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Introduction 

1. The Ambiguity of Eschatological References 

2. The Purpose of Revelation (1:1–3)  

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things 

that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 

who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that 

he saw. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 

those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.”  

3. Enough Information to Trust God 

4. An Overlooked Factor—the Unseen Realm (Col. 1:16, compare with Eph. 6:12) 

Jesus created all things good and righteous. What happened to these powers that Paul tells 

us that we are wrestling against, these evil forces of darkness? A comic rebellion 

occurred in the angelic order before the creation of Adam and Eve. That is what this final 

war is all about. 

I. The Thousand Years  

1. The Serpent’s Rebellion  

What began in Genesis is now being concluded in the Revelation.  

Revelation 20 is the short history of this spiritual conflict from the first appearing of Christ 

(to fulfill the promise of Genesis 3:15) to the second coming of Christ (to restore all 

things in a new creation). 

2. Plundering the Strong Man’s House  

“This gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony 

to all nations, and then the end will come” (Matt. 24:14). 

3. The Lord’s Portion 

“When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, he 

fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God. But the Lord’s 

portion is his people” (Deut. 32:8–9). 

4. Breaking the Rebellion Once and For All 

The Sovereign One has announced an unstoppable decree: “I have set my King on Zion, my 

holy hill.” His king has authority to “break [the rebel powers] with a rod of iron and dash 

them in pieces like a potter’s vessel” (Psa. 2; see Rev. 12:5; 19:15).  

II. Supernatural Conflict  

1. Gog and Magog, the Final Enemy  

We should look to Jewish and other ancient sources for how they read these prophetic texts.  

They saw the texts as depicting supernatural conflict.  



The binding of Satan in the abyss and the connection to the Titans of Greek mythology 

Two Jerusalems  

2 Armageddon, the Final Battlefield  

Three passages in Revelation (16:12–16; 19:11–19; 20:7–10) document this final battle. 

Revelation 16:16 shows the final battle at a place that in the Hebrew language is call 

Armageddon. Is the battle of Armageddon to be fought on the plain of Meggido (Zech. 12:9–

11)? The Revelation uses real places and people to represent end-time events that are not the 

actual people and places named. 

 Gog and Magog represent all the evil nations in rebellion against God. 

 Armageddon represents Mount Zion, the beautiful city and the camp of the saints—the 

church of Jesus Christ.  

3. The Second Coming, the Final Victory  

Revelation 19:11ff pictures Jesus’ coming on a white horse with His angel armies to quell 

this rebellion forever (see Matt 25:31; 1 Thess. 3:13; 2 Thess. 1:7, and Jude 14, 15). 

Let that day come quickly!  

Application  

Do you understand that when the final rebellion is quelled, Jesus is going to make His people 

(you included) co-rulers over this unseen world? 

“Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on 

his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel’” (Matt. 19:28). 

Paul told the Corinthians, “Do you not know that we are to judge angels?” (1 Cor. 6:3). 

“The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered 

and sat down with my Father on his throne” (Rev. 3:21). 

“The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority 

over the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in 

pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father. And I will give him the 

morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches’” (Rev. 

2:26–28). 

How is your present spiritual life preparing you for this task?  


