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SERMON:  The Coming (Advent) of the Messiah - Promise
TEXT: Luke 1:39-56

Introduction

  A.  Many traditions within the church worldwide observe the first 4 Sundays before Christmas as a season     
celebrating the promised “advent”( = “coming”) of God’s Messiah to earth.

  B.  Many churches use and advent wreath with 5 candles focusing on 5 reasons to celebrate the coming of    
Christ to us - there is the candle of promise, light, joy, love, Christ.

  C.  All of these themes are found in the birth narratives in the first two chapters of the gospel of Luke, so for    
the next 4 weeks we look to God to impact our hearts as He reveals Himself to us to be a promise giving, 

   light giving, joy giving, love giving God who has come to us in the person of God the Son, Jesus Christ.

  D.  These are the things that so filled Elizabeth, Mary, Zacharias, the shepherds, the elderly Simeon with such   
excitement, thankfulness, hope, joy, and praise to God.  God gives us this portion of His Word that we    
might likewise be filled.  But that will likely take receptive, truth seeking, Christ seeking hearts on our    
parts, enabled by the gracious working of the Spirit of Christ within our hearts.  Think about it: What do 
we enjoy about the Christmas season?  Decorations, gifts, family gatherings, feasts, seeing our kids’    
excitement over presents, carols, vacation days, etc., but those rejoicing in Luke’s birth narratives had    
none of those elements contributing to their excitement and joy.  We need to be careful that our joy over  

  the season’s cultural circumstances don’t mask any lack of sincere joy over what caused these saints to   
exalt and rejoice in the Lord.  Today we ponder the first element of Christ’s advent/coming that caused   
Elizabeth (and John in her womb!) and Mary such joy in God their Savior -  promise.

I.  God reveals Himself to us as a promise-making, promise keeping God.

  A.  Mary, whom God is highlighting in this text as a model for us to imitate,  rejoiced over this virtue of God.   
 This causes me to ask myself with some concern, “When was the last time I exalted/magnified the Lord   
  and rejoiced in Him in this way for this reason?”

Luke 1:46 And Mary said: "My soul exalts the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 47 

  B.  In the gift of God’s Son she was carrying in her womb, the promises of God were being fulfilled.

      1.  What Isaiah long ago and the angel recently said concerning her conception of Jesus was coming to pass.

Isaiah 7:14 "... Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

Luke 1:30 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. "And behold, you 31 

will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. "He will be great and will be 32 

called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;

      2.  What God had promised concerning His giving grace to the humble was being experienced by Mary.

Psalm 138:6 For though the LORD is exalted, yet He regards the lowly, but the haughty He knows from afar.

Luke 1:48 "For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; For behold, from this time on all

generations will count me blessed.

      3.  What God had promised the fathers concerning the merciful deliverance of His people was being fulfilled 
  though the coming of the Son of God.



Luke 1:54 "He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His mercy, as He spoke to our 55 

fathers, to Abraham and his descendants forever."

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD said to Abram, " ... And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and2 

make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; ... And in you all the families of the earth will be 3

blessed."

  C.  The reason God, Who cannot lie, makes promises to His people is so we will be encouraged to take hold of  
 the hope He sets before us.

Hebrews 6:17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the

unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is 18 

impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the

hope set before us.

II.  The promise of God to His people is eternal life.

  A.  The merciful “help to Israel”of which Mary speaks is expanded upon by Zechariah a few verses later - the   
redemption and salvation of God’s people.

Luke 1:54 "He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His mercy, as He spoke to our 55 

fathers, to Abraham and his descendants forever."

Luke 1:67 And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: "Blessed be the Lord 68 

God of Israel, for He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, and has raised up a 69 

horn of salvation for us In the house of David His servant-- as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets 70 

from of old-- Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, and FROM THE HAND OF ALL W HO HATE US; to show 71  72 

mercy toward our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant, the oath which He swore to Abraham our 73 

father, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, in 74  75 

holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.

  B.  Since (1 Corinthians 15:26) “The last enemy that will be abolished is death,” the promise is ultimately to be    
understood as eternal life, with all the attendant eternal blessings of God’s presence, glory, and kingdom.

1 John 2:25 This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.

   Titus 1:2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,

James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the

crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

James 2:5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of

the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?

III.  All the promises of God are “yes” in Jesus Christ

  A.  The promises of God point to and lead to the fulfillment of God’s promise of eternal life in and through   
Christ.  From the promise in Genesis 3:15 to crush the serpent’s head, to the promise to Abraham and    
Sarah that she would bear a son, to the promise to David that an heir would sit on His throne forever, to   
the promise to Israel of a new covenant, to the promise to Elizabeth that she in her old age would bear a   
son, to the promise to Mary of a virgin conception of the Son of the Most High, - all of these promises of 

  God are leading to and being fulfilled in Christ.

2 Corinthians 1:20 For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is

our Amen to the glory of God through us.



Hebrews 9:15 For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for

the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called

may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

  B.  Example: Christ is the hub of the wheel, without which the wheel will not deliver its promised    
performance.  Remove the hub and all would come to a crashing halt.

IV.  The blessing of God’s promise is inherited and enjoyed by those who believe in the Lord. 

  A.  Mary is being held up to us as an example of that faith through which the promise of eternal life is    
inherited.  

      1.  Blessed are those, like Mary, who believe what the Lord has promised.  

Luke 1:45 "And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to
her by the Lord."

      2.  Mary’s faith included a disposition of humble submission to God’s working His will and purposes in and  
 through her, whatever the cost.  This “will” included both privilege and trials.  She would be slandered    

as conceiving through fornication.  Her child would be called a son of fornication (John 8:41), would be  
 despised, rejected by the “spiritual” leadership of her nation, would suffer greatly and die a humiliating   

death.  She would witness this, and it would pierce her own soul.

Luke 1:34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  The angel answered and said to her, 35

"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the

holy Child shall be called the Son of God. ...  And Mary said, "Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be 38

done to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.

Luke 2:35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul-- to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be

revealed."

  B.  The promise of eternal life through Christ’s Spirit is given to those who believe in Christ as Savior and    
Lord with a humble faith like Mary’s.

Galatians 3:22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ
might be given to those who believe.

Galatians 3:14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we

would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Romans 8:10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of

righteousness.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised 11

Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

V.  The goal of God’s promises are the glory of God

Romans 15:8 For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to

confirm the promises given to the fathers, and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is written, 9 

"THEREFORE I W ILL GIVE PRAISE TO YOU AMONG THE GENTILES, AND I W ILL SING TO YOUR NAME." 10

Again he says, "REJOICE, O GENTILES, WITH HIS PEOPLE." And again, "PRAISE THE LORD ALL YOU 11 

GENTILES, AND LET ALL THE PEOPLES PRAISE HIM."



Conclusion/Application: The response God desires of us.

  A.  While there are multiple and even some distinct aspects to the purpose of Luke’s gospel, its overarching    
purpose (which is similar to John’s gospel) is stated in it’s opening verses - that we might know with    
certainty, that we might be convinced of, that we might believe in the reality and surpassing value of    
God’s promises to us in Christ Jesus taught to us in the gospel, and in believing, take hold of the promise 

  of eternal life.  (The word “asphaleia” translated “exact” in the NASB = certainty, security, and is used
in Acts 5:23 of the empty prison house from which the angel led the apostles being locked “securely.)

Luke 1:4 so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught (katacheo).

John 20:31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;

and that believing you may have life in His name.

  B.  That we would persevere and rejoice in hope of God’s promise of eternal life in Christ, convinced that our   
God, who cannot lie, is not only a promise-making God, but also a promise-keeping God.  Our faith and
that of others, including our children, is not to be taken for granted.  It is not natural (but rather    
supernatural) to believe in Christ as Lord and inherit the promise.

Hebrews 4:1 Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may

seem to have come short of it.

Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His

name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints. And we desire that each one of you show the 11 

same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, 12 

but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is

faithful;

Hebrews 10:35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of 36 

endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.

  C.  That our faith would be sincere, so as to produce a humble submission to the will and purposes of the Lord.

2 Corinthians 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of

flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Luke 1:38 And Mary said, "Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your

word." 

  D.  This is the impact the news of Christ’s coming to us had on the saints of the Lord.  May we by His grace be
so impacted. 
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