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Romans 3:1-8 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 11 

 
Introduction: 
 
     Like I have said in the past the major problem with the church of America today is that 
they have forgotten the holiness of God. We live in a world that loves to debate; this is 
especially true when it comes to man’s goodness in comparison to God’s Righteousness. 
The issue is in fact either they have forgotten or have never been made to truly understand 
the holiness of God. They have no clue as to just how holy and righteous God really is.  
 
     Some way, somehow fallen humanity gets all confused into thinking and believing that 
their religion, their works, their own self righteousness and human effort are earning a 
status that is equal to that of the righteousness of a Sovereign and Holy God. Up to this 
point from Romans 1:18 and on, Paul has been dealing with the section of condemnation. 
As he comes almost to the end of this section we see the apologetic vindication that he has 
set forth in showing us that God is perfectly just in His condemnation of all religious and 
nonreligious people. There are no exceptions, they are all without excuse. 
 
Romans 3:1-8 

1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? 

2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. 

3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 

4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be 
justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 

5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God 
unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) 

6 God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world? 

7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also 
judged as a sinner? 
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8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do 
evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just. 

     The Jew thinks because he has the advantage of being of the seed of Abraham and of 
God’s Covenant People. However this is not the case, because the outside works is not what 
makes a man justified in the sight of God, but it is saving faith. So therefore the Jews 
advantage is actually working toward his greater condemnation because of his knowledge. 

     It has never been about the outward works of a man, but it is inner faith that God. This 
section will show that God has a perfect right to sentence everyone to hell, no matter who 
they are, no matter how religious they are. Because the only way a person can truly escape 
God’s Holy and Just wrath is by faith in the Person of His Son the LORD Jesus Christ. He and 
He alone can save you from your sin.  
 
     John Phillips writes that: “It is quite clear that the religious objections raised by the Jews, 
and introduced here by Paul in anticipation, were shallow and superficial in the extreme” 
(Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, page 52). This section of 
Scripture Phillips states can be broken into two main sections for Paul’s argument. “A. 
Those Who Argued That Right Was Wrong (3:1-2) and B. Those Who Argued That Wrong Was 
Right (3:3-8)” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, page 52-
53). 
 

A. Those Who Argued That Right Was Wrong (Romans 1:1-2): 
 
Romans 3:1-2 

1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? 

2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. 

     Dr. Scofield has titled this paragraph heading in his reference Bible as “The advantage of 
the Jew works his greater condemnation” (Scofield, The Scofield Reference Bible – Notes; 
1917, page 1193). Because of the fact: “Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the 
benefit of circumcision?” (NASB – Romans 3:1). The Apostle Paul has already told us 
previously that without faith the circumcision is of no effect. “For circumcision verily 
profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made 
uncircumcision. 26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not 
his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision? 27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by 
nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the 
law? (KJV – Romans 2:25-27). 

     “In arguing that all people are sinful Paul has drawn attention to the place of the Jew. He is 
a member of the chosen people, but this does not avail if he sins. But this poses a problem. If a 
member of the chosen people can be rejected, then what is the advantage of belonging to the 
chosen people?” (Morris, The Epistle to the Romans; 1988, page 151). 
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     Once again this goes back to the fact that justification is not by lineage, the Law, works , 
knowledge or even of the outward circumcision. If fact their knowledge does not give them 
an advantage but in rejection it adds to their condemnation.  “And that servant who knew 
his master’s will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with 
many stripes. 48 But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be 
beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to 
whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more” (NKJV – Luke 12:47-48). 

     The Jews had an advantage, yet without real faith it served to their great condemnation. 
“Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. 
To begin with, the Jews are entrusted with the oracles of God” (RSV – Romans 3:1-2). 

     This word “oracles” has been subject to much debate by Theologians and Biblical 
scholars. Just what exactly did they have? Well the Greek word literally means “words or 
utterances.” Some will say that it means the Jews had the special revelations that God gave 
to Israel. Some will say it was the special covenantal promises that God gave Israel. Others 
might say it refers specifically to the Messianic promises.  

     It seems to me that we are on safe ground to say that it was all of them, because are not 
all of these revelations and promises contained within the cannon of the Old Testament 
Scripture. And is not the entire Bible inspired of God. “All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (ESV – 2 Timothy 
3:16-17). So therefore our entire Bible, Old and New Testament are the literally words or 
utterances of God; The Oracles of God.  

     Dr. John MacArthur writes concerning Paul’s point here: “His point was that the Jews 
were entrusted with the very words of the one and only true God, referring to the entire Old 
Testament. God’s revelation of Himself and of His will had been entrusted to the Jews, and that 
gave them unimaginably great privilege as well as equally immense responsibility” 
(MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8; 1991, Page 169). 

     “He sendeth out his word, and melteth them: he causeth his wind to blow, and the waters 
flow. 19 He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel. 20 He hath 
not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye 
the LORD” (KJV – Psalm 147:18-20). 

     Here is Paul’s contextual point - the Jew has a great advantage in being able to see that  
he cannot in anyway measure up to the holiness of God because he has the entire Old 
Testament which clearly testifies of his guilty condition before God. 
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Examples: 
 
We have the testimony of Moses: “And Jehovah saw that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” 
(ASV – Genesis 6:5). 
 

We have the testimony of Job: “Then Job answered and said: 2 “Truly I know that it is so: But 
how can a man be in the right before God? 3 If one wished to contend with him, one could not 
answer him once in a thousand times” (ESV – Job 9:1-3). 

We have the testimony of Bildad: “How then can man be justified with God? or how can he be 
clean that is born of a woman?” (KJV - Job 25:4). 
 
We have the testimony of David: “God looks down from heaven upon the children of men, 
To see if there are any who understand, who seek God. 3 Every one of them has turned aside; 
They have together become corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not one” (KJV - Psalm 
53:2-3). 
 
We have the testimony of Isaiah: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (KJV – Isaiah 53:6). 
 
We have the testimony of Jeremiah: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?” (KJV – Jeremiah 17:9). 
 
     The word of God seals the guilt and unrighteousness of every human being. No Jew, no 
religious person, or no one for that matter will be able to stand before God and justly argue 
this point. For the Scriptures clearly establish before the Sovereign, Holy and Just God 
without faith in Christ we are all guilty. So that which is right cannot be wrong, because His 
truth is all that will ever stand.  
 

B.  Those Who Argued That Wrong Was Right (Romans 1:3-8): 
 
Romans 3:3-4 

3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 

4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be 
justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 

     Condemnation is consistent with God’s faithfulness. Many will ask the question in that 
how can a loving God send people to hell? The right question to be asking is – How can a 
Holy God permit any sinful human in to His heaven? 
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     Now the Jews begin to argue a point. God made us these certain promises. Even if one 
does believe does that make God a liar? God has made certain promises to the Jew - a 
promised land, a king and a kingdom. Yet if they all reject Him, he cannot give them a 
promise land, a king and a kingdom. Would that make God a liar?  

     No, God is perfectly just in condemning all mankind, and every human being even the 
religious Jew stands before God guilty rightly deserving of hell. Yet in His Justice, God offers 
grace and mercy. “If all mankind were to agree that God had been unfaithful to His promises, 
it would only prove that all are liars and God is true” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible 
Notes; 2006, page 1663). 

     Look carefully at this point; God, in His own faithfulness can condemn everyone. He 
would be faithful and just if He were to permit every human being to go to hell. It is His 
great mercy that saves people and gives them justification. 

 

1. God Righteousness Affirms our Unrighteousness: 

Romans 3:5-8 

5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God 
unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) 

6 God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world? 

7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also 
judged as a sinner? 

8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do 
evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just. 

     But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God 
unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) Our unrighteousness is continually 
affirmed by the Holy Righteousness of God Almighty. J. Vernon McGee states: “if my 
unrighteousness reveals the marvelous, wonderfully infinite faithfulness of God in the grace of 
God, then has God a right to judge me?” (McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary Series, Volume 
42; 1991, Page 57). Absolutely, every time we sin, we admit we are not good enough to 
measure up to God’s righteous, holy standard.  
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2. God’s Righteousness is the Basis for our Judgment: 

 
     Understand this it is really not our sin that demonstrates the holy, just righteousness of 
God, because right now God is pouring out His mercy and grace abundantly. It is God’s 
judgment against sin that will ultimately demonstrate His Sovereign Righteousness - for 
then how shall God judge the world? (KJV – Romans 6b). 
 
Romans 3:7-8 

7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also 
judged as a sinner? 

8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do 
evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just. 

 

3. God’s Righteousness does not ever Establish our Innocence: 

     God’s righteousness establishes that we are guilty and deserve His just condemnation. 
People actually want to argue with God about their own goodness, but this is a case they 
are going to lose. 
 
     Paul is saying if the truth of God is that my sin actually proves that God is righteous, then 
why am I not innocent, why does the Word of God say I am guilty when in all reality my 
sinfulness has a good purpose in establishing God’s glory? Why does the Bible continue to 
judge us as a sinner if, in fact, we are demonstrating the righteousness of God? The truth of 
the Bible says we are all condemned sinners. Any person who sees it differently, is not 
speaking the truth of God.  
 
     The fact is we are not innocent before God and we are condemned sinners and to think 
that our sin brings God honor and glory is a heretical line of thought. Yet some view this 
today as truth. MacArthur writes: “Tragically, the apostle’s gospel message of salvation by 
grace through faith alone had been perverted by his opponents who argued it provided not 
only a license to sin, but outright encouragement to do so” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study 
Bible Notes; 2006, page 1664). 
 
     Look at what Paul states they say: Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is 
just. Now this will get into the separation of the wheat and the tares, this will determine the 
heart of the soil where the seed of the gospel message has been sown.  

     “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new. 18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by 
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was in 



7 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 

 

 Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 21 For 
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him” (KJV – 2 Corinthians 5:17-21).  

     The inner man has been changed and old things are passed away. Now we live our life in 
the faith of the LORD Jesus Christ who gave Himself for us, for His honor and His glory. We 
do not sin the more so grace may abound because a truly regenerated saved Child of God 
has the Spirit of the Living God indwelling inside them. Why and how could they live their 
life in sin and be in constant conviction and condemnation because of their defilement. No 
my friend God’s grace is not a liberty to sin, but the freedom and the power from sin. This is 
what the religious person just cannot truly understand.  

    “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” 
(Ephesians 2:8-10). 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 

 

Bibliography 

 

King James Version Bible (1996). Scofield Study Bible, New York, NY: Oxford University  

Press. 

Phillips, John (2002). Exploring Revelation, An Expository Commentary, Grand Rapids, MI: 

 Kregel Publications. 

Scofield, C. I. (D.D.), (1917) Scofield Study Bible - Notes, New York, NY: Oxford University  

Press. 

NASB Study Bible (2013) New American Standard Version, Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson  

Publishing – Harper Collins. 

Morris, Leon (1988). The Epistle to the Romans, Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans  

Publishing Company.  

Holman - New King James Version Bible (2013). New King James Version, Nashville, TN:  

Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins. 

Revised Standard Version (1987). The Revised Standard Version Bible – RSV,   

Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. 

English Standard Version Bible (2015). The Reformation Study Bible, Orlando, FL:  

Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries. 

MacArthur, John (2006). The MacArthur Study Bible Notes, La Habra, CA: The Lockman  

Foundation.  

ASV Study Bible (1929) American Standard Version, New York, NY: Oxford University  

Press. 

 

 



9 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 

 

MacArthur, John (1991) The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8,  

Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers.  

McGee,  J. Vernon (1991). Thru the Bible Commentary Series, Volume 42, Nashville, TN:  

Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 

NOTES LESSON-11 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROMANS 3:1-8 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


