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Message #61              Matthew 17:14-23 

 

THE WORD OF GOD AND THE WILL OF GOD IS NOT QUICKLY  RECEIVED  BY 

EVEN THOSE  CLOSEST  TO GOD. 

 

OBSERVATION #1 – This event occurred just after the  transfiguration .  17:14 

 

Luke tells us that Jesus came down from the mountain with Peter, James, and John the next day 

(Luke 9:37).  So immediately after one of the great moments and experiences of Christ’s life, 

Jesus is faced with the negativity of unbelief. 

 

OBSERVATION #2 – A father goes to Jesus and asks Him to  heal  his son.  17:15-16 

 

(Fact #1) - A father came up to  Jesus .  17:14a 

 

(Fact #2) - The father fell on his knees before  Jesus .  17:14b 

 

(Fact #3) - The father identifies Jesus Christ as  Lord .  17:15a 

 

(Fact #4) - The father asks the Lord to have  mercy  on his son.  17:15b 

 

(Fact #5) - The father tells the  truth  about his son.  17:15c 

1) His son was a lunatic; 2) His son was very ill; 3) His son would fall into fire and into water. 

 

(Fact #6) - The father informs the Lord that His  disciples  could not cure his son.  17:16 

 

OBSERVATION #3 – Jesus  responds  to the father’s request.  17:17-18 

 

(Response #1) - The  verbal  rebuke.  17:17 

 

Jesus gave a verbal rebuke to the nation Israel, to the multitude, and to His nine disciples.  This 

rebuke is based on the fact that Jesus had given His disciples the power to do this kind of thing 

(Matt. 10:8).  But apparently the lack of faith in the rest of the nation Israel had affected His own 

disciples.  He had given these men the ability to cast out demons.  This is a stinging, verbal 

rebuke that is aimed straight at them. 

1) You are an  unbelieving  group; 

2) You are a  perverted  group (the word means distorted or twisted); 

3) How long shall I be with you until you get  straightened out  in your faith; 

4) How long do I have to  put up  with you? 

 

(Response #2) - The  healing  miracle.  17:18 

 

Jesus rebuked the demon and instantly the boy was cured. 
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OBSERVATION #4 – The disciples ask Jesus why they could not  cast out  the demon.  17:19 

 

Mark 9:18 informs us that the disciples had tried to cast out the demon but couldn’t do it. 

 

OBSERVATION #5 – Jesus tells His disciples why they could  not  do this.  17:20-21 

 

(Reason #1) - Because of a lack of  faith .  17:20 

 

The answer is this: You have a faith problem.  You don’t need a great deal of faith, but you need 

a right object to your faith.  These disciples had a real faith problem, which is emphasized time 

and time again by Matthew.  For example, they didn’t believe they could feed the 5000 and the 

4000 (14:16-21; 15:33); they didn’t believe Jesus could walk on water and thought He was a 

ghost (14:26-27); they had a hard time believing His teaching (15:16); they even doubted the fact 

that He had to go to the cross (16:23).  These boys had a serious faith problem. 

 

(Reason #2) - Because of a lack of  prayer  and  fasting .  17:21 

 

In order to have “this kind” of power that can take demon-possessed people head on, you need 

prayer and fasting. 

 

OBSERVATION #6 – Jesus informs His disciples of His upcoming  death .  17:22-23 

 

1) He will be  delivered  into the hands of men. 

 

2) Those men will  kill  Him. 

 

3) He will be  raised  from the dead on the third day. 

 

OBSERVATION #7 – The disciples were deeply grieved .  17:23 

 

They were still not keyed into the will of God. 

 

To accomplish God’s will, you do not need big faith, but you do need the right faith.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


