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Chapter 2  
 
Part 1 
 
“The Lord our God is but one only living and true God; whose subsistence is in and 
of himself, infinite in being and perfection; whose essence cannot be 
comprehended by any but himself; a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, 
parts, or passions, who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto; who is immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, 
almighty, every way infinite, most holy, most wise, most free, most absolute; 
working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most 
righteous will for his own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, 
abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him, and withal most just and terrible in his 
judgments, hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.” 
 
(d) a most pure spirit, 
 
Webster’s 1828: Pure: 1. Separate from all heterogeneous or extraneous matter; clear; free 
from mixture; as pure water; pure clay; pure sand; pure air; pure silver or gold. Pure wine is very 
scarce. 2. Free from moral defilement; without spot; not sullied or tarnished; incorrupt; 
undebased by moral turpitude; holy. 3. Genuine; real; true; incorrupt; unadulterated; as 
pure religion. 
 

John 4:23-24 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  24  
God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 
 

Spirit: pneuma. Current, breath, or breeze. 
 
John Gill on “God is a Spirit”: “God, as a spirit, is immaterial, immortal, invisible, and an 
intelligent, willing, and active being; but differs from other spirits, in that he is not created, 
but an immense and infinite spirit, and an eternal one, which has neither beginning nor end: he 
is therefore a spirit by way of eminency, as well as effectively, he being the author 
and former of all spirits: whatever excellence is in them, must be ascribed to God 
in the highest manner; and whatever is imperfect in them, must be removed from 
him;” 

 
Psalms 143:10 Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead 
me into the land of uprightness. 

 
Spirit: ruach. Wind or breath. 
 
John Gill on “thy Spirit is good”: “Holy Spirit of God is meant, the third Person in the 
Trinity; who is "good" essentially, being of the same nature and essence with the Father 
and Son, with God, who is only good; and effectively is the author of the good work of 
grace upon the heart, and of the several particular graces there implanted, and who performs 
many good offices to the saints;” 
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The Greek and the Hebrew words are the same in meaning. The difference between how the 
words describes God is that in John it is describing him as a spirit and in Psalms it is describing 
his spirit as a person, i.e., as the Holy Ghost. God is a spirit (he is like a breath) and the Holy 
Ghost is his spirit (who is like a breath). The description from John fits best to the context of the 
the 1689 LBCoF. 
 
(e) invisible, without body, parts, or passions, who only hath immortality, dwelling 
in the light which no man can approach unto; 
 
God is an invisible spirit. Since God is a spirit with no corporeal form there is no form to be 
worshipped. 
 

Deuteronomy 4:9-20  Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou 
forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the 
days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons;  10  Specially the day that 
thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, 
Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn 
to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their 
children.  11  And ye came near and stood under the mountain; and the mountain 
burned with fire unto the midst of heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick 
darkness.  12  And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye 
heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice.  13  
And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten 
commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone.  14  And the LORD 
commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that ye might do them 
in the land whither ye go over to possess it.  15  Take ye therefore good heed unto 
yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on the day that the LORD spake 
unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire:  16  Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and 
make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female,  17  
The likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth 
in the air,  18  The likeness of any thing that creepeth on the ground, the likeness of any 
fish that is in the waters beneath the earth:  19  And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto 
heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of 
heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the LORD thy God 
hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven.  20  But the LORD hath taken 
you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto 
him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day. 

 
Worship without the spirit of God results in worship of the creations of man, not of God the 
creator. The invisible attribute of God frees mankind to worship God in all places at all times. 
 

1 Timothy 1:17  Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, 
be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
God is eternal and exists outside of time. God always is I AM. God is immortal and lives outside 
of time. God always lives as I AM. God is not constrained by time because he created time. 
 

1 Timothy 6:13-16  I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, 
and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;  14  
That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ:  (Continued)  
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(1 Timothy 6:13-16 Continued) 15  Which in his times he shall shew, who is the 

blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;  16  Who 

only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach 

unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power 

everlasting. Amen. 

Man alone cannot see God first because he is spirit and is invisible as spirit. Man alone cannot 
see God second because he is holy and exists as light and in light. 
 

1 John 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:6-7 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.  7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 

 
1 Peter 2:9-10 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous light:  10  Which in time past were not a 
people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have 
obtained mercy. 

 
Man must be called out of darkness by God in order to be in the light where God dwells. Man 
must have a work of God in the heart in order to understand God more through Jesus Christ. It 
is in this work of God that man is given eternity and immortality. God alone is eternal and 
immortal in and of himself. God alone can give eternity and immortality to those he chooses. 
 
who is (f) immutable,  
 
Webster’s 1828: immutable: invariable; unalterable; not capable or susceptible of change. 
 

Malachi 3:6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed. 

 
Robert Hawker on “I am the Lord, I change not”: “Here we have the confirmation of that 
glorious truth, which is the distinguishing character of Jehovah, his 
unchangeableness. And, Reader! amidst the perpetual fluctuating, dying, and perishing 
circumstances of ourselves, and all things around, what a grand bottom this is to rest 
upon, for time and eternity! Unchangeable in his nature, unchangeable in his purposes, 
unchangeable in all his covenant promises in Christ, to a thousand generations. Oh! for grace to 
keep it ever in remembrance, and to call to mind that this and this alone is the cause, why the 
seed of Jacob are not consumed.” 
 

Galatians 3:26-29  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  27  For 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  28  There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus.  29  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise. 
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God does not change because it is not possible for him to do so. All of what he determines to do 
is perfect in every way. Man changes constantly because all of what man does is imperfect in 
every way. God’s immutability establishes a foundation for all that God is doing (past, present, 
and future). God’s sovereign promises are absolutely immutable. 
 

Psalms 33:8-12  Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world 
stand in awe of him.  9  For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it 
stood fast.  10  The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the 
devices of the people of none effect.  11  The counsel of the LORD standeth for 
ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations.  12  Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 

 
Proverbs 19:21  There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of 
the LORD, that shall stand. 

 
Isaiah 40:13-14  Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counsellor 
hath taught him?  14  With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught 
him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of 
understanding? 
 

God requires no outside counsel. He is immutable in all his ways. What he said would be done 
was done. What he says will happen will occur. God’s immutable attributes should give his 
children great confidence and hope. 

 
Hebrews 6:11-20  And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to 
the full assurance of hope unto the end:  12  That ye be not slothful, but 
followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.  13  
For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he 
sware by himself,  14  Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will 
multiply thee.  15  And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.  16  
For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all 
strife.  17  Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of 
promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:  18  That by 
two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a 
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set 
before us:  19  Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;  20  Whither the forerunner is for 
us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 
 

God’s counsel and God’s oath are immutable as God is immutable and therefore God’s children 
have this hope as “an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast”: Jesus Christ, the high priest, 
has gone on before them in life, in death, in resurrection, and in ascension to Heaven.  
 

John 14:1-4 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  2  In 
my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you.  3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also.  4  And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.  
 

God’s promises stand eternally. His children have a home prepared for them in heaven. His son will come again and 
bring his children to their home in heaven. Their hope is not in this world, but in the one to come, and is founded 
upon a God who says “I change not”. 


