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Message: The Coming (Advent) of the Messiah - Joy
Text:        Luke 2:1-20

Introduction

  A.  A “pall” is a covering of cloth for a coffin or tomb.  The word is sometimes used metaphorically for a sad,
sullen, gloomy, dark mood over an individual or a people.  When we buried our brother Frank Hemming 

     on Friday, there was a literal  pall over his casket - an American flag.  At the very same time there was a  
 pall being stretched over Newtown, Connecticut,  and then over the entire nation as it learned of the         
 mass murder of 20 young elementary children along with several adults.  This was not the first such         
 massacre in recent times, and sadly there is no reason to expect it to be the last as long as this present    

earth remains.  Can there be any lasting joy, given this pall of gloom that covers the nations?  700 years   
 before the birth of Christ God promised through His prophet Isaiah that the pall, the funeral shroud           
 covering the nations would one day be lifted by the coming of the Lord who would bring us everlasting    

joy and gladness in His salvation.

Isaiah 25:7  And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, even the veil

which is stretched over all nations. He will swallow up death for all time, and the Lord GOD will wipe tears 8 

away from all faces, and He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; for the LORD has spoken. 9

And it will be said in that day, "Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us.

This is the LORD for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation."

  B.  This promised reason for joy comes to us in the person of the Son of God, Christ the Lord.  As we read
though the Christmas story of Luke 2:1-20, did you notice the change in mood after the first seven verses
of the story.  The story opens giving us cause for great pity, but ends giving us cause for great joy.

  C.  It begins with the pall of the occupying superpower of Rome laying political, social, economic and     
logistical burdens upon the conquered peoples of the empire.  Free Israel was conquered by its Roman     

 enemies under the Roman general Pompey in 63 BC.  In 37 BC the ruthless, murderous, paranoid petty    
  king Herod the Great was approved by Rome to govern the region of Israel as king of the Jews.  They

lived in fear of their enemies, as Zacharias’s praise indicates ...

Luke 1:74 To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear,

          Along with this pall over their nation, Mary and Joseph endured the pall of poverty, and the pall of
slander over her conception of a child before marriage (John 8:41 “We were not born of fornication.”).     
Additionally, to obey Caesar they would have to travel a roughly 90 mile journey through rugged hill    
country on foot from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  And to make matters more trying, at the journey’s end    
there was no room for them in the inn.  (show map of Israel)

  D.  But then beginning with verse 8 the mood changes to wonder, excitement, joy.  What a change in mood,     
without any immediate change in circumstances?

Luke 2:10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will

be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 11 

Luke 2:13 And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased."14 

Luke 2:19 But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them  in her heart.

Luke 2:20 The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as

had been told them.



  E.  What was God revealing then to the shepherds, Mary, and Joseph and now to us through this account that    
should be such a cause for joy?  The social status of this couple and these shepherds was not changed.     
Neither was their political and economic situation.  And for Mary and Joseph things would soon become 

  worse.  Herod the Great would slaughter all the male children 2 years old and under (perhaps an even    
greater slaughter than the tragedy which just took place in Newtown’s elementary school), and they    
would have to flee their homeland, family, friends, to live as refugees in Egypt until after Herod died.

  F.  So this is a joy that does not require an improvement in current circumstances.  This is a joy that Mary had   
in believing, and that God desires to grant us in believing. This is a joy that I need, that I want - don’t    
you?

Luke 1:45 "And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by

the Lord."  And Mary said: "My soul exalts the Lord,  and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 46  47

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

I.  2:1  Rejoice that God sovereignly works all things for His glory and the good of all who love Him.

Luke 2:1 Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all the

inhabited earth. This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone was on 2  3 

his way to register for the census, each to his own city.

  A.  God works out His purposes among the nations by turning the hearts of kings to accomplish His purposes.

Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.

Isaiah 45:4 "For the sake of Jacob My servant, and Israel My chosen one, I have also called you (Cyrus) by your

name; I have given you a title of honor though you have not known Me.

Ezra 7:27 Blessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers, who has put such a thing as this in the king's (Artaxerxes)

heart, to adorn the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem,

Psalm 103:19 The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, and His sovereignty rules over all.

  B.  Caesar Augustus had no idea that through his decision to tax the conquered peoples of his empire, God’s    
prophetic word would be fulfilled with the birth in Bethlehem of the promised divine ruler to rule over    
us on behalf of God, and by this fulfillment, God is once again glorified.

Micah 5:2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go

forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity."

  C.  God works all things for good to those who love Him.

Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those

who are called according to His purpose.

II.  2:1-3 Rejoice that the significance of the birth of Israel’s Messiah and Savior is not limited to Israel,
but is of epic proportions - for the whole world. 

Luke 2:1 Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all the inhabited

earth. This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone was on his way to 2  3 

register for the census, each to his own city.

  A.  The Roman Empire spread to 3 continents - Europe, Asia, Africa, from which the gospel would be    
disseminated (show slide of world).



  B.  Simeon comments underscore the significance of Christ’s birth to the entire world.

Luke 2:30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation,  W hich You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 31  32

A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, and the glory of Your people Israel."

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,  instructing us to deny 12

ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,  looking for the 13

blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,  who gave Himself 14

for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession,

zealous for good deeds.

III.  2:4-5 Rejoice that God uses the faith of even the most humble people of the world to bring His
blessing in Christ to all peoples of the world.  

Luke 2:4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is

called Bethlehem , because he was of the house and family of David,  in order to register along with Mary, who 5

was engaged to him, and was with child.

  A.  God calls on us to obey the governing authorities, which all exist by God’s appointment.  

Romans 13:1 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from

God, and those which exist are established by God.  Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the 2

ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.

  B.  By their obedient faith, Joseph and Mary would unwittingly bring blessing to the shepherds, blessing to the
world, and honor to God, who had prophesied of Messiah’s birth in Bethlehem of Judea.

Micah 5:2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will

go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity."

IV.  2:6-7  Rejoice that God’s tender heart toward even the least among us is manifested in that not only
did God visit us in Christ, He became one of us, one of the least of us in Christ.

Luke 2:6 While they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth.  And she gave birth to her 7

firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for

them in the inn.

  A.  Christ became homeless at His birth - “no room” and “manger” (show manger slide)

  B.  Christ became poor.

Luke 2:22 And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought

Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord  (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "EVERY firstborn MALE 23

THAT OPENS THE W OMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD "),  and to offer a sacrifice according to 24

what was said in the Law of the Lord, "A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS."

2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He

became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.

V.  2:8-14 Rejoice that God is pleased to draw near to give grace to the humble.

Luke 2:8 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their

flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 9

them; and they were terribly frightened.  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you 10

good news of great joy which will be for all the people;  for today in the city of David there has been born 11

for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  "This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 12

lying in a manger."  And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 13

and saying,  "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased." 14



  A.  The Savior is born “for you” (shepherds), “for all the people,” for our “peace” with God and “great joy.”

  B.  God is at peace, not with everyone, but with those upon whom His favor rests, those who receive Jesus as
“Christ and Lord” (Messiah and Yahweh).

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in2

hope of the glory of God.

  C.  God purposed that Christ would put into effect a New Covenant that would bless the least to the greatest
with the saving knowledge of God.

Jeremiah 31:31 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house

of Israel and with the house of Judah ...  ..."I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will33

be their God, and they shall be My people.  "They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his 34

brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,"

declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

  D.  To know God is to have a heart like God’s toward those considered the least among us.

Romans 12:16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the

lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.

James 2:5  Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and

heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?

  E.  Did you ever wonder why God honored shepherds, a despised class in Israel, with the miraculous angelic
announcement of Christ’s birth and invitation to see the Messiah?  Did you ever wonder why the details
of Jesus’s humble birth - no room for him, a manger for a bed, shepherds among His first invited guests,
was recorded in the Scriptures and recorded only in the Gospel of Luke?  The answer to these questions
reveals the heart of God, who delights in showing mercy to people from every race and nation,
regardless of age, gender, social/economic status, and who goes out of His way to invite to Christ those
most disadvantaged, devalued, discounted, and despised in the world.  Isn’t that reason for us to rejoice?

  F.  Luke’s outcast motif: Israel’s Messiah was to bring salvation to all - including the disadvantaged, devalued,
discounted, and despised. 

1.  Luke 1:7,13 Elizabeth, the elderly barren one, is miraculously given a child (only in Luke)

2.  1:52 Mary -   "He ... has exalted the humble"

3.  2:8ff Shepherds, considered disreputable, were invited to Christ's birth (only in Luke)

4.  2:23,24 Jesus' redemption offering for the firstborn was that of a poor family (only in Luke)

5.  2:32 Simeon -  "a light of revelation to the Gentiles"

6.  3:6 "all flesh shall see the salvation of God."  quote of Isaiah  (only in Luke, cf Mk 1:3)

7.  5:30-32 Jesus eats with tax-gatherers and sinners

8.  6:20 "blessed are the poor" vs Matthew 5:3  "poor in spirit"

9.  8:1-3 Ministry of women made more prominent than the other gospels

            10.  10:30-37 Good Samaritan  (only in Luke)

            11.  17:11-19 The cleansing of the ten lepers  (only in Luke)

            12.  19:7 Zacchaeus   (only in Luke)

            13.  21:1-4 The poor widow’s offering (Cf. Mk)

            14.  23:39-43 The conversion of the thief on the cross  (only in Luke)



VI.  2:15-20 Rejoice, treasure, glorify, and praise God for all He has made know to us of Christ. 

Luke 2:15 W hen the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another,

"Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to

us."  So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger.  16  17

W hen they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told them about this Child.  And all 18

who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds.  But Mary treasured all these things, 19

pondering them in her heart.  The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard 20

and seen, just as had been told them.

  A.  If you are a sincere believer in Christ, it is because He has graciously made Himself known to us.

Matthew 11:27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the

Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal

Him .

Matthew 16:15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the 16

Son of the living God."  And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did 17

not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

Luke 10:20 "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names

are recorded in heaven."  At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, "I praise You, O 21

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have

revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.  "All things have been 22

handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is

except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him ."

  B.  This saving knowledge of Christ is granted to all believers unconditionally - it is undeserved favor from       
  God.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because

God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.

 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.14

Conclusion

  A.  We ought not to expect this world to provide us with the joys of heaven.  It gives us only temporary    
glimpses in small measure of what is to come for those who love Christ.  Yet in this temporary,    
corruptible world, believers can find lasting joy.

  B.  Know the joy of Christ in truly, deeply believing all that God has revealed to us in Christ. 

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

  C.  Like the shepherds, share the joy of what God has made known to us of Christ.

Luke 2:16 So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger.

 W hen they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told them about this Child.17
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