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Kingdom Living, Part 5 

The Question of Purpose 
 
The question of purpose or direction is that which has haunted mankind almost from the beginning.  Part 
of the curse placed on Cain on account of his wickedness was a purposeless existence.   
 

Genesis 4:13-14, “And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear.  
Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be 
hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one 
that findeth me shall slay me.” 

 
Cain here laments about his purposeless existence.  And that is why he said, “My punishment is too great 
to bear” (Genesis 4:13).  Truly to be in a place where you lack purpose or direction is to suffer the 
consequences in your body. 
 
Studies have shown that when a person is robbed of a sense of direction or meaning, so rises the incidence 
of depression, disease, and illness.1  For example, the Rocky Mountain News2recently recounted the story 
                                                 
1 One such author that states this is  Gregory L. Jantz, Moving Beyond Depression: A Whole-Person Approach to Healing, 
Shaw (September 16, 2003), ISBN-10: 0877880336  (This is not an endorsement of this book.  It is for illustration purposes 
only.) 
2Clay Latimer, Landing on His Feet  Landing on his feet, Rocky Mountain News, May 9, 2007   

http://www.rockymountainnews.com/drmn/ncaa/article/0,2777,DRMN_23932_5527654,00.html


 
 

of Erik Marandette.  Erik was with his brother and some friends visiting Cairo when a bomb went off a 
couple of years back.  His brother was instantly killed and he was maimed.  As he sat in the hospital, he 
struggled on account of his loss. 
 

“It took a few months to figure out why I wanted to live, why I should choose to continue to fight. 
Until I figured that out, I wasn't a good guy to be around. I was fighting people for no reason. I 
was nasty.” 

 
Perhaps that is why at times nasty people can be found in the church.  After the initial thrill of salvation 
wears off, we are left with the question of, “Now what?”  And insofar as we fail to answer this question 
Biblically, it will be to that degree that we struggle in our walks with God. 
 
This passage turns our attention to the question of purpose.  It answers the “Now what? And the “How 
should we then live?” questions.  Our text gives us the answer as it details the calling that God has placed 
on our lives as Servants in His Kingdom. 

Context 
 
As you know Saul has just been commissioned by God unto the work of His Kingdom.  He received three 
signs to verify his anointing.  And now Saul is given his marching orders as to what he ought to do. And 
yet as we've seen, this text contains far more that just Saul's marching orders; it gives us a description of 
kingdom living.  It details our calling as well. 
 
Let us look at this text and discover the nature of the service to which we have been called.  We are first 
are going to look at it generally. And next time, we will get into the specific nitty-gritty of this passage.  
With that notice by of introduction the nature of Kingdom Service. 

Generally 
 

1 Samuel 10:7, “And let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that thou do as occasion serve 
thee; for God is with thee.” 

 
Whether one realizes it or not, this is a most wonderful command.  As you follow the route of Saul as 
indicated by this passage, you will notice that Saul would leave Samuel in the unidentified city of 1 Sam. 
9:5-6.  Then Saul would pass through Ephrath or Bethlehem and Bethel.  Then he would find himself at 
Gibeath, a place where a Philistine garrison had been stationed.  Now, here at Gibeath the last of three 
signs would come true such that Saul would be named among the prophets who had associated 
themselves with this city. 
 
It was at this point, when after Saul finished prophesying, that he literally was to, “...do for yourself what 
your hand finds.”3 
 
Do you see the calling? Or better yet, do you see THE NATURE of the service which God required of 
this anointed man?  
 
When after God confirmed the calling of Saul, the future king was to do WHAT WAS ON HIS HEART! 

                                                 
3 The RSV and the ESV render this “do whatever your hand finds to do.” 
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That's the idea behind the colloquialism in this passage.4  Notice the text: 
 

1 Samuel 10:7, “And let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that thou do as occasion 
serve thee; for God is with thee.” 

 
“Do for yourself what the occasion requires. (NASB).  The Hebrew here is more specific.  It could be 
rendered this way:  “come upon, seize, or grasp what is in your hand's reach.”  
 
According to His providence, the Lord places many things in the reach of our hands.  Now ordinarily God 
does not detail that which we must grasp.  Rather, as in the case here, what is grasped is left to the servant 
of God with the implication that you are free to choose according to your calling. In this case, Saul was 
appointed by God to be a prince who was charged with the welfare of the people of God.  In the context 
of this calling, Saul therefore was to act according to what was in his grasp! 
 
From this we behold the Biblical standard and calling when it comes to Kingdom Service. 5  
 

• Serving according to one's calling.   
• Serving as one impelled by God.   
• Serving in response to God's choice of us. 

 
Thus when Saul here was commanded to “do what the occasion requires” the clear implication is that the 
Lord wanted him to act in response to God and his calling. Truly, God doesn't want automatons.  God 
desires children who serve Him from their heart.   
 

The Standard 
 
The standard when it comes to labor in the Kingdom of God is that it is to be in response to God and the 
calling He has placed on our lives. For example, Paul had just spent eleven chapters plunging the heights 
and depths of God’s grace to the believers in Rome.  He was writing this epistle in the hopes that the 
church in Rome might help him on his way to Spain.6   
 
Yet there was a problem.  For while Paul had never been to Rome, his reputation certainly had.7  So the 
question is this: Would the Romans be willing to help the Apostle?   
 
Paul didn't want to leave the question open. And so he penned this epistle for the twofold purpose of 
introducing himself to the Romans, specifically his doctrine/what he was teaching.  And secondly Paul 
wrote to secure their willingness to participate in the worldwide ministry of God's Kingdom. 
 
Thus, Romans 1-11 reads like a theological dissertation as Paul describes the glories of God's 
Redemption! Notice his climax: 
 

Romans 11:33, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 

                                                 
4 See also Ecclesiastics 9:10 and Judges 9:33  
5 Compare also Exodus 4:2.  Here the Lord specifically instructed Moses to look at what was in his hand so that the Lord could 
use that. 
6 Compare Romans 15:24 
7 Compare Acts 21:21 
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unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” 
 
Romans 11:36, “For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for 
ever. Amen.” 

 
Doctrine to Paul was not cold or boring. It was that which moved an individual at the deepest level.  With 
that, notice the apostle's appeal.  It is rather significant. 
 

Romans 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 

 
Do you see his appeal? 
 
Paul could have rooted the calling of the child of God in many things. He could have chosen God's wrath 
— I urge you by the wrath of God...Or perhaps he could have chosen personal gain —  I urge you by 
what you will receive in return.  Instead Paul appeals to the Romans on the basis of God’s grace!  He 
binds the Christian's conduct to the Person and work of Christ!   
 
From this we derive an important STANDARD when it comes to Kingdom Service.  When it comes to 
our calling, we are exhorted to offer ourselves to God on account of His character and His grace!   
 
Do what is on our heart as ones who first have been claimed by God!  Love- because He first loved us!   
 
This is how all service in God's kingdom ought to be exercised. 
 

David 
 
David wrote Psalm 37 as he gazed about his world and saw the success of the wicked.  In order that the 
child of God would not be tempted to live like a pagan, David tells us what ought to compel the Christian 
in his service. 
 

Psalm 37:4, “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” 
 
Do you see the standard espoused here for Kingdom Living? 
 
It is NOT as in the surrounding pagan world- appealing to one of these elements: 
 

• God's wrath. 
• Guilt 
• The promise of power or prestige.  
• The vanquishing of the foe.  

 
David used none of these things to motivate us.  NO! That which ought to move the child of God is the 
beauty and perfections of Christ.  First we must, “Delight [ourself] in the Lord...”  Then we are called to 
pursue these things: 
 

• Our desires! 
• What we want!   
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• What is in our grasp! 
 
And that is what we see as that which was to impel Saul in his service. Saul has been chosen by grace and 
set apart unto a holy end. Through the meal of 1 Samuel 9, Saul has been honored above all men.  
Through the signs of 1 Samuel 10, Saul has received the promise of God's presence, provision, and 
enablement.  Accordingly when it came time for exhorting this man as to what he must do, God simply 
said, “When you come to the Philistine Garrison, do what is on your heart!” 
 
Do you see the nature of the Service to which we have been called? 
 
Now this is not to say that there are NO prescriptive texts when it comes to Kingdom Living- i.e., 
passages which instruct us as Christians on how we ought to live. There are! In fact, would you notice 
them: 
 
We have the Ten Commandments.  These were given NOT to save Israel from their sin, BUT to direct 
God's people in the life to which they had been called.  They were given to a people redeemed by God 
from the Egyptians. 
 
Thus when Paul spoke of the Ten Commandments he said that these Ten Commandments were “ordained 
to life” (Romans 7:10).  In fact, it is not just the Ten Commandments, it is the entire word of God that 
gives life. 
 

Psalm 119:93, “I will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou hast quickened me.” 
 

Speaking of the Ten Commandments David wrote: 
 
Psalm 19:10-11, “More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also 
than honey and the honeycomb.  Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them 
there is great reward.” 

 
So we must be careful when we discuss the nature of the Calling that rests upon us as children of God.  
Yes we are charged to do what is on our heart and act in response to grace.  But  that doesn't mean God 
doesn't have a plan and will for what this life will look like. For indeed He does! 
 
The issue though is that God wants  
 

• Willing servants.  
• Men and women who give themselves to Him out of love.   
• Children who want to serve Him. 

 
THAT'S THE STANDARD WHEN IT COMES TO SERVICE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD! 

Martin Luther 
 
I love the story of Martin Luther.  After teaching about the grace of Christ which saves us from our sin, a 
disciple queried him thus:  “Master Luther. Now that I am saved, what ought I to do?” 
 
Luther's response couldn't have been better; he said, “Do what you want... but the question is, 'What do 
you want?'“ 
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Such is the standard when it comes to service in the Kingdom of God.  Delighting in God, and then doing 
what you want.  Knowing God's choice of us, and then doing what the occasion requires. 
 
Now I know that everyone of us here is going to have a problem with this message.  Our flesh wants a list 
that we can follow which will insure that we are good servants of God.  Yet God has deigned to give no 
list. Rather what God wants from you as a servant is a heart that says this: 
 

• “Here am I, send me!”   
• “I love because He first loved me!”   
• “Having tasted of the Lord, there is nothing I want from this passing world!” 

 
Now whether you realize it or not, I have just articulated the Biblical path to holy living.   
 
I remember years ago hearing a sermon where the preacher said, “Though we have been saved by grace, 
many Christians forget this and try to be sanctified by their work.”  While I affirmed that salvation and 
sanctification were secured by faith (that made sense to me) I honestly had no idea what this meant when 
it came to my calling to be holy.   
 
So I'm standing on the corner and some “bad company” approaches in order to “corrupt my good morals” 
(cf. 1 Corinthians 15:33).  Rather than flee this youthful lust, the calling is to stand there and believe in 
Jesus?! 
 
It didn't make sense, for I knew this course of action not only contradicted Scripture8  but it would not 
work. 
 
So, how is it that we are made holy by faith?  How is it that God's calling on my life as a servant is, “Do 
what is on your heart”?  
 
This sounds awfully dangerous.   
 
Let me clarify the issue here.  Truly, if bad company approaches you to corrupt your good morals, with 
Paul, indeed you are to flee! RUN AWAY!  Yet do so NOT because in following 2 Timothy 2 you will 
get your reward because this is what “good” Christians ought to do, rather do it out of gratitude for the 
grace of Christ which lead your Savior to the cross in order to die for your sin. 
 
See we are here talking about motive!  What is it that compels you in your service in the Kingdom? 
 
Our default programming tells us to stand before God on account of our  
 

• Moral conduct.  
• Superior will.   
• Godly choices.   
• The fact that you fulfilled a certain list of dos and don'ts.  
• Or the urge to “flee youthful lusts” BECAUSE THIS WILL MAKE GOD PROUD OF YOU! 

 
Brothers and sisters see your fleshly inclination for what it is. Accordingly at these times I tell myself 

                                                 
8 Compare 2 Timothy 2:22 
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this: 
 

“You honestly think that the cesspool you call your life could be made pleasing to God because 
you forsook a sinful situation or fulfilled a certain list?” 

 
When we are at our best, at best 
 

• We are “earthen vessels” (2 Corinthians 4:7).   
• Our righteousness is but filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). 

 
INDEED! Kingdom Living would have us flee on account of grace!  When as earthen vessels we come to 
realize that even in this condition God loves us and willingly laid down His life for us we are 
overwhelmed by God's grace and love and so we flee from sin to the arms of a loving Savior! 
 
Another way of putting it is this way:  In every situation of life we have before us a choice of either 
gratifying the flesh (the passing pleasures of sin) or fellowshipping with Christ.  Now, outside of the 
providence of God, the only way you will choose Christ is if you accept the good news that God loves 
you and deigns to fellowship with you and that He accepts you in the beloved- sin and all!  When we 
come to know this, the natural inclination will be to flee from sin that you might fellowship with Christ! 
 
And so, yes there are commands in Scripture which direct us as to the life for which we have been saved. 
And we use these commands to instruct us as to what constitutes a normal and healthy walk.  Titus 2 says 
“grace” specifically “instructs us” on how we should live.  Thus if my life does not reflect the teaching of 
grace, as embodied by the imperatives of Scripture, the diagnosis is that I am not living by grace.  But — 
and this is important — the only way we can or will fulfill these commands is if we are moved out of love 
and devotion to Christ! 
 
That is why in a world where a thousand other competing philosophies and messages vie for my attention 
I must be careful to “kindle afresh” the grace of God made known to us when first we believed.  I must 
also preach the gospel to myself daily.  In fact, I must not only be careful, I must have a holy zeal to 
proclaim this message lest I forget my purification from sin and so rebel. 
 
This is the picture painted by our passage.   
 
What must I do now that God has anointed me unto the work of His Kingdom? 
 
Having been saved by grace, do what you want!... But what is it that you want? 
 
Well how did this “calling” work its way out in Saul's life?  Did God's grace impact this man such that he 
fulfilled his calling?  Or did Saul receive it cheaply and so disregard God's command? 
 
We will turn our focus to this question next time.  For now, let us close by meditating upon the cross of 
Christ by which the Lord saved a wretch like me! 
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About Bethel Presbyterian Church  
 
The Bethel Presbyterian Church Ministry of the Word is published regularly.  
 

VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian Church 
meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone 
number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Sunday. 
Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web.  The recording for this sermon and these notes 
can be found at  Do What Your Hand Finds to Do  The web address for all sermons at Bethel Presbyterian 
Church can be found out as follows: http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on May 13, 2007.  Greg is the preacher at Bethel Presbyterian 
Church. 
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