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GALATIANS 4:4-5 
 
Galatians chapter 4.  We’ll read verses 1 to 7 tonight.  We’ll look particularly at verses 4 and 5.  
Before the reading, I’ll pray.  Please do join me in prayer. 
 
Our Father in heaven, as it says in your word, All flesh is grass and all its beauty is like the 
flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it.  
Surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will 
stand forever.  We ask that you would speak to us from your word today.  We ask that it would 
be our food and our very life.  Give us ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to obey.  We ask in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
Reading Galatians 4, verses 1 to 7, looking particularly tonight at verses 4 and 5: 
 
“1 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the 
owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In 
the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the 
world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 
God.”  Amen. 
 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 
law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”  It 
would seem to us that God doesn’t get His timing right.  It would seem to us that we know better.  
We would like to think that we know better how to run the world, we know better how to run a 
church, we know better how to run our own lives.  We know better.   
 
And people often ask questions, disrespectful questions, whether the people asking them realize 
it or not.  I heard one during the week, and the question was, “If God wanted to save people, to 
bring them to heaven and eternal life, why didn’t He just create people in heaven, living 
eternally?”   
 
I think it is Augustine in his book called The Confessions—which is basically the narrative and 
testimony of his conversion—in The Confessions, he gives an answer to a question.  He doesn’t 
actually claim that he himself said it; he claims that he’d heard another teacher give this answer.  
The question that was asked by a student to his teacher was, “What was God doing before He 
created the earth?”  And the teacher gave the answer, “Before He created the earth, He created 
hell for people who ask questions like that.”   
 
God does things in His own time, according to His own plan.  God has never done anything at 
the wrong time.  God has never done anything late, He’s never done anything early.  All of time, 
all of creation, all of providence, every single thing that happens is happening according to His 
ordained will.   
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The ultimate answer to the question of, Why has God done anything? is simply this: Whatever 
God has done in the realm of creation, He has done it to reveal His glory to all of humanity.  
That’s why.  That’s why there was a right time or a fullness of time for His Son to come forth.  
That’s why He created the earth with a garden in it.  He created mankind to bear His image.   
 
That’s why He created angels.  That’s why among those created angels were going to sin.  And 
He knew, even as He created them, that He was setting in train this course of events.  He knew 
that He was creating an angel called Lucifer, who was going to fall into sin, and yet He created 
that angel.  He knew that one-third, roughly, apparently—Scripture seems to indicate that in the 
book of Revelation—He knew that one-third of those created angels were going to follow 
Lucifer into sin.  He knew that Lucifer would become Satan the serpent, who would tempt Eve in 
the garden and who would lead humanity into sin.  And He knew that the wages of sin were 
death.  And He knew that through the sin of that first Adam that death would come to all.   
 
God knew all of those things.  He planned them.  Nothing has happened that God did not plan.  
Don’t ever think that there’s such a thing as a cosmic accident, or a holy oversight.  No!  At the 
time that God planned it, in the way that God planned it, Satan fell, and in the way that God 
planned it, he as the serpent tempted Eve, and through Eve, Adam, in that garden.   
 
God planned all of these things.  They happened in time, according to His plan, for the ultimate  
purpose of the revealing of His glory.  There was someone here this morning who was asking me 
why had God taken her best friend in death—in this last week.  Now the only answer that I could 
give her, and I was as gentle as I know how to be, but in the end, I said, “Look, I can’t tell you 
anything other than God does all things to His glory; and ultimately, in heaven, in eternity, then 
we will see how He did these things to His glory.  Things will be revealed to us that we at this 
time do not understand.”  And that was the only answer I could give the lady. 
 
Verse 4 says, “But when the fullness of time had come”—when the right time had come, when 
God’s foreordained plan was coming to fulfillment—“When the fullness of time had come, God 
sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law.”  Just that one verse alone has so much in 
it.  That one verse alone tell us so much.  Think about it.  “But when the fullness of time had 
come.”  So we know that God had a plan; we know that God was doing things according to His 
will, according to His foreordained providence.  We know that God had a plan.  At the right 
time, not at the wrong time, at the right time, God sent forth His Son.   
 
Now I want you to stop and think about that.  God sent forth His Son.  We say these things and 
we think these things often.  We take them for granted.  But just that little statement—there’s a 
lot in there.  There’s a lot of theology there.  There’s a heresy, an age-old heresy, in latter days 
it’s been called Socinianism.  The basic false teaching of Socinianism is that Jesus did not exist 
until He was born; that before Jesus was born, there was no Jesus.  The idea of the eternal Holy 
Trinity—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, from all time, for all time—is a 
mistaken idea.   
 
But look at the word here that’s used: “God sent forth His Son.”  If you’re sending something, 
you have it before you send it.  If you’re sending something, it’s there before it’s sent.  God sent 
forth His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, His eternally begotten Son.   
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Jesus came forth from fellowship with the Father.  God was never lonely—another false 
teaching: God created mankind because He was lonely.  Forget it!  God’s never been lonely.  
He’s never been lonely.  He has been perfectly happy, in perfect love, joy, and fellowship 
amongst the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, outside of the very idea of time.   
 
God is perfectly, completely, and utterly happy in and of Himself, because there is nothing 
higher than Himself.  There is nothing for Him to conceive that is greater than Himself.  He 
knows Himself and He knows Himself in the fullness of satisfaction.  He knows that He is God 
and He knows that He is good and only good.  He is perfectly happy in and of Himself.  He is 
perfectly happy as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
 
He did not need to create; He did not need to create humanity.  He chose to do so.  He chose to 
create.  He chose that there would be a creation.  He chose that within that creation there would 
be people, people who were sentient beings, people who bore the image of God, people who 
could receive love from God and who could know Him and who could glorify Him.   
 
Do you wonder why the universe is so great that we can scarcely conceive of this universe?  
Because that’s a big enough stage for God to start to reveal His glory.  That’s the purpose of 
creation—that God could reveal His glory to His created people.  In the fullness of time, God 
sent forth His Son into that creation.  In John chapter 1, remember the line, “The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us.”   
 
Let’s have a look at John chapter 1.  Look at what John tells us about this Son who was sent 
forth.  Starting at verse 1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God.”  So 
first of all, we have John, a Jew, strictly a monotheist.  That means he believes only in one God.  
John had been raised in the Jewish religion.  The Shema, the call to worship of the Jewish 
religion, from Deuteronomy: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”   
 
But what has John said here?  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God.”  So 
stop there.  God is not alone.  There is someone who is with God.  But then he says, “and the 
Word was God.”  He’s immediately called more than one person “God” .  You’ve got John, this 
strict monotheistic Jew who believes that there is only one God, only one God, and in the first 
line of the first verse of his gospel, he calls two people “God”.  There was God, there was the 
Word that was with God, and the Word that was with God was God.  So you see, God’s not 
alone.  God’s not lacking company.  He’s not lacking in fellowship.   
 
“2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  Move down to verse 9: “9 The true 
light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his 
own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  
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So this Son, sent forth at just the right time; this Son, who came forth as a baby, bearing true 
human flesh; this Son is the Word who always was with God.  Indeed, this Word is God.  This 
Son, sent forth, took upon Himself “flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  How could the infinite and eternal 
God show forth His infinite and eternal glory in humanity?  How could that happen?  How could 
you do that?  How could the infinite come within the finite?  How could that happen?   
 
The Son took on flesh.  He became a person, in common with His own creation.  All things were 
created through Him.  What’s revealed here, I mean, “All things were created through Him”?  
This is the Word who was with God and who was God and had always been with God and all 
things were created through Him.  And yet, He takes on flesh and becomes one of His own 
created beings?  One of His own created people?  Could you believe that?  Could you believe it?  
It’s in the Scripture.  He took on flesh.  He became Jesus Christ.  He became Jesus of Nazareth, 
son of Mary, born in the household of Joseph.   
 
Now if you turn back to our Old Testament reading that we took earlier, Isaiah chapter 9, look at 
what Isaiah says.  Now, as I say this, always remember, the critics, the biters, the nasty ones, the 
ones that want to tear down Christian doctrine—they like to say that there was no such thing as 
the Trinity in the times of the apostles.  They had no Trinity, they understood nothing.  They 
were strict monotheists.  It’s an invention of the church.  It took them three or four hundred years 
to come up with the Nicene Creed.   
 
Have a look here at what Isaiah says, chapter 9, verse 6: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given.”  A child is born.  That’s a human child.  “To us a child is born.”  But then that divine 
child is the Son who is given.  There’s a child born of the flesh, but a Son is given.  Whose son?  
God’s own Son.   
 
Look at the names that He’s called.  “The government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called”—now every one of these names is blasphemous unless this Son is God.  Every 
one of these names is a blasphemy unless Jesus is God—“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  All of these names are divine.  All of these titles bear 
divine consequence.  You don’t call someone God who is not God.  You don’t promise a son to 
be given who is Mighty God if He is not Mighty God.   
 
God’s own prophet Isaiah said these things.  Now if they’re not true, God is a liar, so they must 
be true, because God is no liar.  God cannot lie.  God is true.  When Jesus said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life,” He’s speaking of His divine nature, as God the Son of God.  He was the 
embodiment of truth.  God says here that this Son is to be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there 
will be no end.” 
 
“Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  This is the One that God sent forth.  He sent 
forth Himself in the person of His Son.  Jesus said, “I and the Father are one.”  You can spend 
your whole life trying to understand the Trinity.  It’s a good thing to try and understand that there 
be three and that the three be one.  God—One in essence, three in person.  God—One is essence, 
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three in subsistence.  The God who is one; the God who is three.  What does Trinity mean?  It’s a 
compacting of two terms—“tri” for three, “unity” for one.  Tri-unity.  Trinity, we say.  That God 
who is three, that God who is one, reveals Himself in the person of His Son, sent forth.   
 
But look at what it says next in Galatians chapter 4: “born of woman.”  Born of woman.  Now 
why would it say that?  Born of woman.  What’s the importance of that?  I mean, first of all, has 
any human being ever been born who was not born of a woman?  The answer is obviously, No.  
Adam was a direct creation.  He was not born of a woman.  Eve was created from Adam.  She 
was not born of a woman.  But since then, there’s no person who’s walked this earth who was 
not born of woman.   
 
So why indeed does Paul particularly specify that this one who came forth God was born of 
woman?  If we know our Scripture, we know the answer already, but if you don’t, we better look 
at Genesis chapter 3.  Genesis chapter 3, we’re looking at the garden, we’re looking at the fall of 
all humanity.  And after they have fallen, God came and He judged them for listening to the 
serpent, not to God.   
 
What does God say when He judges the serpent?  What does God say when He judges Satan?  
Genesis 3:14: “14 The LORD God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed are you 
above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you 
shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.’” 
 
Can you imagine Adam and Eve?  They’re there, they know that judgment is coming.  They 
know that they’ve sinned.  They know that this serpent has deceived them.  They know that 
disaster has happened, that their fellowship with God is no longer perfect as it once was.  Why 
were they hiding behind trees and trying to cover themselves in fig leaves?  They knew all of 
these things.  They knew that they had sinned.   
 
God passes judgment upon the serpent, and what does He say about the woman?  “I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel”—between your offspring and her offspring.  So 
there’s a general offspring promised.  The word there is both plural and singular.  It’s a bit like 
that idea of “seed” that we’ve talked about before.   
 
He’s saying that there will be children of Satan and there will be children of the woman.  But 
then, look what He does where He speaks of the bruising—single, particular.  He shall bruise 
your head, and you shall bruise his heel.  He shall bruise your head—He shall crush Satan’s 
head.  God’ promise to Eve and to Adam was He was in the process of judging Satan and that a 
Son would be born of the woman who will crush Satan’s head.   
 
Now there’s typology here.  Do you know the concept of Old Testament types?  There are things 
that point forward and far forward, and the type here is the type of the church, or of the Kingdom 
of God, and I don’t mean the New Testament church, I mean the church, the gathering of the 
saints, the worshippers of God from the beginning of all humanity.  And Eve becomes the type 



 6 

of that church.  And it says that the woman will give birth to a Son, singular, and He shall bruise 
the serpent’s head. 
 
So then in Galatians, what is Paul saying when he says, “born of woman”—“born of woman”?  
You see, he’s referring, one, to the virgin birth.  Why is there such a big fuss and a big deal about 
the virgin birth?  It’s very hard to explain and define, but at least one of the reasons why Jesus 
was born of the virgin birth was simply so that it could be said without argument that He is the 
Son of God—the Son of God in the flesh.  The Lord Jesus Christ is no son of any man.  He’s not 
the son of Joseph; He’s the Son of God.   
 
Now He was called the son of David.  Why?  It’s a messianic title.  He was born into the house 
of David, by genealogy through Mary.  Luke is very careful to tell us that Mary herself was of 
the house of David, of the lineage of King David.  And Joseph was of the house of David.  So 
He’s the son of David, but He’s no man’s son in terms of His origin.  He’s no man’s son in terms 
of His biological birth.  He’s the Son of God.   
 
We can say that He is the Son of God, and He’s the one born under a woman who’s going to 
bruise the head of Satan—crush, stamp upon it.  And He will suffer a bruise to the heel whilst He 
does so.  That’s speaking of death.  He’s going to die.  He died, but death could not hold Him 
down.  He could not remain dead.  He would not remain dead.  He was sinless.  And the Father 
accepted His sacrifice.  Born of a woman. 
 
Next line, “born under the law.”  Born under the law.  Why?  Born under the law—what’s that 
all about?  He had to be born under the law.  He had to.  If we are to be one with Christ, if we are 
to be unified with Christ, if we are to be one, if He is our divine relationship to God, well then 
He had to come to us, we could not go to Him.  And all of humanity is born under the law, even 
those who’ve never heard the law.  We’ve talked about this before.  All are born under the law.  
All bear evidence of God’s law, God’s law written upon their hearts.  All understand; all know.   
 
There’s no one in the world who doesn’t know what right and wrong is.  There’s no one in the 
world who wants to be robbed.  There’s no one in the world who wants to be assaulted.  There’s 
no one in the world who thinks it’s right if they suffer violence.  Nobody wants to be lied to.  
Everybody knows what dishonesty is.  Everybody knows what thievery is.  Everybody knows 
what covetousness is.  Everybody knows what adultery is.  Everybody knows.  It’s no mystery.   
 
The smallest child understands that a husband and wife that are married should be permanent.  
The smallest child understands these things.  The law is written upon our hearts.  Even if we do 
not have the written law, or even if we have not been given the Ten Commandments, even if we 
were born in a tribal society in some other part of the world—Africa, South America, 
wherever—they still have and know the moral law.  It’s still written on their hearts.   
 
And so for the Lord Jesus Christ to come into the world, for the Lord Jesus Christ to come that 
He can redeem, to come that He can bring us into fellowship with God, that He can heal 
humanity, that He can make things right again—for that to happen, He must not only come in the 
flesh, He must come as a man under the law.  As a man under the law.   
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Turn to the gospel of Luke, chapter 2.  Luke chapter 2, verse 21, just after the narrative of the 
birth of Jesus.  “And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.”  Why was He circumcised?  He 
was born under the law.  He was born into a Jewish family.  He was born under the law, from 
which He had come to redeem us.   
 
Verse 22: “22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 
“Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.”   
 
What’s Luke telling us?  That this Son, born of a woman, was born under the law, that God’s 
requirement for the righteousness of humanity could be fulfilled in the person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  He came to fulfill the demands of the law.  The problem is, we’re sinners and the law 
demands our debt.  We’re covenant-breakers and the law demands our cursedness.  We’re 
wicked and the law demands that we come under eternal judgment.  And He came under the law. 
 
So you see, when Jesus came under the law, there’s the threat—the threat of the law hanging 
over His head.  And the punishment fell upon Him that was due to us.  We’re the lawbreakers.  
We’re the ones who should have been crucified, but He was—born under the law, bearing that 
burden of debt. 
 
Verse 5 of Galatians chapter 4: “to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons.”  To redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons.  To redeem—to buy back.  To buy back.  Once again, we’ve looked at this 
before, this concept of redemption.  Our life is forfeit; we’re born dying in this world; we’re born 
sinners, the children of sinners.  Don’t ever think when you think about sin, don’t ever just think 
about the things you do, because the things you do are almost nothing, in a way.  Honestly.  It’s 
what you are.  It’s what I am.  It’s what we are.  That’s the problem.  The sin is the fruit.  The 
problem is what we are.  The problem is the wickedness that’s at the root.  The problem is our 
very nature, the way we cannot do anything right, the way we hate God, the way we refuse to 
obey.   
 
Let’s have a look at Romans chapter 3, and look at Paul’s summary statement of humanity.  Start 
reading at Romans chapter 3, verse 9:  “9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all.”  
He’s been talking about whether or not they were better off because they had the law, and he 
says, No.  Everybody had the law, whether you were a Jew or not a Jew, you had the law written 
on your heart, and you broke the law.  “For we have already charged that all, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one.’”  Not one righteous 
person in all of humanity.  No one is righteous, no not one.   
 
“11 ‘no one understands; no one seeks for God.’” No one understands; no one seeks for God.  
What does it say about humanity?  No one seeks.  There’s no such thing as a person seeking 
God.  Scripture says so.  No one understands.  No one seeks God.  If a person appears to be 
seeking God, it’s because God is seeking them.  What did Jesus say to the lady at the well?  “For 
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the Father is seeking those who worship in spirit and truth.”  God is seeking His people out from 
among the sinners of the world, out from among people like us.   
 
Nowhere does it say that humanity is seeking for God.  Humanity is seeking not to know God.  
They wish they didn’t know Him.  They wish they’d never heard of Him.  They wish they knew 
no right from wrong.  They wish that they could find any possible way to salve their conscience, 
to get rid of this awareness of God, but God’s not going away and He won’t leave people alone.   
 
I have a relative at the moment, and I can tell you that he’s so far off the rails you wonder if the 
train was ever anywhere near the rails.  He’s so far off the rails, it’s not funny.  I see the things 
that he posts on Facebook, and he’s posting this sort of angry atheist, ranting rubbish.  Here’s the 
thing that I know about this young man—he was raised in a churchgoing family.  He was raised 
under the word of the gospel.  I don’t think, I honestly don’t think, that he believes this angry 
atheist nonsense is in any way true.  I think he just hopes it’s true.  He hopes it’s true.  He hopes 
that somehow or other he can deaden his conscience, that somehow or other he can tell himself 
that he’s not really doing anything wrong, that it’s his praying mother who’s the fool, because 
he’s breaking his mother’s heart.  He hopes—he hopes, he tells himself, he wishes, he hopes that 
there is no God, he hopes that the Christianity that he grew up hearing about is not true, but I 
think in the back of his mind, there’s this voice that keeps saying, “Turn around.  Turn around.  
Repent.  Repent.  You’re on the road to hell at this moment.  Turn around.”  And he wants to kill 
it.  He’s not seeking God, he’s trying to run away from God.  He’s running after the world.  He’s 
trying to justify his sin.  No one understands.  No one seeks God. 
 
Verse 12: “‘All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not 
even one.’”  No one does good, not even one.  Is there a good person in all the world?  (Someone 
in the congregation says, “Only God.”)  Only God.  Answer, No.  No one does good, not even 
one.  Well why aren’t they doing good?  I mean, we understand that there are some things that 
are better than others.  We understand that, for example, to be a nurse and to care for the sick or 
the elderly is better than to be a thief and a robber, a petty thief breaking into people’s houses 
and stealing their valuables.  We understand that one is better than the other, that in a worldly 
sense, one is good, one is bad.  But why does Paul say, “No one does good, not even one”?  
Because nobody has a heart for God.  God judges the thoughts of the heart.  God judges the 
purity and the lack thereof of purity.  No one does good in the eyes of God because nobody does 
anything with the right motivation.   
 
See that there: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, with all your strength.”  Nobody does it.  Nobody does it.  If you want to do works 
that are good, that God will say are good and that God accepts as good, do that—do that so that 
you can come to God with a perfectly clean and clear conscience and say that “the reason I was 
doing good was for your glory, God, for your glory alone.”  And when you can say to God that 
“I’ve been doing these good works for your glory and your glory alone, and I’m completely 
disinterested regarding myself—I just love you with a consuming love, and I do things only for 
you,” well then you’ve got some works that you can show God and boast about, and God will 
say they’re good. 
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But it says here that no one does good.  Why?  Because no one loves God with all their heart, 
soul, mind, and strength.  No one has a consuming love for God.  Therefore, no one does 
anything with the right motivation, and therefore God recognizes no works as good.  Full stop.  
The only one who’s done good works is the Lord Jesus Christ.  The only one who fulfilled that 
command is Jesus.  Jesus did it.  Jesus loved the Lord His God with all His heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.  That’s why the Father loves His Son.  “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.”  That’s why His works, His works were acceptable to God, and being acceptable God, 
He was raised from the dead—the proof, the ultimate proof that He did the good works that the 
Father was seeking.  No one does good. 
 
Verse 13: “‘Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.’ ‘The venom of asps 
is under their lips.’”  What’s that all about?  It’s really very simple.  I once was asked a question, 
“Do you really believe that Adolph Hitler is punished for all eternity in the same hell as 
Gandhi?”  And the point was that they’re saying in worldly terms, Gandhi was a good man, that 
he brought freedom to India, that he led a peaceful revolution with no bloodshed.  They say, 
“Gandhi was good.  Hitler was evil.  Do you really believe that Gandhi and Hitler end up in the 
same hell?”  Answer: I’ll tell you, “Yes.  Absolutely.”  Why?  Why?  Because neither of them 
used their throat, their tongue, their lips, to lead and point people to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Neither of them used this gift of speech and words to speak God’s words.   
 
What did Gandhi and Hitler have in common?  They did not give glory to the Almighty God in 
heaven.  Everything else was just irrelevant.  They did not give glory to God.  Therefore, God 
does not see them as good.  He sees Hitler as evil and He does not see Gandhi as anything other 
than a failed human being, a man who failed to reach Him.  Gandhi does not have righteousness.  
His throat is an open grave. 
 
Anybody, anybody whose words are not the words of God from Scripture, turning people back to 
God, speaking the everlasting pure and living word of God—the person is speaking deception.  
The person is speaking hell-born lies.  Anybody, whether they go to church or not.  The venom of 
asps is under their lips.   
 
Verse 14: “‘Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.’”  Do I need to even talk about that?  I 
think the most common language used in English today is cursing.  Do I need to talk about the 
way the Lord’s name is used in this nation of ours?  Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.  
They’re not speaking the word of God.  They’re not speaking the everlasting gospel.  They’re not 
speaking the truth.  They’re not using their voices for the very purpose for which God gave them.  
He gave a Word, and He gave voice, a mouth, a tongue, lips, to speak that Word.   
 
Verse 15: “‘Their feet are swift to shed blood.’”  Their feet are swift to shed blood.  What does 
that mean?  What happened in high school when two kids got in a fight?  How many hundreds of 
kids came charging over and stood in a circle, watching, laughing, cheering?  Cheering for 
bloodshed.  Well, that’s only small-scale, isn’t it?  But isn’t it true?  Isn’t that what humanity is 
like?  Swift—running to trouble.  Running to trouble.  Can’t wait to get there, can’t wait to see 
the bad thing happen.  Look at the TV, the supposed “reality” TV that gets beamed into TVs 
every night, beamed into people’s households.  Shows about husband and wife swapping.  
People flock to it.  They can’t wait to see it.   
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Verse 16: “‘in their paths are ruin and misery.’”  And that’s the thing, isn’t it?  That’s the thing 
about this world.  Everyone’s miserable.  No one’s really happy.  “I want to do what I want to 
do, and the more that I do of what I want to do, the happier I’ll be.”  And I don’t see those people 
getting happier.  Have you ever noticed that the child whose parent sets no boundaries, that the 
child whose parent teaches them not at all—have you ever noticed that that child is always bitter 
and sour and angry?  That that child who is not being taught what is wrong is therefore not being 
taught was is right, and that child is miserable and angry, and wants everything and hates 
everything all at the same time?  And that’s humanity.  Ruin and misery.  Ruin and misery.   
 
You know, I hear people talk about the ease of divorce—no-fault divorce.  How happy things 
are, because anyone can get a divorce any time for any reason.  My wife works with children.  
Those children of those broken-up families—and most of those families were never truly united 
in marriage either; they didn’t actually solemnize a marriage bond—they’re not happy.  They’re 
not happy about the fact that Mum and Dad aren’t together.  They’re not happy about the fact 
that the house in which they’re living is not a house with their own Mum and Dad together.  
They’re miserable.  No one enjoys that.  You grow up in a dysfunctional family.  If you didn’t, 
God bless you if you didn’t, and I’m so happy for you that you haven’t had that misery.  But I’m 
telling you now, if you’ve grown up in a dysfunctional family, whether it’s alcohol or violence or 
adultery, or whatever it is, I can tell you, you’re not happy.  If there’s one thing you’re not, one 
thing you’re absolutely not, you’re not happy.  Your life is misery.  It’s misery.   
 
And that’s the way of the world.  The world wants what it wants, and it’s not happy about it.  It 
gets what it wants, and is not happy with it.  Nothing brings happiness, nothing brings peace, 
nothing brings joy, but they want more of whatever they want.  And then the only thing that 
deadens the pain is the drugs and alcohol. 
 
Verse 17: “‘and the way of peace they have not known.’  ‘There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.’”  And the way of peace they have not known.  Who knows peace in this world?  Who 
knows peace, I mean, honestly?  And when it’s speaking of peace, it’s not talking of just whether 
or not there’s a war, and it’s not talking of whether or not there’s a dispute or a conflict 
somewhere.  It’s talking about peace of soul, peace in the heart, that peace that comes from 
having a conscience that’s cleansed; that peace that comes from knowing that you’re in a right 
and proper loving relationship with the God of all creation; that peace that comes from knowing 
that you are a child of the King; that when you pray, you’re not speaking to the roof or the wall, 
you’re actually speaking to God in heaven; that you have something to look forward to for all of 
eternity.  There’s no peace in the world.   
 
I had to sit for a day in the local courthouse because I was there with somebody who had a minor 
issue.  I had to sit for a day in the local courthouse, and the parade of misery and stupidity that 
moved through that courthouse for the length of the day—drunkenness, drugs, prostitution.  
People being dragged into the legal system, again and again and again and again, multiple 
offenders—the same offense, over and over and over again, learning nothing, gaining nothing, 
just sheer utter stupidity.  No peace.  They get what they want, they realize what they want 
brings them no happiness.  They’re miserable.  But they don’t know anything else, other than 
what they wanted in the first place, so they go back for more it.   
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Verse 18.  Here’s the summary of the whole problem: “‘There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.’”  We don’t like to talk about that much these days, do we?  The fear of God.  We want to 
present the positive gospel—the good-news gospel.  Well I want to present the good-news 
gospel, too, but I’m telling you this, if you know the Lord Jesus Christ, if you know God the 
living God, you’re awestruck, and awe is fear.  You are awestruck.  You fear God.  You fear 
offending Him.  You fear being separated from Him.  You fear doing wrong—not because 
you’ve got no peace, not because you think God’s fickle and He loves you today and doesn’t 
love you tomorrow, and all that nonsense—simply because your conception of His pure holiness 
and goodness makes you fear wickedness.   
 
When you’re all dressed up, say for example you’re going to a wedding.  You’ve got your 
absolute bests on—the best of everything with your shoes polished.  You actually fear dirt.  You 
walk from the house like this, out to the car.  And if the car’s not perfectly clean, you reach out 
like this and, you know, you suck your stomach in and you get in like this, because you don’t 
want to touch anything, because you fear getting your best gear dirty.  I’ve just got to admit, I 
just don’t seem to be able to get from the house to the car without getting my best gear dirty.  But 
you fear, you fear sin.  You fear uncleanness. 
 
When you’re clean in a relationship with God, when you’ve been washed, when you’ve been 
cleaned, and when you know it—and when you know that you’ve got peace with God in an 
ongoing relationship, what you should fear is the stain of sin.  You fear the dirtiness of sin.  
Why?  Because you don’t want anything to come between you and your God.  You don’t want 
anything to cut off this fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  You fear that this thing that is so 
wonderful could be broken.   
 
Now, we sin, you know.  I wish, I really do honestly wish, that there was some perfect cure for 
the sinfulness of humanity in this world.  I really do wish, as Christians, that there was something 
we could do so that we could actually not sin.  You know, some formula, you know, the Twelve 
Steps to the victorious Christian life, be separated from sin.  I wish it was true.  I wish it could be 
done.  We’re cleansed of our sin, we’re granted victory over our sin, we should know in our life 
victory over certain sins.  You should be able to think of things that have been overcome in your 
Christian life, things that were once control and temptations that now you can stand up to, that 
you can say “No.” 
 
Of course we should have that experience in our Christian life, but you and I, we all know one 
thing.  If someone cuts me off in the traffic tomorrow, I might just sin.  It might not even just be 
“might,” I really might sin.  We all know—we know that there’s no sinless perfection in this life.  
I wish that having the fear of God would do it, but it doesn’t.  We’re still battling with indwelling 
sin.  We’re still fighting the fight against the flesh.   
 
But the reason that you’re actually fighting that fight against the flesh is that you fear, you fear to 
damage your relationship with the Lord.  You fear to offend the Lord Jesus.  God gives us 
assurance.  He absolutely wants us to be assured.  The promises of God are that He will not cast 
off His people.  He absolutely, utterly loves His people.  He will not cast us off.  He will 
persevere when we fail. 
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Look at the saints that are recorded for us in Scripture, men like Abraham and David and 
others—plenty of others—Samson, you name it, and you notice that they were all sinners.  But 
God persevered.  God persevered, and He made them persevere in faith—kept them in His will, 
kept them in His grip.  He’ll do that for us.  God absolutely wants us to know the assurance of 
salvation, to be absolutely calm and confident knowing that His love for us is an eternal love, 
that it doesn’t just fly out the window, and it doesn’t get switched off.   
 
At the same time, we are to be fearful of offending Him.  Scripture tells us, “Do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God.”  We are to be fearful of offending Him.  And there is no fear of God out 
there in the world.  Fear of judgment, by the way, is not fear of God.  They fear judgment.  
They’ll run and hide behind the trees, they’ll pick up the fig leaves, just as Adam and Eve did.  
They’ll fear judgment.  But that’s not fearing God.  That’s fearing consequences.   
 
You have to know God and, as we’ll come to a little later in a few weeks, to know God, you have 
to be known by God.  And when you know God, then you have the true fear of God.  But the 
state of all humanity, the state of people in the world is, “There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.”  No fear of God.  What’s the solution?  We know.  “God sent forth His Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were the under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons.”  Adoption as sons.  Can you imagine?  Adoption as sons.  The more 
you think about that, the more it should stun you.  It should knock us almost speechless.  
Adopted into the very family of God.  Adopted into the very household of God.  It’s a great 
relationship to have.  It’s a great relationship to have.   
 
Having been redeemed, having been purchased out of from under the slavery to sin, having been 
rescued from this state that we were in, God has done more than just set us on an even keel.  
That’s why the whole scales idea never works when you’re talking about the gospel.  God’s not 
balancing good and bad.  The scales go out the window.  It’s not that way at all.  God is claiming 
His elect for Himself.  It’s as simple as that.  And He’s adopting His people as His children into 
an eternal relationship, secure, absolutely secure, set up in the Kingdom of God for an eternal 
relationship with God in this world and in the next.   
 
We’re not just put on an even setting.  We’re actually set upon the throne of a victor.  We’re 
given victory.  We’re set upon the dais of a winner.  God doesn’t just balance the scales.  He 
throws the scales out the window and says, “This is my son.  This is my child.  This is my 
person.  You will never, ever take them from my hand.  I’ve claimed them.  Mine!”  When God 
says someone’s “Mine,” they’re His.  It’s as simple as that.  It’s as simple as that.  When God 
lays claim to a person, that person is His, without doubt, without question, without reservation.  
When God adopts someone as a son, they are adopted.   
 
Now next week we’ll move on into verse 6, and look at the sending of the Spirit.  If God has sent 
the Son to you, He has sent the Holy Spirit to you, and you cry, “Abba, Father.”  That’s next 
week.  We’re not just saved.  We’re not just saved.  We’re adopted into the family.  We’re made 
the eternal children of the Father.   
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It starts at salvation.  I mean, that’s where it all starts.  I said to a fellow during the week, because 
he was talking to me about things of the Lord and was telling me the things that he’s been 
learning, and it was all really good.  But I just asked him the question, “But just tell me one 
thing.  Have you asked God for the forgiveness of your sins?  Because that’s where it starts.  
Have you asked God for the forgiveness of your sins?”   
 
It starts there, but that’s not all it is.  Salvation is not just forgiveness.  It’s more than forgiveness.  
It’s a transformation.  It’s being taken from something that you are, which is weighed under with 
sin, filthy in the sight of God, unbearable, unholy, something you don’t want to go near.  A 
sinner is as attractive to God as a dead kangaroo is on the side of the road, and smells just as bad, 
too.  You’re transformed from that dead rotting corpse into a living son of God.  You’re granted 
eternal life.  You’re granted that heart of flesh that heeds and responds to the word of God.   
 
We’re not just saved, we’re transformed.  We’re being transformed, we have been transformed, 
we will be transformed.  That’s what the story of salvation is, or that is what it’s all about.  In the 
fullness of time, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law to reveal His glory 
in the saving of His people.  We’ll close in prayer. 
 
Father in heaven, we thank you, we praise you.  Strengthen our hearts, enlarge our minds.  
Strengthen us in the inner man that we may truly know, love, and appreciate you, that we may 
grasp these things better, more clearly.  Help us in our understanding.  We confess that we are 
frail and foolishness.  Without your help we know nothing, we are nothing.  You are God, you 
are merciful, gracious, and good.  Help us, we pray, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


