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KJV – Genesis 41:45-57 

 

“Joseph’s New Gentile Family” 

Introduction: 
 
      We learned in our previous lesson of Joseph’s promotion to the rank of second only to Pharaoh. 
He was 30 years old now and his days in the dungeon were behind him. He went from the prison to 
the palace in just a short period. This was all part of God’s plan to put Joseph in a position to help 
the nation of Israel for what was about to come. 
 

- Genesis 41:41 – Joseph is rewarded with new authority. 
- Genesis 41:42 – Joseph is rewarded with new clothing. 
- Genesis 41:43 – Joseph is rewarded with new transportation. 
- Genesis 41:44 – Joseph is rewarded with a new reputation. 

 
     In this lesson we will see Joseph’s new Gentile family and the great comparison as he stands out 
as a picture of Christ.  
 
Genesis 41:45 

45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnathpaaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter 
of Potipherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. 

     Zaph-nath-paa-neah, was the new name given to Joseph by Pharaoh and his new name has 
various meanings. Here are the multiple meanings that most all scholars agree upon. 

1. Coptic One, meaning the revealer of secret things. 
2. The nourisher of the two lands, the living One. 
3. One who speaks and lives for God. 

     Joseph was also given a wife. She was the daughter of Potipherah who was an Egyptian priest 
from the town of On. Joseph’s wife “Asenath” was a Gentile bride. A type of the Church, called out 
from the Gentiles to be part of the bride of Christ during the time of His rejection by His brethren, 
Israel.  

     For many men, this may have been a threat in that one could forget about God because of all of 
the wonderful Egyptian perks being given to him, but not for Joseph. You could put him in an 
Egyptian prison or an Egyptian palace and he would never forget God. Dr. C. I. Scofield says: “This is 
no insignificant picture, for it demonstrates that prior to the actual family of Israel being brought back 
into her proper relationship with Jesus Christ, she would first reject Him and God’s program would 
reach out to Gentiles” (New Scofield Reference Bible, footnote #2, page 59).  
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     Could this have been a picture of the foreshadowing of the Gentiles being brought in under God’s 
plan of Sovereign Grace? Let’s look at the New Testament. 
 
John 10:14-16 

14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

     Other sheep I have which are not of this fold. Who is the LORD speaking of here? The Gentiles, 
because the veil of the temple and the way for the Gentiles had not been opened up yet, salvation 
was offered to them but on a singular, individual level and not on the corporate level. 

Acts 15:14 

14 Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his 
name. 

Ephesians 5:30-32 

30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 

31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they 
two shall be one flesh. 

32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

     Paul in Ephesians pictures the husband and wife relationship in the same manner as Christ and 
the Church. The two shall be one flesh, and this is a great mystery also concerning Christ and the 
Church. 

Genesis 41:46 

46 And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out 
from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 

     Joseph is now 30 years old. It is around 1884 B.C. and 13 long years had elapsed since his 
involuntary departure from “the land of the Hebrews” as he referenced in Genesis 40:15. Joseph 
was only 17 when this narrative commenced in Genesis 37:2. 

Genesis 41:47 

47 And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls. 
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Genesis 41:48-49 

48 And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the 
food in the cities: the food of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up in the same. 

49 And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, until he left numbering; for it was 
without number. 

     God had been good to Joseph when he was with his father. The LORD was good to Joseph at 
Potiphar’s and again in prison. When he went from the prison to the palace Joseph remained 
faithful to his God and God was good to him there. God had blessed the crops and harvest 
throughout the land for the next seven years just like He promised. Joseph was so successful in 
storing up grain and food in the cities of Egypt that it had gotten to the point where one could not 
even mathematically calculate it.  

     In fact, Joseph himself stopped trying to count the numbers from the blessings of God: until he left 
numbering; for it was without number. When a faithful servant of God is put in charge, the task that 
God has purposed, things will come together with great success because God will bless what He has 
Sovereignly purposed. 

Genesis 41:50 

50 And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, which Asenath the daughter of 
Potipherah priest of On bare unto him. 

     This Gentile bride that Pharaoh had given unto Joseph the daughter of Potipherah, a priest of the 
city of “On,” was now going to give Joseph two sons. 

     “On” was one of the four great Egyptian cities of this time. It was also called Heliopolis, which 
was known as the main worship center of “Ra” the Egyptian sun god. It was located about 19 miles 
north of the ancient city of Memphis and today is a suburb of the well known city of Cairo. 
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     “On” was an Egyptian city, not an Egyptian god. However it was the main city of “Ra” the main 
Egyptian sun god. Many people would think that this influence from this pagan woman now 
Joseph’s wife would have caused him to go astray. But it did not, friends, Joseph remained faithful to 
his God and even would later give his sons Hebrew names. 

      

Genesis 41:51-53 

51 And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God, said he, hath made me forget all my 
toil, and all my father's house. 

52 And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of 
my affliction. 

53 And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, were ended. 

     We can see from the text just within the last seven verses that the seven good years had passed. 
We are now past the seven years of plenty and moved forward into the seven years of famine. 

     The names of these boys are critical because even though Joseph is married to an Egyptian wife, 
he gives his sons Hebrew names, demonstrating he is still focused on God.  
 
     Children are a gift and a blessing of God and God gave Joseph two sons. 
 

1. Manasseh, a son, who would help cause Joseph to forget about all the negative things that 
happened to him. Dr. C. I. Scofield’s margin notes state “the meaning for the Hebrew name 
which actually means “forgetting.” 
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2.  Ephraim, a son, who would cause Joseph to focus on his new level of prosperity. The thing 
God did to help Joseph to forget about all the past negatives of his life was to give him many 
new blessings. As Dr. C. I. Scofield states that his name means “fruitful.” 

     God does not want His people living the rest of their lives plagued by their broken past. He wants 
them to get on with their lives and experience His blessings. Joseph had a lousy past and there was 
nothing he could do about that, but now he could experience and enjoy the blessings of God. No 
matter what your past, when you purpose to turn to God away from sin, your future will be bright. 

Genesis 41:54-57 

54 And the seven years of dearth began to come, according as Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all 
lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 

55 And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh 
said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith to you, do. 

56 And the famine was over all the face of the earth: and Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold 
unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt. 

57 And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; because that the famine was so sore in 
all lands. 

     After the seven years of plenty, Joseph’s authority remained intact, and Pharaoh still fully trusted 
his vizier. Joseph began to dispense the food supplies to the Egyptians and to others. Joseph shared 
the blessings that God had placed upon him.  
 
     Joseph was faithful to God in feast times and famine times and it is very clear from this text that 
the thing that brought him the blessing of God was the fact that he kept his focus on the Word of 
God and the future.  

     The thing about Joseph is that he had a faith that believed God controlled everything connected 
to his life, the good and the bad. No matter what you did to Joseph or where you put Joseph, he kept 
his focus on God. 

 

 


