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Message: The Coming (Advent) of the Messiah - Love
Text:        Luke 2:21-35

Introduction

  A.  Whether it is your own child or a baby or toddler you are watching in the nursery, you see the little one
stumble on the carpeted floor, bumping his/her head, and then wailing due to the pain and fright from the
fall.  You know there is nothing to worry about as far as any injury goes - there might be a little red welt
appearing on the forehead, but nothing serious, nothing requiring any medical attention.  Head bumps
are a rite of passage for little children.  But there he/she lay, crying inconsolably.  What do you do?  You
rush over, hold out your arms, pick him up, hug and rock him and tenderly tell him everything is alright. 
Your holding her won’t reduce the bruising, won’t make the blood clot any faster around the broken
vessels in her head, won’t numb the throbbing nerves, yet the child clings to you and wants you
to continue to cling to her.  Why?  There is comfort, consolation in being loved.  A tender example is       

 that of Rebekah, who willingly left her family, believing God was calling her to become Isaac’s wife.      
God used her to comfort Isaac after the death of his mother, and to be part of the lineage through whom   
Christ would come to us.

Genesis 24:67 Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and he took Rebekah, and she became his

wife, and he loved her; thus Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.

  B.  Even when circumstances are painful and cannot be changed, being loved can bring us comfort,       
consolation, which helps us to live through trials and not become overwhelmed by them.  There is a   
comfort and consolation that comes graciously and powerfully from God when by Spirit-empowered     
faith we rightly perceive and know we are loved and cared for by a God, who in love has predestined us   
to inherit His glory in relational union with His beloved Son. 

Ephesians 1:4 ... In love  He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 5

kind intention of His will,  to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 6

      1.  Christ’s apostle Paul appealed to this consolation of love in Christ when writing to the Philippian church. 

Philippians 2:1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is

any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,

      2.  It is this same consolation of love that the righteous believer Simeon was looking for and then received in 
   the person of God’s Messiah.  And know that God will grant all who like Simeon, live righteously by     

faith in the Lord, this same consolation of love.

Luke 2:25 And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout,

looking for the consolation (paraklasis) of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

  C.  Simeon lived at a time when Israel was hurting - deeply.  As we mentioned last week, the Roman general
Pompey in 63 BC crushed all resistance from a relatively free Israel.  The empire appointed petty kings
and later governors over the land.  Simeon had seen the ruthless, paranoid Herod the Great approved by
Rome to become king of the Jews.  Israel was in the iron grip of Rome with no earthly hope for
deliverance, and he could likely discern that Rome  was the fourth, ominous kingdom predicted by
Daniel during the Babylonian captivity.

Daniel 7:6 "After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a

bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it.  "After this I kept looking in the night visions, 7

and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It

devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet .... 



  D.  Yet Simeon also would have known through Isaiah of God’s promise of comfort for His people.

Isaiah 40:1 "Comfort, O comfort My people," says your God.  "Speak kindly to Jerusalem; and call out to her, 2

that her warfare has ended, that her iniquity has been removed, that she has received of the LORD'S hand double

for all her sins."  A voice is calling, "Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a 3

highway for our God.  "Let every valley be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; and let the rough 4

ground become a plain, and the rugged terrain a broad valley;  Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 5

and all flesh will see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

  E.  Simeon was looking for the consolation of Israel who would come in the person of the Lord Himself.

I.  2:21-24   God uses His faithful people to bring the comfort of His love in Christ to His people.

Luke 2:21 And when eight days had passed, before His circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the

name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.  And when the days for their purification 22

according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the

Lord  (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "EVERY firstborn MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL 23

BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD "),  and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the 24

Lord, "A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TW O YOUNG PIGEONS."

  A.  The obedient faith of Mary and Joseph rendered them useable by God to bring the blessing of His love and 
comfort to the objects of His love.

      1.  Their obedience to Caesar’s tax decree brought blessing to the shepherds of Bethlehem, and fulfilled
God’s Word unto His glory.

      2.  They obeyed the angelic messenger’s commend to name their child “Jesus” (Yeshua, short for Yehoshua  
  [Joshua] = “Yahweh saves” or “Yahweh is salvation.”)

      3.  They obeyed God’s law in presenting to the Lord their firstborn son.

      4. Their obedience to God’s purification laws related to child birth resulted in their rendevous with Simeon 
in fulfillment to God’s promise to him.

a.  Every firstborn male was to be presented to the Lord.

 b.  A woman was ritually unclean for the 7 days before a male child was circumcised.  She was then to 
remain away from holy things, including the temple, for another 33 days (double for a daughter).

Leviticus 12:1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  "Speak to the sons of Israel, saying: 'When a 2

woman gives birth and bears a male child, then she shall be unclean for seven days, as in the days

of her menstruation she shall be unclean.  'On the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be 3

circumcised.  'Then she shall remain in the blood of her purification for thirty-three days; she shall 4

not touch any consecrated thing, nor enter the sanctuary until the days of her purification are

completed.  'But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean for two weeks, as in her 5

menstruation; and she shall remain in the blood of her purification for sixty-six days.

 
c.  A sacrifice was to be made for Mary’s purification.  Their poverty is highlighted through the sacrifice

allowed for the poor.

Leviticus 12:6 'When the days of her purification are completed, for a son or for a daughter, she

shall bring to the priest at the doorway of the tent of meeting a one year old lamb for a burnt

offering and a young pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering.  'Then he shall offer it before the 7

LORD and make atonement for her, and she shall be cleansed from the flow of her blood. This is the law

for her who bears a child, whether a male or a female.  'But if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall 8

take two turtledoves or two young pigeons, the one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering;

and the priest shall make atonement for her, and she will be clean.'"



  B.  God used Philemon’s faithful love of the brethren to comfort Paul.

Philemon 1:7 For I have come to have much joy and comfort in your love, because the hearts of the saints have

been refreshed through you, brother.

  C.  God desires to use image bearers of Christ to mediate the comfort of His love in Christ to others.

2 Corinthians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all

comfort,  who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any 4

affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  For just as the sufferings of 5

Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.

II.  God’s Spirit leads and enables His people to see the consolation prepared for us in His Christ

Luke 2:25 And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout,

looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him .  And it had been revealed to him by the 26

Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  And he came in the Spirit into the 27

temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law,  then he 28

took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,

  A.  God in His love and kindness led Simeon by His Spirit to Jesus, revealing to him that Jesus is God’s    
Christ/Messiah.

  B.  God in His love and kindness leads all of His children by His Spirit to Jesus, revealing to them that Jesus is 
  God’s Christ/Messiah.

Romans 8:14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

Matthew 16:15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, 16

the Son of the living God."  And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood 17

did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

1 Corinthians 2:9 but just as it is written, "THINGS W HICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD,

AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE W HO

LOVE HIM."  For to us God revealed them through the Spirit .... 10

Romans 5:6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. ...  But God 8

demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Titus 3:4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  He saved us, not on 5

the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of

regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ 6

our Savior,  so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 7

III.  2:29-32  God enables us to be comforted and consoled in believing in His love toward us in Christ.

Luke 2:29 "Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, according to Your word;  for 30

my eyes have seen Your salvation,  which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  a LIGHT OF 31  32

REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, and the glory of Your people Israel."

  A.  Simeon was led by God’s Spirit, Who revealed to Simeon that Jesus was the Christ.  Simeon’s outward    
circumstances did not change, but his comfort in the Lord dramatically did.  

  B.  Because he was a righteous man, his heart was not only comforted for himself, but for God’s people Israel   
and for the nations.  Christianity is biblical Judaism fulfilled and not a different religion, as Luke’s    
gospel stresses by its temple motif - E.g., note its beginning and ending in the Jerusalem temple.

Luke 24:53 and were continually in the temple praising God.



IV.  2:33-35   Only sincere believers will experience the eternal comfort of God’s love toward us in Christ.

Luke 2:33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about Him.  And Simeon 34

blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in

Israel, and for a sign to be opposed--  and a sword will pierce even your own soul-- to the end that thoughts 35

from many hearts may be revealed."

  A.  People’s eternal destinies will rise and fall over their reception or rejection of Jesus as Savior and Lord.
People’s true faith in God is revealed by whether they reject or receive Jesus as their Savior and God.  It  

 is through Jesus at His second advent that God will judge the sincerity of people’s hearts who profess to  
  have received Him.

Luke 12:51  "Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division;  for from 52

now on five members in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three.  "They will be 53

divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-

in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."

Romans 2:16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ

Jesus.

  B.  Though He is a sign of God’s love and salvation, He is a sign that is opposed, contradicted, regarded as no   
real sign.  (E.g., the atheists’ sign in Times Square: With a picture of Santa Claus above an image of         

 Jesus Christ on the cross, the sign, sponsored by the New Jersey-based American Atheists, urges              
       passers by to “Keep the Merry!” and “Dump the Myth!”

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are

being saved it is the power of God.

2 Corinthians 2:14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the

sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.  For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those 15

who are being saved and among those who are perishing;  to the one an aroma from death to death, to 16

the other an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things?

Conclusion

  A.  The five candles in the advent wreath represent five themes that are all contained in the birth narratives of    
Luke’s gospel - promise, light, joy, love, and Christ, Who is the source of every grace.

  B.  It should be evident that hope in God’s promises comes through believing in Christ, in Whom all the    
promises of God are “Yes.”  It should be evident that the light of eternal life which is in Christ comes to  

 us in believing.  It should be evident that joy and the comfort of God’s love come to us in believing,    
even though our circumstances in this life might not change for the better.

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

  C.  So pray to the Lord for His Spirit’s grace to so sincerely believe that His kindness and love have appeared   
to us in the person of His Son, Jesus, that our hearts would be comforted and strengthened to continue    
living by faith in Him until His second advent.

2 Thessalonians 2:16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given

us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and 17 

word.
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