
John (71): Six Descriptions of Mary's Devotion                            Hymns 118, Be Thou My Vision, 186 
 

Having finished the 11th chapter last week, we come this week, to ch.12 and vv1-8, wherein we shall find—A 

Beautiful Display of Devotion—and in particular I suggest we behold six things about Mary's devotion—it 

was public, costly, lowly, loving, symbolic, and rewarded... 
 

But—before I come to these points, let me point out—between the end of ch.11 and the beginning of ch.12, 

there are several weeks that John skips over—His interaction with Zacchaeus, a few healings, and several 

teachings... 
 

Why John skips these events, we are not told, but it's evident they did not serve John's purpose—thus, having 

raised Lazarus from the dead, John fast-forwards a few weeks, and records that our Savior returned again to 

Bethany...      
 

I.    Six Descriptions of Mary's Devotion  
 

A. It was public  
 

1. V1—"Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, 

whom He had raised from the dead..." 

2. John is careful to provide for us specific details about the OC ceremonial calendar—it was six days before 

the Passover... 

3. Thus—if the Passover is celebrated on a Thursday—then it was either Friday or Saturday of the week 

before... 

4. Thus—our Savior is approximately one week from His crucifixion, as He would become our Passover 

Lamb...  

5. Richard Philips—"The seven-day period that begins here is the greatest week in history. The seven days of 

creation were, of course, of great significance....But the surpassing importance of Jesus' final week can be 

seen in the fact that John devotes almost half of his gospel to it..." 

6. V2—"There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the 

table with Him..." 

7. It's important to notice that this supper was "made for Him"—it was a way to show their gratitude for 

raising Lazarus... 

8. AW Pink—"This feast was made an as expression of deep gratitude and praise for the raising of Lazarus. 

Christ was there to share their happiness. In the previous chapter we have seen Him weeping with those 

who wept, here we behold Him rejoicing with those who rejoice..." 

9. Martha was serving, but Lazarus was reclining at the table with the other men—our Savior, and His 

disciplines... 

10. From Mark 14, (a parallel account of this same event), we learn the supper took place—"at the house of 

Simon the leper..." 

11. In other words—the supper took place at the house of Simon, who formally was a leper before Jesus 

healed him... 

12. Why they had the supper at Simon's house instead of Lazarus'—we are not told—perhaps it was bigger in 

size... 

13. But either way—the men were reclining at the table, Martha was serving them, and Mary was anointing 

Him... 

14. Thus—let me simply say here—all of the people in this account were honoring Christ in their own unique 

way... 

15. Simon the leper opened his house to Him, Martha served Him, Lazarus sat with Him, and Mary anointed 

Him... 

16. V3—"Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His 

feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil..." 

17. Now—from Matthew and Mark we learn, that Mary actually anointed our Savior, from His head to His 

feet... 

18. Mk.14:3—"She broke the flask and poured it on His head"—anointing Him from His head to His blessed 

feet...   
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19. Now—although this behavior may seem strange to us—it was actually rather common behavior for that 

culture... 

20. Because of the heat, servants often anointed guests with oil, to freshen them and to moisturize their dry 

feet...   

21. But—there are obvious differences in the actions of Mary—she, and not a servant, anoints His whole 

body...  

22. Spikenard was an oil, derived from a rare Eastern plant—it was used as anointing oil and also as a 

perfume...  

23. It was not only refreshing but delightful—as we learn from v3—"And the house was filled with the 

fragrance of the oil..." 

24. Thus—central to this entire passage, is Mary's devotion to Christ—and the first thing we learn is—it was 

public... 

25. By this I mean—it was BOLD—it was COURAGEOUS—she wasn't motivated or put off by what men 

thought... 

26. [1] She wasn't deterred by the disapproval of men—she didn't let the opinions of others keep her from her 

devotion... 

27. John records that Judas complained about her actions, but both Mathew and Mark tell us, he spoke for all 

the disciples... 

28. Matt.26:8—"But when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, Why this waste? For this fragrant 

oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor..."  

29. Now, John further tells us that Judas' motive was evil and greedy, while the motive of the others was 

genuine... 

30. That is—most of the disciples opposed her deed for sincere reasons, whereas Judas opposed it for greedy 

gain...   

31. And yet, nevertheless, the majority of the disciples, if not all of them, viewed Mary's devotion as A 

WASTE... 

32. The world will likely consider our devotion as a waste—this of course is illustrated in Judas who was 

unconverted... 

33. The world thinks devotion to Christ a WASTE—it's impossible for them to understand WHAT and WHY 

we do... 

34. And yet, many professing Christians may also consider our devotion as a waste—this is found in the other 

disciples... 

35. For example—think of the wealthy business man who quits his job, and becomes a missionary to the far 

East... 

36. Or else, think of a young lady who marries young and starts a family—for many people this is only a 

waste... 

37. My brethren, there is a sense in which it takes boldness to be a Christian—not caring what the world 

thinks... 

38. Mary didn't anoint our Savior for the sake of Judas, the disciples, or even her siblings—she did it for 

Christ... 

39. [2] She was willing to use what she had for Christ—Mary's actions were in many ways counter to her 

culture... 

40. Perhaps it might be proper to say—most would not have considered her actions as lady-like—they were 

bold... 

41. Now this is in no way to suggest here actions were actually wrong or sinful—but they did go against the 

grain...  

42. Mk.14:6—"But Jesus said, Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a GOOD WORK FOR 

ME..." 

43. The ESV renders this last phrase as—"She has done a beautiful thing to Me"—He saw this as a beautiful 

thing... 

44. Mary used what she had to express her devotion to Christ—she was a courageous woman, unashamed of 

her Master... 

45. Mk.14:8—"She has done what she could"—that is—she faithfully and unashamedly used what she 

possessed... 
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46. Oh my dear friends—you may not be able to go as a missionary to the far East, but we all have our own 

ointment... 

47. We all have our own gifts and abilities, that if used in devotion to Him, is viewed by Him as a beautiful 

thing... 

48. Don't let anyone ever pressure you to think, that you should not offer what you have, in devotion to your 

Lord... 

49. Dear Christian young people—don't care what others may say—if you do it for Him, He will think it 

beautiful...   

50. Never be ashamed of your Savior—regardless who laughs, mocks, or opposes—He is worthy of public 

devotion...  
 

B. It was costly 
 

1. V3—"Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His 

feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil..." 

2. The "pound" that John speaks of, is equivalent to 12 ounces—about the size of a can of soda, or a bottle of 

water... 

3. John describes the oil as—"very costly oil of spikenard"—spikenard was an oil taken from a plant named 

"nard..." 

4. It was very costly because it was rare, and hard to obtain—it came from distant lands and needed to be 

imported... 

5. V4—"But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, who would betray Him, said, Why was this 

fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor..." 

6. A "denarii" is equivalent to a day's wages—thus, this flask of oil was approximately worth a full year's 

wage...  

7. Where Mary obtained this oil, we are not told—it's seems likely that she had purchased it for this very 

reason... 

8. It is very possible, that she spent most of her life savings—this was a very large and costly bottle of 

perfume... 

9. But either way, we learn—that true devotion to Christ is not cheap—it will cost you—and at least two 

things... 

10. [1] It will cost you friend and family—this can be illustrated in Judas, who sought to hinder Mary's 

devotion... 

11. There were some within my family who were glad I'd become Christian, but wished I would tone it down 

some... 

12. A lukewarm, half-devoted, professing Christian is rarely challenged—in fact, oftentimes they are 

appreciated...   

13. But a devoted Christian—one who is committed to honor Christ with all they have—they often lose friend 

and family... 

14. Matt.19:29—"And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 

children or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life..." 

15. [2] It will cost you time and treasure—simply put, Mary viewed Christ as a greater treasure than her 

perfume...  

16. This is at the heart of Mary's devotion—even though the spikenard was costly, Christ was of a greater 

value... 

17. This is why people lack Mary's devotion—they simply fail to see in Christ a treasure of infinite and eternal 

value... 

18. 2Sam.24:24—"Then the king said to Ar-au-nah, No, but I will surely buy it (the field) from you for a 

price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God with that which costs me nothing. So David 

bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver..." 

19. Ar-au-nah owned a field, within which the Angel of the LORD had graciously and mercifully revealed 

himself to David...  

20. Thus—David intended to build an altar to offer a sacrifice to God—he approached Ar-au-nah to buy the 

field... 



 4 

21. Ar-au-nah attempts to give the field to David—but David refused—because he refused to offer a sacrifice 

that costs him nothing... 

22. Let me ask you this question—what has your devotion to Christ cost you—or, does it cost you anything at 

all... 

23. Mary's devotion cost her time and treasure—she gave Christ all that she had—she gave Him her VERY 

BEST... 

24. I fear we live in a day, when many professing Christians want to get by, by giving Christ the very 

minimal... 

25. They give Christ only the scraps—the scraps of their time and treasure—they give Him what they have 

left... 

26. Oh brethren, surely we all agree that Christ is worth our everything—our time, gifts, treasures, and 

affection... 

27. Hymn (186)—"Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all"—my time, treasure, 

everything... 
 

C. It was lowly 
 

1. As I've already said, from the other gospels we learn, Mary anointed our Savior from His head to His feet 

(Matt.26:7; Mk.14:3)... 

2. And yet—though it's important to compare John with the gospels, John specifies the feet for a important 

reasons...  

3. The Holy Spirit in enabling John to write this gospel, has purposefully added some things and subtracted 

some things... 

4. In other words—the Spirit of Christ intended us to focus on the fact, that Mary anointed His feet and 

wiped them with her hair... 

5. V3—"Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the FEET of Jesus, and wiped His 

FEET with her hair..." 

6. Why does John repeat the word FEET twice—it seems evident that John tells us this for a very important 

reason...   

7. AW Pink—"Evidently, Mary anointed both His head and feet, but most appropriately was John led to 

notice only the latter, for as the Son of God it was fitting that this disciple should take her place in the dust 

before Him..." 

8. Thus—Mary falls at His feet—she takes her place as a submissive servant, a slave before her beloved 

Master... 

9. Furthermore, the fact that she wiped His feet with her hair also illustrates the idea of humility and 

submission... 

10. 1Cor.11:15—"But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is given to her for a 

covering..." 
 

D. It was loving  
 

1. This point is taken from the entire incident—Mary anointed our Savior as an expression of intense love 

and adoration... 

2. There are several indications that Mary was of a contemplative nature—that she thought deeply upon 

things... 

3. Lk.10:39—"And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus feet and heard His word"—presumably 

with the men... 

4. All ladies are different, some are bent more towards Mary (contemplative), and others towards Martha 

(practical)... 

5. Now—obviously, these have to be brought together—and when rightly understood, they will be 

harmonized... 

6. But—I want to think for a minute about Mary—there she is, sitting at the feet of the Savior, drinking in 

every word... 

7. Jn.12:7—"Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial"—she has kept the flask for this 

occasion...  
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8. In other words—this public and costly devotion of Mary was premeditated—it resulted from prior 

meditation... 

9. She had every reason to love Him—He rescued her from her sin, wept with her at the grave, and raised her 

brother from the dead... 

10. It was deep thinking upon these great realities, that caused her gracious soul to erupt in loving, adoring, 

devotion... 

11. AW Pink—"Mary had often heard the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth: the Lord of 

glory had sat in their humble house in Bethany, and she had sat at His feet to be instructed. In the hour of 

her deep sorrow He had wept with her, and then He delivered her brother from the dead, crowning them 

with lovingkindness and tender mercy. And how could she show some token of her love to him who had 

first loved her? She had by her a flask of precious ointment, too costly for her own use, but not too costly 

for him. She took and broke it and poured it on Him as a testimony of her deep affection, her unutterable 

attachment, her worshipful devotion..." 

12. And yet, dear brethren, do we have any lesser reasons to love and adore Him—has He done nothing for 

us... 

13. When you and I, think about who Christ is and what He has done for us—it will give rise to this kind of 

devotion... 

14. My dear friends—this is how and why Mary had such devotion to Christ—she listened to what He taught 

her... 

15. CHS—"You cannot leap into high devotion, neither can you be preached into it, nor dream yourself into it, 

or be electrified into it by revivalism. It must, through the divine energy of the Holy Spirit, arise out of 

hard, stern dealing with your soul, and near and dear communion with your Savior. You must sit at His 

feet, or you will never anoint them; He must pour His divine teaching into you, or you will never pour out 

a precious ointment upon Him..." 

16. Lk.7:47—"Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to 

whom little is forgiven, the same loves little..." 
 

E. It was symbolic  
 

1. Mary's anointing of our Savior was for greater reasons than merely giving Him relief from the hot Eastern 

sun...  

2. Furthermore—Mary's anointing of our Savior was more than an expression of her public, costly, lowly, 

and loving devotion... 

3. Mary's actions have a very deep and significant spiritual and symbolic meaning—she was anointing Him 

for death...  

4. Verses 7-8—"Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. For the poor you have with you 

always, but Me you do not have always... 

5. Here our Savior Himself, gives her actions a very spiritual meaning—He beautifully interprets her actions 

for us...  

6. Mary anointing Christ with costly oil, symbolizes beautiful and important truths—let me briefly suggest 

three...  

7. [1] It was symbolic of His glorious person—this scenario is a beautiful picture of Christians fellowship 

with Christ... 

8. There's a former dead man, his two sisters, a former leper, the disciples—all together with Christ in one 

house... 

9. But—then there was something else within that house—"And the house was filled with the fragrance of 

the oil..." 

10. That is—there was the sweet fragrance of Christ and His glorious person—His sweet aroma filled the 

house... 

11. AW Pink—"Not simply the room but the entire house was filled with the sweet fragrance of the person of 

Christ anointed by the spikenard..." 

12. Song 1:3—"Because of the fragrance of Your good ointments, Your name is ointment poured forth; 

therefore the virgins love You..." 

13. Song 1:12—"While the king is at His table, my spikenard sends forth its fragrance. A bundle of myrrh is 

my beloved to me..." 
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14. The bride describes the spikenard as hers—"my spikenard"—because it's sweet fragrance delights her 

heart... 

15. [2] It was symbolic of His imminent death, v7—"Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial" 

Mk.14:8—"She has done what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial..." 

16. In this culture bodies were anointed for burial—this was symbolic as well as practical, in that it adorned 

the body... 

17. Thus—our Savior is saying—there is a sense in which Mary was preparing His body for His death and 

burial... 

18. Now—how much did Mary understand—I don't know—but I suggest, she likely knew more than we 

think...  

19. There is every reason to believe that Mary had some knowledge of what was coming, just seven days 

away... 

20. Mary was well-aware, that her devotion to Christ was not the basis of her acceptance, but His imminent 

death... 

21. She knew, the only thing she deserved was to die herself—her hope lied not in herself or her acts of 

devotion... 

22. Thus, before I leave this point, let me remind you—we are NOT saved by our devotion but Christ's 

devotion... 

23. [3] It was symbolic of His Pentecostal gift—that is oil is symbolic of the Spirit, who He gives at 

Pentecost...  

24. We must not overlook the obvious—anointing and oil are both rich Biblical imageries used of the Holy 

Spirit... 

25. The Scripture describes Christ as being anointed by His Father twice—at His baptism and at His 

exaltation...     

26. Ps.45:6-8—"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever...God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of 

gladness more than Your companions. All Your garments are scented with myrrh and aloes and cassia..." 

27. Perhaps, I can put it this way—the Father Himself anointed Christ at His ascension, that Christ may anoint 

His people... 

28. Or else, I can put it like this—the Father anointed Christ, so that Christ, by His Holy Spirit would anoint 

Mary... 

29. There is a very real sense in which—Christ having been anointed by His Father, anoints His beloved 

people... 

30. 1Jn.2:20—"But you have an anointing from the Holy One"—that is, we have received the Spirit from 

Christ... 

31. This point is beautifully illustrated from the Song of Solomon, in that both the Bride and Groom describes 

the fragrance of the other... 

32. Song 4:10—"How fair is your love, My sister, My spouse! How much better than wine is your love, and 

the scent of your perfumes than all spices (He then describes her fruitfulness and fragrance, v13)... 
 

F. It was rewarded  
 

1. Mark 14:9—"Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this 

woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her..." 

2. That is—her very act of devotion would be included in the Scriptures, and thus preserved for all to read 

about... 

3. What an amazing thought—whenever the gospels are read and preached this lady's devotion will be 

remembered... 

4. And dear brethren, isn't that precisely what we have been doing this morning—reflecting upon Mary's 

devotion... 

5. And do you know what—this teaches all of us a lesson—Christ takes notice of the loving devotion of His 

people... 

6. But remember, as beautiful and instructive as that is, let us not focus on her devotion at the expense of her 

Savior... 

7. Think of His devotion to her—it too was public, costly, lowly, and loving—and it too was reward by His 

Father... 


