
05-11-2014

Message:   Discerning the Lord’s Will, Part 2
TEXT:         Ephesians  5:15-17

Introduction

  A.  God has placed us in a world where we have to make hundreds and thousands of decisions every day. 
While most decisions appear to be of little consequence, others will have more impact, but regardless,
God holds us accountable for each of them.

Matthew 12:36 "But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it

in the day of judgment.

  B.  All choices, even the seemingly small ones, are opportunities to walk in regard or disregard for the Father’s 
   exalting Jesus Christ as Lord, and purposing to sum up all things under His headship.  All of our     

thousands of daily decisions express faith or a lack of faith in Christ the Lord.  So our risen Christ speaks
to us through His apostle Paul, saying ...

Ephesians 5:15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of your

time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

  C.  Last week we saw that the will of the Lord Paul speaks of is not what God has decreed to happen from all   
eternity which remains secret until it happens, but His revealed will in the Scriptures for our holiness, for 

  our living by faith in conformity to His Son, Jesus Christ, a faith by which we take hold of eternal life.

Deuteronomy 29:29  "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and

to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law . 

Acts 1:7   He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own

authority

1 Thessalonians 4:3   For this is the will of God, your sanctification (holiness); that is, that you abstain from

sexual immorality; 

  D.  We also saw that “understanding” the will of the Lord is a matter of wisdom whereby we act from the heart 
  on what we come to know Christ’s will to be.

Ephesians 5:15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of your

time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

Ephesians 6:5   Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling,

in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ;  not by way of eye service, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, 6 

doing the will of God from the heart. 

  E.  This is because God’s goal for our understanding His will is not that in this life we would have perfect     
days, perfect cars, houses, vacations, careers, but that we would be perfect and complete, holy as Christ    
is holy, conformed to the image of God’s Son.

2 Corinthians 7:1   Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh

and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

Hebrews 12:14  Pursue ... the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 

  F.  Today we want to emphasize that God teaches us to make decisions based on wisdom (versus tara cards, 
coin flips, feelings, coincidences, fleeces, etc.)



I.  Decision making is to be wisdom based.

 A.  Spiritual Wisdom: While the Bible teaches 2 facets of wisdom to be employed in our decision making     
process, spiritual and observational/common wisdom, by far the most important is spiritual wisdom.

      1.  Spiritual wisdom is those words (“things which we speak”) given to the apostles and prophets by the    
Spirit that lead us in paths of righteousness for Christ’s sake.

Colossians 1:9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask

that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you

will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and

increasing in the knowledge of God;

1 Corinthians 2:12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we

may know the things freely given to us by God,  which things we also speak, not in words taught by human 13 

wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

      2.  Decision making principle: Christ-centered holiness

Ephesians 1:4   just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and

blameless before Him. 

Ephesians 1:9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed

in Him 10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all

things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. 

Romans 8:29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His

Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 

      3.  See chart:  holiness.  Given two equally holy choices, we are free to chose whatever we wish, and know
we have God’s favor.  E.g., other than the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve were free each day to choose 
any other fruit they wished to eat.  God already gave his approval.

Genesis 2:16   The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely;

 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will17 

surely die." 

      4.  Means of guidance:  Scriptures - they teach us how to be holy as God is holy.  Seeking guidance by the    
Scriptures includes both individual reading/study/meditation, but also coming under those teachers,     
shepherds, counselors Christ raises up in the church for our instruction and equipping for holy living.

2 Timothy 3:15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the

wisdom  that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:11   And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some

as pastors and teachers,  for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of 12 

Christ;  until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 13 

(complete/perfect) man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

  B.  Observational or Common Wisdom  (use ax)

       1.  Observational or common wisdom is that which can be observed through natural revelation - through       
  what we observe taking place in creation.  This typically involves non-moral issues.

Proverbs 6:6   Go to the ant, O sluggard, Observe her ways and be wise,  which, having no chief, officer or 7

ruler,  prepares her food in the summer and gathers her provision in the harvest.  How long will you lie down, O 8  9 

sluggard? W hen will you arise from your sleep?  "A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest 10 



"--  Your poverty will come in like a vagabond and your need like an armed man.  11 

  
      2.  Decision making principle:  Expediency - what works best.

Ecclesiastes 10:10 If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then he must exert more strength. Wisdom

has the advantage of giving success.

      3.  Means of guidance:  observation, research, consultation, Providence.  Since our personal opportunities     
and experiences affording observation and research are limited, it is wise to receive advice from others.

Proverbs 1:5   A wise man will hear and increase in learning, and a man of understanding will acquire wise

counsel,

Proverbs 12:15  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens to counsel. 

Proverbs 15:22   W ithout consultation, plans are frustrated, but with many counselors they succeed. 

II.  Folly based decision making to avoid.

  A.  The Scriptures not only tells us to be careful to make wise decisions, but to be careful to avoid foolish    
decisions.

Ephesians 5:15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of your

time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

  B.  So here are some foolish ways to avoid seeking guidance from God.

      1.  Don’t let a consensus of counsel/opinion trump the commands of Scripture.

1 Chronicles 13:1  Then David consulted with the captains of the thousands and the hundreds, even with

every leader.  David said to all the assembly of Israel, "If it seems good to you, and if it is from the LORD our 2 

God, let us send everywhere to our kinsmen who remain in all the land of Israel, also to the priests and Levites

who are with them in their cities with pasture lands, that they may meet with us;  and let us bring back the ark of 3 

our God to us, for we did not seek it in the days of Saul."  Then all the assembly said that they would do so, for 4 

the thing was right in the eyes of all the people.

1 Chronicles 13:7 They carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio

drove the cart.  David and all Israel were celebrating before God with all their might, even with songs and 8 

with lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals and with trumpets.  W hen they came to the threshing floor of 9 

Chidon, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, because the oxen nearly upset it.  The anger of the LORD burned 10 

against Uzza, so He struck him down because he put out his hand to the ark; and he died there before God. 

1 Chronicles 15:13  "Because you did not carry it at the first, the LORD our God made an outburst on us, for we

did not seek Him according to the ordinance."  So the priests and the Levites consecrated themselves to 14 

bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel.  The sons of the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders 15 

with the poles thereon, as Moses had commanded according to the word of the LORD . 

      2.  Don’t play the fleece game with God.

Judges 6:36   Then Gideon said to God, "If You will deliver Israel through me, as You have spoken,  behold, I 37 

will put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground,

then I will know that You will deliver Israel through me, as You have spoken."  And it was so. W hen he arose 38 

early the next morning and squeezed the fleece, he drained the dew from the fleece, a bowl full of water.  Then 39 

Gideon said to God, "Do not let Your anger burn against me that I may speak once more; please let me make a

test once more with the fleece, let it now be dry only on the fleece, and let there be dew on all the ground."  God 40 

did so that night; for it was dry only on the fleece, and dew was on all the ground. 



      3.  Don’t try to interpret Providence, coincidences, and be careful of open (or even closed) doors.

Ecclesiastes 11:5   Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are formed in the womb of the

pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity of God who makes all things. 

Psalm 32:8  I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon

            you.  Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding, whose trappings include bit and  9 

bridle to hold them in check, otherwise they will not come near to you.

      4.  Don’t assume your feelings, intuition are infallible just because you prayed about it.

      5.  Don’t seek God’s will assuming that when we have acted wisely, circumstantial outcomes will always be  
 perfect or meet our expectations.  God’s “perfect will” is definitely that we be perfect, not necessarily     

our circumstances.

Ecclesiastes 7:14   In the day of prosperity be happy, but in the day of adversity consider-- God has made the

one as well as the other so that man will not discover anything that will be after him .  I have seen 15 

everything during my lifetime of futility; there is a righteous man who perishes in his righteousness and there is a

wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedness. 

      6.  Don’t give priority in life to seeking non-moral decisions over holiness.  Major on what’s major.

Matthew 6:31   "Do not worry then, saying, 'W hat will we eat?' or 'W hat will we drink?' or 'W hat will we wear for

clothing?'  "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 32 

things.  "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  "So 33  34 

do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

Conclusion

  A.  Since all choices, even the seemingly small ones, are opportunities to walk in regard or disregard for the
Father’s exalting Jesus Christ as Lord, and purposing to sum up all things under His headship, since all
of our thousands of daily decisions express faith or a lack of faith in Christ the Lord, since we must all
stand before the judgment seat of God to give an account to Christ ...

  B. Therefore ...

Ephesians 5:15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of

your time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

  C.  Walk in the Way of Wisdom

      1.  Pray to God to fill us with His wisdom.

      2.  In all decisions, seek first God’s righteousness - His moral will, as revealed in His Word.

      3.  Within the boundaries of His moral will, use expediency.

      4.  When faced with 2 or more opportunities that are both moral and expedient, God gives us the freedom to  
   do what is in our hearts.

      5.  Be confident of God’s favor, but not of perfect circumstantial outcomes in this life.

      6.  Entrust your soul to the sovereign care of our Creator, who works all things together for good to those    
who love Him, to all who receive His Son, Jesus Christ, as Lord.
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