


 

 

Matthew 21:23-32    

 

 



“By what authority are 

you doing these 

things?” they asked. 

“And who gave you this 

authority?”   

 

 



Authority? 

 

Who or what gives 

you the right and/or 

power?    
 

 



Matthew 7:28-29 - “When Jesus 

had finished saying these things, the 

crowds were amazed at his teaching, 

for he taught with real authority—

quite unlike their teachers of religious 

law. 

 

Luke 7:28-29 – “Jesus said to her, 

“Your sins are forgiven.” The other 

guests began to say among 

themselves, “Who is this who even 

forgives sins?” 
    

 

 



Matthew 9:1-8 

 
John 17:1-2 – “After Jesus said this, he 

looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your 

Son, that your Son may glorify you. For 

you granted him authority over all 

people that he might give eternal life to 

all those you have given him.” 
 
Matthew 28:18 - "All authority is given 

unto Me in heaven and in earth."  

     
 

 



Jesus didn’t 

conform to their 

structures of 

authority 

 



 

A Question with a question 

Matthew 21:24-27 

 

 

 
The Parable of the Two Sons 

Matthew 21:28-32 

    

 

 



Jesus had so much authority that He became a problem to the religious 
system because they believed that they were the authorities and he 
functioned completely independent of their highly developed system of 
authority.  

 

He sought no earthly approvals, authorizations, credentials, nor ordination 
from the Sanhedrin to function as a Rabbi or teacher.  

 

He did not depend on the teachings of other Rabbis, or abide by their 
traditions that they added to Scripture.  

 

Even worse, as we saw in Matthew 15, when Jesus made a blistering rebuke 
of the religious leaders, his disciples pulled him aside, and asked,  

“Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?” He 
replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled 
up by the roots. Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the 
blind, both will fall into a pit” (Matthew 15:12-14). 

 



• The people had high regard for John the Baptist, the voice crying in the wilderness beyond 
Jordan, preparing people for the Messiah.  

• He was the last prophet of the Old Testament and all Israel had been going to him. Great 
expectation surrounded John as he prepared the way for the Lord.  

• In fact, when Herod wanted to kill John, it says he was afraid to kill him because everybody 
knew John was a prophet. 

• John was preaching a message of repentance. He called on the people to confess their sins.  

• Matthew 3:5-10 “People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of 
the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. But when he 
saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I 
tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the 
root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown 
into the fire.” 

• John proclaimed the coming of the Messiah and the people were repenting and confessing their 
sins to prepare for the Messiah and His Kingdom.  

• And one day Jesus walked down to the shore and John pointed to Him and said, "Behold the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  

• The baptism of John referred to the entire ministry of John symbolized by his baptizing work.  

• So He's saying you tell Me then, was the ministry of John the Baptist from God or of men? 
That's His question.  

• And remember the crowd is all around them as Jesus put them on the spot: "Tell Me, the 
ministry of John, was it of heaven or of men? 

 

 



Their answer to the question: 

Matthew 21: 25-27 

“They discussed it among themselves and said, “If 
we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why 
didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human 
origin’ — we are afraid of the people, for they all 
hold that John was a prophet.” 

• So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then 
he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. 

 



Parable of two sons 
• 31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. (They jump at this answer 

after being unable to answer his previous question) 
• They fell right into his story as he again introduces a scandalous grand reversal of their distorted reality.  
• Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God 

ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe 
him. 

• There is no third son who just obeys right away. Just two bad sons (a way of picturing the sinfulness of 
humanity).  

• His message to the religious leaders: Your like the second son! You feign obedience to God but you never 
do go to His vineyard to do his will and to order your lives under His terms. 

• Then there are the outcasts and sinners of society, the tax collectors and the prostitutes who start in 
rebellion against God’s will but repent go into His vineyard to do His will. The point here is you have 
people who claim obedience and don't obey, people who reject obedience but change and obey.  

• Matthew 23:14-15 - “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of 
the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are 
trying to.  “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to 
win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice as much a child of hell as you 
are.” 

• The repentant son does the father's will (7:21; 12:50);  
• The unrepentant son says the right thing, appears to be obedient but not ultimately does what he wants 

not what the father asked him to do (Matthew 23:3 – “do not do what they do, for they do not practice 
what they preach”). 

• The issue is not that the tax collectors and the prostitutes were good (compare 9:9; 18:17; cf. 19:17); it is 
that the religious and political elite were actually the treasonous ones (22:5-10).  

• Matthew 7:21 - “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  

 


