
Jesus – 
The Power of the 

Gospel 
2 Cor. 4:7-12 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to 
God and not to us.  We are afflicted in every way,  
but not crushed;  
perplexed, but not driven to despair;  
persecuted, but not forsaken;  
struck down, but not destroyed;

always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
manifested in our bodies.  For we who live are always being given over to death for 
Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So 
death is at work in us, but life in you.


In what ways does the Gospel of Jesus Christ give the Christ-follower power?


1. Salvation! 

The greatest manifestation of the power of God.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes… 
Rom. 1:16


“not ashamed” - 
- not embarrassed 
- not wrong or misled 
- not fooled or taken advantage of


The power of God (dunamis)  
	 	 the dynamite of God 
- sinners forgiven!	 	  
- new nature given! 
- new creation! 
- rescued! 
- adopted into God’s family! 
- delivered from God’s wrath! 



- the “fallen” lifted up! 
- the spiritually blind – given new sight!


For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing. 
1 Cor. 1:18


From a human perspective – No God  
- No revelation   - No supernatural 
- Foolish to believe in such things.


“The Message of the Cross” 
- foolish  
- insulting 
- confusing 
-absurd 
- nonsense 
- stupid


Origen – 2nd century compared Christians 
- to a swarm of bats 
- to ants crawling out of their nests 
- to frogs holding a symposium 	 around a swamp 
- to worms cowering in the mulch


…but to us who are being saved 
 it is the power of God.  
1 Cor. 1:18


“The Word of the Cross”- God’s redemptive 	 story that culminates at the Cross. 
- we see God’s sacrificial love demonstrated to 	 sinners 
- we observe man’s sin against God 
- we learn of God’s judgment on sin 
- we hear of God’s mercy toward sinners 
- we are overwhelmed with God’s new 	 covenant in the shed blood of His Son.


“It rests on the time-line of history like a compelling diamond. Its tragedy summons all 
sufferers. Its absurdity attracts all cynics. Its hope lures all searchers. History has 
idolized and despised it, gold-plated and burned it, worn and trashed it. History has 
done everything but ignore it. How could you ignore such a piece of lumber? 

“Suspended on its beams is the greatest claim in history. A crucified carpenter claiming 
to be God on earth. Divine. Eternal. The death-slayer. Never has timber been regarded 
so sacred. No wonder the apostle Paul called the cross event the core of the gospel.  
	 Max Lucado   -- The Cross


2. Satan and Sin are conquered 



You are of your father the devil and your will is to do your father’s desires… 
 John 8:44


Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the Devil… 
1 Jn. 3:8 

Be sober minded, be watchful, your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring 
lion seeking someone to devour.    1 Peter. 5:8


… with the temptation He will also provide the way of escape.  
1 Cor. 10:13


The tempter is powerful, deceptive, controlling and evil.

… that you may be able to endure it.  1 Cor. 10:13b


“The way of escape” from every temptation, no matter what it is, 
 it is the same: It is THROUGH.” 
John MacArthur Jr.


The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness. Matt. 4:1


I definitely went back to church for all the wrong reasons. I really went because this is 
hard and this hurts, and in all the midlife unraveling books they say “go back to church, 
that’s what everybody does.” So I went back to church thinking that it would be like an 
epidural, like it would take the pain away, 

like I would replace research with church, you know, the church would make the pain 
go away. And then I discovered that faith and church was not like an epidural at all; it 
was like a midwife who just stood next to me and said,  
“Push! It’s supposed to hurt!” 
Brene Brown   
on “Church as Midwife.” 


Biblical “Endurance” of temptation 
- always with prayer – Mk. 14:38 
- always by faith – 1 Jn. 5:4 
- always by the Holy Spirit – Gal. 5:16 
- always upon God’s Word – Eph. 6:17 
- always with a focus on Christ –  
	 Heb. 12:2 

Commenting on his performance  
in the gangster drama Black Mass,  
actor Johnny Depp said,  
“I found the evil in myself a long time ago, and I’ve accepted it. We’re old friends.”


3. Strength to endure trials! 



But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that the surpassing power belongs to 
God and not to us.    
2 Cor. 4:7


So we do not lose heart, though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day.  
2 Cor. 4:16


We are afflicted in every way,  
but not crushed;  
perplexed, but not driven to despair;  
persecuted, but not forsaken;  
struck down, but not destroyed.  
2 Cor. 4:8


- NOT discouraged 
- NOT disheartened 
- NOT deterred 
- NOT divided in His Spirit 
- NOT doubting the truth


“Persecuted” 
- Paul was imprisoned in Philippi 
- Paul was chased out of Thessalonica 
- Paul was smuggled out of Damascus  
	 and Berea 
- Paul was laughed at in Athens 
- Paul was considered a fool in Corinth 
- Paul was declared a blasphemer in 	 Jerusalem 
- Paul was stoned and left for dead at  Lystra


The Good News is not just that you can hang on to God, but that He is hanging on to 
you and   
HE will never let you go. 

… always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
manifested in our bodies.   
2 Cor. 4:10


I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.  
Phil. 4:13


May you be strengthened with all power according to His glorious might for all 
endurance and patience with joy.  
Col. 1:11




Strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man.  
Eph. 3:16 


For the Lord know how to rescue the godly from trials. 
2 Peter 2:9


JOYFUL ENDURANCE!


4. The same power of Jesus over death? 

And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. 
1 Cor. 6:14


. Heavenly!	 	 . Without pain! 

. Glorified!	 	 . Without suffering! 

. Resurrected! 	 . Without aging! 

. Changed!	 	 . Without dying! 

. New!


Yes - __________ will also be raised up by His power. 



