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Chapter 1 (Continued): 
 
Part 2: Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the Word of God written, are now 
contained all the books of the Old and New Testaments, which are these: 
 
Of the Old Testament (39): 
 
Genesis 
Exodus  
Leviticus  
Numbers  
Deuteronomy  
Joshua  
Judges 
Ruth 
1-2 Samuel 
1-2 Kings 
1-2 Chronicles 
Nehemiah  
Esther 
Job 
Psalms 
Proverbs  
Ecclesiastes  
 

 
 
Song of Solomon  
Isaiah 
Jeremiah  
Lamentations  
Ezekiel 
Daniel  
Hosea  
Joel  
Amos  
Obadiah  
Jonah  
Micah  
Nahum  
Habakkuk  
Zephaniah  
Haggai  
Zachariah  
Malachi 
 

Of the New Testament (27): 
 
Matthew 
Mark 
Luke 
John 
Acts 
Romans  
1-2 Corinthians 
Galatians  
Ephesians  
Philippians  
 

 
 
Colossians  
1-2 Thessalonians  
1-2 Timothy 
Titus 
Philemon 
Hebrews  
James 
1-2 Peter  
1-3 John 
Jude 
Revelation 
 

 
Part 2 (Continued): All of which are given by the inspiration of God to be the rule of 
faith and life. 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

 
Recall the first sentence in Part 1: “The Holy Scripture is the only sufficient, certain, and 
infallible rule of all saving knowledge, faith, and obedience”. The scriptures are 
foundational, and therefore we must know how the foundation was constructed. 
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1 Corinthians 3:10-15  10 According to the grace of God which is given unto 
me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.  11  
For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.  12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble;  13  Every man's work shall be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.  14  If any man's work 
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  15  If any man's 
work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as 
by fire. 
 

Paul is writing to the Corinthians regarding them as the building, as the body of Christ. 
He laid the foundation for their growth. The application of his words to the work of 
discerning the scriptures that were inspired by God is clear. First, the written word must 
show that it was inspired (given) by God. Paul was a witness of Jesus Christ (directly on 
the road to Damascus and many times by the Holy Ghost thereafter), and he was a 
witness of the other apostles and disciples (even watching the stoning of Stephen), and 
he was given miraculous recollection by the Holy Ghost. His written words then stand 
the trial by fire that would come following his ministry, even into the post-apostolic era 
where we are now. These books make up the bible and are part of what we have come to 
know as the “canon” of scripture. The Jews and the early church used the same criteria to 
determine if writings were scripture. Nonetheless, God’s hand in guiding us to the truth 
is ever-present throughout history. 
 

Canon: The genuine books of the Holy Scriptures, called the sacred cannon, or 
general rule of moral and religious duty, given by inspiration. 
 
Inspiration: The infusion of ideas into the mind by the Holy Spirit; the 
conveying into the minds of men, ideas, notices or monitions by extraordinary or 
supernatural influence; or the communication of the divine will to the 
understanding by suggestions or impressions on the mind, which leave no room 
to doubt the reality of their supernatural origin. 

 
Regarding the Old Testament, the books we have today were accepted as canon 2000 
plus years ago by the Jews. 
 

Flavius Josephus (first century Jewish historian): “We have but twenty 
two [books] containing the history of all time, books that are justly 
believed in; and of these, five are the books of Moses, which comprise the law 
and earliest traditions from the creation of mankind down to his death. From the 
death of Moses to the reign of Artaxerxes, King of Persia, the successor of Xerxes, 
the prophets who succeeded Moses wrote the history of the events 
that occurred in their own time, in thirteen books. The remaining four 
documents comprise hymns to God and practical precepts to men” 
 
“And how firmly we have given credit to those books of our own nation is evident 
by what we do; for during so many ages as have already passed, no one 
has been so bold as either to add anything to them or take anything 
from them, or to make any change in them,” (Continued)  
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(Continued) “but it becomes natural to all Jews, immediately and from their very 
birth, to esteem those books to contain divine doctrines, and to persist in them, 
and, if occasion be, willing to die for them. For it is no new thing for our captives, 
many of them in numbers, and frequently in time, to be seen to endure racks and 
deaths of all kinds upon the theatres, that they may not be obliged to say one 
word against our laws, and the records that contain them.” 

 
Our modern (a.k.a., Protestant) Bible contains 39 books in the Old Testament as follows: 
17 historical books: Genesis-Esther; 5 poetical books Job-Song of Solomon; 17 
prophetical books: Isaiah-Malachi. 
 
The Hebrew Bible numbers these as 24: the Torah or law contains 5 books: Genesis-
Deuteronomy; the Prophets contain 8 books: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the 12 minor prophets are grouped into 1 book; the Writings or 
“Kethubim” contain 11 books: Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, 
Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles. 
 
The Hebrew Bible combined 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles. The 
12 minor prophets were combined into one book. 
 
Josephus numbered the books as 22 by attaching Ruth to Judges and Lamentations to 
Jeremiah. 
 
Jesus referred to the scriptures in general as something tangible that could be searched 
and read in his day. He didn’t have to refer his opponents or his disciples to specific 
books because the Old Testament canon was well-established by the first century. 
 

John 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me. 

 
The canon came from God’s influence upon man, not men’s decisions about God. The 
early church accepted the Old Testament scriptures as truth leading them to knowledge 
about creation, history, prophecy, and their need for a messiah/savior, who would come 
in Jesus Christ. The New Testament canon was collected and accepted in the same way. 
God established, by the work of the Holy Ghost, a process by which the written word 
could be discerned. 
 

J. I. Packer: “The church no more gave us the New Testament canon than Sir 
Isaac Newton gave us the force of gravity. God gave us gravity, by his work of 
creation, and similarly he gave us the New Testament canon, by inspiring the 
individual books that make it up.” 

 
Part 3 The books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no 
part of the canon or rule of the Scripture, and, therefore, are of no authority to the 
church of God, nor to be any otherwise approved or made use of than other human 
writings.  
 
Jesus sets the example. He uses the scriptures to reveal himself. We should use the 
scriptures for the same purpose. If a writing does not reveal Jesus Christ (or the need for 
a savior) it does not qualify as worthy of being part of the canon. Does this mean that all 
other writings should be ignored? No. But no others should be included in the canon. 
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Luke 24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 
 
Luke 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto 
you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written 
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning 
me. 

 
Romans 3:1-2  1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of 
circumcision?  2  Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were 
committed the oracles of God. 

 
We have had the bible as 66 books for so long that it does not seem as though anyone 
would question the canon, but the Roman Catholic Church did, under pressure from the 
Protestant Reformers, in the 16th century. Meeting in Trent, Italy between 1545 and 1563, 
they determined to include what is called the Apocrypha (meaning “hidden”) in the 
Catholic bible. The reasons that he 1689 confession establishes the 66 books as the 
standard is to make it clear that the Apocrypha do not qualify as scripture for various 
reasons, to include not claiming to be the inspired words of God, not being cited by 
scripture as scripture, being rejected by Jewish scholars, not being included in early lists 
of scripture, being rejected by many Catholic scholars, and containing demonstrable 
errors. 
 
Part 4 The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, dependeth 
not upon the testimony of any man or church, but wholly upon God (who is truth itself), 
the author thereof; therefore it is to be received because it is the Word of God.  
 
This is critical for us to understand. It is God’s word, not man’s word. It has its origin 
with God and is preserved in the manner it is because God has revealed it unto men and 
written it by the hand of men through the Holy Ghost. No man, church, or council of 
churches could establish the canon of scripture. Only God could. 
 

John 14:23-27  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will 
keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him.  24  He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: 
and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent 
me.  25  These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you.  26  
But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.  27  Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
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The truth that God is the author of what we read in our bible should give us peace. We 
should have great confidence that, throughout the ages, God has given man the words he 
needs “to be the rule of faith and life”. 

 
2 Peter 1:19-21 19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:  20  Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.  21  For the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

 
Our peace and confidence should be amplified by the understanding that God has given 
the scriptures to us as a special revelation. It is only through the Spirit of God (the Holy 
Ghost revealing God’s words) that we know the scriptures to be truth. 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17  13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for 
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief 
of the truth:  14  Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  15  Therefore, brethren, 
stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether 
by word, or our epistle.  16  Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, 
even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation 
and good hope through grace,  17  Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every 
good word and work. 

 
The scriptures work by the Spirt to help us to recognize our salvation and then to 
understand our ongoing sanctification (growth in grace). They are not just head 
(intellectual) knowledge, or heart (feeling) knowledge, but soul (spiritual) knowledge. It 
is this knowledge that sets us free from sin and self. 
 

John 8:30-32  30 As he spake these words, many believed on him.  31  Then 
said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed;  32  And ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free. 

 
It is God’s work of equipping through the Spirit and by his words that gives us the ability 
to overcome the world we face each day. 
 

1 John 5:4-13  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  5  Who is he that overcometh the 
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?  6  This is he that came by water 
and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the 
Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.  7  For there are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.  
8  And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the 
blood: and these three agree in one.  9  If we receive the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath 
testified of his Son.  10  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the 
record that God gave of his Son.  


