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I. THE DAY OF PENTECOST 

John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus Christ, proclaimed: “After me will come one more
powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize
you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:7-8).

This great work of the Messiah was accomplished on the day of Pentecost. As he was about to go
back to his Father, Jesus had instructed his disciples to wait in Jerusalem. He told them, “For
John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5).

Ten days later the event took place. It was the first day of the feast of Pentecost, the ancient
Jewish celebration of the first-fruits of the wheat harvest (Exodus 34:22). It was Sunday. Exactly
seven weeks ago Jesus had risen from the dead.

Out of the stillness came the sound of a violent windstorm. Wondrous signs appeared, and the
Holy Spirit came in all his fullness.

From that day forward the Church would never be the same again. The timid, powerless
followers of Jesus were transformed. The Holy Spirit filled them, and they became bold and
powerful witnesses of Jesus Christ. So compelling was the testimony of the Church to the Lord
Jesus after Pentecost that the whole course of world civilization was changed.

This earth-shaking event is part of the heritage of all believers. It is one part of a chain of events
that had to occur for salvation to be accomplished.

Pentecost is just as much a part of the saving activity of Jesus Christ as is his crucifixion and
resurrection. The fact is, Pentecost is a fruit of what happened at Calvary and the empty tomb.
Had Jesus not been crucified and had he not been raised from the dead, there could have been no
Pentecost (Richard Birch Gaffin, Jr., Redemption and Resurrection (A Study in Pauline
Soteriology), (Philadelphia, 1969)).

Following the outpouring of the Holy Spirit with the accompanying signs and wonders, the
Apostle Peter rose to explain the meaning of the event. He surveyed a number of passages from
the Old Testament, showing how this event was part of a chain of events, each of which was
foretold and each of which was involved in the work of the long-awaited Son of David, the
Messiah (Joel 2:28-32; Psalm 16:8-11; Psalm 132:11; Psalm 110:1). In so doing, Peter followed
the pattern of Jesus’ own statements.

Jesus summarized the Old Testament prophecies about himself on several occasions. On the road



to Emmaus, he talked with two disciples who could not understand the crucifixion:

“He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ And
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself.” (Luke 24:25-27)

The glorious reign of Christ could not begin until he had first suffered. The crucifixion was an
absolute prerequisite to the kingly rule.

Looking more specifically at Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, one finds him proclaiming:

“God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of
God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now
see and hear.” (Acts 2:32-33)

Peter speaks of the exalted, reigning Christ as “having received the promise of the Holy Spirit.”
This promise was not for Jesus himself. The Spirit in all his fullness had been poured out on
Jesus at the time of his baptism (Matthew 3:16 and John 3:34). The promise here is the promise
for believers, the promise that the whole Church might have the gift of the Holy Spirit.

II. THE BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT AND THE GLORIFICATION OF JESUS

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is directly tied to the glorification of Jesus Christ:

“On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If a man is
thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams
of living water will flow from within him.’ By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus
had not yet been glorified.” (John 7:37-39)

Does John mean that the Holy Spirit was not active in the lives of people prior to the glorification
of Christ? No, for even a casual reading of the Old Testament reveals that the Holy Spirit was
very active.

He, with the Father and the Son, created the universe (Genesis 1:2). He indwelt the prophets (1
Peter 1:11) and guided them in the writing of the Scriptures (2 Peter 1:20-21). Over and over
again one reads of the Spirit coming upon Old Testament saints and filling and equipping them
for special tasks (Exodus 31:3).

Caution is called for in dealing with the differences and similarities between the Old Testament
and the New.

We must not flatten history and read the Bible as if it did not have two Testaments. Nor must we,
on the other hand, so divide those Testaments that we end up with the false notion that God has



used separate plans of salvation in different ages.

The saving effects of Calvary, including not only forgiveness, but also the work of the Holy
Spirit, flow back in time as well as forward. There is but one way of salvation for all peoples in
all ages, and Paul shows this in the book of Romans (especially chapter 4). God’s plan of
salvation in the New Testament is also the plan by which he saved believers under the Old
Testament.

The ancient sacrifices had no meaning in themselves; they pointed to the work of Jesus Christ on
the cross, by which alone sins are forgiven: “because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and
goats to take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4).

Having affirmed this, we must recognize that something wonderful and new did take place at
Pentecost. Otherwise, we empty John 7:39 of meaning:

“Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”

What we must affirm is that the Spirit came with greater fullness, glory and power for the whole
people of God on Pentecost than ever before. On Pentecost all God’s people were permanently
endowed with the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of the crucified, resurrected, and ascended Christ (2
Corinthians 3:18; 1 Corinthians 15:45).

III. THE BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT AND THE RESTORATION TO LIFE

In order to understand better the connection between Christ’s glorification and the coming of the
Spirit, we need to go back to the dawn of history. Soon after he was created, man forfeited
spiritual and physical life by breaking God’s covenant in the garden of Eden (Genesis 2:17;
Romans 5:12-21). And the only way that true life could be restored was when atonement was
made for the offense.

Jesus’ death paid the penalty in full, not only for Adam’s specific sin, but for all the sins of all
who ever have or ever would believer. And this atonement secured the gift of life, through the
Holy Spirit, here and hereafter, for all who are in Christ (Romans 5:12-21; 8:1-4; 1 Corinthians
15:21-22). Jesus Christ actively obeyed the law of God for believers and passively obeyed the
decree of God in dying as their substitute.

As a result of his obedience, Jesus Christ earned the gift of the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the
Holy Spirit for all believers.

Paul makes this very clear in Ephesians 4:4-13, where he expounds on the meaning of Psalm
68:18:

“But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says, ‘When
he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men.’” (Ephesians 4:7-8)



Those gifts are the work of the Holy Spirit, who equips the Church and provides it with all that it
needs to grow up into the fullness of Christ.

The work of the Spirit is the direct result of the work of Christ:

“The Holy Spirit,” is the one “whom he (God the Father) poured out on us generously through
Jesus Christ our Savior” (Titus 3:5-6).

If a person has received Jesus Christ, he has also received the Holy Spirit: “And if anyone does
not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ” (Romans 8:9).

If people have come to the Lord Jesus Christ in repentance and faith, they have been equipped
and endowed with the Holy Spirit: “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily
form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and
authority” (Colossians 2:9-10).

Some believers treat the conversion of someone who was only a nominal Christian as if it were a
second, distinct, radically different work of grace. But if people are not committed Christians, at
least to some degree, are they Christians at all? Will Jesus be a person’s Savior without also
being his Lord? (cf. James 2)

That is not to say that believers never grow cold. True Christians may grieve the Holy Spirit
(Ephesians 4:30). We may quench God’s Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19). A believer may fail to
walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16, 25). And they may fall very far short of being filled with the
Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). But if people are complete strangers to the presence and life-changing
power of the Holy Spirit, they do not need a second work of grace, they need to be converted.

Through faith, by the Holy Spirit, a person becomes part of the mystical Body of Christ. Paul in
writing to the church at Corinth, a church that had as many spiritual problems as any church in
the New Testament, could say:

“For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink” (1 Corinthians 12:13).

What Paul is teaching is that if people are Christians, they have received the baptism of the Holy
Spirit.

This is not to say that new and fresh experiences of the Holy Spirit do not occur. They do, but
they occur as developments and extensions of what believers have received in the new birth. In
that sense, many believers have known a second work of grace and even a third and fourth and on
and on. One enters the Christian life by faith. By faith we continue to draw on the strength of the
Spirit for growth in holiness.

After falling into sin or after seasons of affliction or when we are suddenly pressed to do
something very difficult or dangerous, sometimes we may experience a fresh filling with God’s



Spirit as we seek his grace. Such events can be very powerful and life-changing, and we may
have this happen to us many times in the course of our lives.

IV. THE BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD

The work of Christ is absolutely essential to the work of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit could not be
poured out on the Church in New Covenant fullness, writing God’s law on the hearts of
believers, until that covenant was secured by the death of Christ.

The Spirit could not come with resurrection power until Christ rose from the dead.

And the Spirit could not empower the people of God as ambassadors of the King in the line of
David until the Son of David sat down on his throne in heaven.

Following his death and resurrection Jesus gave the great commission to his disciples. That
commission begins with Jesus’ statement that he has now entered into his kingly authority and
that the disciples are to go because of that new authority. As his ambassadors they are to bring
the nations into submission to Christ’s kingly rule:

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age.’” (Matthew 28:18-20)

But how was the Lord Jesus going to be with his ambassadors? How would his empire be
extended? It is through the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on his people on the day of
Pentecost. Pentecost is associated with the establishment of the kingdom in Acts 1.

Still not fully comprehending the meaning of the prophecies of the Old Testament, the disciples
asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6).

It is interesting to notice Jesus’ response to their question:

“It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:7-8)

On the day of Pentecost Peter ties in the coming of the Holy Spirit with Jesus’ coronation as
David’s heir. Having dealt with Jesus’ death, Peter quotes from Psalm 16:8-11. He reminds his
audience that this prophecy of resurrection could not refer to David who wrote it, rather:

“But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of
his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ,
that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay.” (Acts 2:30-31)



Jesus Christ ascended to heaven that he might receive the power necessary to empower his
people for the spread of his empire. Psalm 110:1 states:

“The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your
feet.’”

Peter quotes this passage in Acts 2:34-35 and states that it refers to the exaltation and
glorification of Jesus Christ as David’s true heir. It is as the great King, reigning in the line of
David, that Jesus baptizes the Church with the Holy Spirit:

“Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and
has poured out what you now see and hear” (Acts 2:33).

There at the Father’s right hand Jesus Christ now reigns through his Holy Spirit until he comes
again:

“The end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed
all dominion, authority and power” (1 Corinthians 15:24).

The reign of Christ as David’s Son will be completed when we all experience resurrection from
the dead:

“For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed
is death” (1 Corinthians 15:25-26).

Then the Lord Jesus will have finished his work as Redeemer. Then he will have restored all
things to beauty and holiness, but until that point he is ruling over all things for the Church
through his Spirit (Ephesians 1:18-23).

By his Spirit he has baptized every believer into his Body. He converts rebels and turns them into
his ambassadors, equipping them with the necessary tools to carry out his kingdom by the gift of
the Holy Spirit and the gifts of that Spirit (Psalm 110:1-3).

PART TWO

I. THE LAST DAYS AND THE CHRISTIAN ERA

Even a cursory examination of the New Testament usage of the phrase, the last days, gives us to
understand that this is another way of referring to the era from the first coming until the second
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1, 2; Acts 2:16, 17; 1 Peter 1:20; 2 Timothy 3:1, 6,
8, 12, 13; 2 Peter 3:2, 3, 5; Jude 18, 19; 1 John 2:18 ff.). This era, which includes both the
lifetimes of the apostles as well as our own, is called by this phrase for several reasons.

First, the last days are the time following the Old Testament era. One of the clearest references in
this regard is Hebrews 1:1-2: “God, who at various times and in different ways spoke in time past



to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days (lit., ‘upon the end of these days.’ This is a
reference to the completion of Old Testament era) spoken to us by his Son.”

The Old Testament authors foresaw a time of fulfillment during which the grace, power and
presence of God would continually be manifested in his people in an unprecedented way. The
Old Testament writers understood that they walked under the grace of God and appreciated the
many blessings of the Old Covenant such as full forgiveness of sins, physical healing, material
prosperity, and the presence and joy of the Holy Spirit (Psalms 103:2-5; 51:11-12), but they
understood that there was much that was beyond their experience. So much greater would be the
regular manifestation of the power and presence of the Spirit of God among all of God’s people,
as over against a few, that the Old Testament era could be contrasted with the New almost as if
there were no grace, life, power or presence of the Lord there.

One has but to read Paul’s contrasts in 2 Corinthians 3:3-11 to see how the apostles understood
that they lived in the time of wonderful fulfillment. One should compare Paul’s references to the
Old Covenant as “the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone” and
“the ministry that condemns men” with his descriptions of the New Covenant as the ministry
“written . . . with the Holy Spirit . . . on tablets of human hearts” and “the ministry that brings
righteousness.” As glorious as the Old Testament was, says Paul, “it has no glory now in
comparison with the surpassing glory (of the New Testament).”

The Apostle John put it succinctly: “For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).

It was the universality of the power of the Spirit that Joel had in mind when he foretold the great
outpouring during the last days (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:1-21). The manifestation of the presence of
the Spirit would so characterize the life and worship of the New Covenant community that those
who had not experienced it would be provoked to jealousy (Romans 11:11-32).

II. THE LAST DAYS AND THE RETURN OF CHRIST

Very often the phrase the last days is used in connection with the nearness of the second coming
of Christ. But twenty-first century believers often fail to realize that all of these passages about
the Lord’s return being at hand were just as relevant to those living during the first century as
they are to us. Our Lord himself told us that he did not know when he would return, that this was
known only by the Father (Matthew 24:36).

His teaching led even the apostles themselves to believe that Jesus would return before some of
them died. In this regard John 21:22-23 is instructive:

“Jesus said to him, ‘If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow me.’ Then
this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple (the Apostle John) would not die. Yet
Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, ‘If I will that he remain till I come, what is
that to you?’”



It is obvious that while Jesus did not promise John that he would live to see the Second Coming,
he wanted him to think that he would.

While our Lord hints at the possibility that his second coming might be further off than some of
his followers thought (Matthew 24:48; 25:5, 14, 19), and Peter warns us not to be troubled by the
delay because “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2
Peter 3:8), the uniform teaching of the New Testament is that the return of Christ could have
occurred during the lifetime of the apostles. Indeed, one might almost say that the New
Testament implied that the second coming should have occurred then.

There is no teaching regarding a post-apostolic era, even in the Pastoral Epistles. This is not to
say that one should necessarily believe that the office of apostle continues on until the second
coming, but it is to say that such a question is beyond the parameters of prophetic concern for the
writers of the New Testament and would have mitigated against the expectation by which they
lived.

Even though Paul anticipated his own death before the second coming, he never abandoned the
hope that Jesus would return during his lifetime (2 Timothy 4:6, 8). The very concept that there
was going to be definable age between the time of the apostles and the second coming of Christ
would have destroyed the sense of urgency which so characterized New Testament life and
preaching.

III. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE AND APOSTOLIC EXPERIENCE

Our whole understanding of the nature of Christian life and experience is that it is fundamentally
identical to that of the first century Christians. Joel’s prophecy of the out-poured Spirit is for the
whole “last days” era. There is no hint in Peter’s Pentecost Day sermon that what had now come
to be available for everyone who called on the name of the Lord would ever cease to be fully
available for all God’s people until “the great and notable day of the Lord (Acts 2:20, 39).

While the present era is an imperfect one, it is nonetheless the time of fulfillment. Though now
we still see through a glass darkly, as over against the face-to-face experience at the second
coming (1 Corinthians 13:12; 1 John 3:2), yet we have received the down-payment of our
inheritance, the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:16; Ephesians 1:13-14).

We continually experience a foretaste of the powers of the world to come whenever we truly
worship our risen Lord in the power of his Holy Spirit (Hebrews 6:4-5; 12:22-24; 1 Corinthians
14:24-25; Galatians 3:5).

Even though we do not yet see all things under Jesus’ regal feet (Hebrews 2:8), yet we still
possess authority to tread over all the power of the Enemy: physical and mental illness, demonic
strongholds, and everything whereby Satan torments the sons of this age (Romans 16:20;
Matthew 8:16-17; 12:28-30; Luke 13:16; Hebrews 2:14-15; James 5:14 ff.).

The picture of the Church as the Body of Christ that Paul employs in his argument for the proper



use of the gift of tongues (1 Corinthians 12:1-14:40) is universal in space and time. He no more
meant that the first century Church was the Body of Christ, distinct from us, than that each
congregation was a distinct body of Christ. We, too, are the Body of Christ, the same Body of
which Paul and the believers at Corinth are a part. We partake, with them, of the same gift and
gifts of the Holy Spirit, who has baptized every believer into the Body of Christ and who declares
through his holy apostle, “The gifts and the calling of God are without repentance (Romans
11:29). The gifts of the Holy Spirit will cease when the Body of Christ reaches full maturity, but
that will not occur until after the second coming of Christ.

Even a casual reading of 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 makes it clear that the gifts of the Holy Spirit
such as tongues, prophecy, and words of knowledge will only be done away with when we see
the Lord Jesus Christ face-to-face at his second coming. Paul teaches us that these special gifts
will come to an end: “Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away (1 Corinthians
13:8).

The time for this to occur is when perfection comes: “For we know in part and we prophesy in
part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears (1 Corinthians 13:9-10).

This perfection does not refer to the completion of the New Testament canon, but to the
maturation of the body of Christ: “When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child,
I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me (1 Corinthians
13:11).

The maturation in view in verse eleven is not that of the individual, even though there are
implications for the individual: for example, the Corinthians demonstrated profound immaturity
in how they exalted certain gifts, such as tongues, above others. It is the maturation of the whole
Church in the consummation at the second coming: “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a
mirror; then we shall see-to-face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully
known (1 Corinthians 13:12).

The thought of verse twelve is parallel to Paul’s thought in such passages as Romans 8:16-25 and
Ephesians 4:11-16. It is the same as that of the 1 John 3:2:

“Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.
But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”


