
 

Living for God Where you Don’t Belong 
Jeremiah 29:1-14 

 

Turn in your bibles to the Old Testament book of Jeremiah.  Today we resume our Old Testament Journey, a 

sort of overview of the Old Testament, but we are moving from the period of the kingdom years to what is 

known as the period of the exile.   

 

And here is the situation:  God’s people, as a whole, have abandoned their covenant with God.  They have 

refused to repent and carry out their God ordained purpose as a people through whom God would bless and 

redeem people from every tribe, tongue and nation to Himself.  Part of the benefit of the Jewish people living in 

covenant with God was peace and prosperity in the land God had marked out for them. 

 

Their judgment therefore was exile.  You’ll pick up on that in our text.  The southern kingdom of Judah fell to 

the Babylonian empire under King Nebuchadnezzar in the early 600’s BC.  And God used this king to execute 

the exile in three massive deportations.  The first was 605 BC.  The exile was to last 70 years.  Then God would 

faithfully and miraculously orchestrate a great deliverance and return of a remnant of His people to the land of 

Israel, just as He did through the exodus of Moses several centuries earlier. 

 

The passage I’m going to read to you is a letter from the prophet Jeremiah.  Jeremiah was a prophet whom God 

appointed to call His people to turn back to faithful covenant living.  He warned them of the coming judgment 

of God through the nation of Babylon.  Jeremiah was allowed to remain in Jerusalem after the first exile where 

He continued as God’s mouthpiece, if you will.  He is writing to the first two groups of exiles who are in 

Babylon.   

 

For the next several weeks we will be studying passages of scripture related to this exile, and the short series 

will be called Living for God Where You Don’t Belong. It’s also the title of this first sermon in the series. 

  

If you were an Israelite living in exile in Babylon, you might be in one of the following mindsets: 

1) Nationalistic: You might wonder if you and your people will ever be a sovereign nation again.  Has God 

tossed us aside permanently?  How will we ever be brought back together again?  Nonetheless, making a 

life in Babylon isn’t something you’re going to even consider.  Your main goal is get out of here. 

2) Covenantal: You might be a faithful worshipper of God, concerned about more than just national 

sovereignty.  You may be among the few who want to continue to walk in obedience to God but know 

it’s going to be tough without an active priesthood, the temple, the sacrifices which can only be offered 

in Jerusalem, etc. Your priority is figuring out how to walk out your faith. 

3) Rebellious: You may be apathetic about both the covenant and national sovereignty, but very bitter and 

angry toward the Babylonians. Your priority is terrorism. 

 

There could be all sorts of mentalities that would guide how you’re going to live moving forward. 

 

Let’s read the text though and let’s see what God wants their mindset to be while they are living amidst a land 

and culture and people where they don’t belong. 

 

Jeremiah 29:1-14 

 

We have more in common with these exiles than we may realize.  As Christians, the bible teaches that we are 

lights living in darkness.  We in the world, but not of the world.  The value system that Jesus Christ clarified for 

His followers may not be appreciated where we live and work. If it is, count yourself blessed.  And it’s less and 

less appreciated in our culture all the time.   

 



Jesus predicted this.  He told us in John 15 that the world would hate us because it hated Him.  We have been 

saved from this world system and brought into an otherworldly kingdom.  We belong to the kingdom of Jesus 

Christ, but we live in a world that loves the darkness rather than the light.  That indulges in sin rather than loves 

righteousness.   

 

We no longer belong here.  This is not our home.  Our citizenship is in heaven now and we are strangers here.  

But like these exiles to whom Jeremiah writes, we are to somehow make a home in a place that is not our home.  

And it’s a tricky thing to do.   

 

And so the instructions of God to His people living in Babylon have a high degree of relevancy to us.  I see five 

divine instructions[ML1] in Jeremiah’s letter.   And all of them are relevant to us today. 

 

Instruction #1: Surrender – You are where God wants you to be. 

 

Several times the text says “I sent you”.  They were not in Babylon by accident or because God forgot to show 

up when Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem.  The exiles were where they were because God sent them there. 

 

We are not here because of divine judgment, but Jesus left His followers here in this world to be His witnesses.  

We are divinely placed where God wants us.  And I’m not just talking about geographically.  I’m talking about 

in this time and among this culture.  He may move us to one place or another in His time.  But each of us is to 

surrender to Him to be where you are for Him.  

 

The false prophets Jeremiah spoke about were always telling people what they wanted to hear.  Before the exile 

these false prophets told the people “No judgment is coming; Jeremiah is just using fear tactics to control you.” 

Now, after God had displaced them for a set period of time (70 years), the prophets were or would be telling 

them to get out of here first chance you get. 

 

They will never be able to settle and make the most of where God has them until they surrender to the fact they 

are where they are by divine appointment.  Turn in your bibles to Acts 17. 

 

Acts 17:24-28  The God who made the world and everything in it, who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in temples made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because 

he himself gives -life and breath and everything to everyone. 26 From one man he made every nation of the 

human race to inhabit the entire earth, determining their set times and the fixed limits of the places where they 

would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps grope around for him and find him, though he is 

not far from each one of us. 28 For in him we live and move about and exist,’ 

 

Friends, God has us here in America, here in the Reedsburg area, in the jobs you’re in, in the neighborhoods 

you’re in, in the schools you’re in, for His purposes.  First, that we may find Him and surrender our lives to Him 

through faith in Jesus Christ.   

 

Instruction #2: Settle – Focus on building your family here for God. 

 

Jeremiah told the exiles ‘Build houses and live in them; and plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives 

and become the fathers of sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to 

husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; and multiply there and do not decrease. Jeremiah 29:5-6  

 

One of the most important things we can do for the Lord is to settle into a community and build a family and a 

heritage.   

 



Think about how important this was for those first exiles.  First of all the adults of childbearing years who were 

exiled were not going to make it out of Babylon.  70 years must pass.  So who will be returning to reestablish 

god’s people in the promise land?  Their grandchildren.   

 

This was an instruction to establish a stable family life.  And live today with a 70 year outlook.  Most people 

live with an outlook of anywhere from 1 week to a few months.  God wanted his people to live today in light of 

70 years from now.  If you know you’re going to be somewhere for 70 years then you will build a home and 

settle down.  If you think you’re going to be moving in a year that will affect your decision. 

 

Children need stability.  Families thrive in stable consistent predictable and safe conditions.  And it’s up to 

parents to provide that for them.  And tight connected by not over connected families are vital for passing on the 

practices and teachings of our faith.  As a group of families in a foreign land they will be a faith community.  

Their daughters and sons will marry and propagate not only in numbers but in faith as they build a community.  

And a community is strong by strong families. 

 

In this culture we are to do the same things.  First and foremost establish a stable family life.  Within that family 

teach, model the values and teachings of your faith.  Instill in your children not only the Gospel but the 

importance of marrying a young man or young woman who is a follower of Jesus Christ.   

 

Instruction #3: Bless – Make where you are better. 

 

Notice what God tells his people in Jeremiah 29:7 Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 

and pray to the Lord on its behalf; for in its welfare you will have welfare. 

 

Put another way, don’t be a terrorist.  Babylon is a godless place filled with sorcery, witchcraft, diviners and 

conjurers.  It’s a place of immorality.  It’s a place of violence and bloodshed.   

 

Make it better.  God’s people anywhere should make that place a better place.  This is like what Jesus said on 

the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5.  You are the light of the world and the salt of the earth.   

 

Sometimes Christians think it’s their job to be a nuisance and a rebel to the culture.  But from the beginning it’s 

been God’s plan to use His people to bless every nation.  We are in the nation of the United States.  There is 

much that is not good here.  We have human trafficking.  We have prostitution and drunkenness and drugs and 

child abuse and child neglect.  We have hunger and divorce and abortion and homosexuality. 

 

There is much sin here to be sure.  And we can point our fingers and look down our noses with arrogance and 

spiritual pride and make our beautiful and glorious God odious in the eyes of the world.  Or we can roll up our 

sleeves with love and grace and purity and make where we make a better place for the glory of God. 

 

God was telling His people then, and He is telling us this morning, “I want you to be a blessing and ultimately it 

will come back as a blessing in your own lap.” 

 

Instruction #4: Discern – Be careful who you listen too. 

 

The exiles would have been an easy target for the false prophets.  They were in culture shock. Many of them 

had lost family members to the ruthlessness of the Babylonians.  Some of them had been starved to death.  

Families had been split up by the exile.  Babylon took the brightest and best first.   

 

They had been through terrible trauma and those that wished to try to get a following by stirring up nationalistic 

fervor and anti-Babylonian sentiment would find ears that wanted to be tickled by dreams of terrorist acts or 

escaping and heading home rather than settling in and establishing their families among the Babylonians and 

become a positive influence. 



 

Jeremiah said “For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Do not let your prophets who are in your 

midst and your diviners deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams which they dream. Jer 29:8 

 

Today we also need to be careful who we listen to.  Some voices in Christianity spread the doctrine and practice 

of Separatism but in a way that takes it further the bible really instructs.  Similar to the Pharisees in Jesus’ day 

who preached that Jews were not to go into the house of a gentile or eat with them.  Some voices within the 

rank and file American Christianity sound very similar.  You’ll find them among the more legalistic and 

fundamentalist wings of Baptists and Lutherans.   

 

The bible teaches that we are not to embrace the sinful values and practices of the world around us when we are 

commanded to “come out from among them and be separate.” But this doesn’t mean that we are not supposed to 

be friends of sinners.  Have coffee with them, learn about their culture, and be interested in their lives and 

beliefs.   

 

A true evangelist needs to understand the culture they are in, love the people who are pagan and sinful, build 

relationships and show them in word and deed who our great God is. 

 

The church needs to become a community within a larger community not withdrawn from it.  We need to be 

connected in it but very different and distinct from it.  People for example who share the desire with their lost 

neighbors for Reedsburg to be safe, the schools to be strong, the City to be lead well and financially smart etc. 

even if we believe different about things like homosexuality, who should be governor (or not be ).   

 

A local church is a sub community of the community it is reaching and if it completely withdraws it becomes no 

more than a social club or right wing better than thou Holy huddle.   

 

Instruction #5: Hope – Hold to the promises of God and live for His plans. 

 

God had put the exiles in a position and circumstances where they were going to have to re learn what it is to be 

the people of Hope.  The people of Abraham who were given a promise and then made to wait but keep their 

faith fixed on God.   

 

The Israelites had forgotten that they were a people who would always be looking to the future for what God is 

going to do next.  With Abraham it was holding to God’s promise of a Son through Sarah. 

 

In Egypt Abraham’s descendants waited for their deliverer, Moses.  In the wilderness they wait in hope that 

God would be good to his promise to give them the land of Israel.  And once in the land they were to hold to the 

promises of peace and security while they hoped in the savior that all the sacrifices pointed to.   

 

Now they were hold on to hope by faith that God would bring them back.  Listen to what God said to them.   

 

Jer 29:10-14 This is what the LORD says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill 
my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray 
to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found 
by you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places 
where I have banished you," 

 

Do you notice how God was planting hope in their heart again? 

 

 

 



Conclusion: 

 

Today we live in a land where we don’t belong and are waiting for the second coming of Christ.  We must also 

fix our hope in God.  In faith trust that God is at work in us, around us, through us and for us.  He is 

accomplishing his plans for us and for this world even when it looks like things are going the opposite of what 

they should. 

 

A departure from the land of Israel was surely seen as the opposite direction.  But God is clear that his plans are 

not tossed aside.  He is with them. He is for them.  And his deliverance of them was a future certainty. 

 

And listen to me.  Jesus said he has went away to prepare a place for us.  He has our future secured.  So we can 

live here in light of the future he has for us.  We can live today for the next generation.  We don’t need to 

indulge in self-centered living thinking all we have is now so eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we die.   

 

Pagan, godless, hopeless people live that way.  They sacrifice their sons and daughters on the altar of 

Egalitarianism – What’s in it for me?   

 

When a person becomes a child of God that question is no longer necessary.  Heaven is our home.  What is in 

store for us cannot be described with human language.  No word suffice to describe all that God has for us.  We 

live in hope and can deny ourselves the worldly pleasures that are passing away and only bring regret and 

greater emptiness.   

 

So, Christian, live for God where you don’t belong.  And if you are not a follower of Jesus Christ, are you 

willing to surrender the future you have now for the future Christ is willing to give you? 

 

He has paid the penalty for your sins.  He entered this world and died on the cross to endure the wrath of God 

against your sin and to make a way for you to know God and become His and He yours. 

 


