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THE RELIGIOUS NATURE OF LAW 
(SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2016) 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 2; Romans 13:1-7 

INTRODUCTION 

Does it make sense that Illinois passed a law in 2015 (HB 217) that states as a counselor and 

maybe even a pastor you cannot counsel a child to turn from homosexuality, but at the same 

time if you are a doctor you might be forced to give a referral for a woman to abort her baby? 

(SB 1564) 

Does it make sense that Harvard Law professor, Mark Tushnet, has called for liberals to make 

conservatives pay, since we have lost the culture war? 

It is not that we agree, but what we see in Illinois and in our nation is perfectly sensible if you 

understand the nature of law. 

 

For many years we have used the book Institutes of Biblical Law by R. J. Rushdoony. It is a 

massive book, 849 pages. 

Doc Bennett taught through this book for many years. I did so also for about 4 or 5 years and 

Doug now teaches this course. Many profound insights in this book that covers the relevance 

and application of the 10 Commandments. 

I have found over the years that what I think is maybe the most helpful part of this book is found 

in the second introductory section of the book entitled – The Law as Revelation and Treaty. 

Understanding the nature of God’s Law enables us also to make sense of the confusing and 

rebellious laws passed by men and nations. 

Last week we looked at the difference but also the harmony of God’s Law and Gospel, 

emphasizing that in both we see the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Stand firm under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
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All laws as we will see either recognize properly the Lordship of Jesus Christ or seek to elevate 

man to the place of God. 

What are the first recorded words of the devil in Scripture? 

“Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”  

From the very beginning of man’s history, this has been the question: 

Will we submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ or question and deny what God has revealed? 

In faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we must stand as His people representing His Law as the only 

standard for men and nations to follow and His gospel the only way of salvation. 

We will consider five basic but extremely important points on the nature of law. 

 

THE NATURE OF LAW 

In the bulletin, I have listed the five points concerning the nature of law that we will consider. 

 

First, in every culture law is religious in origin. 

Why is this the case? 

For at least two reasons. 

One, God is the first and only true lawgiver. Never did God call for His people to just figure out 

things on your own. 

Two, the law as we are using it deals with the ultimate issues of life and death, the ultimate 

concerns of a nation and culture. 

The famous Roe. v. Wade case ruled in 1973, did not start the scourge of abortion in our nation, 

but it ruled among other things that abortion in the first trimester is not something a state can 
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ban but must be left to a woman’s attending physician, but that abortion could be regulated and 

even banned in the second and third trimesters.1 

You can see how countless other laws and rulings of the Supreme Court show an attempt to 

recognize God’s order or to deny it. 

Now if you look up on the internet weird or stupid laws in our nation you can find endless laws 

that have been supposedly passed by state or city governments. 

Supposedly in Chicago it is illegal to fish while sitting on a giraffe’s neck.2 

I can’t find any original reference to when this law was passed, but numerous websites list it so I 

know it must be true. 

Discounting the laws that are really not laws, we can say that all laws – the profound and the 

absurd have a religious foundation, either reflecting God’s order or man’s quest to create his 

own reality. 

 

Second, the source of law is the god of that society. 

There are three only three choices for the source. What are these three choices? 

God, Satan, or man. 

Gen. 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden 
you may freely eat;  17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  

We might say that Satan’s role in the law making process is to encourage men and women to 

doubt God’s revealed Law and instead think that they can imagine or create their own reality. 

                                                
1 https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/410/113#writing-USSC_CR_0410_0113_ZS. This is 
found on page 164 of the ruling. 
2 http://www.dumblaws.com/laws/united-states/illinois Numerous other websites listed this, but I can’t 
say that this is actually a law. 
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One of the very significant teachings of the Greeks was the idea that man’s mind could discover 

law. Revelation was not needed. 

This we can see is simply the application of Satan’s encouragement to Eve in the Garden. 

In a nation as large and diverse as the United States, we can say we are officially polytheists. 

Some of our laws have no doubt a foundation in God’s truth. We still put on our coins, “In God 

We Trust.” 

Increasingly we see vigorous attempts to erase and deny this legacy, however imperfect it has 

been, and man the only source of law, inspired we can say by Satan. 

Last June the US Supreme Court gave a new definition for marriage. Pres. Obama and the 

Department of Justice in a similar way are giving new definitions and ideas for what it means to 

be male or female. 

Many Americans might not like this, but since we have rejected God as our source of law, do we 

have any right to be surprised or angry? 

 

This leads to our third point. 

Any change of law is an explicit or implicit change of religion. 

Any change of law will show very clearly or sometimes in a more hidden nature a change in a 

nation’s religion. 

There is still debate today about whether America was ever a Christian nation. 

The answer depends on when and where you look and the basis for determining your answer. 

Were Christians ever the majority of people in this nation? 

The Mayflower sailed with 102 passengers, half of these died in the first winter. 
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Thirty-seven of these passengers were part of the Leiden congregation, who desired to establish 

and promote the Christian religion. They were not coming just for religious freedom, but for the 

advancement of the gospel and the kingdom and glory of God. 

Thirteen servants on board the Mayflower were connected with the Leiden congregation.3 

This gives about 50 people out of 102. 

What is undeniable about these first settlers and the later Puritan settlements was the attempt to 

establish a nation based on Christian principles. 

The historian George Mardsen wrote in 1980,  

From the time of the Puritans until about the middle of the nineteenth century, 
American evangelicalism was dominated by a Calvinistic vision of a Christian culture. 
Old Testament Israel, a nation committed to God’s law, was the model for political 
institutions. Hence the Christian ideal was to introduce God’s kingdom – a New Israel – 
not only in the lives of the regenerate elect, but also by means of civil laws that would 
both restrain evil and comprehensively transform culture according to God’s will.4 

For approximately 200 years in our nation, there was a recognition at least in principle that God 

is the giver of law, that His Word is the standard for truth. 

What we can also say in summary is that for about 200 years there has been a consistent attempt 

to change laws and the religion of this nation. 

For a nation as large and diverse as ours, this attempt at times has been very successful even 

though it has taken about 200 years or so to bring about a significant change. 

The legacy barely remains, but the reality of who we are as a culture and nation reflect the 

worship of man and creation. 

We see a similar reality reflected in the book of Joshua. 

                                                
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Mayflower_passengers 
4 Cited by Gary North, Political Polytheism, 164. Citing George Marsden, Fundamentalism and 
American Culture, 86. 
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In Joshua 1:8 we read, 

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it 
day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then 
you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.   

The final chapter of Joshua gives the great sermon that he preached to the nation saying that you 

cannot serve God and pagan gods at the same time. 

Josh. 24:14   “Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and 
put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. 
Serve the LORD!  15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on 
the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as 
for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

The nation at that time said, we will serve the LORD. 

Josh. 24:24   And the people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and His 
voice we will obey!” 

And for a time they did. 

Josh. 24:31   Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders 
who outlived Joshua, who had known all the works of the LORD which He had done for 
Israel. 

 

The fourth point: No disestablishment of religion as such is possible in a society. 

What does this mean?  

A nation, a society will always have a religion. It can change from one to another, but no society 

exists without a religious foundation or without a law system which establishes what it believes 

to be truth and righteousness. 

Joshua told Israel, you will either serve the Lord or you will serve the gods which your fathers 

served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites. 
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I don’t profess to be an expert on or understand all that is taking place in Russia, but it is very 

interesting to see how in that nation at one time atheism was the official religion. Now, the 

Russian Orthodox church is not only recognized but is promoted.5 

Part of the very confusing world in which we live is to see a country like Russia, dominated by 

communism for 70 years now in some cases demonstrates more respect for God’s Word than 

our nation. 

Now, we must not be naïve to Satan’s ways. A nation or a state can have a superficial profession 

of God’s truth while denying the reality. 

There is certainly the danger that an individual faces as well as a larger culture in living in 

hypocrisy. 

 

The fifth and final point: there can be no tolerance in a law-system for another religion. 

Tolerance used to be a very common word and idea. But tolerance is not something that lasts 

very long. It is a way to introduce a new law-system which will give rise to a new intolerance. Do 

you notice how tolerance is not used as much today? Acceptance is the new push. 

This is why we should not be surprised to see people like Prof. Tushnet call for conservatives to 

be treated like defeated Nazis. 

This is why in Illinois we pass laws that restrict what some people in their professional capacity 

are allowed to say and in other cases what they must say. 

We should not be surprised! 

Saddened and troubled, without a doubt. But we should have seen this day coming for a long 

time. 

                                                
5 http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/russias-patriarch-kirill-some-human-rights-are-
heresy/563065.html 
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And let us not think that we have reached just a balance point. 

I do not make prophecies, but I think it is safe to say, we are only seeing the beginning of a new 

age of intolerance for those who will vocally defend God’s Word and the Lordship of Jesus 

Christ. 

Sadly, Christians are much to blame. 

It is not just wiley Mike Madigan in our state or Pres. Obama that we hold in scorn. 

For far too long, as Christians we have lived naïve to what is going on and inconsistently 

proclaimed the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

As Gary North has pointed out there is no religious neutrality; and there are no political 

vacuums.6 

 

CONCLUSION: 

In faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we must stand as His people representing His Law as the only 

standard for men and nations to follow and His gospel the only way of salvation. 

1. Let us seek to as best we can then to understand where we have come from and where we are 

going as a nation. 

2. We must seek to live as consistently as we can according to God’s truth if we hope to have any 

influence or witness in today’s culture. 

3. The early church had to face over 200 years of persecution. There is no way we can prepare 

that we and our children and grandchildren and ancestors for 200 years of suffering, but let us 

by God’s grace seek to prepare for the challenge that we face today. 

4. Let us never tire in our witness to the glory of the gospel message and the rule of Jesus Christ. 

                                                
6 Gary North, Political Polytheism, xi. 
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Rom. 8:37   Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved 
us.  38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor 
powers, nor things present nor things to come,  39 nor height nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

Prayer 

Hymn: 451 

 

 

 

 

Benediction –  Jude 24, 25 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the 

presence of His glory with exceeding joy,  

 To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

 


