touch the man himself. You can make him 

hurt. You can make him suffer personally, physically. But you can‟t take his life.” 

 

I want you to understand something.  No one dies until God‟s decree is fulfilled. There is a hedge 

around your life and mine. We are immortal until God‟s purpose for us has been fulfilled. 

Whether we are a Christian or a non-Christian, but God permits Satan to move. 

 

Now I want you to see the next verse, verse seven: “So Satan went out from the presence of the 

LORD, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head” (Job 

2:7). 

 

Where does suffering come from? It comes from a personal devil, a real devil, Satan himself who 

works through the operation of demon spirits and that is why you hurt. That is why you hurt. 

 

So there are two great truths that we see here.  Satan himself is the malicious cause of human 

suffering.  Satan himself is the reason why you hurt. Satan himself is the reason why you have 

problems in your life that cause you great pain.  And yet the other truth is this. Nothing that 

Satan does is outside of the sovereignty of God.  God is in absolute and total control of his 

world. 

 

Look at chapter 42 of Job for a quick moment, at the very end of the book.  Verse 11 says: “Then 

all his brothers, all his sisters, and all those who had been his acquaintances before, came to him 

and ate food with him in his house; and they consoled him and comforted him for all the 

adversity that the LORD had brought upon him” (Job 42:11). 

 

Ultimately, however you cut it, God ultimately can stop suffering in this world like that. God can 

heal cancer like that. God can heal heart disease like that. God can cause an adulterous spouse to 

repent like that. God can cause a drug addicted child to repent like that and be free of his 

addiction just like that. God can raise the dead. There is nothing too difficult for God.  

 

So all that happens in the world happens under the sovereignty of God, but it happens through 

the maliciousness of Satan. 

 



I see another thing while we are there we just can‟t pass because it is so personal and it is verse 

10: “And the LORD restored Job‟s losses when he prayed for his friends” (Job 42:10). 

 

Who were his friends?  Those were the guys that had all the answers. They had rabbinical 

answers, the kinds of things that are expressed in Ecclesiastes and Proverbs, things that are 

generally true, but not always true, aphorisms and parables that generally are the case the way it 

is. 

 

Work hard and save your money. Do what is right and you will be ok, healthy, wealthy and wise. 

But sometimes—and this is what the book of Job is all about—sometimes it doesn‟t work out 

that way and when it doesn‟t work out that way, it is because of God‟s sovereign good purpose 

because ultimately in Job‟s life we can write over the entire book and the entire life of Job, 

“Romans 8:28,” “All things work together for good.” 

 

Job knew the Lord.  He was a godly man.  But he knew the Lord with a new intimacy, a new 

sweetness, a new preciousness at the end of the book than before. 

 

“All things work together for good to those who love God” (Romans 8:28). 

 

Going back, then, to Job one we see this truth and yet a third truth. And I have preached on it and 

I have taught on it. I have written on it. A section in my doctoral dissertation deals with it. There 

is the sovereignty of God. There is the malice of Satan.  And there are natural causes. 

 

Let‟s look at chapter one for a moment here.  Immediately after verse 12, when God says to 

Satan, “‟Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.‟ So Satan 

went out from the presence of the LORD” (Job 1:12). 

 

And all the events that unfold from verse 13 through verse 19 are what we might call natural 

things. Some of them involve human evil, like those Galileans whose blood Pilate shed in Luke 

15:1-5.  

 

These are things that men do to other men, that evil men do to hurt people. 

 

Recently my wife and I were in the DC1 and DC3.  They are correctional places.  You know, 

there are some people in DC1, and there are some people in DC3 that are very cruel, very mean. 

They are people that need to be restrained and separated from human society. There are people 

that would as soon kill you as look at you.  There are evil people in the world.  Make no mistake 

about it. And much suffering in this world happens through their hands, and they do what they 

do, not as robots, not as puppets on a string, not as automatons; they do what they do of their 

own will, not forced will, but freely choosing to do what they want to do, acting in accordance 

with their own depraved nature. 

 

And that is what we find in the first chapter of Job, human suffering coming from human evil, 

verse 15, the Sabeans and their raiding party, and later on another raiding party of Chaldeans, 

verse 17.  

 



But there is another set of phenomena that occur in Job chapter one that are what we might call 

natural phenomena, the kinds of things that insurance companies—and never forget this about 

insurance companies: their purpose is to keep from paying the claims they ought to pay. You 

often need help in dealing with an insurance company because they will, if they can get away 

with it, beat you out of that money.  And so what do they call certain things? “Acts of God.” 

 

“We are not responsible. This was an act of God.” 

 

So there are some things here that are acts of God.  And unless it is specifically laid out in the 

insurance policy, you had better be careful. And even if it is, you better read the fine print. That 

is why attorneys can be wonderful friends. 

 

Acts of God, but, you know, they are really natural acts as you see them here, aren‟t they? What 

you see is in verse 16, “While he was still speaking, another also came and said, „The fire of God 

fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed them; and I alone have 

escaped to tell you!‟” (Job 1:16) 

 

What he is talking about is lightning.  Lightning flashing, striking people, killing them, setting 

things on fire.  

 

But look at the last thing here.  Verse 18: “While he was still speaking, another also came and 

said, „Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother‟s house, and 

suddenly...‟” (Job 1:18-19)  It means it is a tornado. “Suddenly a great wind...” Not a hurricane 

with plenty of warning. 

 

“Suddenly,” he says, “a great wind came from across the wilderness and struck the four corners 

of the house, and it fell on the young people, and they are dead; and I alone have escaped to tell 

you!” (Job 1:19) 

 

So we look at these tornadoes and human death and suffering, over 1000 people injured, many, 

many, many people homeless, churches gone, at least 300 people dead, tornado after tornado last 

week.  Those are natural things. 

 

And the Bible accepts natural things as real and as an explanation. 

 

Why did it happen? Well, if we study meteorology, we understand why the tornadoes happen. 

Why do tornadoes happen a certain time of year? There are natural reasons for it. There are 

natural causes. But if we really take the book of Job seriously, there are three things, and I am 

beating a dead horse by preaching on this again.  No, I am not, because we need to be reminded 

of it, because Satan wants us to forget these three truths. 

 

They really do happen as a result of natural causes. They really do happen because Satan himself 

hates us and has a malicious intent to destroy our faith and then make us hate God. That is what 

he wants us to do. He hates God, and he wants you to hate God, too.  

 



Listen ... Satan is the ultimate Atheist.  He knows God exists.  He knows it absolutely as any 

person who is honest with his own intelligence and his own senses has to confess. “Of course, 

there is a God. But I hate that God.”  

 

That is Satan‟s answer.  “Of course, there is a God, but I hate him.” 

 

And that is his goal, to make you hate him, too.  Satan wants you to be in his image, not the 

image of God.  And so Satan‟s malice is there.  

 

But God‟s sovereignty is there, ruling and overruling in all these things. 

 

Well, there is the basic explanation of reality according to the Bible.  

 

But we still come back to this great question, why?  Why does a good God, who is in complete 

control of the world, allow Satan to inflict so much suffering on the human race? 

 

Turn with me, if you will, to two passages of Scripture, 1 Corinthians chapter 15 is the first one, 

1 Corinthians chapter 15, and we begin at verse 21. 

 

And a verse, verse 20, that is reminiscent of last Sunday, “But now Christ is risen from the dead, 

and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). 

 

Verse 21, “For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.   For as 

in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:21-22). 

 

Why is the world in which we live a place where evil flourishes? Why is the world in which we 

live a world where a good God is absolutely sovereign and yet none of us escapes the misery of 

this life? And, Dear Ones, life has its miseries and we have all of us, if we have lived very long 

on this planet, have sipped from the cup of human misery. 

 

Why is it?  What is the Biblical explanation? It is right there, 1 Corinthians 15 and verse 21: “For 

since by man came death...”. 

 

What is death? Death is separation. It is not ceasing to exist.  Matter can neither be created nor 

destroyed.  Matter doesn‟t cease to exist, nor does spirit cease to exist. What happens is 

separation. Death brings separation. 

 

The Bible story is the most important story we have ever heard because it answers the reality of 

the world, and it says the reason there is death in this world is because the original pair of human 

beings rebelled against God, and the consequence of their rebellion was to invite death into the 

world. 

 

God warned them before they ever did it. 

 



“In the day that you eat that fruit,” he says it in the strongest way he can in Hebrew 

grammatically, “Dying, you will die.”  First as a participle and then as a finite verb. “Dying, you 

will die,” using the word “death” twice (Genesis 2:17). 

 

It is the most forceful way you can say something in the Hebrew grammar.  That is why the King 

James says, “You will surely die” (Genesis 2:17). 

 

And what happened? The moment that Adam—because he is the head of the race, not Eve—

Adam is the head of the race. He represents you and me.  The moment that Adam ate of the 

forbidden fruit, at that moment he died. First, he died within himself.  He experienced within his 

personality for the first time. Maybe had existed for a few days, a few weeks, a few months, a 

few years for a few centuries. The Bible never tells us how long Adam lived before he rebelled 

against God. It could have been centuries. He had never known fragmentation, alienation, 

estrangement and death within himself, but at that moment he experienced it.  Everyone is born 

not to use the word scientifically, but in its root word meaning schizophrenic.  Why are we born 

with schizophrenia? We are born with schizophrenia that in some of us the potential is very great 

for it becoming very profound and diagnosable.  But all of us have it and why do we have it? 

Because the moment that tour first father ate of the fruit he experienced a schizophrenia within 

himself.  He was no longer a whole man. He no longer had a whole personality. He no longer 

had everything integrated within himself.  That wholeness became fragmented and he 

experienced alienation within himself. And immediately that schizophrenia is experienced in 

relationship to God.  That is why he hides himself.  

 

He knew perfect innocence. He knew no humiliation. He knew no sense of inferiority or 

superiority. He knew only pleasure and joy and happiness in life and from that moment on he 

knows guilt, alienation and estrangement from himself and himself from himself and his God 

and then from his dearest friend. 

 

How long had Adam and Eve lived together as husband and wife enjoying marital bliss as no 

couple ever has, for every couple is doomed to misery. Every marriage is doomed to failure. And 

only the power of the Holy Spirit brings healing where those natural things would lead us to utter 

death of a marriage. But at that moment his boon companion, the joy of his life, the apple of his 

eye, that exquisitely beautiful woman whom the likeness you and I have never seen even with a 

most exquisitely airbrushed, PhotoShopped Hollywood starlet, that exquisitely beautiful, 

incredibly wonderful, completely joyful, always happy, completely serving him with delight as 

he served her with delight woman suddenly becomes for him an object of disgust and a person 

on whom to fix his blame. 

 

And so when he is called to the dock, he accuses her.   And so comes death in a marriage. Their 

marriage died that day though, again and again they renewed it. And something  happened in 

Adam‟s body that day.  There was fragmentation and a splitting apart and a separation of his 

spiritual self and his physical self. That is what we call physical death and it began that day.  He 

had never known an ache or a pain. He had never reached down to pick something up off the 

ground and stood up and said, “Uh, oh.” 

 



Have you ever done that?  

 

That church that I pastored in Kansas when they had me come to visit for as a candidate, one of 

the elders was a coach at Friends University and he invited me the day before to play racquetball 

with him and I had never played, not racquetball, handball. I had never played that before. And 

you stoop down. And I was in good physical condition, I had never played stooping down. And 

the next day in the shower as I reached to pick up the bar of soap I had dropped my back went 

out for the first time in my whole life and I couldn‟t get up. And I am in the house with the man 

of the house worked at the air force base there in Wichita.  And there was a woman, considerably 

older than me who was there. I didn‟t know what to do. I began to cry to God, “Help me.” 

 

And finally I was able to claw my way up the walls of the shower and straighten my back. 

 

Adam never knew that. He never had a back go out on him. He never had rotator cuff trouble. He 

never had a headache or sinuses. He never had an allergy. 

 

And that moment dying you will die he experienced that separation, that fragmentation. 

 

And, you know, as he lived out his life can you imagine what it was like? In the most isolated, 

insulated home ever had Cain and Abel were home schooled. They were home churched. They 

didn‟t worry about worldly influences on their kids.  What would it have been like to bury your 

son?  

 

Oh, the misery! 

 

“For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 

all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:21). 

 

Turn with me back to Romans five and beginning at verse 12: “Therefore, just as through one 

man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all 

sinned...” (Romans 5:12). 

 

I want you to see in the next verse that what is in view here is what theologians call the 

imputation of Adam‟s sin. What does that mean? It means that when Adam acted he acted as 

your representative.  

 

One of the reasons you should pray for President Obama is that he has the power to cause you to 

be annihilated in a nuclear war.  He, like his predecessors before, has the means of launching a 

nuclear war.  Pray for his sanity and sobriety.  Pray for his affection for our nation and our 

people.  Why? Because he has the power to kill you. He has the power to throw this world into 

such destruction as civilization could never recover from. He does.  

 

And as I look over this audience, I wonder how many of you voted for him. It makes no 

difference. You are represented by him. And if he acts to attack a nation that results in our being 

attacked and then our retaliating and their retaliating until finally some nuclear power like 

Pakistan—they have nuclear missiles, you know.  I don‟t know why we were so worried about 



Iran getting it.  They are as whacky in Pakistan as they are in Tehran.  They have the power to 

blow us up.  And we have the power to blow them up much many times over. 

 

What happens?  You didn‟t vote for him. You had no say so in it. 

 

I want you to understand, like it or not, fair or not, it is the way the world works. And it is how it 

worked in the very dawn of human history. When Adam acted, God views you as having acted in 

your first father. 

 

What he did has brought all of this misery on us. He is our head.  And he says there in verse 13, 

“For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law” (Romans 

5:13). 

 

What is he saying?  Look at the next verse. He makes it plain: “Nevertheless death reigned from 

Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the 

transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come” (Romans 5:14). 

 

That is what he is saying here is this.  The reason why babies die, why little children die, why 

sweet old people die, why sweet middle-aged people die and sweet young adults die, from the 

time of Adam to Moses, is not because of their sin.  It is because of the sin of Adam. The reason 

that people die is not because of their own sin. 

 

If you really accept what the Bible says about the world, it says that the suffering that we 

experience in this world is not directly attributable to what you have done and I have done, 

necessarily, but it is always absolutely due to what Adam did.  That is what he says. 

 

Now you can like that or not like it. You can agree with it or not agree with it.  But that is what 

the Bible teaches. 

 

In other words, Christianity, or Judaism for that matter, that is true to Scripture, affirms that 

however God did it and however long it took God, there was at one point in history an original 

pair of human beings called Adam and Eve. 

 

And I will say this.  No one is a true Christian in his or her thinking who rejects the truth that 

there was an original pair of human beings because the entire structure of reality as the Bible 

explains it from Genesis to Revelation is rooted in the act of rebellion of Adam and of Eve, and 

all of the misery of this planet is due to their act not your act or mine. 

 

What does your act do and my act do? It exacerbates it.  It makes it worse, but it doesn‟t cause it. 

 

In other words, you are going to die. And no matter what you do, no matter how many vitamins 

you take—sometimes they can kill you too, if you take too many—no matter what kind of health 

supplements you follow, no matter how much you control your cholesterol and never eat fried 

food...  You are going to find some people in South Louisiana that really eat really fine food are 

alive after passing 100, considerably overweight as they eat white boudin and red boudin and 

fried catfish and crawfish etouffee and all of these other things that we have that taste so good. 



 

And how do they get away with it?  It is in the genes they wear, not... no, the genes they have.  

But the point is, whether they are fat or skinny, whether they eat as vegans, or whether they eat 

the lard of the land, they are going to die ... you are going to die. 

 

Why are you going to die? And the Biblical answer is you are going to die because of Adam‟s 

sin.  And this is so important that we understand. The people that suffered in Birmingham, 

Alabama, the people that suffered in Tuscaloosa, it wasn‟t because of their individual sins that 

they had this suffering. It was because in Adam‟s sin death is released on our planet and in the 

wake of death is human suffering.  

 

So as you get older, and you discover just how unfair life is and as you discover, as I am 

discovering, having gone to work exactly 50 years ago, April 1961, for Shell Oil Company as a 

service station attendant, as I discovered that all of my labors of losing more and more because 

the dollar is becoming worth less and less, as I enter into my Golden Years in life with forced 

retirement in the denomination coming up in just six years, what about the Golden Years?  What 

are they? What are they? They are years of suffering that increases.  

 

If you think that you are going to save up and work and then retire and enjoy life, you are a fool, 

because the Bible tells us that the older you get the more pain and more difficulty and more 

suffering you are going to experience (Ecclesiastes 12:1-7). And it is not because God is mad at 

you or is picking on you, it is the way the world works ever since Adam rebelled against God 

and invited death to come roost in our place.  It is the way it is. 

 

So as you go through life and you, and your spouse have had a wonderful life together, and you 

have lived lives of self-sacrifice and serving each other, and you have scrimped and you have 

saved, lo and behold, Congress passes laws and the... you thought it was looking out for older 

people, but it was the exact opposite. And there is the money no longer there to help take care of 

you, and then the sweetheart of decades of your life, 40 or 50 years or 60, is losing his or her 

mind.  

 

I have seen it again and again and again. One of the most heartwarming films I have ever seen 

that I watched with my wife was The Notebook.  As a man comes faithfully to be with his wife as 

she is in a special place because he can no longer take care of her because she has advanced 

Alzheimer‟s. 

 

My mother-in-law died in our home with Alzheimer‟s.  That is life.  It is the way it is. 

 

Is it a depressing sermon? No, it isn‟t a depressing sermon. It is a sermon about what? Realizing 

that your real Golden Years are when you walk the Streets of Gold. Your real Golden Years are 

when you walk the Streets of Gold. 

 

God hasn‟t promised that life in this world for the Christian is going to be streets of gold and 

walking through gates of pearl. He has promised you that in this world, there is going to be 

difficulty. There are going to be trials. There are going to be moments where you are stunned 

with circumstances in life and say, “God, why?” 



 

And the ultimate answer to why lies in these truths. 

 

“Because your father Adam rebelled against me, and unleashed chaos in your planet (Romans 

8:18-25). But in that chaos, I God, love you and am shaping your life so that you be more like 

Jesus (Romans 8:28-29), that I am allowing Satan to do his most wicked things at times because 

that is carrying out my plan for your good to be more like me, and I am allowing circumstances 

and natural things to happen that people would come to know me and love me” (Acts 17:26-27). 

 

So we end as we began with Luke 13, if you will turn there in closing.  People come to Jesus 

with the same questions you and I have today.  

 

“Lord, what about those folks over there?” 

 

“What about those Galileans who were persecuted so viciously by Pilate? (Luke 13:1)  What 

about those  eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them?” (Luke 13:4) 

 

And Jesus said, “Folks, there are questions that I will not answer now, but I will take this 

question back to where it really needs to be. First of all, do you think they were worse people 

than the people around here?  Do you think the people in Tuscaloosa, Alabama were worse 

people than the people of Alexandria, Louisiana?  If you think that, you are crazy” (Luke 13:1-

5). 

 

But then he brings it to a very pressing point, and he says, “ I tell you, no! But unless you repent, 

you too will all perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). 

 

I want to give you the direct meaning of this in its context and then the application, and then we 

are done. The direct meaning in its context is told in the next parable... in the parable that he tells 

beginning in verse six (Luke 13:6-9). That parable is about Israel in his day.  All those people 

who were searching their Bibles and praying and waiting for the Messiah, the context is that 

Jesus had a three and a half year ministry. That is how long Jesus ministered. 

 

And he tells a story of a vineyard and the owner of the vineyard, that is the Lord himself, is ready 

to cut down his fig tree because it is not producing fruit. And I love the way it is expressed in the 

King James Version which has such an eloquence and an earthiness and an easy to remember 

cadence about it and is super accurate. 

 

Said, “Lord,” he says, “Let it go a little longer.” He said, “You know, you have been here three 

years. Give us a few more months.  Let me dig it and dung it first. Let me dig it and dung it” 

(Luke 13:8). 

 

I like that.  Have you ever felt dunged?  Dung happens.  “Let me dig it and dung it.  Give me a 

few more months, master, to dig and dung this tree, to dig around it and throw manure on it, and 

let‟s see what happens and if it produces fruit, great and if it doesn‟t we will chop it down” (Luke 

13:8-9) 

 



And that happened to Israel. Unless you repent, you will likewise perish. 

 

And God wiped out the nation and its temple in AD 70 through the Roman armies, through the 

malice of Satan.  

 

Well, what is the application to you and me?  Here is the application to you and me. 

 

Dear Ones, I believe that 2011 is the Year of Judgment, and I believe that a manifestation of the 

justice of God is always... that a display of the justice of God is always a manifestation of the 

grace of God because there is an opportunity to repent. And that is what Luke 13 is all about.  It 

was true in Jesus‟ day with regard to Israel.  

 

“Unless you repent, you will perish” (Luke 13:3, 5).  And they did. 

 

Those that repented did not perish. They escaped.  Christian Jews, after the armies of Cestius 

Gallus in AD 66 surrounded the city of Jerusalem and then mysteriously withdrew, they fled the 

city and they were preserved. But those who had not repented stayed in the city, and they were 

wiped out and underwent incredible suffering such as the world had never seen before.  

 

Well, the application for you and me is: Jesus is coming. We stand on the threshold of the return 

of Christ much as Israel in the first century stood on the threshold of their destruction by the 

Roman army. 

 

And the Word of God that comes to you and me in these natural disasters is this.  Every natural 

disaster is a signpost of the judgment of God—ultimately for Adam‟s sin, yes, but it is a signpost 

pointing us to the return of Christ. The return of the Lord is near.  It is time for you and me to 

repent. 

 

As we come to take the Lord‟s Supper, the Lord‟s Supper is always designed to be a revival 

service.  It is a Biblical revival service. It is designed to be a time that you and I search our 

hearts, and we say, as if we were sitting in a great big tent on the 15
th

 night of the evangelistic 

crusade, “Won‟t you deal with your sin now?” 

 

The Lord‟s Supper is such an invitation. Won‟t you deal with your sin now? What is in your life 

you need to deal with? What bitterness is in your craw you need to give to God?  Who are you 

resentful of? Who has hurt you? Who has used you despitefully? 

 

“Unless you repent, you will perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). Come to the Lord. 

 

Sacraments function as invitations to Christ. 

 

“Come to me,” says Jesus. The Lord‟s Supper is extended to you as an invitation. 

 

“Come to me. I don‟t care what you have done,” in effect Jesus says, “If you just turn from it to 

me.  You will be forgiven. You will be cleansed and you will be empowered.” 

 



Let us pray. 

 

Lord, as we see a world that is pregnant with disaster, as we see a world that is working out the 

curse that came on our planet and our people as a result of the sin of our first parents, as we see 

the climaxing of these things in the events of this year, as we look with anticipation, though not 

with absolute certainty, that the Lord is going to return very soon, Lord, we pray that we would 

remember that even this meal points us to your return.  “For as often as you do this, you do show 

the Lord‟s death till he come” (1 Corinthians 11:26). Lord, the fact that we are doing it still, is 

also a signpost of your soon return. Bless us as we take of it and grant that we may search our 

hearts and leave our sin at the foot of the Cross and rise and go forward again with Jesus for 

Jesus‟ sake. Amen. 


