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JESUS DISTURBS THE SCRIBES 
 
Mark 2:13-22 
 

13 And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto 
him, and he taught them. 14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of 
Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And 
he arose and followed him. 15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat 
in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his 
disciples: for there were many, and they followed him. 16 And when the 
scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto 
his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and 
sinners? 17 When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have 
no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. 18 And the disciples of John and of the 
Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say unto him, Why do the disciples 
of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not? 19 And Jesus said 
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unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom 
is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot 
fast. 20 But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away 
from them, and then shall they fast in those days. 21 No man also seweth a 
piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new piece that filled it up 
taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse. 22 And no man putteth 
new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the 
wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into 
new bottles (KJV). 

 
JESUS CONTINUES TO TEACH 
 
Mark 2:13 
 

13 And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto 
him, and he taught them (KJV). 

 
Jesus left Capernaum and went to a less populated area on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee. The people kept coming to Him and they followed Him to the Seashore. He often 
taught in homes, hillsides or on the sloping shores of the Sea of Galilee, which provided a 
sort of amphitheater for the crowd who had assembled to hear Him. Sometimes He went 
out in a boat and spoke back to the crowds on the shore (Mark 4:1), which would amplify 
His voice across the water. The fact that the crowds followed Him demonstrated the 
power of His words and His miracles. This was in direct contradistinction to the 
Pharisees and Scribes who were less compelling and forced their authority on the 
population by their political power and position. We see this in the manner of their 
questioning of His authority to forgive sins (Mark 2:7).  
 
JESUS CALLS MATTHEW 
 
Mark 2:14 
 

14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt 
of custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him 
(KJV). 

 
Following the selection of His inner circle, Peter, Andrew, James and John Jesus selected 
Levi who is also called Matthew. Matthew and Levi are the same person. Matthew is the 
Greek name, and Levi was the Hebrew name. As a tax collector, Matthew worked for 
Greek-speaking Romans. He gathered taxes from Hebrew-speaking Jewish citizens and 
travelling merchants. Dual names are common in the Israel of Jesus’ time for example; 
Peter is also called Simon (Matthew 16:16). Matthew was sitting in the tax office in 
Capernaum when Jesus approached him (Matthew 9:9-13; Luke 5:27-32). He also 
collected taxes He was working at the Galilean tax office established by Herod for the 
Romans. He would have been viewed as at least a renegade to Rome. The Jews despised 
tax collectors not only because they collected taxes from them for the Roman occupiers. 
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The bigger issue was they usually got rich off the Jewish people charging much more 
from them then Rome required. He was literate in Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic as well. 
Some early church fathers (Papias of Hierapolis, Cir.125–150AD) recorded that Matthew 
originally wrote his gospel book in "Hebrew.” Whether this is accurate or not all regarded 
the Greek text as canonical. Later Church fathers such as Irenaeus (Against Heresies 
3.1.1) and Clement of Alexandria claim that Matthew preached the Gospel to the Jewish 
community in Judea, before going to other countries. In the Babylonian Talmud 
(Sanhedrin 43a) "Mattai" (Hebrew for Matthew) is listed as one of five disciples of 
"Jeshu.” Considering the lucrative position it attests to the power of Jesus to draw 
Matthew away from the tax booth into ministry for the Savior. He unlike the fishermen 
could not go back to this role once he left it because someone else would have filled the 
position and he would be viewed as a undesirable because he sided with the Jews. This is 
a fitting example of the grace of God in selecting a despised tax collector to be an apostle. 
 
MATTHEW ENTERTAINS FOR JESUS 
 
Mark 2:15 
 

15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans 
and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were 
many, and they followed him (KJV). 

 
Interestingly, Matthew’s first missionary or evangelistic opportunity was having a dinner 
in his house for the so-called “powers that be” in Jewish society and all Jesus’ disciples. 
The publicans (tax collectors) were former associates of Matthew’s and he wanted them 
to meet the person who had such as dynamic effect on his life. His house was evidently 
quite large as he was easily able to entertain a rather large dinner party. The sinners is a 
term the Pharisees used to refer to the common people and Gentiles who they regarded as 
untaught in the Law, and therefore did not abide by their rigid pharisaic standards. They 
had a special distaste for the Gentiles, which they referred to as dogs (Matthew 15:21-
28). Today we would call this legalism, which is the imposition of unbiblical practices or 
standards on the people and tying their adherence to their salvation or sanctification.  
 
There were evidently a lot of these folks and they became followers of Jesus. Jesus easily 
reached the common people and did not go to the rich and powerful. He knew that they 
would have a lot of obstacles to coming to faith in Him, as did the rich young ruler 
(Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30). Jesus saw these sinners as 
redeemable and forgave them. Later He would say that the one who is forgiven many sins 
loves much, and conversely one who is forgiven little loves little (Luke 7:47).  
 
THE PHARISEES ARE OFFENDED IN THE PRESENCE OF SINNERS 
 
Mark 2:16-17 
 

16 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and 
sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh 
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with publicans and sinners? 17 When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They 
that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance (KJV). 

 
The Pharisees and Scribes regarded the people at the dinner party as social and moral 
reprobates. This illuminated the irreconcilable difference between Jesus and them. This 
first occasion with them started the conflict that would eventually lead to Jesus’ death. 
They knew that He was a master teacher but they could not understand nor accept His 
willingness to associate with the low members of society. Since they would not do that 
themselves, they found it offensive that a remarkable teacher would stoop to associate 
with these low life people. This attitude still exists today. We see the leaders in various 
churches setting themselves up as distinct from the congregations. We see a 
condemnation of this in Jesus letter to the Church of Ephesus and Pergamum as He 
addressed the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
 
 In the letter to Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7) the Ephesians are commended for hating the 
work of the Nicolaitans. There is no mention of this group in church history but we can 
get a clue from the meaning of the Greek word. It means “rulers of the people.” This 
meaning implies that there was an attempt to divide the clergy from the laity, which 
makes an unnatural distinction between them in which the clergy exercise rulership over 
the laity. Certainly, elders have the Biblical authority to determine policy and church 
discipline over the local church. But, it appears that the authority described here went 
much further than issues in the local church and may have extended into their personal 
lives. The Pharisees and Scribes were doing the same thing. Jesus quoted a well know 
proverb on the healthy and sick. He pointed out that His message was redemptive and 
necessarily directed to the very sick (spiritually) who knew they were sick and in need of 
forgiveness and not those without need of forgiveness and cleansing. The Pharisees and 
Scribes thought that they were self-righteous and did not recognize their own sinfulness. 
Therefore, they did not need (in their minds) forgiveness (healing). In essence Jesus came 
into the world to call sinners who humbly acknowledge their need to receive God’s grace 
and forgiveness. This is why He ate and associated with sinners. 
 
WHY NOT FAST? 
 
Mark 2:18-20 
 

18 And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come 
and say unto him, Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but 
thy disciples fast not? 19 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the 
bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they have 
the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 20 But the days will come, when 
the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in 
those days (KJV). 

 
The Pharisees ritually fasted two days a week on Monday and Thursday (Luke 18:12). It 
was a spiritually dead ritual devoid of any life or meaning. Because of their faithfulness 
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to a schedule they thought that they were achieving some Godly exercise of the Mosaic 
Law. The concept of ritualistic religious practice is still with us in the Church. Many hold 
it as a badge of honor that they faithfully attend services or prayer meetings without 
actually absorbing the reasons for doing so. The Pharisees referenced John the Baptist’s 
ministry, which lent itself to fasting. He was leading people into knowledge of Jesus as 
His forerunner. The two ministries were entirely different. So the Pharisees fasted as an 
outward display of their piety whereas the disciples of John the Baptist fasted as a sign of 
mourning for their sins. Jesus’ disciples did not need to fast because the Messiah was 
with them. John was now in prison in the fort of Machærus and was not with his 
disciples. The point of the Pharisees and scribes issue with Christ was His claim to be a 
new teacher sent from God and not fasting while they were fasting.  Instead His disciples 
were eating and drinking.  
 
To be with Jesus the bridegroom is with them. His presence with them constituted a 
joyful situation like it is at a wedding festival. This was a veiled analogy to the Church 
which is the Bride of Christ (Revelation 19:7-9; Ephesians 5:25-27; John 3:29 etc.) and 
Jesus is the Bridegroom preparing for the marriage and supper of the Lamb (Revelation 
19:7-9). The time would come through His death that they would mourn for Him. Then 
they could fast in a metaphorical sense since fasting was associated with sorrow. 
 
JESUS DESCRIBES THE SITUATION WITH TWO PARABLES 
 
Mark 2:21-22 
 

 21 No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new 
piece that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse. 
22 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst 
the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new 
wine must be put into new bottles (KJV). 

 
This is the first time in the book of Mark that Jesus’ parables are used. Both of these are 
making reference to trying to bind the newness of the Gospel with the old religion of 
Judaism. The Church is a brand new entity, which contains both Jews and Gentiles. It 
was a mystery in the Old Testament. The mystery which was previously unrevealed was 
the fact that Jewish and Gentile believers will make up one new entity, the Body of 
Christ, the Church. The situation of the Gentiles consists of three things:  
 

1. Gentiles are fellow-heirs, set to share with Israel in the inheritance of the 
Kingdom; 

2. Gentiles are fellow-members of the Body, the Church 
3. Gentiles are fellow partakers of the promise. The promise is the covenantal 

promise of spiritual blessings; the position is in Christ Jesus; and the means of 
obtaining that position is through the gospel. 

 
The Pharisees would not inherit the new entity, which they thought the commonwealth of 
Israel was going to become with the Gentiles serving them (Isaiah 60:12). Jesus described 
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the issue by talking about adding a patch of new unshrunk cloth to a hole in an old 
garment. When the new piece becomes wet, it will shrink, pull away from the old, and 
makes a hole, which is larger than the one initially needing repair.  
In Bible times wine was not kept in glass bottles, but in goatskins sewn around the edges 
forming liquid tight seals called wineskins. New wine expanded as it fermented which 
then would stretch the wineskin. After the wine aged and the skin became brittle with age 
it could no longer stretch. New wine needed a new wineskin. The church is the new patch 
or the new wine and could not be contained in the old system of Judaism and adhere to 
the Mosaic Law. The old system had no elasticity to accept the new salvation in Jesus. 
Salvation through Jesus is not to be mixed with the old Judaistic system or any other 
religious system for that matter (John 1:17). 
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