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SERMON:  The Coming (Advent) of the Messiah - Light
TEXT: Luke 1:57-80

Introduction

  A.  The Advent season marks God’s blessing us with the coming/advent of His Son to earth.  Five gospel    
themes - promise, light, joy, love, Christ - marked by the five candles in the advent wreath are all found   

 in the opening birth narratives of the Gospel of Luke.

  B.  Last week we focused on God’s fulfilling His promise to send His Son, the descendent of Abraham, the    
descendent of David, to bring us eternal life with all of its attendant blessings, for as Paul writes in 2    
Corinthians 1:20, 

2 Corinthians 1:20 For as many as are the promises of God, in Him (Christ) they are yes ....

  C.  Today we focus on the blessing of God in Christ shining upon us and giving us light.

I.  1:67-73   God’s visiting us brings His people the blessing of redemption 

  A.  God visits His people either for judgment or blessing.

Jeremiah 44:13 'And I will punish (paqad = visit) those who live in the land of Egypt, as I have punished (paqad =

visited) Jerusalem, with the sword, with famine and with pestilence.

Psalm 106:4 Remember me, O LORD, in Your favor toward Your people; Visit (paqad) me with Your salvation,

Jeremiah 29:10 "For thus says the LORD, 'W hen seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit

(paqad) you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place.

  B.  In this context, the visitation brings blessing, for a specific blessing in God’s visiting us is the redemption    
of His people. 

Luke 1:67 And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying:  "Blessed be the Lord 68

God of Israel, for He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people,

  C.  1:69-73  God’s blessing of redemption, which comes at a cost, is accomplished by His promised Messiah,    
  His Son and our mighty Savior, Jesus.

Luke 1:69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David His servant--  As He spoke by 70

the mouth of His holy prophets from of old--  Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, And FROM THE HAND OF ALL 71

W HO HATE US;  to show mercy toward our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant,  the oath which He 72  73

swore to Abraham our father,

      1.  A horn is a symbol of strength.  This “horn of salvation” is not an inanimate animal part, but God’s           
 divine Son, descended from David, hair to his throne (= Messiah), our mighty Savior.

Psalm 18:2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My

shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

       2.  Christ redeemed us from the curse of sin, which is death, by becoming a curse for us, thus dying for us,   
that our sins might be forgiven, and that we might be redeemed & delivered from the last enemy - death.

Colossians 1:13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His

beloved Son,  in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 14



Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law , having become a curse for us ...  in order that 14

in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles ....

II.  1:78-79 God in Christ visits His people to bless us with the light of life.

Luke 1:78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high will visit us,  TO 79

SHINE UPON THOSE W HO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW  OF DEATH, to guide our feet into the

way of peace."

  A.  If Christ did not come to redeem us with His blood, we would all be lost.  But if He did not also come to    
shine the light of the glory of Himself into our hearts that we might embrace Him by faith, then His    
death would profit us nothing.

  B.  Light is often metaphorically used as a symbol of life.  So when the Lord “shines” upon us, He saves us.

Job 3:20 "W hy is light given to him who suffers, and life to the bitter of soul,

Psalm 80:19 O LORD God of hosts, restore us; Cause Your face to shine upon us, and we will be saved.

  C.  Light is used metaphorically of the life Jesus gives us by enlightening our hearts with the true, experiential,  
 saving knowledge of God and His Christ by the power of the Spirit.

John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.

John 1:9 There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.

John 8:12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not

walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."

  D.  Christ, in enlightening our hearts and minds to the way of God’s promised salvation through receiving    
God’s Son as Savior and Lord, does not give us mere theoretical or abstract knowledge, but experiential, 

  effectual knowledge of God written on our hearts by the Spirit of God.

Matthew 11:27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the

Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him .

Luke 1:77 To give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins,

2 Corinthians 4:3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  in whose case the god 4

of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the

glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and 5

ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is 6

the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Christ.

  E.  This inward knowledge of God and Christ, written on our heats by the Spirit of Christ, inclines our hearts to 
  follow Christ in the way of life, in “the way of peace” (shalom = wholeness, wellness), in contrast to     

unbelievers.

Romans 3:17 AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN."

Luke 1:74 To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, 75

in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.

Luke 1:78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high will visit us,  TO 79

SHINE UPON THOSE W HO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW  OF DEATH, to guide our feet into the

way of peace."



Numbers 6:24 The LORD bless you, and keep you;  The LORD make His face shine on you, And be gracious 25

to you;  The LORD lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace.' 26

Application:

  A.  Embrace the Light, Who is Christ.

Ephesians 5:14 ... "Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."

  B.  Walk in the Light.

Ephesians 5:8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light

1 John 1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the

truth;  but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 7

blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

Revelation 21:23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has

illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring 24

their glory into it.

  C.  Reflect and bear witness to the Light

      1.  Christ enlightened John the Baptist to reflect and bear witness to Christ, the true light.

Luke 1:76 "And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; For you will go on BEFORE THE

LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS;  To give to His people the knowledge of salvation By the forgiveness of their 77

sins,

Malachi 3:1 "Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord,
whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight,

behold, He is coming," says the LORD of hosts.

John 5:33 "You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth. ...  "He was the lamp that was burning 35

and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.

      2.  Christ has enlightened our hearts to also reflect and bear witness to Christ, the true light.

Psalm 67:1 God be gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us ...  that Your way may 2

be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. ...  God blesses us, that all the ends of the earth 7

may fear Him.

Matthew 5:14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;  nor does anyone light a 15

lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  "Let your 16

light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in

heaven.

Philippians 2:14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless 15

and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom

you appear as lights in the world,

  D.  Hope in the return of Christ, our light.

Romans 13:11 ... now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.  The night is almost gone, and the 12

day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light...  ... put on the Lord14

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

