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Introduction  

1. The Amplified Bible reads/interprets “teachers” of verse one as “self-constituted censors and 

reprovers of others.” 

a. That definition accurately describes the teachers in Israel at Christ’s time (Matt. 23:1-10). 

b. Nevertheless, that spirit can be found in other teachers as well. 

c. The early church took advantage of a courtesy extended in the synagogues of inviting guests to 

say something to the congregation.  

d. Paul took advantage of this practice to preach the gospel (Acts 14:1; 19:8).  

e. Apparently, others in the early church also used the opportunity to speak. 

f. The problem with many, however, was that they became judgmental, arrogant, and abusive, in 

seeking to convert Jews to Christianity. 

g. Thus, James writes, warning those who sought to “teach” others to beware of acting like the 

scribes and Pharisees.    

2. The passage before us reinforces this understanding of James’s admonition (3:1, 2).  

3. The passage also amplifies and expands the emphasis in the previous chapter about faith evidenced 

in good works (2:26).   

I. The Wise and Understanding  

1. The question of v. 13 points to the “teacher” of v. 1. 

a. The issue involves the controlling the most contrary member of our bodies—the tongue. 

1) If no man can tame the tongue, how does one get control of it (v. 8)? 

2) How does one get fresh water from a salt pond? 

3) The obvious answer is that it requires an external  power, a power great enough to tame the 

tongue in order enable one to speak rightly (righteously).  

b. Wisdom and understanding are often paired in O.T. dualism because they mean basically the same 

thing but with a shade of difference (Deut. 1:13, 15; 4:6).  

1) Wisdom is the application of truth to life situations —putting what one knows to practical use.  

2) Understanding, a word found only here in the N.T., means expert—in this case, an expert who 

conveys a tone of superiority, the know-it-all. 

3) In other words, James asks the teacher, “Are you giving out truth with an air of prideful 

superiority?”  

2. The goal of the gospel in the believer’s life is to bring him to perfection—Christlikeness (1:4). 

a. Perfection—complete and full righteousness and not just one’s maturity is the aim of the Spirit.  

b. Perfection requires a power that does not reside in the individual. 

c. This power is identified as the wisdom that comes from above. 

3. It is power identified in the believer’s behavior—“his good conduct” (1:4). 

a. The manner of one’s lifestyle demonstrates the reality of gospel transformation. 

b. Thus James commands (aorist imperative), “Let him” live in a way that supports his profession of 

faith.  



1) One hears, “Preach the gospel all the time. Use words when necessary.” You cannot preach the 

gospel without words; however— 

2) The intent is to point out that one’s lifestyle must back up the claim of his lips.  

4. His lifestyle must reflect good conduct or good works (Eph. 2:10; James 2:24). 

a. What one truly believes will manifest itself in what one does outwardly (Gal. 1:13). 

b. What one truly believes will manifest itself in how one lives his life—“in the meekness of 

wisdom.” 

1) Meekness—a gentleness of spirit that is unobtrusive—is used to offset superiority.  

2) How one acts towards others (in unobtrusive and caring concern) reveals how he relates to truth.  

II. The Portrait of the “Teacher”  

1. One can identify where the spirit of superiority comes from by observing how one reacts to 

controversy (v. 14).  

a. One who is false to the truth will be marked by a bitter and contentious jealousy arising from 

selfish ambition. 

b. Jealousy leads to strife and cannot co-exist with the meekness of wisdom. 

c. These heart issues reveal a wisdom not from God nor accompanied by Holy-Spirit power; 

therefore, they must not be the objects of boasting.  

2. One can identify the true source of the spirit of superiority by observing the consequences of the 

controversy (v. 16).  

a. There will be disorder, unrest, and rebellion in the assemblies. 

b. This tension and commotion will result in every vile practice—gossip, slander, false accusations, 

malice, unloving attitudes, divisions in the body, and disobedience to the disciplines of holiness. 

III. Worldly Wisdom  

The wisdom by which such teachers operate is not from heaven but is characterized by three things: 

1. It is earthly, not heavenly. 

a. It springs from earthly principles, acts on earthly motives, and serves earthly purposes. 

b. It cannot see beyond this realm and this age (Phil. 3:19).  

2. It is sensual, not spiritual. 

a. The word is literally soulish (1 Cor. 2:14; Jude 19). 

b. It refers to one who has not been born from above (John 3:3-5).  

3. It is demonic, not godly. 

a. The devil is a slanderer who operates in anger and hates righteousness. 

b. This wisdom seeks to create uneasiness and to cause harm.  

We need to examine our own hearts prayerfully as to our desires and motives.  

Are we operating on the wisdom that comes from God through Christ by the Holy Spirit? Jesus is the 

Wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24). 

Are any of our broken relationships owing to our failure to use our tongues in a spiritual and 

reasonable manner?  


