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Chapter 1: 
 
Part 8a: The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people of God of 
old), and the New Testament in Greek (which at the time of the writing of it was most generally 
known to the nations), being immediately inspired by God, and by his singular care and 
providence kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentic; 
 

Romans 3:1-2  What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of 
circumcision?  2  Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the 
oracles of God. 
 

Oracles: (Greek logion) an utterance of God. 
 

(Abraham) Genesis 24:7  The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my father's 
house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware 
unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, 
and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence. 
 
(Moses) Exodus 6:2-4  And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the 
LORD:  3  And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of 
God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.  4  And I have also 
established my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their 
pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. 
 
(Joshua) Joshua 1:1-2  Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came 
to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying,  
2  Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this 
people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel. 
 
(Samuel) 1 Samuel 9:15-17  Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear a day 
before Saul came, saying,  16  To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the 
land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he 
may save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, 
because their cry is come unto me.  17  And when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said 
unto him, Behold the man whom I spake to thee of! this same shall reign over my 
people. 
 
(And others like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel). 

 
And God spoke not only to, but through, the Jews, such as Ahijah, Jehu, Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, 
Gad, and many others.  
 
The Old Testament that we read today is the utterance of God given first to and preserved by the 

Jews. The New Testament is also the word of God and also came first to the Jews, then spread to 

and through the Gentiles. Though we might give credence to one people or another, the truth is 

that the work of the Holy Ghost in maintaining the purity of God’s word underlies all of the 

scripture, whether Jew or Gentile took part in writing or preserving it. 
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Part 8b: so as in all controversies of religion, the church is finally to appeal to them. 
 
Isaiah 8:19-20  And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar 
spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their 
God? for the living to the dead?  20  To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them. 
 

This, as we have read and heard earlier in Part 1, is one key way to discern the truth in the midst 
of controversy: if whatever is being argued is not according to God’s written word (the law and 
the testimony) then it should be judged as falsehood. Those that would back falsehood should be 
considered as (though they were) unregenerate. 

 
Acts 15:13-17  And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and 
brethren, hearken unto me:  14  Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the 
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.  15  And to this agree the words 
of the prophets; as it is written,  16  After this I will return, and will build 
again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again 
the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:  17  That the residue of men might seek 
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the 
Lord, who doeth all these things. 
 

Here is the example for the church: the apostles deciding the truth by using the scripture. 
 
Part 8c: But because these original tongues are not known to all the people of God, who have a 
right unto, and interest in the Scriptures, and are commanded in the fear of God to read and 
search them, therefore they are to be translated into the vulgar language of every nation unto 
which they come,  

 
John 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me. 
 

Here Jesus directs the Jews, who had the scriptures (the law and the testimony), to search them 
and to find him. The scriptures are his story. Therefore all of the scriptures are the revelation of 
Jesus Christ and they should be read by all people. 

 
Acts 17:10-12  And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto 
Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.  11  These were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness 
of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.  12  
Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of 
men, not a few. 

 
The Bereans demonstrate the right use of and attitude toward the scriptures: daily reading to 
confirm the truths that they had heard spoken. But to do so they must have scripture they can 
read. 
 

1 Corinthians 14:6  Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what 
shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by 
knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine? 
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In other words, what good is it if even an apostle come to the churches demonstrating a 
miraculous gift, such as tongues, if those gifts don’t follow the revelation, knowledge, prophecy, 
and doctrine in scripture of Jesus Christ. It would do no good at all. So it would be if the words 
of scripture were left in the original languages: No one would be able to understand them. 

 
1 Corinthians 14:9-12  So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy 
to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into 
the air.  10  There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them 
is without signification.  11  Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be 
unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.  
12  Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to 
the edifying of the church. 
 

The translation of the scripture enables the edification of the churches across all nations. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:24-28  But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, 
or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all:  25  And thus are the secrets 
of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and 
report that God is in you of a truth.  26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, 
every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an 
interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.  27  If any man speak in an 
unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; 
and let one interpret.  28  But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence 
in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.  

 
The interpretation (translation) of the scripture is necessary so that those whom the Holy Ghost 
has regenerated may hear and heed the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
KJV Preface (“Translators to the Reader”): “Translation it is that openeth the window, to let in 
the light; that breaketh the shell, that we may eat the kernel; that putteth aside the curtain, that 
we may look into the most Holy place; that removeth the cover of the well, that we may come by 
the water, even as Jacob rolled away the stone from the mouth of the well, by which means the 
flocks of Laban were watered.” 
 
Part 8d: that the Word of God dwelling plentifully in all, they may worship him in an 
acceptable manner, and through patience and comfort of the Scriptures may have hope.  
 

Colossians 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

 
The word of God, translated from the original language, is not only effective for conversion when 
heard, but effective by the work of the Holy Ghost in sanctification (growth in grace) when heard 
and read daily. 
 
Part 9: The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself; and therefore 
when there is a question about the true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, 
but one), it must be searched by other places that speak more clearly.  
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2 Peter 1:20-21 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
 
John Gill: “neither Moses, nor David, nor Isaiah, nor Jeremiah, nor Ezekiel, nor Daniel, 
nor any other of the prophets, prophesied when they pleased, but when it was the will of 
God they should; they were stirred up to prophesy, not by any human impulse, but by a 
divine influence” 

 
Scripture must be used to understand scripture. Commentaries, dictionaries, devotions, and 
other human writings are fine to reveal the work of the Holy Ghost in the hearts and minds of 
men, but any such writing must be correlated to absolute truth, and that is the scripture as we 
have it in our bibles today.  
 
(Again the writers of the confession use Acts 15:15-16 as an example of using scripture to discern 
truth. In this case, James uses scripture to discern that the gospel was to spread to the Gentile 
world.) 
 
Part 10: The supreme judge, by which all controversies of religion are to be determined, and all 
decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be 
examined, and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy Scripture 
delivered by the Spirit, into which Scripture so delivered, our faith is finally resolved.  
 

Matthew 22:29-32 29  Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing 
the scriptures, nor the power of God. 30  For in the resurrection they neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven. 31  But as touching the 
resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto you by 
God, saying, 32  I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.  
 

Jesus condemns the Sadducees for not believing in the resurrection and for their attempt to 
catch him in error (that marriage exists in the resurrection). Again, the scriptures are the 
reference point. 

 
Acts 28:23-24 23  And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him 
into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, 
persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of 
the prophets, from morning till evening. 24  And some believed the things which were 
spoken, and some believed not. 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22 19  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20  And are built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone; 21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord: 22  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit. 

 
Paul speaks to the Romans and writes to the Ephesians the same message. The apostles and 
prophets are only foundational because they have Jesus Christ as their cornerstone. If any 
writing (or speaking) does not have Jesus as the primary guide and rule, then that writing (or 
speaking) should be treated as only the writing of man, not from the hand of God. 


