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Prayer:  Father, I just, again, I thank you for your grace, I thank 

you for your goodness and Lord, even though we are prone to wander, 

Lord, you are still the sovereign God who cares so deeply for us 

that you've sent us not only your Son but your word  as well.  And 

Lord, as we again open up your word, we pray for th e presence of 

your Holy Spirit, the one who makes this make sense .  Guide us into 

your word, give us the ability to understand it, an d again, to make 

it a permanent part of our lives, we pray, in Jesus ' name.  Amen. 

Well, we ended last week's message about Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego and the fiery furnace noting that King Neb uchadnezzar 

after throwing the three into that furnace, well, h e looks into the 

furnace and he finds that there are not three in th ere but four.  I 

want to expand on that fourth member in the furnace  this morning 

and what his presence there means to us.  

This is Daniel 3:16-30 .  It says:  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego 

answered and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, w e have no need 



to answer you in this matter.  If that is the case,  our God whom we 

serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he 

will deliver us from your hand, O king.  But if not , let it be 

known to you, O king, that we do not serve your god s, nor will we 

worship the gold image which you have set up."  The n Nebuchadnezzar 

was full of fury, and the expression on his face ch anged toward 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.  He spoke and com manded that they 

heat the furnace seven times more than it was usual ly heated.  And 

he commanded certain mighty men of valor who were i n his army to 

bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and cast the m into the 

burning fiery furnace.  Then these men were bound i n their coats, 

their trousers, their turbans, and their other garm ents, and were 

cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnish.  Therefore, 

because the king's command was urgent, and the furn ace exceedingly 

hot, the flame of the fire killed those men who too k up Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abed-Nego.  And these three men, Shadr ach, Meshach, 

and Abed-Nego, fell down bound into the midst of th e burning fiery 

furnace.  Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in 

haste and spoke, saying to his counselors, "Did we not cast three 

men bound into the midst of the fire?"  They answer ed and said to 

the king, "True, O king."  "Look," he answered, "I see four men 

loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they a re not hurt, and 

the form of the fourth is like the Son of God."  Th en 

Nebuchadnezzar went near the mouth of the burning f iery furnace and 
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spoke, saying, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, s ervants of the 

Most High God, come out, and come here."  Then Shad rach, Meshach, 

and Abed-Nego came from the midst of the fire.  And  the satraps, 

administrators, governors, and the king's counselor s gathered 

together, and they saw these men on whose bodies th e fire had no 

power; the hair of their head was not singed, nor w ere their 

garments affected, and the smell of fire was not on  them.  

Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, "Blessed be the God o f Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and deli vered His 

servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrat ed the king's 

word, and yielded their bodies, that they should no t serve nor 

worship any God except their own God!  Therefore I make a decree 

that any people, nation, or language which speaks a nything amiss 

against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego  shall be cut in 

pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash heap;  because there 

is no other God who can deliver like this."  Then t he king promoted 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon.   

Well, if you are looking for a happy ending, this i s a good place 

to look.  We spoke last week about the amazing cour age that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had, this is a cour age that could 

look a murderous Nebuchadnezzar right in the eye an d claim that no 

matter what he did, they had no intention whatsoeve r of bowing down 

to this idol that he had erected.  And I spoke last  time about why 
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a commitment to God's glory will never let you down  and I gave a 

very simple explanation for why that is.  It 's beca use God will 

never let you down.  God revealed something very sp ecial within 

that fiery furnace and he revealed it to someone wh o was as yet 

still a pagan but who also happened to be the most powerful man in 

the entire world.  God chose to use Nebuchadnezzar as his witness 

for the defense to those who think that God doesn't  really care for 

his own.  I mean God gave a spectacular example to Nebuchadnezzar 

of something that every single one of his children can be assured 

that when they are in the fiery furnace they, too, will receive as 

well, and that's God's presence.  God said it in th e form of a 

promise to the nation of Israel.  He said this in Isaiah 43:2, he 

said:  When you pass through the waters, I will be with yo u; and 

through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; w hen you walk 

through the fire you shall not be burned, and the f lame shall not 

consume you.  For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

your Savior.   

Now there's no doubt that that was spectacularly de monstrated in 

what happened in that fire that day.  You know, man y Bible scholars 

agree that fourth person, the one who will looked " like the Son of 

God" was actually that very person, that was the pr e incarnate 

Christ, they say.  Christ was visibly demonstrating  in front of the 

most powerful man in the world and the entire natio n of Babylon 
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that when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego literally  walked through 

a fire, he was there in that fire with them.  And w hat I want to 

say to you this morning is that if you are his chil d, you have 

God's assurance that when you go through the deepes t of waters and 

when you are in a fiery furnace, God will be there in there with 

you.  He's not going to take you around these trial s, he's not 

going to take you over them, instead he insists he' s going to take 

you through them.  

I want to give you some examples of what I mean.  W hen I say God 

promises us he will go with us when we are in the f ire and the 

flood, and I want to point out something that I thi nk we often miss 

when we see others going through that fire and floo d.  God gave us 

this visible demonstration of his presence with Sha drach, Meshach, 

and Abednego, and in essence what he did was he ope ned up the 

window of their struggle and we got to see God acti vely at work 

there.  But the fact is God's promises apply to all  of us in our 

struggles as much as it did to them.  I made the ca se time and time 

again, you don't get boiling oil grace until you're  thrown into 

boiling oil.  But there's a second part to that tru th, and that's 

this:  It 's usually only those who are thrown into the boiling oil 

receive boiling oil grace.  

What I mean by that is this:  You know, things happ en, and every 
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one of us know that bad things happen.  And usually  they are 

experienced not just by the individual but by a who le community of 

friends and family and church and others, but God, for his reasons, 

pours out his grace not on the community per se, al though he 

certainly can do that and he has done that at times , but he pours 

out his grace primarily on those who are at the cen ter of the fire.  

Those who are on the outer edges don't get the grac e that those who 

are at the center of the fire do.  And often times those who are on 

the outskirts look on those who are undergoing the trial with eyes 

and ears that don't see and don't hear what the "vi ctim" is 

experiencing.  Now I've used the term rubberneckers  before.  I 

mean, we all know what happens when there's an acci dent.  Folks who 

are driving by who were not at all involved in the accident, they 

can't help but being drawn into something bad that they see happen, 

so they tend to slow down, they crane their necks t o see what can 

be seen, hence the term "rubberneckers."  Well, God 's grace is 

poured out on those who are going through a trial a nd it's usually 

not poured out on those of us who are not directly involved, that 

is, on those of us who are rubbernecking, as well i ntentioned as we 

may be.  

Let me give you an example from scripture.  You kno w, Stephen is 

known as the church's first martyr.  This is a desc ription of what 

took place at the end of his life.  This is Acts 6:8-11 , it 
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says this, it says:  And Stephen, full of grace and power, was 

doing great wonders and signs among the people.  Th en some of those 

who belonged to the synagogue of the freedmen (as i t was called) 

and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and those from 

Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen .  But they 

could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was 

speaking.  Then they secretly instigated men who sa id, "We have 

heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and  God."   

Well, here's what's really taking place.  They brin g Stephen before 

the council and he delivers this blistering critiqu e of the 

religious establishment.  You have to understand, j ust a few 

chapters before in the book of Acts, Peter had done  the very same 

thing.  And in Peter's case, people's hearts were c ut to the quick, 

and in one day 3,000 of them repented, were baptize d, and joined 

the church.  Well, Stephen is speaking the very sam e critique and 

he's speaking it fi l led with wisdom and truth, and the result this 

time instead is a murderous rage that causes the pe ople to stone 

Stephen to death.  Acts 7:54  says this, it says:  Now when they 

heard these things they were enraged, and they grou nd their teeth 

at him.  But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed int o heaven and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right h and of God.  And 

he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the  Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God."  But they cried  out with a loud 
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voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at  him.  Then they 

cast him out of the city and stoned him.  And the w itnesses laid 

down their garments at the feet of a young man name d Saul.   

You have to understand, God had a master plan for t he church here.  

See, God's plans through Peter was to grow the chur ch.  God's plans 

through Stephen was to spread the church and to spr ead it through 

persecution.  So you could say, well, Peter gets bl essed and 

Stephen gets executed.  I mean, that's what it look s like to us 

rubberneckers who are on the outside.  What's going  on here?  But 

God didn't just throw Stephen to the wolves.  The f act is, Stephen 

did not die alone.  There in the midst of his fiery  furnace is the 

Holy Spirit, and he's opening up heaven itself, but  he's opening it 

up to Stephen's eyes alone.  Us rubberneckers don't  get to see 

this.  We get to hear the description of it.  And s o he gives him a 

vision of Christ who we all know is sitting at the right hand of 

the Father but now he gets a vision of Christ who i s standing at 

the right hand of God welcoming Stephen as a hero i nto the eternal 

kingdom.  Stephen, you see, got the grace of Christ 's presence; we 

did not.  As such, we were the rubberneckers.  You see, that's a 

principle I think you need to remember when you see  believers going 

through deep waters.  Remember God's promise in Psalm 46 , he says:  

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help  in trouble.  

Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives w ay, though the 

8



mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, thoug h its waters 

roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.   When 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego along with Stephen all received in 

their times of trouble is what God promises to give  us in our times 

of trouble, and it's his ultimate gift, it 's his pr esence.  

Now some of you are new to the church won't know wh o I'm referring 

to, but a few years ago there was a woman who went through an 

extraordinary trial that we as a church had the pri vilege of 

praying for and learning from.  You remember Christ i.  Believe it 

or not, this was six years ago that we -- I was pre aching through 

Colossians and we talked at great length about Chri sti.  She was a 

good friend of my sister's that she knew from her c hurch in 

Scottsdale, Arizona who underwent a trial, and I'l l  let her 

describe the trial that she underwent.  And as I sa id, she wrote 

this six years ago.  It should be up there.  I' ll j ust read it.  

She says this to introduce her, she says:  "We are what we 

repeatedly do.  Excellence, therefore, is not an ac t, but a habit."  

Aristotle.  She wrote:  

"Dear Ones, February 19 is the anniversary date of my first surgery 

four years ago.  When we moved to Scottsdale on Dec ember 26, 2006, 

I had a cough.  Strange for me, but I felt fine.  I  also had some 

restricted breathing but chalked that up to not eno ugh aerobic 
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exercise.  On January 12, 2007 I was admitted to th e hospital after 

spending an entire day in bed while my husband was at his new job.  

I was getting truly scared because I was there alon e with the 

children, knew no one, and could not catch my breat h.  I spent the 

whole day literally focusing on getting enough air to simply take 

another shallow breath."  Just -- she's moved here,  she's brand 

new, she's a stranger, she doesn't know anybody, sh e's in her 

apartment by herself, and this is what she's descri bing.  "When 

Doug got home, we all loaded up and went to Urgent Care.  The dear 

doctor there examined me and said I had double pneu monia and 

arranged a room for me at the full Shea Hospital.  I arrived on 

January 12th for what we assumed would be a two- or  three-day stay.  

Six days later no one could understand how someone so healthy was 

not recovering from pneumonia.  Dr. Conomos was my attending 

physician and allowed me to go home on day 6 -- wit h the 

understanding that I would return within a week for  a bronchoscopy.  

When I did that, he found that my trachea was 75 pl us percent 

blocked with a two-inch vertical mass of scar tissu e.  This 

blockage had caused the pneumonia, as my lungs were  unable to 

clear.  He said it was life threatening if mucous l odged there -- 

and sent me to Dr. Brian Trainor to consult for sur gery to remove 

it.  February 19, 2007, Dr. Trainor did my first su rgery at 

Scottsdale Osborne Hospital.  He removed half the t issue and 

inserted a trach tube."  In other words she now had  an open hole in 
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her neck.  That's what she was breathing through.  "I was 

devastated.  Doug was devastated.  The children wer e displaced, 

confused, and frightened.  Two weeks later Dr. Trai nor removed the 

other half of the scar tissue and we thought the su rgeries were 

over.  Four weeks after that, right before my 43rd birthday, doctor 

Conomos removed the trach tube.  We thought the nig htmare was over.  

Since that time, I have had 38 surgeries -- typical ly two to eight 

weeks apart, three T-tubes, two stents, 24 bronchos copies or more, 

multiple periods of silence, one for seven months, 62 scoping 

procedures, four prolonged hospital stays, a collap sed lung, 

crepititis, a skin graft taken from my left inner c heek, consistent 

coughing, choking, and inability to swallow from a few days to some 

weeks, and an emergency room visit that I should no t have lived 

through.  And it's not over yet.  Tomorrow Doug and  I fly to 

Philadelphia for surgery number seven with Dr. Sata loff and his 

team; number 39 in toto.  We arrived late Tuesday, February 15th.  

I have a scope in Dr. Sataloff's office on the 16th , and surgery on 

the 17th.  We arrive at 6:00 a.m. as always, with s urgery whenever 

they decide -- usually before noon.  We will fly ho me that evening, 

God willing."  She goes on to say:  "Sounds awful, doesn't it?  

Where is God?  What is he doing?  It has been awful  in a lot of 

ways.  Suffering usually is.  Prolonged suffering c an really  

stink.  Four years, a tracheostomy" -- that's a hol e in your 

neck -- "for almost three and a half years.  You re ally think God 
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loves you?"

Well, you know, it's one thing to have me stand up here and give 

you a theory as to how we are to trust God that he' s going to be 

with us when we're in the fire and the flood, it's another thing 

entirely to have a living flesh and blood person de monstrate how 

she experienced that in real life.  Christi educate d us by 

demonstrating the difference between being the imme diate recipient 

of God's grace and simply being an onlooker, a spir itual 

rubbernecker.  In a sense with Christi we were all spiritual 

rubberneckers.  The very same Son of God who was in  that fiery 

furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego was ri ght alongside 

Christi in the midst of her fiery trial.  But here' s the difference 

between Christi and us.  The fiery furnace didn't h appen to us.  It 

happened to her.  We didn't get the grace that God promises to give 

to all of us when our trials come, but she did.  Le t me further jog 

our memories with this letter she wrote from the ce nter, again, of 

her fiery furnace.  She writes:  

"Dear ones, these past ten days have been a new cha llenge 

altogether.  Dr. Sataloff sewed back the flap that covers the 

trachea when eating or drinking in an attempt to ke ep the scar 

tissue back."  Let me just explain.  You know when you have food go 

down the wrong pipe?  That's because there's a flap  that covers 
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that pipe.  Well, the doctor purposely opened it up  and sewed it 

back in order to allow some healing to take place.  So she had an 

open -- opening that she could not close directly i nto her lungs.  

"He said (and believed) the stitches would release in three to four 

days.  While in surgery they keep me very hydrated - so I could 

live off that alone for a couple of days.  I would then need to try 

to force some liquid down for a day or two, while t he flap 

gradually closed back to normal.  What actually hap pened is that 

the flap never closed back.  By last Sunday morning  I'd lost 

several pounds, was terribly weak and was on the ve rge of 

dehydration.  Doug was worried and so was I.  My tr achea was so 

open at the top that I cannot even swallow my own s aliva without 

choking.  It was a true dilemma."  I mean just dile mma, the word 

dilemma, try to picture what this woman is going th rough.  She 

says, "Doug took the kids to church and graciously allowed me to 

pray about what to do.  I have chronic pain due to the stitches in 

the vocal cord area, but when I try to choke down s ome liquid it 

burns at a 10 pain level.  There was also the conce rn about 

pneumonia if I tried to choke down liquids and got too much in my 

lungs that I couldn't cough out.  As I prayed that morning, God 

began to bring to mind three things.  Number one, I 've faced major 

pain like this before.  It isn't fun, but I survive d by his grace.  

Number 2, I've faced dehydration before, and the la st time I landed 

in the hospital for 5 days.  This time I truly want ed to stay out.  
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Number 3, I've been called to long fasts on fresh j uices, water and 

vegetable broths before and after the initial few d ays, began to 

feel healthier and stronger instead of depleted.  S o based on 

prayer and a promise to Doug that we would go to th e hospital if I 

felt faint again or actually did faint, I started m y plan.  I began 

having fresh juices, wheat grass juice, water and v itamin-infused 

water about every two hours.  I had to sit outside or in a bathtub 

as at least half the juice would simply drain throu gh the trach 

tube.  It was a mess and horribly painful.  It was like making 

myself drink fire every time.  But after two days I  began to feel a 

little stronger.  By day three I didn't have any sy mptoms of 

dehydration.  Today (Sunday) I'm at about fifty per cent strength 

even though I've lost quite a bit of weight and can  still only 

retain about half of what I drink.  The pain contin ues about the 

same, around a seven or eight pain level unless I'm  drinking, when 

it shoots up.  However, by God's amazing grace I ha ve adjusted to 

my current "normal" and am able to pace myself to m ake a meal, do 

some laundry, pick up the house and do some cleanin g, help the kids 

with school, schedule, et cetera, between periods o f rest.  That's 

a great improvement from three solid days in bed or  on the couch 

last weekend!  One of my favorite quotes lately has  been from 

Oswald Chambers.  He says, 'God is the Master Desig ner and will 

never shield you from the requirements of being His  son or 

daughter.'  1 Peter 4:12 says, 'Beloved, do not thi nk it strange 
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concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 

strange thing were happening to you.'  Rise to the occasion -- do 

what the trial demands of you!  It does not matter how much it 

hurts as long as it gives God the opportunity to ma nifest the life 

of Jesus in your body."  

We all know the scripture from 2 Corinthians 12:9 , God says:  My 

grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made p erfect in 

weakness.   And we saw that sufficiency, we saw that power.  But 

many of us, myself included, saw it through eyes of  unbelief.  I 

mean, nobody could be that patient.  Nobody could b e that trusting.  

Nobody could be that anxious to praise a God who ap peared to be 

just ignoring her agonies.  See, we saw that power made perfect in 

Christi's weakness and because we didn't receive th e grace, I think 

we imagined that she didn't either.  See, at the ce nter of her 

fiery furnace was Christi dealing with a unique ago ny that never 

seemed to let up, and yet somehow she was uniformly  cheerful, 

optimistic, and encouraging.  I think many of us th ought if that 

was me in her place, not a chance, there's no way I 'd be able to do 

that.  Some of you have even come up to me and said , "There's no 

way I could respond like that, no way."  I know som e of us felt 

guilty because we thought if I had been Christi, th ings would have 

turned out very differently and it would not have b een pretty at 

all.  But what God and Christi intend for us to see  is that the 
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grace he gives to those who are at the very center of the struggle 

is not at all the grace that he gives to those of u s who are 

rubbernecking on the outside.  

So before you say I could have never have done that , realize two 

very important points.  The first point is obvious,  you and I are 

not the recipients of that particular grace.  The s econd point is 

this:  Christi got that grace because she knew how to receive it, 

and it really is a matter of attitude.  You see, Go d's grace is 

always there for us when we're in that fire, when w e're in that 

flood but it's a grace that can be refused.  God wa rns us in 

Hebrews 12:15, he says:  See to it that no one fails to obtain the 

grace of God; that no "root of bitterness" springs up and causes 

trouble, and by it many become defiled.   See, Christi received all 

of that grace and she received it by fostering an a ttitude that for 

many of us is just incredibly highly counterintuiti ve.  She sought 

out evidences of grace in the midst of circumstance s that seemed to 

have none.  You know, there's a grueling bronchosco py without 

sedation became an opportunity to thank God for a f aster recovery 

time.  The horrific pain of forcing liquids down he r throat while 

sitting in a bathtub gives way to praise and thankf ulness that God 

still gives her the strength to do housework, pray,  and read 

scripture in spite of the pain.  God chooses just l ike he did with 

the apostle Paul not to remove her thorn in the fle sh, and she 
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responds just like Paul did.  2 Corinthians 12:8:  Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should le ave me.  But he 

said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my  power is made 

perfect in weakness."  Therefore I will boast all t he more gladly 

of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may r est upon me.  

You see, through Christi we got to see this same pr ocess worked out 

in real time in a real person, and what she taught us in that was 

that attitude is what makes all the difference in t he world.  

Christi had no control whatsoever over her circumst ances but she 

did have control over how she received them, and it  was her 

attitude that directly produced her gratitude and h er gratitude 

made visible the grace of God in her life.  Christi 's physical pain 

would have been no different if she was a flat out atheist.  I 

mean, having a focus on Christ doesn't make the pai n any less 

painful, but it did give her a context for her suff ering that made 

all the difference in the world, and her continued attitude of 

trust in the midst of a trial that had countless se tbacks gave her 

a platform to educate us on how that's done.  And w e also know that 

that platform extended to her husband Doug.  This i s one thing that 

he wrote.  He said this: 

"Healing or no healing, the question is do we trust  God?  Do we 

really believe that he knows what is best for us an d is involved in 
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this whole process?  I was asking myself, 'Do I rea lly believe that 

God can heal Christi in an instant if he wants to?'   That's a tough 

question for any level of faith.  I can answer very  quickly 

intellectually and theologically.  Sure he can.  Bu t the next 

logical question then becomes, 'Then why doesn't he ?'  'Doesn't he 

care?'  'Is he not hearing everyone's prayers?'  'I s it my lack of 

faith that prevents healing?'  And a dozen related questions.  But 

then I was struck with a bigger question:  'What ta kes more faith 

-- faith in believing God can heal Christi in an in stant -- or 

faith that God is stil l loving, stil l sovereign, if  he chooses not 

to -- right now, or never?'  Ah.  That is challengi ng.  But I want 

my faith to be so deep, so rooted in what I know to  be true about 

the character of God to know and believe that he is  good, he is 

loving, he is involved, and he will accomplish his perfect will.  I 

want a faith that even though I don't know where it  leads, I can 

have confidence in the one who is leading.  So we c ontinue this 

walk and we will see where it leads."

Christi, I should mention, I just talked to my sist er, she's 

completely healed today.  The only lingering she ha s from that is a 

rasp in her voice, but she's doing great.  But here 's the point.  

The question is do you know where the strength, the  power, the 

peace, and the wisdom that came from that enabled D oug and Christi 

to respond that way?  I think it's pretty evident t hat Christ was 
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right with them in the midst of their fiery trials.   You see, 

sometimes you can see Christ in the furnace just li ke 

Nebuchadnezzar did.  But sometimes you see him in w hat his grace 

produces within us when we're in the furnace.  

Now Janice and I can attest to this as well.  Today  -- actually 

today itself would have been the 30th birthday of o ur daughter 

Joanna.  She was our eighth child, and she arrived just like any 

other child arrives.  We got to the hospital with p lenty of time, 

went through the typical delivery, they put the bab y monitor on it 

and as soon as that happened we instantly saw the l ooks on the 

staff people change.  We saw this tremendous flurry  of activity, a 

whole lot of stuff happening and then the news, we hate to tell you 

and we don't know why, but the baby has died.  And then they told 

us you still have to deliver and you need your stre ngth.  Now, I 

can't begin to tell you what it is like to go from one of the 

greatest experiences there is, the birth of a child , to one of the 

worst experiences there is, the death of that child .  So we waited 

the appointed hours until labor actually went throu gh and Janice 

gave delivery to a perfectly formed, beautiful litt le girl who 

happened to be blue and dead.  And the nurses and t he staff, they 

were absolutely wonderful, they insisted, they put the baby on 

Janice and they insist that we take a whole bunch o f pictures 

because they said these experiences are so traumati c we wouldn't be 
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able to believe this was true unless we had a recor d of them.  We 

took those pictures 30 years ago.  I have yet to lo ok at them.  

Still way too painful.  But I say all of this becau se I want you to 

understand exactly what Jesus did in our lives, Jan ice and my life 

that day, and how much it mirrored what he did in N ebuchadnezzar's 

day when he walked in that fire with Shadrach, Mesh ach, and 

Abednego.  Now, obviously a situation like that cre ates chaos in 

the delivery room.  In fact I actually got into an argument with 

one of the doctors who let out his frustration by s tarting to curse 

God.  And I don't quite remember what I said but I told him, I 

said, "Look, I don't have the answer to this but I know God is 

faithful" and there's no doubt in my mind that's ex actly what God 

was.  We were ushered into a room on the other side  of the wing 

because obviously nobody wants the kind of vibe ass ociated with us 

in a place that's celebrating birth, and so Janice and I are 

sitting in this room in a state of shock.  And at s ome precise 

moment, God just chose to flood that room with his presence.  I 

mean, there was such an overwhelming palpable sense  of his presence 

that you could almost reach out and touch it.  I re member saying to 

Janice, I said, I don't -- it was such a strange, b izarre feeling, 

I said, "I've never felt this miserable and this wo nderful at the 

same time," but it was real.  And one thing I know for certain, God 

did not take us around that sorrow, and he didn't t ake us over that 

sorrow, he took us through that sorrow.  And as we went through it, 
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we felt every single bit of it but we also felt his  presence in a 

way that only we could.  Those who were not in that  room with us 

could only see our situation as rubberneckers, and that's my point. 

God publicly met Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in  the midst of a 

fiery furnace using Nebuchadnezzar as a witness to show us what he 

uniquely does when we are in the fire or the flood.   God uniquely 

meets us at the point of our deepest need, and the only way to know 

that is to go through it.  The only way to know tha t is to 

experience it.  

Now Ben and Carissa have had a pretty rough week, I  mean, this was 

not unexpected but certainly not at all without ext reme pain.  But 

one of the things that Ben really wanted me to know  and something 

that I certainly understood was how close to God he  felt in the 

midst of this pain.  You see, they were in the fire  and they were 

in the flood and one of the things that they notice d that there in 

their midst was Christ encouraging them in the mids t of their 

sorrow, encouraging them with his presence and with  his grace.  And 

again, us rubberneckers, we don't get that grace.  And each 

situation is unique because we're all unique, but G od was speaking 

to Ben and Carissa on a whole bunch of different le vels throughout 

this period in many different ways.  

And one of the hospice nurses was a gal named Erin and she was 
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struggling with her Christianity, it was not yet re al, and she told 

Ben that she was blown away by the peace that perme ated his 

household.  That peace got her to thinking, because  Erin said that 

so often in these circumstances at times like this people are at 

each other's throats because of the extreme pressur e that they're 

under.  She could -- she said that she could sense the peace of God 

permeating the entire household; even as a rubberne cker she was 

feeling the presence of Jesus.  But she had another  interesting 

marker that showed that Christ was there with her a s well.  Shane 

died on Sunday, last Sunday, and so Erin decided to  take that 

Monday off because she just wanted to process every thing that had 

taken place because she had really grown to love th e family, she 

had grown to love Shane, and she was struggling whe re does God fit 

in all of this?  So she decided to take a walk and look for a sign 

from God, some kind of sign that God was really the re really in 

this.  And so she felt led to go to the old track t hat Shane used 

to compete on even though it was a 25-minute ride a nd it was 

pouring rain.  This is the track that Shane -- that  we went down to 

visit Shane for his last race a couple of weeks ago .  It's actually 

not a track, it's actually a park and it's got a lo ng walk thru 

that people race through.  But when she got there, she saw 

obviously the parking lot is completely empty becau se it was 

pouring rain.  She just started walking asking God for some kind of 

a sign.  And she said to Ben, I don't know, a deer,  a bird, 

22



something, just show me something, something that m eans that you're 

there, that you're part of this.  And she said even  though it was 

raining, there were trees that had leafed out and t here was kind of 

a canopy and the rain was keeping everybody away so  she could kind 

of wander alone with her thoughts because no one wa s there.  So she 

said as she's walking by herself down the pathway j ust thinking 

about Shane, suddenly a racer blows right past her pushing an empty 

racer's trike, very same kind of device that Shane had when he used 

to race.  There's nobody there at all, it 's complet ely deserted and 

suddenly this racer appears out of nowhere and blas ts right past 

her.  And so she saw that as a sign from God, that he was right 

there with her as he had been with Shane and with t he whole family.  

And so she came back and she's sharing this story w ith Carissa.  

Carissa had been texting her friend Dave who was th e one who 

actually started Shane on these races, the one who started Athletes 

Serving Athletes, and Dave went on to tell her that  that very same 

Monday he, too, was in a funk over Shane's death, a nd he realized 

he had not been out with the trike for months and h e, too, felt led 

to go to the very same trail.  He figured it was po uring rain, 

there's not going to be anybody there so I can go f or one last run 

with Shane.  So there were only two people on that trail that 

Monday, neither of them had ever met, neither of th em had any idea 

why they were drawn to that rain-soaked spot.  Now,  when Erin told 

Carissa about this guy with an empty trike passing her by, she 

23



remembered Dave telling her that he was drawn to on e last race at 

the track which was empty except for one lone girl walking.  

Neither of them of ever met each other, neither of them even knew 

each other.  They had no idea that God had arranged  that meeting.  

Coincidence?  I think not.  And whether it 's the fi ery furnace or a 

bathtub or a hospital room or even on an abandoned trail, when you 

are in the fire, when you are in the flood, God wil l meet you 

there.  

This is what I'm trying to say.  I'm trying to say God is true.  

I'm trying to tell you God is faithful, that what h e says he will 

do, he will do.  And the reason why Nebuchadnezzar stared into that 

furnace and saw a fourth person was because God wan ted to let him 

know and through him let every one of us know that there would 

never be a fire or a flood where we would be alone.   

Now, as I mentioned before, Ben had asked me a few months 

beforehand to build him a cremation box for Shane's  ashes.  They 

wanted the box to say but one thing on it, they jus t wanted just 

right on the top "John 10:10."  John 10:10 , the verse means:  "The 

thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they 

may have life and have it abundantly."   See, they knew that Shane's 

life was a testimony to the truth of that verse.  I  mean, 

Duchenne's Muscular Dystrophy was the enemy's tool that he used to 
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try to steal, try to kill, try to destroy, and by t he grace of God 

Shane understood that.  But he also understood that  every single 

bit of life on this planet is a battle.  I say it o ver and over 

again, we are in a proxy war, there's a war between  two great 

kingdoms, the kingdom of light and the kingdom of d arkness, and we 

are the ones who are here in the middle engaged in the battle.  

Jesus Christ left heaven as very God to become one of us and one 

with us, to live out his life unlike any life that was ever lived 

before and that is to live it out perfectly.  And h aving done that, 

he laid down on a cross as payment for your sin and  my sin and 

Shane understood that and by faith he accepted that  sacrifice of 

Christ.  He also understood that Christ alone could  give him the 

means of living an abundant life even though the en emy he knew was 

constantly trying to steal, kill, and destroy.  Sha ne did that by 

focusing on the kingdom first and his struggles at life second.  

His obituary said this:  "Shane shared that he was grateful for the 

'gift' of DMD because it led him to opportunities a nd encounters 

that he may never have had without it.  His 24 year s were full of 

good and hard but Shane chose to live them as full as he could."  I 

don't know a better five-word description of what l ife lived for 

the kingdom consists of.  It 's a life full of good and hard.  Ben 

and Carissa would be the very first ones to tell yo u that God was 

fully there for both of those.  And whether it 's Sh adrach, Meshach 

or Abednego or Stephen or Christi or Shane or Janic e and myself, we 
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can all testify to the truth of God's word and that  fourth person 

who was in that furnace that day.  When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers,  they shall not 

overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall  not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you.  For I am the LORD your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.   Let's pray.  

Father, I thank you for the grace that you give, I thank you for 

the faithfulness of your love for us, I thank you t hat each and 

every one of us can trust whether it 's fire or floo d, that you will 

be there with us.  I just continue to pray for Ben and Carissa, I 

continue to pray for the celebration to take place next week of 

your faithfulness to him and your faithfulness to t hem, and I pray 

this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  
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