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Message: Christ Is Worthy to Take Control
Text:         Revelation 6:1-17

Introduction 

  A.  Did you ever think about the discomforting, painful, trying, less that desirable situations a
parent endures with regularity throughout life in his or her role as a parent?

  B.  Did you ever think about why, in many cases, such less than desirable occurrences do not
dissuade parents from being parents, cause them to despair, become enraged, quit, grow

            cold in their love for their children, but rather persevere?

  C.  Do we not endure and cope because we are taught to expect the unpleasant and
uncomfortable with the good?  Don’t parents endure morning sickness, dirty diapers, 2:00
AM feedings, getting vomited on after feedings, spilled milk, etc. because ...
1.  This is to be expected as a necessary part of parenting?
2.  These things will one day pass?

  D.  Can you imagine our frustrations, fears, disillusionments if we did not have such
expectations and hope?  But we endure and cope because we have both realistic
expectations and hope.

  E.  So also believers in Christ can endure and cope with the many discomforting, painful, trying, 
less than desirable situations in life without giving in to anger, bitterness, fear,
despondency, disillusionment, and disobedience, because Christ reveals to us realistic
expectations and hope.

I.  6:1-8  God through Christ is executing His plan for world history in the                       
tribulations experienced by the world.

  A.  Jesus is not merely predicting future tribulation - our Sovereign God has appointed it and
Jesus Christ is executing it on God’s behalf.  The reason God knows the future is not
because He peers into and learns the future, but because he appoints and executes the
future.

  B.  Interpreting Revelation 6 - Parallelism with the Olivet Discourse (Matt 24; Mk 13; Lk 21)

        Revelation 6                                                      Matthew 24 (Mk 13; Lk 21)

        1.  6:2  wars, invasions, conquests 1.  24:6,7a  wars, invasions, conquests
        2.  6:4  slaughter 2.  24:6,7a  slaughter (implied)
        3.  6:5,6  famine 3.  24:7b     famine
        4.  6:8     death (by sword, famine,                     4.  24:7b; Lk 21:11 earthquakes, famine,



             disease, beasts)                    disease
        5.  6:9-11  martyrdom 5.  24:9       martyrdom
        6.  6:12-17  Christ’s return (eclipse of                6.  24:27-30  Christ’s return (eclipse of sun,
                           sun, moon, falling stars,           moon, falling stars, heavens
                           heavens and earth split/shaken,           shaken, despair among the 
                           despair among the nations)           nations)

Matthew 24:3 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him
privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign
of Your coming, and of the end of the age?"

Matthew 24:6 "You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are
not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end. 7 "For
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places
there will be famines and earthquakes. 8 "But all these things are merely the
beginning of birth pangs. 9 "Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill
you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.

Matthew 24:29 "But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN
WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND
THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. 30 "And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all
the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING
ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. 31 "And He will
send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER
TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.

II.  6:9-11  Believers are not exempt from suffering amid these God appointed                     
tribulations.

  A.  Compare 6:4 (sphazo = to slay, slaughter) with 6:9,11 (sphazo, apokteino = to kill) - God’s
appointing that men would slaughter one another includes men slaying believers!

Revelation 6:4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was
granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay (sphazo = to slay,
slaughter) one another; and a great sword was given to him.

Revelation 6:9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the
souls of those who had been slain (sphazo) because of the word of God, and because
of the testimony which they had maintained;  ... 11 ... and they were told that they
should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and
their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed
also.

  B.  This Father’s day is probably hard for the wife and 3 children of missionary Martin



Burnham (show picture).

1.  Yap and the Burnhams were the last remaining hostages after the Abu Sayyaf
kidnapped dozens of people last year. Some were beheaded, while others escaped
or were released, some reportedly for ransom. 
Doug Burnham, brother of the slain missionary (Martin), told reporters in Rose

Hill, Kan., that the family talked to Gracia by phone on Friday.  "She said she
wants to come back as quickly as possible to be with the children," Doug
Burnham said. The couple has three children ages 11, 12, and 15. 

"It is going to be real hard for the kids with Father's Day coming up," said Teresa
Burnham, Doug Burnham's wife. 

2.  But Martin Burnham was not slain in the Philippines while being held hostage by
terrorists because the present tribulation on earth is not being appointed by God
and managed by Christ.  God was not absent nor asleep nor uninvolved any more
than when His Son was slain.

Acts 2:22 "Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man
attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God
performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know-- 23 this Man,
delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you
nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.

III.  6:9-11  Such suffering by believers does not indicate they are separated                     
from the love of God.

  A.  The martyred saints are under the altar, the place where the sacrificial blood of acceptable
offerings to God is poured out.  Ex. 29:12; Lev 4:7  Given white robes - 3:4,5,18

  B.  Christ’s suffering and death did not indicate he was separated from the love of God.

Acts 2:31 he (David) looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that
HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER
DECAY. 32 "This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.

  C.  Our suffering while remaining faithful to Christ will not separate us from the love of God in
Christ.

Romans 8:35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is
written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY
LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED
(sphazo)." 

37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38



For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any
other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

IV.  6:10-17  Relief and vindication from tribulation will come when Jesus                       
comes.

  A.  The question of 6:10 is answered in 6:12-17.

Revelation 6:10 and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord,
holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who
dwell on the earth?"

  B.  Cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10

2 Thessalonians 1:6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those
who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when
the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,
8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of eternal
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at
among all who have believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.

Conclusion:  Behavioral and attitudinal outcomes desired by Christ for His church.

1.  Don’t be misled, be sound in judgment - there is no escaping tribulation until Christ comes in  
       glory.

Matthew 24:4 And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads
you.  ...11 "Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many. ... 24 "For false
Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to
mislead, if possible, even the elect. 25 "Behold, I have told you in advance. 26 "So if
they say to you, 'Behold, He is in the wilderness,' do not go out, or, 'Behold, He is in
the inner rooms,' do not believe them.

2.  Don’t be frightened, God is with you

Matthew 24:6 "You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are
not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end.

Revelation 2:10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about



to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have
tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

3.  Don’t be disillusioned

1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which
comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to
you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing,
so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.

4.  Don’t grow cold, endure in faith

Matthew 24:12 "Because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold.
13 "But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.

5.  Don’t quit, be patient

James 5:7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer
waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the
early and late rains. 8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of
the Lord is near.

6.  Don’t sleep, but be prepared for Christ’s return

Matthew 24:42 "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your
Lord is coming. 43 "But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at
what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and
would not have allowed his house to be broken into.

Revelation 3:2 'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about
to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 3 'So
remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if
you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I
will come to you.

7.  Don’t despair, but hope in future grace at Christ’s return

1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your
hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Revelation 22:20 He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly."
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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