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SERMON:  The More Excellent Way, Part 2
TEXT:  1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Introduction

  A.  In previous weeks we have observed that a number of the Corinthians had a defective understanding of   
what indicates how spiritual a believer is, how favored by God, close to God, filled with God’s Spirit     
one is.  Some were assigning greater spirituality to persons with one kind of ministry over another.  And  

  even among those with the same kind of ministry, some were measuring spirituality by comparing the    
appearance and effects of one’s ministry with the effects of another, creating disunity in the body.

  B.  Paul has been countering that it is not the gifts or effects of the Spirit but the fruit of the Spirit that manifest 
  who is most conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus, who is walking by the Spirit most closely to    

Him.  And the one fruit of the Spirit which Paul now highlights above all others is love, without which   
we are not merely less spiritual, we are not spiritual at all.

  C.  Chapter 13 falls into the following three part outline, the first part being our focus last week:

      1.  13:1-3 The necessity of love.
      2.  13:4-7 The nature and action of love.
      3.  13:8-13 The permanence and priority of love.

I.  13:1-3 The necessity of love.

1 Corinthians 13:2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith,

so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

  A.  Even if I know all mysteries and the correct interpretation of every verse in the Bible, if I do not have love,  
 I don’t know the most important thing - I don’t know God.  I don’t know Jesus Christ Whom He has    

sent.

1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and

knows God. The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 8 

1 John 3:10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not

practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. For this is the message11 

which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another ... W e know that we have passed out 14 

of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death.

  B.  A genuine, Spirit generated love for Christ and others indicates whether or not one is “spiritual,” born    
again,  regardless of the spiritual gifts one displays.  It is not because the Spirit’s grace-gifts of ministry    
are opposed to love, but because love is the way in which these gifts of the Spirit are to function.  Love   
gives integrity to all spiritual ministries, and makes all other virtues “operable” (E.g., without love    
preaching deteriorates into venting or self-promotion, disciplining our children deteriorates into    
retaliation, spiritual ministry deteriorates into competition, joy in seeing God bless others deteriorates    
into jealousy, etc.

  C.  No wonder Paul, as he draws his Corinthians letter to a close, urges and warns ...

1 Corinthians 16:14 Let all that you do be done in love.

1 Corinthians 16:22 If anyone does not love the Lord, he is to be accursed. Maranatha.

  D.  No wonder Paul prays for the Philippian believers for whom he longs with the affection of Christ ...



Philippians 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge (epignosis)

and all discernment,  so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and 10

blameless until the day of Christ;  having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus 11

Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

  E.  If our love is not growing, progressing, it is not plateauing, it is declining.  For our love to grow more and    
 more in knowledge and all discernment, these next words describing the nature and action of love must    

be continually on our hearts.

II.  13:4-7 The nature and action of love.

  A.  Just as faith without action (works) isn’t a fruit of God’s Spirit, neither is love without action a fruit of    
God’s Spirit.  It is a counterfeit love.

      1.  Like faith, love by its very nature acts.  E.g., ...

1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments ....

1 John 2:5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected.

1 John 3:16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for

the brethren.  But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against 17

him, how does the love of God abide in him?  Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in 18

deed and truth.

      2.  It is not apparent in most of our English translations, particularly in verse 4, that in Paul’s original Greek  
 every description of love in verses 4-7 is a verb - not an adjective.  Furthermore, these verbs are in a     

tense that describes present, continuous action - not a mere moment in life but a way of life.

  B.  1 Corinthians 13:4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,

      1.  Love is patient (makrothumeo = to be patient, to have patience, to wait patiently)

  a.  God, who is love, is patient toward us.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you,

not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

b.  We who know and love the Lord, having experienced His patience toward us resulting in our      
salvation, take delight in learning to experience what it is like to show the patience of Christ    
toward our heavenly Father and toward others.  It does not have a short fuse.  Love ...

    (1) ... waits patiently for God to act.

Hebrews 6:13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He

swore by Himself, saying, "I W ILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I W ILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU." And 14  15 

so, having patiently waited (makrothumeo), he obtained the promise.

James 5:7 Therefore be patient (makrothumeo), brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits

for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. You too be 8 

patient (makrothumeo); strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.

     (2) ... shows patience toward others regardless of how they act.

1 Thessalonians 5:14 W e urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the

weak, be patient (makrothumeo) with everyone.



  c.  When I grow impatient, what is it that I want more than I want to be like Christ?  What is it that I 
don’t believe about Christ’s character, wisdom, promises, Word, that I reject Christlike love as    
the better way? 

  d.  When I grow impatient, What grace do I need from Christ that my love might grow instead?  I need 
 the grace of His Spirit applying Christ’s death on the cross to my sinful, self-centered, self-

exalting passions, so that I might die to self and be freed from the sin that so easily entangles me.

Romans 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin
might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;

Romans 8:13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting

to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

 e.  We naturally want all things in life to go smoothly and as we planned, including the raising of our       
 kids.  When plans become frustrated and expectations go unmet, we become impatient, short-       
 fused.   John Piper puts it this way (6/25/1995) ...

Now by nature none of us likes to be interrupted when things are going well. We do not like delays in our

plans. We all have a strong craving for a trouble-free life and we tend to get irritated when our best-laid

plans go awry. We don't like traffic tie-ups on the freeway when we have an appointment. We don't like

overheated cars on vacation. We don't like for babies to cry through the night. We don't like checks to get

lost in the mail. We like it when life flows according to plan and pleasure. And when it doesn't, our nature

is be provoked and to complain and grumble and murmur and be angry and critical.

Now Paul says, "Love suffers long . . . and is not [easily] provoked." So what becomes of this whole side

of us that suffers short—has a short fuse—and that is easily provoked and easily complains and easily

grumbles and easily gets angry and easily criticizes? The answer is: it must die. To love like this is to die.

If I am to be like this, something in me must die. My strong craving for a trouble-free life must die. My need

for an uninterrupted schedule must die. My demandingness that frustrations and interference get out of my

way must die.

We simply cannot love the way Paul describes until we die.  

  f.  Let’s pray for grace that our lives might grow more and more in knowledge and discernment, that         
   the grace of Christ’s Spirit might apply Christ’s death on the cross to our sinful,  self-          
centered, self-exalting passions, so that we might die to self and be freed from the sin that so         easily
entangles us and keeps us from loving God and one another.

  g.  Paul found this grace from Christ.  He urged the Corinthians to find such grace in Christ.  An now      
Christ would have us learn from and through Paul’s letter to receive such grace for ourselves.

2 Corinthians 6:1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain-

...  but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in  4

hardships, in distresses,  in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, 5

 in purity, in knowledge, in patience (makrothumia), in kindness (chrastotas), in the Holy Spirit, in6

genuine love,

  d.  If God wants our love to grow more and more in knowledge and discernment, think about what ways  
 we can show more patience, and more kindness, than we are presently.

      2.  Love is kind (chrasteuomai = to be kind, to show kindness or goodness)

  a.  God, Who is love, is kind to all.

Psalm 145:9 The LORD is good (LXX: chrastos) to all, and His mercies are over all His works.

Psalm 145:17 The LORD is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds.



Romans 2:4  Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not

knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

b.  God is especially and eternally kind to those He has chosen to save.

Titus 3:4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, not 5 

on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing

of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ 6 

our Savior,

  c.  We who know and love the Lord, having experienced His kindness toward us resulting in our               
salvation, will take delight in learning to experience what it is like to show the kindness of Christ 

  toward others.

1 Peter 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to

salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 3 

Luke 6:35 "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward

will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.

Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also

has forgiven you.

Colossians 3:12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

  d.  If we desire to grow in our love, how can we show kindness in ways that we have not yet thought or   
learned or to people we have not considered?

  C.  A final thought: for our love to be genuine and to grow, these words must be on our hearts.

Deuteronomy 6:5 "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your

might.  "These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them 6  7

diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when

you lie down and when you rise up.

Proverbs 6:20 My son, observe the commandment of your father and do not forsake the teaching of your
mother;  Bind them continually on your heart; Tie them around your neck.  When you walk about, they will 21  22

guide you; W hen you sleep, they will watch over you; and when you awake, they will talk to you.

      1.  God’s Word commanding, commending, describing the nature and action of His love must be on our     
hearts if our love is to grow more and more in real knowledge and discernment.  When something is on    
our heart, it is continually on our mind.  If this is not so, our love will not grow.

      2.  A recent, personal example of how this specific Word of God on my heart “talked to” me and “guided”    
me away from impatience and selfishness into showing love to my wife .

      3.  Love is a necessity for all who would know Christ, for all who would profit from His death on the cross,   
for the one who does not love does not know God. The nature of this Spirit generated love is that it acts   
patiently and kindly, not for mere moments in life, but as a way of life, by that faith working through    
love that leads to eternal life, through Jesus Christ, Who has loved us with an everlasting love.

Revelation 1:5  To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood--  and He has made us to 6

be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father-- to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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