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I'd like to begin today by reading our text where it is found and it is found in John 5:40, 
the words of Christ.

40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, how glorious thou art, how good thou art, how merciful, O Lord, 
how full of grace and truth thou art. Lord, as we look into ourselves, as we examine 
ourselves, we see a great divide between us and thee. Sin, our flesh, the attacks of Satan, 
the world, all these things pull at us even at this hour, Lord, and we stand in need of thee 
to bring us, O Lord, to thee. Lord, may you put us at thy feet in this hour and the hour to 
come that we may hear thy voice, not the voice of one speaking today from this pulpit but  
your voice in our soul. O Lord, may you search us, may you draw us close to thee, and 
may you be glorified in the things said as you would bring them forth in thy power for the  
glory of thee. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

"And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life." I wonder how that verse finds you 
this morning. I wonder how in an hour how it will find you. You know, professors of 
religion, professors of being a professing Christian, they do not like to hear that they are 
dead in trespasses and sins. When Jesus said these words, he said them to religious 
people. He said them to the Jews that were all around him that were angry with him, that 
hated him because he healed a man on the Sabbath day. And these Jews and these 
religious men, they believed that they were regenerated; they believed that they had life; 
and they believed that because they were circumcised, they had a mark; they believed 
that it put them in a place to judge all men; they believed that that religious rite and that 
tradition and that ceremony is what gave them the very life that they had. And then you 
come to today and you fast forward to this year and many today will fill the places of 
"worship" and they will be there professing and counting what is now modern day 
baptism and they'll say, "I was baptized therefore I have life. I have attended church all 
my life therefore I have life. My daddy brought me here, his daddy brought him there and 
his daddy brought him before that. That's where life is and we have ceremonies and we 
have doctrines and we have creeds and we have confession." But here's the thing: all men 
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will come to them. They'll come to confessions and they'll drink them down. They'll 
come to creeds, they'll come to ordinances and they'll find the very life in them but yet 
Jesus said, "You will not come to me that you might have life."

As I said when we started today, I don't know how that finds you in that seat this 
morning. I don't know how those words of Christ....I know that in my own soul when the 
Lord speaks, I know he's speaking to me and his word is timeless. And when I read words 
like this and I want to rise up and say, "Oh but, Lord, I have come to you. Let me tell you 
how I’ve come to you." And the Lord must destroy all of that, all of what I’ve done, all 
the look at my merit, all the look at the things in my life that separates me. There is 
nothing that separates me from the guy across the street except the grace of Christ, the 
grace of God.

As I said, traditions, rituals, confessions and creeds. As we look among us today, we see 
basically a full house, those who are still worshiping with us today, but we also see 
people missing and I wonder in light of the Lord's words today what is it that separates a 
man from Christ? Why is it so easy for us to believe confessions and creeds that men got 
together, men just like you and I, just like us in this room that got together around a table 
and said, "This is what the Scriptures mean." And all throughout society and all after that 
and the sad thing, dear ones, and I don't know about you as you sit in that seat but I know 
one thing the Lord has revealed to me as he has led the pastor down this journey of 
looking at what is fulfilled in the old, what is fulfilled in the new, what is for that time 
period, what is for you and I sitting here today, one of the things that has radiated to me 
that has come out so much is that the life of the Jew is something for some reason I still 
try to live it. I look at these words and the things that were in this covenant that was made 
with the Jews, whether it's following a law, whether it's obedience, whether it's 
justification by the things that I do, and all of that is found in this covenant that was done 
away with but yet something in me keeps saying, "Go back to that. Go back to that 
because that's where life is." But there is something greater in me and that's the seed of 
Christ, that's the Christ presence who says, "Shawn, there is nothing but death there. I 
have the words of eternal life. I am life."

And when I read these words, "you will not come to me, that ye might have life," I 
understand the time that he used them. I understand who he is saying them to, but they go 
a little deeper than that. As we look this morning at this verse and we look at the 
surrounding verses and we talk about things that took place in time, I ask you today as 
you sit in that seat, once again: how do the words of Christ find you today? What is it that 
hinders you from coming to Christ? What is coming to Christ? Because I know if we go 
down the street, we're going to get a much different definition than what's preached from 
this pulpit. You're going to see that the crown is put on man's head and man must do this 
and man must do this to live. That's that old, dead religion, the covenant that has passed, 
that man said, "This is how we interpret God's holy law. It's something we can keep." 
And what did they need? And it was shown throughout all of the Scriptures in the Old 
Testament there was always a need of a Mediator; there was always a need of someone to 
stand between them and God. But man rejects that. We're going to talk about why it is 
man, and when I use the terminology "man," usually it means male and female. "You will 
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not come to me, that ye might have life." That "you" is not just to the males. How does 
that find you today?

When the Lord is very gracious to me, he takes me back to the garden, not the garden of 
Gethsemane but the garden of Eden, and it's just as clear as day what took place there. 
And I don't know how that finds you as you sit in this chair today, I mean, do you often 
wonder what it would be like if you were there? If God made you like he did Adam and 
Eve? Do you often find and say, "Well, if I walked with God and I talked with God and I 
had this great relationship with God, there is no way that I would partake of that action. 
There is no way." But there were two trees: there was the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil which man when it was introduced to him lusted for, but he didn't want the tree of 
life and the tree of life sat there and it wasn't forbidden. What does that show you today? 
That your representative who was made upright, who was made after God's image, who 
was put in that garden, when sin entered into the world said, "Do you know what? I'm 
going to listen to this evil spirit. Yes, I want to be as gods. That's what I want to be like." 
But there is a tree over here with eternal life, it has life in it, but man didn't regard it.

"And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life." Many men come to this verse and 
they go, "Oh, he's complaining. The Lord is suffering and he's saying it's a lamentation. 
He's going, 'Oh, why won't you come to me?' And he's begging." That's not the case. It's a 
fact of truth in all of men, "you will not come to me, that you might have life." And that's 
my question to you today as we find ourselves in that position. Would you choose the 
tree of life? Would you choose the tree of life when given all of the enticement to choose 
the other one? And if you sit there today and you say, "Yes, I would. I would choose the 
tree of life." I would ask you why is there sin present in your life? Why is it we don't 
choose life every day? Why is it we don't walk in Christ every day with no problem with 
sin and no problem with Satan and no problem with the world or anything like that where 
we don't succumb to those things? Why? And the Lord said, "You will not come to me." 

But let's look where we, as I mentioned, we're going to just back up to 36, just in 36 to 
give us an introduction and, as I said, the Lord, he healed a man on the Sabbath day and, 
once again, it went against their creed; it went against their law; it went against their 
mentality that said, "This is what's holy. What you've done is not holy. You can't be from 
God." 

So in 36, Jesus says, "But I have greater witness than that of John." You have heard John 
come. John spoke of the Messiah to come. "I am he but I have a greater witness than that 
of John, for the works which the Father hath given me to finish," notice that, "to finish, 
the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me." Now listen, 
the Lord is saying, "Look at this. If you can come to this logically, here it is, the Father 
has sent me to finish the work that he has given me before the foundation of the world. 
You listened to John. You saw John come. John was a witness. John spoke of me."

"And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither 
heard his voice at any time." Here is the matter, dear ones, here is the issue, here's what's 
at the core. There has been no ears to hear the voice of the Father. They have not heard 
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his voice at any time, "nor seen his shape." You are looking for something that you 
cannot see. You have put all of your life and everything that you have followed in your 
life has been in a religion. How does that find us today? There are some in this room 
older than others that are in this room, there are very young children in this room, and yet 
all of us from the oldest to the youngest have some kind of tradition in our lives, some 
kind of rituals, some kind of things that we've done in our lives that we think that make 
us approved before God whether it's been baptism or maybe it's just being in here today.

But the Lord said something here, "You have neither heard his voice at any time nor seen 
his shape and you have not his word abiding in you." What is his word? What is abiding 
in you today? Do you have the seed of Christ abiding in you today? They had all of the 
Scriptures, the Old Testament Scriptures, that spoke of the Messiah to come. What word 
is he speaking about? What word is not abiding in them? They would bind them on their 
hands, they took the pieces of the Scriptures and they put them on their foreheads and 
they put them on their hands and they believed that that would save them and that all 
they'd have to do is look down at their hands and it could keep them from evil and that 
was a mark and it was a religious duty. 

And yet the Lord said, "You don't have his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, 
him ye believe not." You have no faith. Faith is not present. Faith is a gift of God.

Then he says, "Search the scriptures." You know the ones. You know the ones that you've 
had, the ones from Moses. You know the ones from David. You know all the Scriptures 
that you have. "Search them, for in them you think you have eternal life." You believe by 
reading those Scriptures and doing what you believe is every jot and tittle of the law. 
You're going to save yourself. And keep in mind that they had to compromise because 
they believed it was only an outward act, what they did in their mind wasn't a sin and the 
Lord reproved them for that. He said, "You can't hide behind that because when you think 
it, it's a sin." And they didn't like that either because if they did believe that, that means 
they had transgressed the law and they can't save themselves by what they've lived their 
whole life to save themselves by.

"Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me." I am the Lord of those Scriptures. I am the Messiah.

And then we come to our text when the Lord says to them, "You will not come to me, 
that ye might have life." And then we see in 41 and 42 what really the core of the 
problem is, don't we? "I receive not honour from men." That's tough for us. That's tough 
for the religious man today because religious man has to feel good about what he does for 
God; what he does for man; what he does to earn his way into heaven.

Two weeks ago I was walking out here as I do during the week. I walk with my head 
down and I’m usually listening to a sermon or I’m listening to the Bible being read to me 
and two people walked up on me, two young ladies in long dresses. They asked me a 
question, they said, "Can we pray for you?" And I looked at them and I said, "Why?" 
And they were startled a little bit and they said, "Well, we're missionaries." And I looked 
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at them and I asked them, "What is your mission?" And once again they were taken aback 
and the one that was more talkative said, "Well, our mission is to give you the knowledge 
of Christ." And I said, "Okay, so you're telling me that you can open up my mind and you 
can give me, you have the power to give me the knowledge of Christ and you can plant 
that in my mind and you can plant that in my heart and you can plant that in my soul?" 
And they looked at me and they said, "No, sir. We're just the instrument that God uses." 
And I asked them, I said, "Does he have to? Does he need you? Is that what your mission 
is, to save the world?" And they looked at me and they said, "Have a good day." And 
they kept walking. Why do I mention that? Man has to be a part of his salvation and the 
salvation of others. There has to be a duty. There has to be something we do to make us 
to give honor to God. Jesus said, "I receive not honour from men," and these certainly did 
not give him honor. 

And then 42 seems to be the key here. He says, "But I know you," and that's the problem, 
isn't it? The Lord knows each and every one of us in this room, our hearts right now as 
we sit here; my heart right now as I’m speaking to you. 

"But I know you, that you have not the love of God in you." And therein lies the problem. 
The people of God have the love of God in them. You say, "God is love." Yes, he is and 
it is manifested in his Son and that's what the children of God have in them, they have his 
Son and he is love and he is the reason that the child of God lives, and he is the reason 
why the child of God will come to him because he's the life.

Look back to our text. He said, "You will not come to me," so why is it that man doesn't 
come to him? I mean, they had John the Baptist he just said; they had the Scriptures; they 
had Jesus, the Messiah in front of them. But they won't come to him. Why won't man 
come to him? I have four reasons I jotted down. Because they do not believe they are 
dead and subsequently there is no need of life. Man does not believe that he's dead 
therefore he doesn't need life. The Holy Spirit must convince you that you're dead, that 
you are dead in sins and trespasses; that only the Lord is life and when you're left to 
yourself and you're left to your machinations of your mind and your hands to get you to 
heaven or to Christ or whatever it is, that it is the goal of the world, the religious world, if 
you're left to that, only the Holy Spirit convinces his children that they're insufficient for 
that and that's why this world is full of people who will not come to Christ.

That's one reason. The second one is because they think they have a righteousness of their 
own and therefore they don't need the righteousness of another. And I want you to listen 
to these things because these are the four things that get us in trouble when we believe we 
have a righteousness of our own; when that old nature rises up that we justify ourselves 
with; when we believe that we don't need the Lord breathing life into us because we can 
sustain life on our own.

The third reason is they cannot trust God, they cannot renounce the world and they can't 
live upon him. How true that is. How can man sit and say that, "I trust you, Lord." The 
churches are full of those people today. "I trust you, Lord." But what for? Like I said, 
how does this mixture of religion with man and God, how does it work? At what point 
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does man exalt himself and take over in religion and in what part does he have a back 
seat in? Because I’ve never understood this Arminianism or whatever it is, this mixture of 
the Gospel, this obedience. I've never understood how that co-pilot, co-authorship stuff 
works. At what point is one stronger than the other one? Is it just when you get in trouble 
and then you cry out to God and then God comes and helps you because you're so 
righteous over here but you only have a certain amount of righteousness? I've never 
understood that. I've lived it for a while and I’m still capable of doing that but faith is a 
gift of God. 

"By grace you are saved through faith." That is the gift of God. It's a gift of God and yet 
we keep searching the Scriptures trying to find out and trying to explain why things are. I 
rack my brains sometimes why are things the way they are? They are different than 
where they were six months ago but the Scriptures are the same. The Lord is the same. 
The Lord doesn't lie and it's very hard to the flesh to come to these things and the flesh 
won't bow. No, it won't. We are in dire need of grace.

And the last reason is because men hate Christ and that's the one we see today. They 
hated him. Why? Because he healed on the Sabbath. You know, there are times we say, 
"Oh, I could never hate Christ," but have you ever cried out in your life that you hate life? 
That you shouldn't even have been born? We just went almost through the book of Job 
and we've heard that murmuring and complaining by Job; we've heard the Lord now 
reprove him for that as we're going to the last chapter, finally. And right before we got 
there, the Lord told him something, told Job something about the two mightiest of 
enemies that we will struggle with in this life: the behemoth and the leviathan, sin and 
Satan. Sin and Satan, two things that we can't overcome without him and Job had to be 
shown that because sometimes in the things that we do, you know, we started in the book 
of Job where he made sacrifices every day for his children. He didn't know what their 
sins were but said, "Hey, maybe they've sinned against God today." You say, "Well, was 
there sin in that?" I don't know but I do know this: that every man and woman that is 
found in Christ must be humbled, must be brought to the end of themselves because we 
too will not come to him that we would have life. 

So how do we get there? I guess if I had to pick one, my favorite illustration in the word 
of God of how we come to Christ is found in David and Mephibosheth. I could read that 
because I identify with it. David standing in the place of showing grace to someone in 
Saul's family, wanted to show mercy and called Mephibosheth to come to his table. You 
see, Mephibosheth couldn't come because he was lame on his feet. He had to be carried. 
For you and I to come to Christ, it has to be in a power much greater than ours. We have 
to be carried. 2 Samuel 9:13 says, "So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat 
continually at the king's table; and was lame on both his feet." And every time he came to 
the table, he had to be brought. He had to be brought there.

Then we have the picture of the church in Song of Solomon. In chapter 2, verse 4, it says, 
"He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love." He didn't say 
he invited me to the banqueting house, he said he brought me there because you and I as 
we are in this wilderness are not going to find that table on our own. We're not going to 
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desire that table, in fact, we don't want that table because the things in this world are too 
pretty and they're too shiny and they're too alluring. But grace subdues that, subdues 
those lustful thoughts that we have and the one that is greater than we are and greater 
than Satan and greater than the world, kicks out that strong man and he brings us to his 
table to feed upon him. That's what coming to Christ is. 

You know, if I have the opportunity, I always quote Galatians 2:20 because Paul at that 
moment that the Lord opened the heavens to him and the Holy Spirit was upon him to 
write those words, I have never been able to express the life of a Christian better than he 
did in that verse. "I am crucified with Christ." I am crucified with him. Something must 
die. I must die to self, to this world, to everything around me that I may live unto Christ. 
"You will not come to me." Why? Because of self. 

Paul said, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live." I live. I live in Christ but then 
he says, "but yet not I." It's not me living. Do you identify with the Apostle Paul in those 
words? It's not me living because if it's me, I’m in trouble. "Yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me." He's the faithful one. He's the door. He's the shepherd. He's the porter. He's the one 
who brings me to himself. He in the power of the Holy Ghost. He in the Father, the 
Triune Lord is a greater, greater thing than I’ll ever be, person, I should say. And he 
subdues me in all that I am in my carnal nature.

"Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh," that I live 
right here before you today, that I stand before you, "I live by the faith of the Son of 
God." And notice he didn't say, "I live by my faith." Paul was emptied of himself and he 
said, "I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me." That was the purpose. He 
loved me enough to empty me. He loved me enough to empty me and give himself for 
me. And I said that to one of the dearest people in my life, I said it to them very recently, 
"This is good that the Lord empties you because that's how he brings you to him to be 
your all-in-all." And it's painful but this peaceable fruit of righteousness, the 
righteousness of Christ, is what the child of God is brought to exclaim and say, "Yes 
Lord, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me." It's all because of his love and 
isn't that what the Lord told us in this passage? "But I know you, that you have not the 
love of God in you. But my children do have the love of God in them." He loved them 
first. But coming to Christ is being subdued of yourself; is being convinced of the Holy 
Ghost that, yes, you are a sinner in need of salvation by one greater than you and that's 
what all of this, "you won't come to me," is because the person in here has not been 
emptied of himself, his own religions and his creeds and everything else in his mind, in 
his intellect. As I said, people think that Christ was lamenting, he was telling the absolute 
truth that lies in man. Man, you can't save yourself. You can't obey your way to heaven. 

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:30, "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus." You knew I was 
going to get it in here, that's that eternal vital union that is so important to the child of 
God to know that we were hid with him in eternity; we were found in him in eternity. 
And vital because we can't live without him. That's what vital means. Can you have life 
without the Son? And union shows us that he is in us and we are in him.
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"Of him are ye in Christ Jesus." I love that verse, how it starts out because it shows us 
how. "Of him are you in him." By him. By his power. "Who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." As I preached on that 
passage many months ago, I asked you what else do you need? It's all stored up in our 
perfect salvation which is in Christ.

Turn with me over to Matthew 16. Matthew 16 is a very humbling passage, very 
humbling passage. We'll start with 15 where he said, "He saith unto them, But whom say 
ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." Peter exclaimed, "Lord, you are the Christ, the son of the living God."

"And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and 
blood has not revealed it unto you, but my Father which is in heaven." It's not of yourself, 
Simon, it's not of you. You have been revealed this precious truth that I am the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And just when we're inclined, Peter is like, "Yes, Lord, yes, this is 
what life is. I've been revealed this." 

Then we have this what happens in 21, "From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto 
his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day." The Lord 
was preparing them. He said, "I must go away." He told them he was going to send 
another Comforter. He told them that he had to lay down his life for salvation to save his 
people from their sins. And the same Peter that rose up and said, "Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God says and he rebuked Jesus, he said, "No, that doesn't fall in line 
with my creed and my religion. You shouldn't do that. Far be that from you." Saying, "Be 
it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee." We're on one end of the spectrum 
where he says, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God," and what revealed that to 
him? A power greater than him. But then Peter is left to himself to exercise his own wit 
and his own intellectual knowledge and he looks at God and he goes, "Oh no, this can't be 
the way. You don't need to go away. Stay with us. It's better for us."

But the Lord's answer was, "he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan." 
Not that Peter was Satan, Satan got ahold of Peter. "Thou art an offence unto me: for thou 
savourest not the things," don't miss this, "thou savourest not the things that be of God, 
but those that be of men." The things. When man savors the things that be of man, it's the 
work of Satan; it's the work of an antichrist, against Christ's sufficiency.

"You savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. Then said Jesus 
unto his disciples, If any man will come after me," and praise be to God he is the will to 
do it, "let him deny himself," Luke says daily and how important that is, "and take up his 
cross," dear ones, it is a cross, this life is a cross every day, "and follow me. For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" Oh, those are some very 
piercing questions. What would you give, what would you follow, what would you desire 
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that you would lose your soul? What is so important in this life that is more important 
than the salvation that is found in Christ?

Our last segment here is that "ye might have life." Being brought to Christ is being shown 
that he is life. John 17:3, he says, "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." Eternal life is in Christ. John 14:6 
says, "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life," but that's not all, "no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me." What was our text? "You will not come to me 
that ye might have life." There is only life in Christ. He is the life giver. He holds the 
keys of life and death and may he remind us of that today. Many times in this life we 
don't come, we won't come. We stand in need of him to bring us to that table because 
we're lame on our feet. John 5:26 says, "For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he 
given to the Son to have life in himself."

Now, turn with me to 1 John as we end today in 1 John and look at chapter 5 and let's 
being in verse 9, "If we receive the witness of men," that's twice now we've had to face 
this and there is a reason for that. It is very easy for us to receive the witness of men. We 
do. We listen to those that persuade us; we listen to their arguments; we sit and we say, 
"Okay we can be persuaded by you." We follow whatever it is that we hear sometimes, 
sometimes we don't but whatever the persuasion is, whichever men we listen to. "If we 
receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater." That's the point today, that 
Christ is greater, grace is greater than our sin.

"If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of 
God which he hath testified of his Son. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself." That's the way I leave you today. Do you have that witness in 
yourself? Do you understand that the only way you will ever be brought to Christ is that 
Christ is in you and he will do all things for you? He will subdue that enemy that comes. 
Are you reliant on another? Have you been subdued to rely on another? Man doesn't like 
to be helpless.

"He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not 
God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son." 
What is that record? Here it is, "And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son." Now, I have tried as much as I can to explain what life in 
the Son is but I can't communicate that to you. I really can't. I could spend verse after 
verse and say, "This is what it is. This is what it is." But the Lord must testify to you what 
life in your soul is. Is there a greater life in you than what's in the world?

Here's the crux of the whole matter, "He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may 
believe on the name of the Son of God." John was convinced that there's only life in 
Christ. Paul was convinced that there was only life in Christ. In fact, all of the children of 
God that have ever come forth and sat one day on this earth have been convinced that 
Christ is life and they are convinced that by the Holy Spirit.

Page 9 of 10



Verse 20 will be where we end, "And we know," not like those ones that want to give you 
that knowledge and open up your head and tell you this is the knowledge we have to give 
you. It doesn't work that way. No, "we know that the Son of God is come," and I hope 
this is your testimony, "and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that 
is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ." That's where our 
security, that's where our life, that's where our all-in-all is, in our union with our Lord. 
"This is the true God, and eternal life."

Many times I’ve read the end of this book and, you know, he ends with such a beautiful 
picture of union and about what life in Christ is, then he ends with that one sentence, 
"Little children, keep yourselves from idols." It seems so out of place but it's not because 
whatever your idol is, is what keeps you from this union and John knew that. Whatever 
that idol is in tradition, whatever, whether creeds or confessions, man is barred from 
Christ by his own mind, by his own intellect, by his own desire to be as gods. You know, 
those very words that Satan used in the garden, "you could be as gods," and yet you see 
that still today. Man tries to raise up to a plateau where they are equal or not greater than 
God and yet the word of God says you must be humbled and you must be emptied and 
you must be as a little child to see the Lord's kingdom set up in your soul.

Dear heavenly Father, may you humble us in this hour and the hour to come to see thee, 
Lord, and may you bring us to thy banqueting table to partake in your life, the life you 
have in thy people for the praise and glory of thee. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
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