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AN ELECT LADY AND HER CHILDREN 

II John 1-13 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

At the outset of this message, I want to wish each of you mothers today a Happy 

Mother’s Day. Before turning to our text, I want to share a fascinating statistic to 

you. I hope you mothers will all still listen to the rest of the message when we turn 

to the Word of God. Nevertheless, the article appeared in Tyndale House 

Publishers recently in a short article I want to use to introduce this Mother’s Day 

message. All mothers do dishes and perhaps each of you have an opinion on doing 

dishes that won’t be changed by these few short words. But risking, I want to read 

it. The article is called “Empty The Dishwasher.” I got it early in the mail in the 

June article of “Fascinating.” The article reads verbatim—“Many people view the 

dishwasher as a household necessity, and it certainly is convenient. However, there 

could be a downside to this time saving appliance. A recent study examined over 

1,000 children—some from homes with dishwashers; some from homes where 

dishes were washed in the sink. The children from homes without dishwashers 

were 40 % less likely to develop conditions like eczema and asthma, according to 

Newser.com. The reason for this contrast may be an immunity developed by 

children exposed to moderate levels of bacteria. Children whose surroundings are 

inordinately clean, on the other hand, may lack the opportunity to acquire this 

immunity.” I laughed as I read these words, because you Moms all have opinions 

on the best way to do hundreds of things at home. Next year an article may come 

out proving dishwasher safe dishes cause less disease. All of this to say, “Moms, 

you are amazing and however you do it, I rise to call you all blessed.”  Let’s turn to 

II John 1-3 before we pray.  

  

There is no greater disappointment than working for something for a long time, 

only to see that work evaporate before your eyes. You worked hard, but it’s gone. 

That is truly an awful feeling. Perhaps the golden nugget in this passage for 

mothers is verse eight. “Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have 

worked for, but may win a full reward.” Who is this elect lady? First of all, let’s 

notice this one chapter epistle first identifies John as “The elder to the elect lady 

and her children.” Remember, John at this time was the last living eye witness of 

Jesus’ entire earthly ministry! The other apostles who had been Jesus’ disciples for 

3 and a half years, died martyrs deaths. History records that this aged apostle faced 

martyrdom being placed in a vat of boiling oil. Like the three Hebrew young men, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, John the beloved survived the ordeal and was 

later banished to Isle of Patmos, where he received the vision of the Revelation of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Who was this elder, Greek word presbuteros? He was the 

same third member of Jesus three specially chosen disciples, Peter, James and 

John, the same John who leaned on Jesus’ bosom at the Last Supper. By the time 
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John wrote his second epistle, he was most likely between 90 and 100 years old as 

the date of the epistle is 90 AD! And so John refers to himself not as “an elder,” 

but as “The elder,” a designation apparently given to him by the churches to honor 

him for his unique position as the aged disciple yet living at that time. This 

overseer or superintendent of churches throughout Asia Minor was writing to the 

elect lady and her children. An interesting side bar is that thirty to forty year-old 

baseball or football or basketball players today are considered old men. But in the 

things of God, beloved, a man that age may just be beginning to serve the Lord. 

Moses began to serve the Lord at age 80. If we walk with the Lord in the light of 

His Word, in fellowship with the Lord and His people, our lives grow deeper and 

richer with age – there is no age disqualification for the Christian.” John, “the 

elder” now addressed this particular second epistle to the chosen or elect lady and 

her children. Who is he referring to? Who is this elect lady?  

 

One possibility is that John is using a cryptogram, a title here for a local church, 

part of the Bride of Christ and for believers, those who make up the church. The 

Greek word for lady is very interesting for it is eklekte kuria, the feminine form of 

the masculine word kurios, the word for Lord. Why would a crytogram be used? It 

is true that this letter was written when persecution was killing Christians by the 

hundreds and thousands. If such a letter fell into the wrong hands, the believers 

could be persecuted or killed. Thus the words, “the elect lady” might just be known 

to insiders in the Body of Christ as the insider’s word for church. By making the 

letter look personal from one friend to another, it might make it past authorities. I 

don’t discount this view, but I don’t share it. 

  

I agree with Dr. David Gooding in his commentary. David Gooding? “Dr. David 

W. Gooding, is professor emeritus of Old Testament Greek at Queen’s University 

Belfast, Ireland. He wrote, “It is far simpler and more profitable to take the word of 

God as it stands, “the elect lady.” It could be inferred from the letter that she is a 

widow. No husband is addressed or mentioned and it would be very impolite and 

improper to address her and ignore him [even if he were not converted]. I suggest 

that she is a widow with at least four children. John addresses children [sons] with 

her and also states that he found her children walking in truth and he writes to her 

about them.” I agree, and on Mother’s Day, I delight in using this elect, chosen 

lady, who may well have been named “Kuria,” or “Cyria,” as Strong’s 

Concordance gives her name, which means “Supreme in authority” – quite a strong 

name for such a lady chosen of God. Because of the meaning of Kuria, that is why 

the suggestion is so strong that Kuria could be a reference to the church itself. 

Since we don’t otherwise know of this lady in other parts of the New Testament, 

her identity remains a bit anonymous and not completely nailed down. I believe 

Eklekte Kuria is and was a very virtuous woman of God and I give her example to 
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you mothers and to all of us—for her walk with God is amazing. One more last 

historical tidbit that is great to know is that Eusebius in his famous Ecclesiastical 

History, Book 3, page 25 tells us that after the death of the Emperor Domitian, 

John returned from the Isle of Patmos to Ephesus. From there John went on 

missionary tours into the heathen regions around that part of modern day Turkey, 

ordaining pastors and bishops and elders. Thus II John was written by John when 

he was very old. The Scriptures also support Eusebius’ history as John speaks in II 

John 12 of doing a visitation tour to the church or house church of the Eklekte 

Kuria at a time when he could talk face to face, so that their joy could be complete. 

Notice in III John 10, John writes, “If I come,” and in III John 14, he writes, “I 

hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.” With that background, God 

has given me a message for us all, but especially for Christian mothers who are 

elect, chosen of God and serving Him faithfully as well as serving their children. I 

see in this short epistle three special diamond facets of godly mothering that I hope 

you will never forget. What are they? 

 

THE GLORY OF GODLY MOTHERHOOD FOR THOSE WHO KNOW 

THE TRUTH – (I.) Notice verses 1-5. “The elder to the elect lady and her 

children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all who know the truth, 

because of the truth that abides in us and will be with us forever: Grace, mercy, 

and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father's 

Son, in truth and love. I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in 

the truth, just as we were commanded by the Father. And now I ask you, dear 

lady—not as though I were writing you a new commandment, but the one we have 

had from the beginning—that we love one another.” Before I explain this glory of 

godly motherhood, I want to remind you that part of the glory of godly motherhood 

comes when children are born. And as I prepared this message, Johnny Hayes, our 

missionary founder of Arabs for Christ, who is a part of our church, a member, 

ordained here, and part of our IWD-EFFC—he called me ecstatic from Istanbul in 

Turkey, Constantinople. His voice was thrilled and he was filled with a glory I 

have never heard in his voice. He told me, “Today the church is born in Turkey 

among the Turkmen.” I could write pages on what he told me, but let me 

summarize. He is living in a room 3 ft. by 7 ft. and three different tribes of 

Turkmen are insisting that he eat often and well, they have come from Islam to 

Jesus and call themselves Christians. Today, the leader of one clan came to him 

and said, against Johnny’s wishes, “You must take this.” He stuffed money in 

Johnny’s pocket and said, “We must take care of you. You are our elder—pastor—

he used the word, sheikh-pronounced chef. You cannot leave us. We will take you 

up river to three other Turkmen clans, one with over a 1,000 people to introduce 

them to Jesus. So Johnny is going by boat soon to these three clans of Turkmen in 

Asia with the Gospel. On Thursday, he started to leave his tiny room when he saw 
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thirty men outside and they all came to him and stuffed money in his pockets 

saying, “You are our sheikh, our chef—our pastor.” Johnny was exhausted but 

giddly with joy and the glory of the Lord was all over him as we talked on the 

phone. When a church is born, it is for a pastor and its people, as it must have been 

for Eklekte Kuria, this elect lady, a glorious thing. The apostle Paul himself, spoke 

with the glory of a mother in I Thessalonians when he wrote that church and said, 

in I Thess. 2: 7, “But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care 

of her needy children.” 

 

Now back to you, Moms—and the glory of godly motherhood. The glory of godly 

motherhood is that first (1) The glory that you are loved. John says in verse 1, 

“The elder to the elect lady, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all who 

know the truth.” It is a godly woman’s stand for truth that make her so loved. And 

verse 2 elaborates, speaking of this truth that abides in us and will be with us 

forever. This love of the truth makes you, mothers, and all of us, guaranteed of 

love—for it is Jesus’ love in us for He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life that He 

gives to us and that we share with one another. (2) The glory that you are 

blessed. In verse 3, John’s greeting was a divine desire, wish and a prayer of 

blessing. “Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from 

Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son in truth and love. This is such a wonderful blessing 

of the New Testament writers—Paul in Eph. 1: 2 wrote—“Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Peter in I Peter 1: 2 wrote, “May 

grace and peace be multiplied to you in fullest measure.” Yet John is not praying 

for a blessing to come. He is so sure of this lady’s blessing he writes, “Grace, 

mercy and peace will be with us…” Take this certainty mothers from the one who 

leaned on Jesus’ bosom, the one Jesus entrusted to care for His mother, the one 

Jesus called Mary’s adopted son. “You are blessed if you love the truth.” (3) The 

glory that you are an example that others are following. Verse 4 states, “I 

rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we were 

commanded by the Father.”  

 

This glory of motherhood can become at times a mixed glory. There were things to 

make him glad and things that made him sad. In John’s itinerant travels as an aged 

superintendent, he found some of the elect lady’s children on fire for Jesus, 

walking in the truth. But the word “some” implies even this elect lady knew some 

were not walking in the truth. Even among Christian believers, there are some that 

have come to know Jesus that come to a fork in the road and they at least at the 

moment he wrote II John, were not walking in the truth. They were fallen away. 

And what is the glory of being a mother who has some children not walking in the 

truth? That glory is that as an example, the remedy for fallen away children is for 

their mother and father and others to walk in love—to love one another. The 
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remedy for children who are fallen away is our example as parents of love. Strong 

rebuke and criticism may awaken resentment and hostility. Argument and 

controversy may widen the breach. Love in word and deed, mothers. Don’t allow a 

child who has walked away from the Lord to take away the glory of your example. 

No, never. The devil will try to blame you that the reason your children are not 

walking with the Lord is that you are a poor example. Prove the enemy is wrong by 

walking in love, by loving those children who are astray. The glory of godly 

motherhood is that you are loved, blessed, and an undefeatable example of love to 

fallen children. Don’t quit loving them. The second facet of godly motherhood is:  

 

THE GRAVITY OF GODLY MOTHERHOOD IN WALKING IN THE 

LORD’S COMMANDMENTS. (II.) Notice verses 6-8. “And this is love, that we 

walk according to His commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have 

heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it.  For many deceivers have 

gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the 

flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch yourselves, so that you 

may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward.” Godly 

motherhood is a serious ministry. No one is more closely watched in all the world 

than mothers. Just like a pastor lives in a fishbowl with his people, mothers, you 

live in a fishbowl with your children. We dads usually get to leave and go to work, 

but many of you mothers have your children all day long—day after day. As surely 

as love blesses children, love also warns them. There are two warnings here: (1) 

The warning to obey the truth. Verse 6 is clear—“And this is love, that we walk 

according to His commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have heard 

from the beginning, so that you should walk in it.” Orthodoxy must be lived out in 

orthopraxy. Love cannot just be spoken. It must be lived out in our walk as Jesus 

said in John 13: 35—“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you 

have love for one another. (2) The warning to keep watch over your own souls. 

How do we keep watch? Note that the commandments are given by the Father, v. 

4. Each commandment is an expression of love, and not simply law. The will of 

God is the revelation of God’s heart. Psalm 33: 11 declares, “The counsel of the 

Lord stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations.” Verses 5-6 tell us 

that love and obedience must go together. It is impossible to divorce our 

relationship with God from our relationship with people. John said earlier in I John 

4: 20, “If we say that we love God, but we hate our brother, then we can be sure 

that we do not really love God.” I John 2: 3-5 in essence tells us that if we obey 

God, then His love is perfected in us, and we have no problem loving our brother. 

Oh, beloved, keep watch over your own souls. False teachers such as John speaks 

of as deceivers in verse 7, who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the 

flesh, try to make God’s commandments appear harsh and difficult. As II Peter 2: 
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19 adds, these deceivers promise freedom, but they themselves are slaves of 

corruption. True freedom comes by obedience to God’s perfect will. The 3rd facet: 

 

THE GENEROSITY OF GODLY MOTHERHOOD THAT KNOWS WHOM 

TO GIVE TO AND WHO NOT TO GIVE TO. (III.) Notice vs 9-13. “Everyone 

who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have 

God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone 

comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house 

or give him any greeting, for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. 

Though I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and ink. Instead I 

hope to come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy may be complete.  The 

children of your elect sister greet you.” Three words here about generosity, parents, 

especially mothers. (1) You are a giver, known for your kindness.  Yet here in 

these words, the elect lady known for her hospitality is told when to withhold 

hospitality. A giving mother walks in love, but she must not stop being vigilant. 

Giving hospitality must not include those who deny Christ is come in the flesh. 

John could say more, but he adds in v. 12, “There is a limit to letters, but I hope to 

come to see you and talk face to face, so our joy may be complete. 

 

(2) You are a giver, but also be known for your discernment. Moms, be 

generous in sharing with your children your discernment. Don’t put on a spread 

and give hospitality to false teachers. One of our elders in Bloomington, Illinois, 

by mistake, entertained false teachers overnight. They said they were true 

believers, and their name was “The Cookin’ Mammas.” Yet, he felt he should run 

it by me as his pastor. I asked them if they had any books. And I asked them who 

Jesus was. In less than 10 minutes God showed me they denied Christ was come in 

the flesh as the God-man. They were a ministry team for a huge cult called “The 

Way International.” (3) You are a giver who will receive back many fold. In verse 

13, the Greek word for greet is aresheth, which means to desire to possess, to long 

for, or to request to be with. Godly mothers long for fellowship. I read here, “The 

children of your elect sister greet you. John writing from Ephesus is calling his 

church home there “the children of your elect sister.” This final greeting shows that 

the elect lady perhaps had a house church where this widow held services and John 

is saying, “We here in Ephesus greet you and your children there in your home  

and the house church where your children and children in the Lord meet. Children, 

I call you as children, young people and adults who still have parents living, a 

living Mom—fulfill her longing for you, her desire to be with you. Go to her, call 

her, stay with her a while, and say, “Mom, you mean the world to me.” Let’s bow.  


