
John (37)                                           Hymns 79, Speak, O Lord, 453 

 

We come this morning to the fifth of seven sign-miracles, selected by John to point to Christ as the Son of God 

and Savior of the world...  

 

Now—before we actually consider this fifth miracle—let me first suggest a few things by way of introduction, 

on how it compares to the previous miracle—[1] unlike the fourth miracle, this fifth miracle was witnessed 

only by the 12 disciples—this is in contrast to the multitude of people who witnessed and experienced the 

previous miracle... 

 

[2] This fifth miracle is closely related to the fourth miracle, and in a sense underscores it—it's really a sign 

within a sign—chapter 6 begins with feeding the multitude (vv1-14), and finishes with a message to the 

multitude (vv22-71)—this fifth miracle is sandwiched between them, and is basically intended to teach them 

similar lessons as the fourth miracle... 

 

Mk.6:52—"For they had not understood about the loaves, because their heart was hardened"—that is—they 

were in need of this fifth miracle, because they were slow in learning from the previous miracle—thus at the 

heart of both miracles (all miracles)—was the revelation of both the PERSON and WORK of Christ... 

 

Thus—because they were slow in learning this from the loaves—our Savior now sets up another classroom to 

teach them—this time not a grassy field but a stormy sea...  

 

I.   The Fifth Miracle Explained 

II.  The Fifth Miracle Applied  

 

I.   The Fifth Miracle Explained 

 

A. A departure—v15 

 

1. V15—"Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him 

king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone..." 

2. From v14 we learned that the multitude confessed Christ was from God—"Then those men, when they had 

seen the sign that Jesus did, said, This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world..." 

3. In other words—the multitude understood that Christ was from God—that He was able to perform 

miracles... 

4. But—the problem was—these Jews desired liberation, not from sin but from Rome—they wanted political 

salvation... 

5. Thus—our Savior refuses their desire to make Him King—for this was not the way He came to become 

King... 

6. Jn.18:36—"My kingdom is not of this world"—He came to liberate man from sin and not political 

oppression... 

7. John Gill—"The reasons of his departure, were to prevent the attempt [to make him king]; to show that his 

kingdom was not of this world; to teach his followers to forsake the honours and riches of this world, for 

his sake; and to let them know, that those who sought only for a temporal redeemer, were unworthy of his 

presence: and also he went away alone, for the sake of secret retirement, and private prayer..." 

8. Now—we learn from the other gospels—that Jesus Himself sent His disciples away, before sending away 

the multitude... 

9. It seems likely that His disciples may have been tempted to join the carnal idea that Christ's kingdom was 

earthly...  

10. The Jews in General, and remember the disciples were Jews, anticipated a King to liberate them from the 

Romans... 

11. Lk.24:21—"We were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed" Acts 1:6—"Lord, 

will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel..." 
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12. Thus—it seems one major need behind this fifth miracle/lesson—was to teach the disciples the nature of 

His kingdom—or to teach them WHO He is and WHY He came... 

13. And so—having sent His disciples away by boat, and the multitude away on foot, our Savior returns to the 

mountain... 

14. In other words—our Savior desired to be alone, no doubt to spend time with His beloved and Heavenly 

Father...  

15. Matt.14:23—"And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to 

pray..." 

16. Our Savior had ministered all day—He's taught, healed, and feed the multitudes—He was weary from 

labor, and desirous to spend time with His Father...  

17. Thus—we learn an important lesson—after a full day of ministry—ministers need to get alone with their 

God... 

18. And perhaps one of the most obvious reasons is—to pray for God's gracious blessing to rest upon their 

labors... 

19. It's late at night—our Savior sends His disciples and the multitude away—and He departed again to the 

mountain by Himself alone... 

20. Now—while this is very important for ministers—it's also important for all Christians, without exception 

to do... 

21. Think of the mother of many—she sends the children to bed—and now she must get alone with God and 

pray... 

22. For God's blessing to rest upon her labors, yes, but unlike our Savior, she must also pray for forgiveness 

with regards to her labors... 

 

B. A crossing—vv16-18  

 

1. V16—"Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, got into the boat, and went over the 

sea toward Capernaum..." 

2. V17—"And it was already dark—Matthew tells us—"it was the fourth watch of the night" (Matt.14:25)—

that is—it was between 3-6 in the morning... 

3. The phrase—"and Jesus had not yet come to them" is important—it underscores the fact they were ALL 

ALONE... 

4. Now—we have to keep in mind that John writes this account as one who experienced it—as he wrote it he 

knew Christ would come... 

5. The Sea of Galilee was located in the Jordan Valley, the lowest valley on earth, and found 700 ft below 

sea level (the lowest fresh-water lake on earth)... 

6. Because it was surrounded by mountains, the lake was prone to experience quick and powerful winds and 

storms... 

7. V18—"Then the sea arose because a great wind was blowing"—the sea began to be stirred because of the 

strong wind... 

8. Matthew tells us—"The boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was 

contrary..." 

9. That is—there were several strong and contrary winds, that were "tossing" or literally—"torturing or 

tormenting" the boat...  

10. So here's the situation—they were in the middle of the sea, tormented by a storm, it was dark, they were 

tired, and mostly importantly—they were alone... 

11. William Hendriksen—"Form the ravines strong blasts of wind came rushing down, and suddenly struck 

the lake...Soon the storm was increasing in intensity. The night deepened. Hour upon hour the disciples, 

used to the sea, were playing the oars...They found themselves in a situation of real danger; that is, from 

the human point of view..." 

 

C. An encounter—vv19-20  

 

1. V19—"So when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing 

near to the boat; and they were afraid..." 
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2. Now—the first thing that needs settling is this—our Savior literally and actually walked upon the Sea of 

Galilee... 

3. This was a great miracle—for in doing so—our Savior had to suspend the ordinary laws of nature that He 

created... 

4. Ordinarily—a man can not walk on water but would sink—our Savior instead walks on a storm tossed 

Sea... 

5. Now—we know that the Sea of Galilee, though small is size, it's very deep—its about 140 feet deep in the 

middle... 

6. In other words—our Savior didn't talk on any sandbars—He literally walked on water as if it were dry 

ground... 

7. Now—it's true the preposition "on" can be rendered "by"—and thus some have suggested He was walking 

by the sea on the shore... 

8. But—the problem with this is obvious—the disciples were in the middle of the sea—and He walked to the 

boat... 

9. V19—"and they were afraid"—that is—they were not afraid because of the storm, but because Jesus 

walked on water... 

10. Marks says—"for they all saw Him and were troubled"—that is—they were troubled because of what they 

saw... 

11. V20—"But He said to them, It is I; do not be afraid"—literally our Savior said—"I AM—do not be 

afraid..." 

12. Now—it's debated exactly what our Savior here meant—it's possible that He simply meant—"It is I, don't 

be afraid..." 

13. Or else—it's also possible that our Savior here identifies Himself as the God who revealed Himself to 

Moses... 

14. Matthew 14:33—"Then those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, 'Truly You are the Son of 

God'..."  

15. Jn.18:6—"Now when He said to them [Roman soldiers in garden], "I am He," they drew back and fell to 

the ground..." 

16. John Calvin—"The reason of the distinction is, that he is sent as a Judge to the reprobate and unbelievers 

for their destruction; and, therefore, they cannot bear his presence without being immediately 

overwhelmed. But believers, who know that he is given to them to make propitiation, as soon as they hear 

his name, which is a sure pledge to them both of the love of God and of their salvation, take courage as if 

they had been raised from death to life, calmly look at the clear sky, dwell quietly on earth, and, victorious 

over every calamity, take him for their shield against all dangers..." 

 

D. A reception—v21 

 

1. V21—"Then they willingly received Him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land where 

they were going..." 

2. After they realized who He was—"they willingly received Him into the boat"—they were very glad to see 

Him...  

3. We learn from both Matthew and Mark—as soon as Christ entered the boat—"the wind ceased" 

(Math.14:33; Mk.6:51)... 

4. Mk.6:51—"Then He want up into the boat to them, and the wind ceased. And they were greatly amazed in 

themselves beyond measure, and marveled..." 

5. The commentators are divided on the last phrase of v21—"and immediately the boat was at the land where 

they were going (that is, the west side of the Lake)... 

6. Some believe another miracle happened—and our Savior brought them the last 3 miles all at once—others 

believe it simply means—from that point they rowed with no problems... 

7. But either way—and here's the main point—as soon as our Savior got in the boat—it made it safely to the 

other side... 

 

II.  The Fifth Miracle Applied  
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A. A lesson about the Christian life   

 

1. Now—I've entitled this first application A Lesson about the Christian life, I originally had it, A Lesson 

about the Ministry... 

2. I broadened it for the simple reason—I want to make this first application applicable or relevant for all 

Christians... 

3. But—I do believe, that this miracle, was intended as a classroom, to teach the disciples about life and 

ministry...  

4. Now—before I go further, I must point out, that this account uses several imageries associated with trial 

and tribulation... 

5. Darkness, the sea, and wind—are all imageries used throughout Scripture, to describe trial, distress, and 

this chaotic world... 

6. Rev.21:1—"Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away. Also there was no more sea...v4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be 

no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed 

away..." 

7. [1] Storms are certain for all disciples—this is an obvious lesson our Savior is preparing them for—storms 

will come... 

8. Brethren—there's never been a group of men who suffered more for Christ and the gospel than these 

disciples... 

9. Jn.15:18—"If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, 

the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but i chose you out of the world, 

therefore the world hates you..." 

10. Jn.16:1—"These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. They will  put you 

out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God 

service..." 

Jn.16:33—"These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world..." 

11. [2] Storms are controlled by the Master—that is—our Savior stands as sovereign over all of these trials 

and struggles... 

12. In other words—it's our Savior who sends His disciples into the storm—not to destroy but better His 

people... 

13. Mk.6:45—"Immediately He made His disciplines get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, to 

Bethsaida, while He sent the multitude away..." 

14. Thus—before sending these men into the world, He fist sends them into the storm, teaching them He is 

sovereign over all storms... 

15. Ps.89:8-10—"O LORD God of hosts, who is mighty like You, O LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds 

You. You rule the raging of the sea; when its waves rise, You still them. You have broken Rahab in pieces 

(storm = Egypt), as one who is slain; You have scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm (Ps.65:5-

7)..." 

 

B. A lesson about ourselves  

 

1. I think it's important to keep in mind, that at least 7 of these disciples were fisherman, and would have 

been very familiar with this sea... 

2. There is every reason to assume, that they fished on these very waters hundreds, if not thousands, of 

times... 

3. Thus—at the very heart of this miracle was the need to drive the disciples outside of their own strength 

and wisdom... 

4. That is—our Savior first drove His people to despair in themselves, that they would—"willingly receive 

Him into the boat..." 

5. Perhaps I can put it this way—our Savior sends His disciples out to sea, that they might willingly receive 

Him... 



 5 

6. Thus—I very large purpose behind this fifth miracle is something our Savior taught them in the fourth 

miracle... 

7. Jn.6:5-6—"Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat. But this He said to test him, for He knew what 

He would do..." 

8. That is—He basically sought to teach them two lessons—they have nothing in themselves, they have 

everything in Him... 

9. It may be fore this reason—John fails to tells us that our Savior sent them away, but implies they left of 

their own accord... 

10. Jn.6:16-17—"Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, got into the boat, and went 

over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was already dark, and Jesus had not come to them..." 

11. That is—they have need of further instruction concerning their weakness and their need for His grace and 

strength... 

12. It can be argued that, of all men who ever lived, no one was more privileged the twelve disciples of our 

Lord... 

13. They would do great things—greater things even then our Lord Jesus Himself—they would take the 

gospel to the world... 

14. But—before they did that—they were in need of a lesson—a very important lesson that is often difficult to 

learn... 

15. They were in and of themselves, totally inadequate for the task—they were in and of themselves—

nothing... 

16. But—there is also with this lesson another lesson—and that is—with Christ in the boat—all things are 

possible... 

17. Jn.15:5—"I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 

without Me you can do nothing..." 

18. [1] As a church—my friends, we can't even imagine the trouble we would be in, as a church, if left to 

ourselves...  

19. Think of that little group of disciples out in the midst of the sea—being tossed about and beaten by the 

waves... 

20. This is not only true of us as a local church but it's also true of the universal church—apart from Christ 

she's a mess... 

21. Oh dear brethren—we desperately need Christ in the boat of this church—we must willingly receive Him 

into the boat... 

22. [2] As homes—oh my dear brethren—can you imagine how helpless our homes would be, left to 

ourselves... 

23. Husband (father)—you can not lead your little boat apart from Christ—you lack strength and you lack 

wisdom... 

24. Wife (mother)—you can not manage your home, submit to your husband apart from Christ—you're as 

helpless as these disciples... 

25. [3] As individuals—oh dear brethren—can you even begin to understand, the trouble we would all be in, if 

left to ourselves...  

 

C. A lesson about Christ  

 

1. This of course is the primary reason or lesson behind all the miracles—to teach us important things about 

Christ... 

2. And in particular—we learn from this fifth miracle what our Savior thinks about His church, as 

represented in the disciples... 

3. [1] He KNOWS His church—that is—though He sent His church away and He remained on shore, He was 

very aware of them... 

4. Mk.6:48—"Then He saw them straining at rowing, for the wind was against them. Now about the fourth 

watch of the night He came to them..." 

5. Remember—His disciples are several miles out to sea—and yet, He sees them while on shore—He's ever 

mindful of them... 
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6. Brethren—surely this is a great encouraging—thought at times Christ seems distant, He's every with His 

people... 

7. [2] He RULES His church—I suggest that this is a very important point of this passage—it portrays Christ 

as King... 

8. Now—we know from v15 that the multitude sought—"to take Him by force to make Him king"—a 

political Ruler... 

9. Thus—our Savior sends His disciples, His church, into the sea—and He comes to them, by walking on 

water... 

10. Now—here I need to remind you, that through Scripture, we have earthly kingdoms associated with the 

sea... 

11. Rev.13:1—"Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven 

heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name..." 

12. Dan.7:2-3—"Daniel spoke, saying, I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were 

stirring up the Great Sea. And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other..." 

13. The first was like a lion (v4), the second was like a bear (v5), the third was like a leopard (v6), and the 

fourth was exceedingly strong, and had 10 horns (vv7-8)... 

14. The four beasts represent four successive kingdoms—Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Roman 

Empires... 

15. In verses 13-14—there is a fifth kingdom that's superior to the others—it last forever and includes all 

nations... 

16. Now—it's important to notice—the kingdom of the Messiah begins, formally, in the time of the fourth 

kingdom... 

17. That is—our Savior's kingdom historically began during the Roman Empire, and continues forever without 

end... 

18. Thus—when our Savior comes to His church by walking on the water—it brings with a great and beautiful 

symbolism... 

19. Our Savior is teaching His disciples—that His kingdom is superior to all others—that it's inward and 

spiritual...   

20. [3] He LEADS His church, v21—"Then they willingly received Him into the boat, and immediately the 

boat was at the land where they were going..." 

21. The commentators are not in agreement what this means—is it another miracle—did our Savior take them 

from the middle of the sea to land all at once—that's possible... 

22. Or else, it's also possible that John merely means—with Christ in the boat and the storm stilled—they 

rowed safely to land... 

23. Brethren either way the point is plain—every person Christ puts in the boat makes its safely to the other 

side... 

24. We are all as Christ's disciples in a boat at sea, in fact there is a sense in which His entire church is in this 

boat... 

25. He's watching it very carefully—He's guarding and ruling it—but my friends, He's also in the boat leading 

us... 

26. Ps.107:23-30—"Those who go down to the sea in ships, Who do business on great waters, They see the 

works of the LORD, And His wonders in the deep. For He commands and raises the stormy wind, Which 

lifts up the waves of the sea. They mount up to the heavens, They go down again to the depths; Their soul 

melts because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, And are at their wits' end. 

Then they cry out to the LORD in their trouble, And He brings them out of their distresses. He calms the 

storm, So that its waves are still. Then they are glad because they are quiet; So He guides them to their 

desired haven..." 

27. [a] He commands the stormy wind (vv23-25), [b] He calms the storm (v29), [c] He guides His people 

(v30), [d] they praise His name (vv31-32)...  

 


