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Introduction  

1. The most dangerous thing anyone can do is to assume that his/her faith is a saving faith without 

testing it to be sure that it has indeed saved him/her. 

2. Many people’s faith rests on mere mental assent to certain truths held without any radical life-

change. 

3. Scripture describes saving faith as composed of three elements: (1) knowing facts set forth in 

Scripture; (2) giving assent to those facts as truth; (3) trusting those facts to save and transform the 

believer.  

4. Scripture also describes real saving faith as a work of God in the soul, regenerating and enabling 

sin-hardened souls to trust and obey the Savior. 

a. It is the regenerative work of the Holy Spirit (Ezek. 36:26, 27; Titus 3:5; John 3:5, 6). John refers 

to God’s begetting children (Jn. 1:13; 1 Jn. 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18). 

b. It is based on resurrection power, giving new life to the dead (Eph. 2:5; Col. 2:13; Rom. 4:17). 

c. Its purpose is restoration—the beginning of a new creation (Gal. 6:15; 2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:10; 

James 1:18; 14:4).  

5. We considered James’s argument that genuine faith must be accompanied by works as evidence of 

new life, but who is the respondent of verse 18? 

a. This unnamed individual goes too far, arguing that works are necessary to faith (Romanism); no, 

but they are the evidence of faith.  

b. James proceeds to describe the evidence of saving faith vs. a real faith that cannot save.  

I. The Faith of Demons  

1. Real faith confesses, “God is one” (v. 19).  

a. A basic belief of Judaism (shama) repeated twice daily by every devout Jew (Deut. 6:4, 5; Mark 

12:29)  

b. A foundational truth of Christianity (Rom 3:30; Acts 17:22-31) 

c. The affirmation is not a reference to how many gods there are (monotheism) but that God is 

consistent with Himself (unity of purpose). Salvation cannot be based on works because it is a gift 

of grace through election. 

d. Such a confession is commendable (“You do well”), but it cannot save.  

2. The faith of demons is real, orthodox, and sound in its expression (Mark 1:24; 5:7).  

a. Demon faith is evidenced by works—they tremble, knowing that their end is eternal torment in 

hell due to the success of Jesus’ mission.  

b. James implies that mere confession of truth alone is totally worthless; it is not even real faith 

because those who profess it don’t tremble (v. 20). 

c. In other words, true faith must react to what is believed or it isn’t worth holding. 

3. James proceeds to show two positive examples of his premise—faith reacts by doing something.  

a. These two examples (a patriarch and a prostitute) are polar opposites; yet both stand as equals in 

the commendation of their trust.   



b. Abraham illustrates the tenet (God is one) in that He requires those who know Him to love Him 

above all else. 

c. Rahab illustrates the tenet by showing that to love Him requires one to love others as themselves. 

II. The Faith of Abraham  

1. James asks a respondent whether he wants to be shown, not whether God sees (v. 20).  

a. He calls him a “foolish” person—one who reveals spiritual ignorance.  

b. The respondent had asked, “Show me your faith apart from your works.” How does one do that?  

c. Obviously, the issue is not whether God sees your faith by your works but whether others see your 

faith by your works.  

2. James introduces a new term—justified (v. 21). 

a. Many have stumbled at this term, failing to see that James is not arguing for justification before 

God.  

b. James’s focus is that dead faith has no evidence to demonstrate it before men.  

c. James uses justified in the sense of vindication—Abraham vindicated his faith in God’s promises 

to him by obeying God, which others could observe.  

d. How can anyone prove his faith to the world unless he produces tangible evidence that others can 

see?  

3. Scripture was fulfilled (completed)—shown to be true, not by what he did but because he believed 

God—by Abraham’s offering of Isaac (v. 23; Gen. 15:9).  

a. He was counted righteous because he believed; he offered Isaac in obedience of faith, which 

shows us that he believed. 

b. The offering of Isaac was the end of a whole string of works of obedience, commencing with Gen. 

12:1. 

c. Loving the Lord means obeying the Lord, and this obedience made Abraham “the friend of God.” 

Friends are those who agree together.  

III. The Faith of Rahab  

1. The story of Rahab is even more revealing (v. 25).  

a. What did Rahab believe? God did not appear to her as He did to Abraham. She believed that God 

had given the land to Israel (Josh. 2:9-12).  

b. The only way to understand fully Rahab’s response to what was known is to understand that God 

created faith in her heart.  

c. She was not saved because she acted on what she believed to be true. She acted on what she 

believed because God gave her faith to trust Him. She acted on that trust.  

2. Her works consisted of helping the spies to escape.  

a. To help those spies, she lied to the city elders. This has led some to believe that there is righteous 

lying.  

b. Rather, we should understand that her lack of spiritual maturity led her to do what was sinful in 

itself. 

c. The lesson is that she demonstrated her faith by responding to what she believed to be true.  

You claim to have faith. How do you or anyone else know it to genuine? Can you list examples of 

obedience to Christ that occurred because you believed God and just acted on that trust?  


